
The Victorian Government’s announcement of the 
latest  state-wide lockdown (currently Saturday 
21 August – Thursday 2 September) means 
we’ve had to change the way we do business. 

During lockdown, you may see some of our staff 
working in the community. Please be assured 
these staff are classed as ‘essential’ and have 
relevant essential worker permits.

There are also some tasks we cannot do because 
they are not classified as essential.

Our Call Centre will continue to operate during 
business hours, 8.30 am to 5.00 pm on normal 
business days.

For details about our services during the current 
lockdown, please visit our website or phone us 
on 5153 9500.

Consultation sessions
Consultation sessions scheduled during 
lockdown are now either postponed (and will be 
rescheduled) or will move online where possible. 
Anyone who has registered for sessions will be 
contacted.

Libraries 
Please avoid returning items / books through the 
returns chute during this period due to the health 
directives listing reasons to leave home.

Waste Services
All landfills and transfer stations are closed to the 
general public. Any person needing to access a 
waste facility must contact us and produce an 
authorised worker permit.

To enable waste disposal (household perishable 
waste only and no green waste) for residents who 
do not have access to kerbside waste collection 
services the following sites will be open during their 
regular hours. Proof of address must be produced.

• Friday 27 August: Bruthen, Metung, Buchan, 
Omeo, Swifts Creek, Mallacoota, Orbost, 
Marlo, Bairnsdale, Lakes Entrance, Cann 
River.

• Saturday 28 August: Genoa, Lindenow, 
Wairewa, Bemm River, Bendoc, Bonang.

• Sunday 29 August: Benambra.

COVID-19 testing in East Gippsland 
If you need a COVID test you are encouraged 
to make an appointment to be tested at the 
Bairnsdale Respiratory Clinic, call 4116 2014 
or book online here.

If you cannot get an appointment at the 
Bairnsdale Respiratory Clinic you can be tested 
at BRHS. Please pre-register for your test here.

COVID-19 Vaccine
Information about how to book your COVID-19 
vaccine appointment can be found here. 

For COVID-19 Community Vaccination Clinic 
(Bairnsdale City Oval) information please visit  
their website. 

Need some extra support at this time?
If you or people you know may need support during 
this time, you can access the following services: 

Head2Help 1800 595 212

Lifeline 13 11 14

Beyond Blue 1300 224 636

1800Respect 1800 737 732

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800

Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467

COVID-19 lockdown and our services

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/covid-19-east-gippsland
https://www.hotdoc.com.au/medical-centres/bairnsdale-VIC-3875/bairnsdale-respiratory-clinic/doctors
http://testtracker.covid19.dhhs.vic.gov.au/citizen-prefill
http://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment
https://brhs.com.au/coronavirus/
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Mayor Cr Mendy Urie has 
joined with the leaders of East 
Gippsland’s three hospitals 
– Bairnsdale, Orbost and 
Omeo – to urge people to get 
vaccinated in the fight against 
COVID-19.
“The message from us all is simple: 
when it’s your turn to get vaccinated, 
roll up your sleeve and do your part 
for our community,” Cr Urie said.
“Getting vaccinated is one of the 
most important things we can do 
for the health of our community, so 
please don’t hesitate.
“I applaud everyone who has 
answered the call so far, and to all 
health workers who are proactively 

supporting our community.
“Our community is great at 
supporting one another. Here’s 
our most important opportunity to 
demonstrate that we’re all in this 
together. We have all experienced 
the challenges that tough restrictions 
and lockdowns impose on our way 
of life. Getting vaccinated is a critical 
step in helping us move away from 
lockdowns and into COVID normal 
without this disruption to our daily 
lives.”
Robyn Hayles, Chief Executive 
Officer at Bairnsdale Regional 
Health Service, said all staff at BRHS 
and healthcare workers across East 
Gippsland have been working flat out 

over the past year to keep everyone 
healthy and prevent COVID from 
devastating the community. 
“Compared to some communities, 
and other countries, we have been 
lucky,” Ms Hayles said.
“Now we need you to pitch in and 
do your part – as soon as you are 
eligible, please get your COVID 
vaccination. 
“There are a number of locations 
in this area providing vaccines. Go 
online or talk to your GP, book a 
date and get it done.
“It is such a small inconvenience, but 
it is an act of great generosity and 
community spirit. 
Read more page 2>>>

Support your community, get vaccinated
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Acknowledgement of Country 
East Gippsland Shire Council acknowledges the Gunaikurnai, Monero and the Bidawel people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the land that encompasses East Gippsland Shire. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people living in East Gippsland, their Elders past and present.

Businesses celebrate awards launch
We joined fellow sponsors 
and organisers to mark 
the launch of this year’s 
Federation University East 
Gippsland Business Awards.
The launch was held at Nicholson 
River Winery and all East Gippsland 
businesses are invited to check out 
this year’s categories and submit 
their nominations.
This year there are 11 categories 
and nominations close Monday 13 
September.
More details on page 5>>>

Pictured at the launch are East Gippsland Shire Councillor Trevor Stow, Member for 
Gippsland East Tim Bull, Federation University Dean of Graduate Studies Wendy Wright, 
and East Gippsland Shire Mayor Cr Mendy Urie and CEO Anthony Basford.
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Let’s stand together as a community; 
Vic Gov aims for 1m doses by Sept 19
“By getting vaccinated you are 
doing something important to help 
protect this community. We have 
two options if we want to keep this 
community safe from this deadly 
disease. One is a continuing cycle 
of lockdowns and restrictions. 
The other is for the majority of the 
population to get vaccinated. If 
you are eligible, please go and 
get it done.”
Vicki Farthing, Chief Executive 
Officer at Orbost Regional 
Health, said communities in East 
Gippsland care about families, 
lifestyle and their environment.  
“We all want those closest to us 
to be safe and well and to have 
the freedom to enjoy this beautiful 
part of the world that we live in 
and to share it with others not 
lucky enough to live here,” Ms 
Farthing said.
“We stand together as a community through bushfires 
and floods. The COVID-19 pandemic is no different, 
we need to stand together as a community and 
encourage our families, our friends and our neighbours 
to get vaccinated so that we can have the freedom to 
participate in activities that we want to do and keep our 
region strong, socially and economically.”
Associate Professor Arish Naresh, Chief Executive Officer 
at Omeo District Health, said rural and regional hospitals 
are not set up adequately to care for people suffering 
from COVID-19. 
“Therefore, the best protection for our rural communities 
is for people to get vaccinated with a safe, effective and 
free COVID-19 vaccine,” A/Prof Naresh said.
“Do it for your loved ones, your community and ultimately 
for your country. This is our own version of the Olympics, 
but the podium finish here is to achieve herd immunity.”
Cr Urie said the community has much to gain from a 
strong vaccination turnout.
“Being able to hold and attend events, participate in 
community sport with crowds attending, and have some 
certainty around our businesses remaining open – it’s 
what we all want,” Cr Urie said.
“These activities are great for our social connections 
and to support one another. We haven’t had the easiest 
of rides in the past couple of years, so being able to  

 
gather, play, create, laugh and cry together is important. 
A high vaccination rate against COVID-19 is our ticket 
to achieve this.”
Information about how to book your COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment can be found here>>> 
COVID-19 Community Vaccination Clinic (Bairnsdale 
City Oval) information can be found here>>> 

Mayor Cr Mendy Urie receives her second AstraZeneca vaccination earlier this month, 
administered by nurse Tania Murray.

Orbost Regional Health staff on a recent visit to Bonang to offer 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 

http://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment
https://brhs.com.au/coronavirus/
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Raymond Island 
Ferry outage

Food and fibre producers and businesses are 
invited to enter the 2021 Gippsland Food and 
Fibre Awards. 
The awards program showcases and celebrates the best 
of Gippsland’s $7 billion food and fibre sector, and are 
an important vehicle for 
recognising success, 
improving dialogue 
for collaboration and 
inspiring others.
The broad program 
covers all food and fibre 
sectors, farm businesses 
(pre and post farmgate), 
that have demonstrated 
innovation or excellence and business practices that maximise 
productivity and profitability.
The program creates an opportunity and platform for members 
of the industry to position Gippsland’s agribusinesses as 
leaders in Australia, and beyond. Entries close 17 September.
For more information or to enter, visit the Food and Fibre 
Gippsland website or contact Kate Foster.
You can also watch the awards launch video.

The Raymond Island Ferry service 
will be out of action for most 
of October while it undergoes 
scheduled maintenance. 
The ferry will be decommissioned directly 
after the service at 5.20 am on Monday 4 October and 
is scheduled to return to service at 5.00 pm on Monday 
25 October.
Our long-term maintenance program requires the ferry to 
be periodically decommissioned for this purpose.
Alternative arrangements will be made available. 
A Raymond Island community bus will be operated by 
the volunteers from the Raymond Island Community 
Association (RICA) for travel to and from the designated 
water taxi landing areas. Bookings are essential, contact 
RICA on 0477 325 129.
Dangerous goods cannot be carried on the bus. Animals, 
other than assistance dogs, are not permitted on the bus. 
A vehicular barge will be available for emergency 
private use. Costs and conditions apply.
Car parking will be made available on the vacant land on 
the east side of the Ferry Café from 10.00 am Saturday 
2 October until Tuesday 26 October at 5.00 pm.  
Parking at this location is at your own risk. 
The COVID-19 pandemic restrictions for public transport 
will apply at the time of alternative travel on the community 
bus and barge.
Notification of changes to the maintenance timeframe 
will be sent by SMS, on our website, our Facebook 
page and signage above both ferry terminals.
View the Raymond Island Ferry Service Charter 
on our website for more information or contact our 
Customer Service Team on 5153 9500 for assistance.

24 August: Council Meeting – 6.00 pm (Bairnsdale) 14 September: Farmer Survey closes. Complete the 
survey online. 

10 September: Rural Land Use Strategy — feedback 
closes. View the draft and give feedback here>>>

18 September: Rewind 80s Mixtape Tour — Forge 
Theatre & Arts Hub. Book here>>>

13 September: East Gippsland Business Awards 
applications close. Visit the website for more information 
and to nominate. 

All events subject to COVID-19 restrictions.

Join writer Claire Halliday as she has a 
conversation with true crime author and 
podcaster Vikki Petraitis in a free online 
event organised by the Bairnsdale Library.
Gain insights into the underbelly of Australia’s crime 
world, the impact of violence against women and the 
loved ones left behind. 
Wednesday 25 August 6.30 - 7.30 pm. 
Don’t miss out! Register now. 

Enter now for Food 
and Fibre Awards

http://www.foodandfibregippsland.com.au/gippsland-food-and-fibre-awards
http://www.foodandfibregippsland.com.au/gippsland-food-and-fibre-awards
mailto:Kate.Foster%40foodandfibregippsland.com.au?subject=
https://vimeo.com/557862310
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/raymond-island-ferry
https://www.facebook.com/eastgippyshire
https://www.facebook.com/eastgippyshire
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5f10ce18aa01d050c26b7c5e/603337b1a8fbf03ac6d72eb0_Raymond%20Island%20Ferry%20-%20Service%20Charter.pdf
https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/agriculture-sector-survey
https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/draft-rural-land-use-strategy-2
https://www.eventfinda.com.au/2021/rewind-80s-the-mixtape-tour/bairnsdale
https://eastgippslandbusinessawards.com.au/
https://bit.ly/3fnj1d8


At the Council meeting 3 August, 
Council: 
• Approved a contract variation 

for Bairnsdale’s WORLD Sporting 
Precinct Stage 1 to include a 
synthetic hockey pitch, which will 
support the growth of hockey 
in East Gippsland. (A Council 
Facebook post about this decision 
and the Mayor’s video meeting 
overview attracted more than 670 
positive reactions and 4,700 views).

• Resolved to write to the Auditor-
General to request a performance 
audit of the 2019 Victorian 
Government decision to cease 
commercial native timber harvesting 
in state forests by 2030.

• Accepted a request by the 
Agriculture Advisory Committee 
to look at the impact the new EPA 
regulations on industrial waste might 
have on the agricultural sector.

• Voted to take on the role of 
auspicing agency for a community 
timber transition grant, on behalf of 
the Nowa Nowa and Swifts Creek 
communities.

• Adopted a new annual service 
review policy that will assist Council 
to make its services as relevant and 
targeted as they can be.

• Extended an MAV collaborative 
procurement contract for library 
materials and services. 
 
Watch the meeting 

Council meeting in brief
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Construction of the Cabbage 
Tree Bridge on Tarbucks Road 
is complete and it’s open for 
business! 
Thanks to Federal Government’s 
Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure program, we 
were successful in securing 
$450,000 for this project.
Some vital stats for all the 
bridge buffs out there… 
Length: 21m, width: 4.3m, 
materials used: steel beams, 
reinforced concrete piles and 
precast concrete panels for the 
deck.

Fill out our Farmer Survey 
We mailed out a Farmer Survey 
earlier this month to all farmers 
who have 40 hectares or more.
The survey aims to get insights from 
farming business operators to assist our 
understanding of the status of the farming 
sector. 
You can also complete the survey 
online.
If you do not get a survey and feel you 
fit the survey criteria, contact us or visit 
one of our Customer Service Centres or 
libraries to pick one up. Survey closes on Tuesday 14 September.
For more information or to request a survey, email Kaylene Wickham or 
phone us on (03) 5153 9500.

Fingerboards – next steps
Council is requesting changes 
are made to Victorian 
Government’s Environmental 
Effects Statement (EES) process, 
following a long and costly 
involvement in the proposed 
Fingerboards Mineral Sands 
Project EES and subsequent 
Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee (IAC) panel hearing. 
Adopted at its July 13 meeting, Council’s 
advocacy paper: Council’s Voice in 
the Environmental Effects Statement 
Process urges the Government to 
overhaul the EES processes after it 
left too many unanswered questions 
and unresolved issues surrounding 
the proposed sand mine, costing 
significant time, resources and money. 
As detailed in the advocacy paper, 
issues include financial burden, hidden 
costs associated new material and 
ongoing changes by the proponent, 
lack of professional expertise and 
background at local government level 
in the mining industry, timing and 
governance, complexity and legal 
representation, and imbalance and 
disadvantage. 
The advocacy document proposes 
possible solutions to what is a complex 
issue involving many parties and 
considerations. These include: 
• Early planning to reduce the cost 

burden and cross-party issues at 
the time of licence application, EES 

presentation and licence approval. 
• Mining overlays and mapping
• Technical Reference Group 

changes to support councils’ ability 
to seek input from the community 
early. 

• Timing of submissions. 
• IAC timeframes during hearings. 
• Funding to support the continuation 

of local government ‘business as 
usual’ functions. 

• More rigorous processes 
administered by the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning prior to the release of EES 
documentation for exhibition. 

As part of this advocacy process, 
Council will write to several people 
including the Premier and the Minister 
for Planningand seek support from the 
Municipal Association of Victoria and 
Rural Councils Victoria. 
Mayor Cr Mendy Urie will also take 
the issue to the Local Government 
Mayoral Advisory Panel and is 
meeting with Victoria’s Minister for 
Local Government, Shaun Leane MP, 
in coming weeks. 
The IAC is scheduled to submit its report 
to the Minister for Planning within 40 
business days from the completion of 
its Public Hearing, which was on 22 
July 2021. 

https://www.facebook.com/eastgippyshire/videos/239817014522736
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsc_YLZAVDo
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/meeting-minutes-and-agendas
https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/agriculture-sector-survey
mailto:KayleneW%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
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After a one-year break, we are proud to 
announce the Federation University East 
Gippsland Business Awards are back and 
nominations are open.
We are hosting the awards program with Federation 
University as the naming sponsor.
The awards are in their 10th year and all businesses in 
East Gippsland are encouraged to apply. 
Head to the website to see the categories and get 
nominating. Businesses can enter up to two categories.
The awards will celebrate the strength and resilience of 
our business community after a difficult couple of years.
Categories are:
• Business Excellence for Adaptability and Innovation
• Food and Fibre
• Beauty, Health and Personal Care Services
• Hospitality
• New Business
• Business and Professional Services
• Home Based and Internet Business
• Retail
• Tourism Activities, Attractions and Accommodation

• Trades, Construction and Manufacturing
• Young Achiever in Business

To enter, visit the East Gippsland Business Awards 
website and complete the nomination form, or contact 
us if you need a hardcopy. Applications close Monday 
13 September.
Keep up with all the awards news by liking and following 
the Facebook page.

East Gippsland Better Business Program
Calling all small to medium food businesses 
across East Gippsland – we want you to take 
part in a new program that will save you money 
and reduce your impact on the environment. 
Twelve businesses will have the opportunity to take part 
in this Council-run program. 
Email us at sustainability@egipps.vic.gov.au to 
express your interest.
The East Gippsland Better Business program’s main 
themes are water, waste and energy. Participating 
businesses will receive a guide for each theme.
The guide lists a range of actions to be completed, 

including explanatory notes. Participating businesses 
also need to collect some information before and after 
each theme is completed to measure their reduction of 
water and energy use, and waste levels.
Each theme contains about $200 worth of Council 
support, such as $200 off an energy health check (the 
business pays $50), $200 worth of plumbing assistance 
to complete water-saving actions, free bin systems 
and $100 off the purchase of compostable takeaway 
containers.
More information can be found here>>>

It’s Business Awards time

Enjoying the launch event are, from left, Chair, East Gippsland 
Marketing Inc Patrick Carson with launch sponsors King and Heath 
Real Estate directors Mark Howlett and Paul Miles.

Food and Fibre Gippsland’s Jody O’Brien catches up with East 
Gippsland Shire Council’s Economic Recovery Manager Sharon 
Raguse.

Hosting the launch were Julie and Ken Eckersley of Nicholson River 
Winery, pictured enjoying the view with Federation University Dean 
of Graduate Studies’ Wendy Wright (centre).

http://www.eastgippslandbusinessawards.com.au
http://www.eastgippslandbusinessawards.com.au
https://eastgippslandbusinessawards.com.au/contact-us/
https://eastgippslandbusinessawards.com.au/contact-us/
http://www.facebook.com/EastGippslandBusinessAwards
mailto:sustainability%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
https://bit.ly/3jDQ3qO.
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Your say on projects
Have you checked out Your Say, East Gippsland 
yet?
Your Say is an online platform that lets you share what you 
think about the projects, services and places that matter 
to you. It’s an important engagement tool for Council and 
community. 
Take part in a quick poll, complete a survey, participate in 
an online forum, ask a question or simply check key dates 
or facts. Your Say is all about being more transparent, 
inclusive and accessible — and it brings all of our projects 
requiring feedback onto one platform. 
It’s a way for us to respond to the challenge to find safe 
and effective ways to partner with communities across 
East Gippsland regardless of distance or COVID-19 
restrictions.
It is important to note that Council will also continue to 
consult with the community in a number of other ways 
including site meetings, community workshops, drop-in 
sessions and more. 
Your Say comments, ideas and suggestions are collated 
and used by the relevant project officer to inform the 
development of projects, strategies, programs and 
services, or to gain insights  into community views and 
opinions. All projects include contact details, so if you 
have any questions you can liaise with the relevant staff.  
While all feedback provided during the consultation 
will be considered, it is important to note that not every 
suggestion can be implemented.
An added benefit of using one platform for all online 
engagement means we can see what every respondent 
has said about each project, which quickly alerts Council to 
key questions, concerns or suggestions in your community. 
Your Say, East Gippsland is all part of our commitment to 
building strong relationships with community and ensuring 
that we make decisions that meet resident and ratepayer 
needs.  
So register today and have your say at Your Say, East 
Gippsland.

We’re still here for you!

Bigger isn’t always 
better
Do your bit to reduce waste going to landfill 
and potentially win a prize by opting in to 
replace your 240-litre general waste kerbside 
collection bins with a 120-litre bin sooner 
rather than later (for customers with this 
service).
The rollout will take place over the next four years but you 
can contact us to downsize early and go in the draw to win 
a prize. Only one month in and 110 people have already 
taken the initiative to reduce waste to landfill by opting out. 
Congratulations to Mark Pollard for winning a waste-
minimisation pack in our first draw!
Residents who make the swap by 31 August will be eligible 
to go in the next draw.
Call (03) 5153 9500 to make the swap today.

For the latest information on how COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions impact Council services, 
please visit our website or phone us. 
Even during lockdowns our Call Centre operates during 
business hours, 8.30 am to 5.00 pm on normal business 
days.
Please get tested if you have symptoms (such as fever, a 
cough, runny nose, sore throat, fatigue, muscle pain or 
loss of smell), wear a mask, maintain good hygiene and 
practice social distancing.

http://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au
http://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/covid-19-east-gippsland
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Local businesses are the 
lifeblood of our community 
and an essential part of our 
economy. 
But COVID-19, bushfire, flood, storms 
and drought have had a catastrophic 
impact on businesses in recent times.
That’s where our Concierge Business 
Support Officer, Mali Bromley, can 
help.
Mali knows that local businesses are 
only as strong as the communities 
that support them and she knows that 
support can come in many forms.
We had a chat to Mali to find out 
what she can do for your business.
What is a Business Concierge 
and why does your role exist?
People who either have a business or 
are thinking about starting one can 
access the tailored Business Concierge 
support service. This service is free, 
flexible, confidential and adaptable 
to your specific needs. 
So why was helping business 
owners in East Gippsland a 
calling?
I’m passionate about customer service, 
community and helping others. In this 
role, I get to make a business owner’s 
life just that little bit easier by doing 
the research for them so they can 
spend their time actually working on 
their business and less time navigating 
countless websites. 
I help connect them with the various 
supports and services on offer, walk 
them through the processes to use 

these services, and follow up to check 
in and make sure they’re on track.
How have recent events 
impacted your role and what 
kind of support is out there for 
small business to connect with? 
My role as a concierge is heavily 
focused on assisting businesses in 
guiding them through what services 
are relevant to them.
When a business owner reaches out 
to me, we can have a confidential 
conversation about their business 
and priorities or struggles, and I will 
be able to determine which business 
advisory support service would be 
most relevant and helpful to them and 
their circumstances. 
If their business is just starting up or 
making changes, I can support them 
with applying for various council 
permits. I can also suggest and connect 
people with various workshops and 
programs in East Gippsland that may 
be relevant to their business.
Business owners can also access a 
Grant Finder tool on our website 
which makes it easier to locate grant 
and funding opportunities available to 
them. They can also register to receive 
regular updates on new funding 
opportunities for which I can support 
them with their applications as well. 
What’s the most enjoyable part 
of your role? 
The conversations I have with business 
owners and learning the stories about 
what brought them to where they are 

today. Every victory is also great, 
especially if it’s been a long journey.
What can local people do to 
help businesses – big and small 
– in the region? 
Support each other. Buy local and tell 
everyone! 

You can contact Mali Bromley at 
economic .deve lopment@
egipps.vic.gov.au or call (03) 
5153 9500 and ask for Mali the 
business concierge.
If you or anyone you know 
needs help, visit www.
gippslandmentalhealth.org.au 
or call:
• Lifeline on 131 114
• Beyondblue on 1300 224 636
• Headspace on 1800 650 890

Meet business concierge Mali Bromley

A plan for Gippsland

Mali Bromley is passionate about helping 
local business owners

The Gippsland Regional Plan is the region’s strategy for improving the 
economic, social, cultural, and environmental outcomes.
The Plan represents linkages to more than 50 federal, state, regional, and 
local strategies, opinions and ideas from more than 300 Gippslanders and 
consideration of more than 260 initiatives and projects identified by the 
community as important to the region’s future. 
Download a copy or watch the video summary to find out more. 

http://eastgippsland.grantguru.com.au
mailto:economic.development%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:economic.development%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.gippslandmentalhealth.org.au
http://www.gippslandmentalhealth.org.au
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://headspace.org.au/
http://rdv.vic.gov.au/gippsland-regional-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcxUe-PBZUI
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We are preparing our 
first Rural Land Use 
Strategy and now is 
the time to give us 
your feedback on our 
draft document.
This strategy will guide 
planning decisions on the 
future development and 
subdivision of rural land in 
the shire.
It will also enable the East Gippsland Planning Scheme 
to be reviewed and updated to respond to rural land 
use pressures and opportunities. 
Agricultural production is a vital part of the East 
Gippsland economy. Changing uses of rural land has 
a potential impact on commercial agriculture by driving 
up land prices, making it difficult to expand farms, and 
introducing land-use conflicts.
Mayor Cr Mendy Urie said Council is seeking to find the 
right balance between the need to protect agricultural 
operations and cater for the demand for rural lifestyle 
properties.
You are invited to give your feedback on the draft 
strategy to gauge community support and identify any 
changes and improvements.
Visit our Your Say engagement portal to read the 
strategy and give your feedback. 
Submissions close Friday 10 September.

Entries open in Youth Art Prize

Take heed and watch your speed along Forge 
Creek Road from now on, as the speed limit 
will drop to 80km/h as of this month. 
To support road safety, the Department of Transport has 
authorised a reduction in the regulatory speed limit for 
the entire length of Forge Creek Road, from Racecourse 
Road, Bairnsdale, through to Paynesville Road at Eagle 
Point. It will be designated as an 80km/h zone from 
Monday 23 August. 
Victoria Police and VicRoads investigation data has 
shown that speed is a key cause of crashes along this 
road and Council has recorded traffic data along this 
stretch, which identified speed issues. “The responsibility 
for road safety is a shared one, and speed is a key 
concern along this stretch,” Mayor Mendy Urie said.
“Forge Creek Road has become busier and more 
dangerous in the past decade as town populations
increase, townships expand, and development continues 
along the road itself.
“We want every road user to make it home safely, so we 
will always push for changes that reduce road accidents, 
deaths and injuries.”

Young artists living, working or studying in 
East Gippsland are being invited to submit an 
artwork in this year’s East Gippsland Youth 
Art Prize.
Open to people aged 12-25, entries in the Youth Art 
Prize can be in any genre or medium, including drawing, 
painting, photography, digital illustration or 3D visuals.
In celebration of the Archibald prize coming to the 
Gippsland Art Gallery at Sale, a special portraiture 
category will be included this year.
The Youth Art Prize has a limit of one entry per person. 
Entry is free and all entries must be original works.
Entries are invited in three age categories and cash prizes 
are will be awarded to the winner and runners-up in each 
category. Age groups are 12-14 years, 15-19 years and 
20-25 years. 
To enter your artwork, or for more information, see the 
East Gippsland SmartyGrants website.

Entries 
close on 
Friday 8 
October.

Input on Rural Land 
Use Strategy

Watch your speed! 

‘The Gentleman Giraffe’, a past entry by Willow Wakefield-Tromp.

https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/draft-rural-land-use-strategy-2
http://bit.ly/VICdata
http://eastgippsland.smartygrants.com.au
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Bullock Island Bridge update

Big score for local hockey players 

Work on the Bullock 
Island Bridge Replacement 
Project in Lakes Entrance 
is now under way.  
The bridge will be replaced in two 
stages, with one lane remaining 
open to allow continued vehicle 
access to Bullock Island. 
Pedestrian access is now closed for 
space and safety reasons. 
The completed bridge, being built 
by Jarvis Norwood Constructions, 
will comprise a two-way roadway 
with improved load capacity, shared 
cycle and pedestrian paths and LED lighting. 
Funding of $5 million has been provided by the Federal Government’s Victorian Infrastructure Investment Program. 
The new bridge forms part of a $9 million Bullock Island Master Plan project, which will promote tourism and local 
industry on the island. 
The work will include significant new roads, carparks and promenade/boardwalk areas, while the Bullock Island 
Parkland will be developed in a way that makes the most of the natural setting while protecting native vegetation. 

Local hockey players are 
celebrating news that the 
WORLD Sporting Precinct 
redevelopment in Bairnsdale  
will now include a synthetic 
hockey pitch.
Mayor Cr Mendy Urie said Council’s 
decision to include the synthetic 
pitch would support the growth 
of hockey in East Gippsland and 
help our aspiring Hockeyroos and 
Kookaburras to improve their skills. 
“Hockey is a growing sport in 
East Gippsland and this synthetic 
playing field will encourage even 
more participation. It’s an exciting 
addition that will be used region-
wide,” Cr Urie said. 
“Council has worked closely with 
East Gippsland Hockey Association 
to make this pitch a reality and the 
association has agreed to manage 
the facility. It’s a great example of 
what we can accomplish when we 
work together to achieve our goals.” 
“Councillors and officers agreed 

that including the synthetic pitch in 
the Stage 1 works was the right time 
to add the new playing field. As a 
result, Council passed a contract 
variation on Tuesday night to allow 
for one of the two planned grass 
hockey fields to become a synthetic 
surface.”
The increased investment will 
significantly improve the sporting 
precinct used by Bairnsdale 
Hockey Club and East Gippsland 
Hockey Association, as well as 
East Gippsland United Football 
Club, Bairnsdale Soccer Club and 
Bairnsdale Netball Association. 
Work at the Wallace Street site 
began this month with most of Stage 
1 – two grass playing fields and a 
car park – due for completion in 
December. The synthetic hockey 
pitch and other Stage 1 upgrades 
are tipped for completion in 
February 2022. 
Once finished, the WORLD Sporting 
Precinct will have upgraded netball 

courts, hockey and soccer pitches, 
pavilions, floodlighting and 
improved spectator facilities. 
It will be home to more than 750 
local netballers, 630 soccer players 
and a growing group of hockey 
players. 
Council received a low-interest 
loan for this project from the 
Victorian Government in May to 
help fund the synthetic surface. The 
WORLD redevelopment has also 
received funding from the Federal 
Government’s Building Better 
Regions program and the Victorian 
Government’s Community Sports 
Infrastructure Stimulus Program.

MAJOR PROJECTS UPDATE
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BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

Black Summer Bushfire Recovery Grants are 
now open from the National Resilience and 
Recovery Agency (NRRA).
Funding of $280 million has been committed by the 
Commonwealth Government from the National Bushfire 
Recovery Fund over three years.
Councils, community organisations and businesses 
can apply for between $20,000 and $10 million of 
funding for projects addressing recovery and resilience 
priorities. 
Applications in the first round are 
now open and close on Thursday 2 
September.
Further rounds will follow.
For more information or to apply, 
visit the NRRA website.

Following an initial session at Bemm River 
this month, we have had to postpone other 
Community Conversation sessions in August.
We are planning to recommence this program 
when COVID-19 restrictions allow.
Come together with your community, agencies and 
us to discuss emergency preparedness, collaborate to 
address these issues, explore personal and community 
readiness and recovery priorities.
Upcoming sessions are:
Wiseleigh and Mossiface at Bruthen Mechanics 
Hall, Tuesday 31 August, 6.00-8.00 pm
Bruthen at Mossiface Hall, Thursday 2 September, 
6.00-8.00 pm
Bruthen East and North at Bruthen Mechanics Hall, 
Thursday 9 September, 6.00-8.00 pm
Bemm River at Bemm River Community Centre, held 
on Thursday 19 August.
These dates are subject to COVID-19 restrictions and 
may change at short notice. Please keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for updates.
Community Conversations are open to all community 
members. RSVP is preferred for COVID-19 and catering 
purposes. 
For details on how to RSVP or about these sessions, email 
Emily Websdale or call us on or (03) 5153 9500.

Apply for Black 
Summer grant

Let’s have community 
conversations

As part of the Round 5A of the Federal 
Government’s Mobile Black Spot Program, 
Telstra will build five new Mobile Black Spot 
sites in the East Gippsland area.
The program focusses on improving mobile coverage 
and telecommunications infrastructure and competition 
across the country.
Sixty-seven new mobile base stations were announced 
as part of this round. These stations will collectively 
improve or add 12,000 square kilometres of mobile 
coverage and address coverage issues across regional 
and remote Australia, including in bushfire-prone areas 
and along highways.
East Gippsland locations in this round are:
• Anglers Rest - Small Cell
• Goongerah - Small Cell
• W Tree Creek - Small Cell
• Monaro Highway (near Chandlers Creek) - Macro Cell
• Pheasant Hill (on Great Alpine Road) - Macro Cell 

A number of previously announced cells are in progress. 
Towers in Cape Conran, Gipsy Point, Cabbage Tree 
Creek, Furnell, Lindenow and a number of upgrades 
are progressing associated with the High Country Link 
project, which includes the optical fibre link from Swifts 
Creek to Bruthen and some new or upgraded cells.
Also, the Federal Government’s Strengthening 
Telecommunications Against Natural Disasters (STAND) 
Program has provided a satellite connection into eight 
community facilities across East Gippsland to provide 
back-up telecommunications during emergencies.
We have nominated more community facilities for the 
program’s next round. 
To learn more about these programs, visit the Mobile 
Black Spot Program website, or the STAND 
program website.

More mobile 
blackspot funding

Community 
groups and 

businesses can 
apply.

https://recovery.gov.au/black-summer-grants
https://www.facebook.com/eastgippyshire
mailto:emilyWe%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:emilyWe%40egipps.vic.gov.au?subject=
https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/phone/mobile-services-and-coverage/mobile-black-spot-program
https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/phone/mobile-services-and-coverage/mobile-black-spot-program
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/strengthening-telecommunications-against-natural-disasters
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/strengthening-telecommunications-against-natural-disasters
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The Business Recovery Advisory Service 
has been extended to June 2022.
The Melbourne Innovation Centre, one of Australia’s 
longest-running and most successful business 
incubators, will continue to deliver their service 
in East Gippsland with its team of local business 
recovery advisors to ensure business continuity and 
support. 
For more information or to get in contact with a 
small business advisor visit the Business Victoria 
website. 

Below are some tips on water supply and 
property access requirements when rebuilding 
in a bushfire-prone area.
Water supply
Dwellings built in bushfire-prone areas need to have a 
dedicated water supply for firefighting purposes. This 
water cannot be used for domestic purposes or on a 
garden.
The amount of water needed depends on the size of 
the lot and, for lots between 500m2 and 1,000m2, also 
depends on whether there is a fire hydrant nearby. The 
Bushfire Attack Level rating of a home does not affect 
the water supply requirements.
The water tank for firefighting needs to:  
• Be an above-ground tank made of concrete or 

metal. 
• Have all fixed above-ground water pipes and 

fittings for firefighting purposes made of corrosion-
resistant metal. 

• Include a separate outlet for occupant use. 
There are additional requirements when a 10,000-litre 
water supply is needed. These are: 
• It must be readily identifiable from the building or 

with appropriate signs to the CFA’s satisfaction. 
• It must be within 60m of the building’s furthest 

edge.
• The water tank’s outlet must be within four metres of 

the accessway and unobstructed.  
Read more>>>

Community Bushfire Connection is a new 
community resource website with a vision to 
create a space where communities, agencies 
and subject specialists can come together 
to share stories of living with bushfires. 
The site hosts a wealth of information on local 
communities, fire ecology and history in Gippsland, 
recovery progress, news, helpful resources and stories 
from community members. 
The site is delivered by a working group of members 
from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning; Federation University; and the Country Fire 
Authority. While content on the website is managed by 
this working group, community members are welcome 
and encouraged to contribute.
To share your story, photos or videos, or to take a look at 
what resources and information the site has to offer, visit 
the Community Bushfire Connection website.

We have $1 million in funding from Bushfire 
Recovery Victoria’s (BRV) Local Economic 
Recovery (LER) program. 
This funding is being used for the Community Resilience 
and Development Program. 
The program focusses on ensuring the future resilience 
and capacity of community facilities across the shire.
This will support bringing communities together through 
recovery, but also to prepare for emergency events by 
updating and upgrading eligible facilities.
There are several elements intended to be assessed and 
implemented at eligible facilities, including:
• Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) assessment
• Electrical switchboard upgrades
• Audio visual upgrades
• Ember protection upgrades

The BAL assessment component has been completed 
and we are reviewing the reports. These reports and the 
BAL assessments will help us develop the scope of works 
for the ember protection upgrades. 
The electrical switchboard upgrade component is also 
in progress.
For more information contact your Place Manager or 
Project Lead Paul Oakes on (03) 5153 9500.

Website connectsTips for rebuilding 
after fires

Service extended 
to next June

Update on grant 
program 

BUSHFIRE RECOVERY Read our Place Update newsletters here>>>

http://www.business.vic.gov.au
http://www.business.vic.gov.au
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-rebuilding
http://www.Communitybushfireconnection.com.au
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-community-recovery


Rebuild Support Service (RSS):
Referred RSS 

In Preparation

No Permit Required

Planning Permits:  
Planning Applications Lodged

Under Assessment

Planning Permits Approved

OMEO
RSS PLANNING

BUCHAN
RSS PLANNING

ERRINUNDRA-SNOWY
RSS PLANNING

BAIRNSDALE
RSS PLANNING

ORBOST
RSS PLANNING

CANN VALLEY
RSS PLANNING

MALLACOOTA
RSS PLANNING

LAKES ENTRANCE
RSS PLANNINGTWIN RIVERS

RSS PLANNING
BRUTHEN

RSS PLANNING

- August  2021

4

0

4

10

3

0

16

0

16

20

7

3
5

2

3

5

1

0

57

1

52

83

28

4

7

1

6

9

3

0
3

0

3

4

2

0

4

0

4

4

2

1

1

0

1

3

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

0

46

0

45

49

16

11

191

66

19

143

4

134



Our Councillors
Cr Mendy Urie – Mayor
Direct - 0436 324 179
cr.urie@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Mark Reeves – Deputy Mayor
Direct - 0419 016 581
cr.reeves@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Jane Greacen OAM
Direct - 0428 478 219
cr.greacen@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Arthur Allen
Direct - 0429 630 474
cr.allen@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Trevor Stow
Direct - 0439 285 111
cr.stow@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Sonia Buckley
Direct - 0429 567 229
cr.sbuckley@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Kirsten Van Diggele
Direct - 0429 629 950
cr.vandiggele@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr Tom Crook
Direct - 0429 554 064
cr.crook@egipps.vic.gov.au

Cr John White
Direct - 0498 001 531
cr.white@egipps.vic.gov.au

Note: When emailing a Councillor, type “Att Cr (their last name)” in the subject line.

Scan here to subscribe
to this monthly
community newsletter
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