
MADRA Committee welcomes new and returning members 

Council wishes to extend its thanks to the outgoing members of the first iteration of the MADRA Committee –  

Chair David Appleton, Deputy Chair Jenny Lloyd, Secretary Trindi Suratman and general members Tanya De Geus, 

Kerri Warren, Mark Tregellas, Jude Benton and Brodie Gaudion.  

The Committee worked hard establishing, getting incorporation and DGR status for the association, community 

consultation work, advocacy for community needs and development of a community-endorsed recovery plan. 

Council acknowledges the work put in towards these great outcomes for the district. 

We also wish to welcome the new and returning members of the second iteration of the MADRA Committee. With 

four returning members; Paul Preston as Chair, Peter Hancock as Deputy Chair, Graham Dempster continuing as 

Treasurer and Bryce Watts-Parker continuing as Communications Officer and the lead for natural environment 

recovery. The four new members are Carol Hopkins as Secretary, and general members Gary Proctor, Rosanna 

Morton, Kate Cowden and Jeanette Obri.  

The new committee will continue to be supported by Council’s Recovery Administration team, Sabine Amos and 

Maggie Langdon. A special thanks to Sabine and Maggie for their hard work supporting the consultation, voting on 

priorities and the Annual General Meeting for the MADRA Committee. 

Introducing Mallacoota’s new Place Managers

We have recently welcomed two new Place Managers to support the Mallacoota district.  

Eva Grunden, who has been supporting Mallacoota’s recovery since the beginning, has recently moved into an 

exciting new role within Council (don’t worry – you’ll still see her around!), leaving some big shoes to be filled.  

Please give a warm welcome to Tessa Vanderslik and Meg Allan. Tess and Meg are job-sharing the Place Manager 

Mallacoota role and are excited to hit the ground running.  

A message from Tessa: “Growing up in East Gippsland, I have a strong connection to 

the region. I returned to the area with my family after the 2019-20 bushfires. I have an 

extensive career in the community service sector, specifically with youth and families, 

and community development. More recently I have operated my own holiday park 

management business alongside my husband in Lakes Entrance, and then Sydney. I 

am excited about this role and the opportunity to connect with, and contribute to, my 

community. I am passionate about creating a sustainable future for our community 

and building on opportunities for the younger generation of our region.” 

A message from Meg: “I was born and raised in Mallacoota and have a long family 

history in the area. After completing my schooling at the P-12 College, I moved to 

Geelong to study Politics and Policy at Deakin University. I have since also completed 

postgraduate studies in Sustainable Regional Development, focusing on systems and 

strategic thinking, and disaster-related policy responses. I have been involved in East 

Gippsland’s recovery journey as a volunteer and am excited to join Council’s 

Community Recovery Team and be part of the amazing work being done in the 

recovery space. I’m looking forward to supporting the Mallacoota community as we 

transition from recovery to resilience and move forward together.” 

Contact Tessa or Meg on tessav@egipps.vic.gov.au and mega@egipps.vic.gov.au or on (03) 5153 9500. 
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HMAS Choules Freedom of Entry Ceremony postponed 

We have been advised by the Defence Department that the Freedom of Entry Ceremony for HMAS Choules in 
Mallacoota has been postponed due to COVID-19. The visit was scheduled for November; however, will now occur 
in 2022. We will pass on further updates from the event organisers as we receive them.  

Youth Working Group grant win 

The Mallacoota and Cann River Children and Youth Working Group has received funding to support a much-needed 
Youth Recovery Officer position for Mallacoota and Cann River districts. 
Funded through Bushfire Recovery Victoria (BRV), supported by the Commonwealth Disaster Funding 
Arrangements, the grant will provide $439,326 over two years. 
This is in addition to $60,000 previously pledged by the Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Foundation. 
The Mallacoota and Cann River Children and Youth Working Group built the case for the funding. The group is co-
chaired by council’s Eva Grunden and Uniting Gippsland’s Ruth Churchill and includes community members, Red 
Cross, the Mallacoota P-12 College, Mallacoota Medical Centre, The Sanctuary, BRV, Mallacoota District Health 
and Support Service, Save the Children, Regional Arts Victoria, Royal Flying Doctor Service and YAC Vic, and  has 
been focused on the unique needs of the region's children and young people.  
The Youth Recovery Officer funding was awarded to the Mallacoota Community Health and Infrastructure Resilience 
Fund, with the position to be managed by the Mallacoota Medical Centre team. 

Works updates 
 
Skate Park 

• Our Your Say webpage for the Mallacoota Skate Park Project is up and running.  
See the concept design report, final concept drawings, Frequently Asked Questions and give us ongoing 
feedback on the project. 

• A request for quote to prepare the detailed design closes mid-September and is expected to be awarded by 
the end of September. 

• More information: https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/mallacoota-skate-park  
Maurice Ave Streetscape Upgrade 

• The Concept Design Contract has been awarded to Mesh Landscape Architects. 

• An inception meeting was held with the project control group and early planning work has commenced. 
Genoa Tennis Court 

• The Genoa Tennis Court contract has been awarded and construction project management handed over to 

the contractor. 

Pittosporum Walk 

• Work has commenced on Pittosporum Walk which runs from Bastion Point carpark to the Mallacoota 
Foreshore Holiday Park. This network of coastal walking track infrastructure is one of the final asset 
replacement projects following the 2019-20 fires.  
The project will be completed in stages to allow some path connections to be open for the public once safe 
to do so. Stage 1 works are located between Bastion Point Road and Mortimer Street.  
You are reminded to observe worksite signs and keep out of active worksites at all times. 

Lakeside Drive Culvert Replacement 

• The Lakeside Drive Culvert Replacement Project is on track for completion in the coming weeks, ahead of 
schedule. Rehabilitation is underway on Site A while crews continue with pipe installation on Site B. Motorists 
and pedestrians are reminded that both sites remain active worksites and reduced speed  
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limits are in place. There is no pedestrian access into Shady Gully Bushland Reserve, with additional work 
required within the reserve to ensure the area is safe.  

Mirrabooka Road Footpath 

• Mirrabooka Road in Mallacoota will get a new footpath in 2022. The new footpath will start at the 
intersection with Lakeside Drive, and feature a pedestrian refuge island. The path will continue next to 
Mirrabooka Road, past Jones Road, to Raheen Drive.  

• More information: https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/mallacoota-mirrabooka-road-footpath  
Seawall Stage 1 

• For updates and more information, visit https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/mallacoota-seawall-
reconstruction  

Kitchen2Compost project kicking on 

Mallacoota’s Kitchen2Compost program is collecting 30 to 40 cubic metres of organic material each fortnight. 

The program is unique to Mallacoota and has been in place since 2012. Its aim is to remove food and green waste from 

landfill, in turn minimising transport costs to the landfill in Bairnsdale. 

The program is continuing to progress with strength and our Waste team would like to thank residents for their ongoing 

support of the program and remind residents to only use the green waste bin for garden prunings, grass clippings and 

kitchen scraps. 

If you would like any more information, please contact our Waste team on 03 5153 9500 or feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au  

Improving connectivity 

Mallacoota residents and visitors will have better mobile and internet connections, with new mobile infrastructure to 
be built to help the region recover from the devastating 2019-20 bushfires. 
The Victorian Government and Telstra are investing $2.2 million to improve 4G mobile capacity and resilience, which 
will help businesses, residents and visitors. 
Improved mobile capacity will help people to access safety information during bushfires and other emergencies 
when mobile networks are under extreme pressure. 
The boost to mobile connectivity is a priority for the Mallacoota and District Recovery Association (MADRA) and 
features in their Disaster Recovery Plan. 
With these upgrades, the mobile infrastructure will better cope with the increase in population each tourist season, 
leading to an improved experience for local businesses and people holidaying in Mallacoota. 

Apply now for Black Summer grant – closing date extended 

The closing date for applications in the first round of National Recovery and Resiliance Agency (NRRA) Black 
Summer Bushfire Recovery Grants has been extended. 
Applications will now close at 5pm on Wednesday 6 October.  
For more informationor to apply, visit the NRRA website at https://recovery.gov.au/black-summer-grants  

Small business support 

If you have a business, or are thinking about starting one, you can access free, flexible, confidential and tailored 
support from our Business Concierge.  
The service is highly tailored to your business, and our concierge will work alongside you to achieve your business 
goals and provide only the information that is relevant to you. 
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For more information or for small business support, contact Business Concierge Mali Bromley at  
Economic.Development@egipps.vic.gov.au or call (03) 5153 9500 and ask for Mali.   

The Victorian Government’s Business Recovery Advisory Service is also available to any business owner/operator 
in East Gippsland experiencing hardship, recovering from disaster, and needing special assistance.  
The free, ongoing program offers sessions with a Business Recovery Adviser for tailored support in all aspects of 
business operations, recovery planning and resilience building strategies. 
These strategies can help you reactivate your business and develop sustainable business models to strengthen and 
grow through the recovery period and beyond. 
For more information, visit https://business.vic.gov.au/grants-and-programs/business-recovery-advisory-service.  

Kinder construction starts soon 

An update from the Victorian School Building Authority on the Mallacoota Kindergarten project. 
Construction of the new Mallacoota Kindergarten is due to commence in the coming weeks. After the site is prepared, a 
new modular kindergarten building will be delivered while construction of a new outdoor play area and carpark gets 
underway. Neighbours can expect letters with details about the upcoming works shortly. 

In February 2020, the Victorian Government announced up to $2.5m to provide a new kindergarten in Mallacoota, 

after the original kindergarten suffered significant damage after heavy rain in January 2020. The site had also 

suffered damage from smoke and ash during the New Year’s Eve bushfires. 

After careful community consultation, in April 2021, Mallacoota P-12 College was approved as the new kindergarten 

site.  

A Cultural Heritage Management Plan was also developed by a heritage consultant. Though no cultural artefacts have 

been found at the new kindergarten site, this plan ensures that all building works continue to manage and protect the 

region’s invaluable Aboriginal heritage. 

Through the Project Control Group, the new kindergarten’s site map and floor plan have been finalised. The design 

process is also underway for the kindergarten’s playground and outdoor spaces. 

The Victorian School Building Authority has gathered input from the Project Control Group and the wider community to find 

out what needed to be prioritised. 

Through a community discussion session and an online survey, it heard that the most important features include natural 

materials, open spaces and outdoor play equipment. 

Stay tuned for updates on this project. 

 

Council has decided the kindergarten site, once the old building is demolished, will become part of the Mallacoota 

Recreation Reserve, and as such, managed by the Hall and Reserve Committee of Management. 
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Rebuild Support Service 

Our Rebuild Support Service (RSS) is available to support you with rebuilding after fires. 

If you’re thinking about rebuilding or have any questions, visit our bushfire rebuilding webpage at 

eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-rebuilding or contact the RSS on  

BRSS@egipps.vic.gov.au or (03) 5153 9500. 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 

For information or support, contact Place Managers for Mallacoota on (03) 5153 9500 or by email at     

tessav@egipps.vic.gov.au for Tessa Vanderslik, or mega@egipps.vic.gov.au for Meg Allan. 

mailto:Economic.Development@egipps.vic.gov.au
https://business.vic.gov.au/grants-and-programs/business-recovery-advisory-service
mailto:eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-rebuilding
mailto:BRSS%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:tessav@egipps.vic.gov.au
mailto:mega@egipps.vic.gov.au

