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Grants announced
We were pleased to be informed that 
nearly $30 million has been pledged to 
support bushfire recovery and resilience 
activities in East Gippsland as part 
of the Federal Government’s Black 
Summer Bushfire Recovery Grants 
Program.  
We made several applications on behalf 
of community groups or addressing 
priorities identified by communities. We 
were also successful in an application 
for a $9.9m upgrade of the Bairnsdale 
Aerodrome. As East Gippsland’s 
primary airport and key hub for Air 
Ambulance Victoria patient transfers, 
aerial firefighting and emergency 
response, this infrastructure upgrade 
is integral to continued operations as 
a key hub for emergency response 
and will increase the resilience of our 
communities.
For full details on the successful projects 
lodged by Council read the full media 
release: https://bit.ly/3hWcuXQ
We also recognise the significant efforts 
of many community groups in applying 
for these grants and congratulate 
all those who were successful. We 
were pleased to hear of the following 
successful including the Swifts Creek 
Bush Nursing Centre, Swifts Creek Hall, 
Omeo Golf Club and Omeo Business 
and Tourism Association to auspice 
telecommunications at Bundarra. 
We are also aware of the significant 
disappointment for those who were 
unsuccessful in their grant applications. 
We will continue to work closely with 
those communities and groups who 
were unsuccessful, to identify and seek 
funding for local priorities.

January flooding event 
Flooding in early January caused 
well-documented damage in the 
district. Omeo Caravan Park, the 
golf club, Livingstone Park as well 

as bridges, fences and roads were 
severely impacted. As a result, local 
businesses reported fewer travelers at 
a time when they were anticipating 
a returning economy associated with 
a long weekend, cycling events and 
calf sales.
We have commenced remedial actions, 
and with the support of Omeo Recreation 
Reserve Committee of Management, 
free camping is now available at the 
reserve until the caravan park reopens. 
Works should be completed by Easter. 
For more information read the full 
media release: https://bit.ly/3t1kbBo 

Anglers Rest Loop Trail System 
awarded
We have contributed $20,000 to 
complement the funds raised by Friends 
of the Mitta for the development of a 
concept brief for the Anglers Rest Loop 
Trails System walking track project. 
The brief will include community, 
stakeholder and Traditional Owner 
engagement, assist with the completion 
of the planning requirements, as well as 
support the development of a feasible, 
shovel-ready project for the construction 
phase. 
We acknowledge the Friends of the 
Mitta’s ongoing voluntary efforts and 
commitment in raising the essential 
funds to develop the concept brief. 
Financial support has also been 
provided by North East Catchment 
Management Authority, East Gippsland 
Community Foundation, as well as in-
kind commitments from Parks Victoria. 
This important project aims to connect 
and highlight Anglers Rest’s natural 
waterways and native bushland assets 
within the Alpine National Park. 

Welcome event to raise 
community spirits 
The National Recovery and Resilience 

Agency (NRRA) and Rotary Australia 
Community Outreach Event on 14 
February was a welcome experience 
for farming families and small business 
in Omeo. 
Approximately 100 people attended 
the morning, with 45 people each 
receiving $500 vouchers donated by 
Rotary. Information provided to the 
community from Council, The Salvation 
Army, Rural Minds and Small Business 
agencies was well received by those 
in attendance.
For photos and updates: https://www.
facebook.com/ORCRAInc/
Community celebrations: https://
ourrecovery.com.au/omeo-region 

Tambo Crossing shed update
We are progressing the work on the 
Tambo Crossing shed and working 
closely with the Tambo Crossing 
Community Association (TCCA) to 
ensure a suitable facility is established. 
Although the work was initially delayed, 
the current progress is encouraging.

Omeo pump track shootout
Omeo’s pump and skills track will 
play host to the Omeo Pumptrack 
Shootout on Saturday 19 March. This 
is a result of our successful funding 
application in collaboration with Omeo 
Business and Tourism association to the 
Regional Tourism Bushfire Recovery 
grant program (RTBR) - an Australian 
Government bushfire recovery initiative.
For more information visit: https://
rockytrailentertainment.com/shootout/
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Community facilities resilience 
improvements 
We have completed the following 
works relating to the Community 
Resilience and Development Program 
in the Omeo region.
• Bushfire Attack Level Assessment

(BAL) completed and results
received

• Electrical switchboard upgrade and
installation of a transfer switch in
the Ensay Hall, Ensay Recreation
Reserve and Swifts Creek Hall

• Installed AV equipment at Benambra
Recreation Reserve, Benambra Hall,
Omeo Recreation Reserve, Swifts
Creek Hall, Ensay Hall and Ensay
Recreation Reserve

We have also collaborated with the 
Department of Jobs Precincts and Roads 
(DJPR) and NBN on the completion of 
37 Strengthening Telecommunications 
Against Natural Disasters (STAND) 
satellite communication systems on 
community facilities, complementing the 
existing eight systems currently installed 
in our LGA. Omeo Recreation Reserve 
is one of the eight.
Benambra Recreation Reserve, 
Swifts Creek Hall, Ensay Hall, Ensay 
Recreation Reserve, Bundarra CFA 
shed, Glen Valley Hall and Cobungra 
CFA shed have the STAND system 
installed.
For more information contact your Place 
Manager, or project lead Paul Oakes 
on (03) 5153 9500.

Relief Centre operations 
meeting 
On 11 February, 12 community 
members and our staff came together 

to discuss supporting communities to 
operate a relief centre, with a focus on 
the first 48 to 72 hours of an emergency.   
Those in attendance discussed a variety 
of topics, identified challenges and 
provided solutions. Suitable sites, power, 
signage, registration, operational 
procedures, pets, accommodation for 
displaced residents and managing a 
centre in a COVID environment were a 
part of the discussions. The next meeting 
is scheduled for 26 March where an 
initial committee will be formed. 
For more information contact your Place 
Manager, or project lead Tim Davidson 
on (03) 5153 9500. 
The work on the above initiatives will 
also assist the efforts currently being 
undertaken by ORCRA in developing 
a resilience profile and disaster 
preparedness measures for future 
events. 

Residential land zoning 
review
Our Strategic Planning unit has 
engaged a consultant to progress the 
review of residential land zoning in 
Omeo. The consultant has identified 
some land that could be rezoned, and 
it is intended to provide an update to 
Council and the community once further 
work is completed in May.
This update will provide a summary of 
overall land availability and potential 
rezoning.
To keep informed of Council’s major 
projects, visit https://bit.ly/3tMNZC6

Grant opportunities
The following grant opportunities are 
currently open to further support your

local recovery:
BRV LER Round 3 
The final round of Local Community 
Projects Grants, funded under the Local 
Economic Recovery (LER) Program, is 
now open. The program closes Monday 
11 April 2022 11.59 pm.   
For more information or to apply, visit 
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-
recovery-local-community-projects-
grants-fund
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  R u r a l 
Communities 
Foundation for Rural & Regional 
Renewal (FRRR) have grant funds of 
up to $25,000 available to not-for-profit 
organisations and community groups 
for projects that support communities 
in remote, rural or regional Australia 
with fewer than 15,000 people. 
This program is always open for 
applications. Round 13 is currently 
open.  For more information or to apply, 
visit https://frrr.org.au/funding/place/
strengthening-rural-communities/

Community Bushfire Recovery 
Grants 
Grants up to $75,000 are available to 
support local projects that strengthen 
community-led recovery. This is the 
second grant round for East Gippsland 
Community Foundation, which formed 
in 2021 to support the region’s long-
term recovery from the 2019-2020 
Victorian bushfires. Michelle Dowsett, 
Executive Officer of East Gippsland 
Community Foundation, is encouraging 
community groups and not for profit 
organisations to consider applying. 

For more information visit www.
givetoeastgippsland.org.au. 

Helen Sheil 
Place Manager - 
Omeo District

(03) 5153 9432
0427 039 500
HelenS@egipps.vic.gov.au

Contact Council
5153 9500
feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au


