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2012-21 REGIONAL AND DISTRICT EVENTS SPONSORSHIP APPLICATIONS ROUND TWO PANEL SUMMARY 

No. Organisation 
Name Name of Event Event Date

First Year Description Total Cost 
of Event

Requested 
Funding 

Recommended
Funding Comments 

1.
HRA Special 
Events Inc.

Alpine Rally of 
East Gippsland

2 - 5 December 
2021 

December 2021 will celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the Alpine Rally by the RACV (inaugural event was held in 
1921).  The Alpine is the oldest surviving motorsport event 
in Australia and the second oldest rally in the world. Only 
a handful of motorsport events, including the French 
Grand Prix, the Monte Carlo Rally, the Indianapolis 500, 
Pikes Peak Hill Climb and the Italian Grand Prix, are 
older.

The Historic Rally Association reinvigorated the event in
2001 and relocated it to East Gippsland in 2003. Since 
then, the Alpine Rally of East Gippsland has run every two 
years. 

The event is a special stage rally for two-wheel drive 
classic rally cars, regularly attracting the cream of 
Australia’s gravel rally competitors from across Australia 
and overseas. 

In 2021 the event will continue its practice of supporting
the local communities by facilitating opportunities for fund-
raising through the provision of services to the event. In 
the past this has created a significant funding boost for 
community groups in Cann River, Bemm River, Orbost, 
Bruthen and Lakes Entrance. In 2021 event organisers 
intend working with the Orbost Football Netball Club, the 
Omeo Football Netball Club, the Bruthen Cricket Club, 
local CFA brigades in those towns as well as Swifts Creek 
and SES brigades in Lakes Entrance and Bruthen.

The next Alpine Rally of East Gippsland will be held over 
3.5 days early December 2021. The event will be based in 
Lakes Entrance and will stretch over 1,000 kms, visiting 
Orbost, Omeo and Bruthen before finishing on the Lakes 
Entrance foreshore.

This event limits participation to 105 rally cars, 210 drivers 
and navigators, 450 officials and approximately 3000 
spectators. Participants come from all Australian states 
and territories and currently 6 New Zealand teams are 
registered pending an Aust-NZ travel bubble. 
Unfortunately, 3 USA, 2 Singapore and 3 UK registrations 
may not be able to participate unless travel restrictions 
change and international boarders are re-opened.

$255,000 $10,000
One Year  

$10,000
One Year 

The Panel noted that this year the event 
will be celebrating 100 years since the 
race started, and the 20th anniversary in 
East Gippsland. The event is well run and 
showcases a broad cross section of our 
region and worthy of Shire and outside 
agency support.

Sponsorship would be used for Marketing. 
Specifically, towards securing personalities 
to do promotional work on TV and Online 
media. This would also include a major TV 
documentary celebrating the event and its 
centenary for both Australian and 
International broadcast, online media 
audiences with Channel 7 and TV1 New 
Zealand. All these media channels would 
promote the location of the event as a 
tourist destination post event.  
The event will engage Black Magic Media
to produce all broadcast content and again 
engage Colin Clark (notable UK 
personality) world renowned as the 'Voice 
of Rally' in the World Rally Championship. 
Note that Colin Clark will quarantine in 
New Zealand prior to coming to Australia 
and if unable to attend will provide an 
online service.

The Events team will request event 
organisers work with East Gippsland 
Marketing Inc and Destination Gippsland 
to adopt and implement the new 
destination tourism branding within their 
event website and strengthen links to 
Visitor Information Centres for 
accommodation and tour bookings.

The event organiser is also happy to work 
with Council’s Events team on succession 
planning in regard to event coordination as 
this role is primarily done by volunteers. 
This will help to sustain future delivery of 
the event in East Gippsland.  

2.

Omeo Region 
Business and 
Tourism 
Association

Beef and Beer 
Adventure 
Festival

10 – 12 
September 
2021

The Beef and Beer Adventure Festival is a new and 
diverse event, bringing together a multi-discipline 
adventure-sport event, the best craft beers from the $468,500

$10,000
Three 
years

$10,000
One Year 

The panel noted that this is a new event, is 
a great fit for the region and aligns well 
with positioning of Omeo as an Adventure 
hub.  The event would help to promote 
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region, beef from the beef capital of Omeo with special 
guest chefs, and entertainment around town.

It will be a 3-day event bringing the best that the Alpine
area of East Gippsland has to offer. Great beef, beer and 
showing off the best to our elite adventure sports; 
mountain biking, hiking, canoeing/rafting. 
Event organisers expect to attract 2500 people to this 
event. 

(single year  
recommendation, 
due to the 
development of 
new EGSC 
Events Strategy 
pending Council 
endorsement  
and  
consultation) 

awareness of the new Omeo MTB park 
and is driven by the local Omeo Business 
and Tourism Association. 

The timing is excellent and within a 
shoulder period ski season. Omeo tends 
not to benefit at this time of the year as 
snow enthusiasts largely pass through, 
without stopping and spending. 

This new event builds on a lapsed 
adventure-race event through broadened 
scope to showcase local produce, craft 
beer and quality local beef, ensuring wider 
market appeal.

The panel noted the inaugural event is 
heavily reliant on grant funding, however, 
provided funds can be successfully 
secured to deliver the event and attract the 
level of participation forecast, this concept 
has the potential to become an iconic 
event for the region. 

3. Wildfighter Boxing Wildfighter RND6 October 2021

Wildfighter is a professional boxing promotion business
led by former World Champion and Bairnsdale local Will 
Tomlinson.  
Event organisers are looking to host a show in Bairnsdale 
in October at the BARC which will be headlined by fellow 
Gippslander and Olympian Jason Whateley. The card will 
also feature local talent such as Blake Wells, Max 
Reeves, Bayden Ashwood and other fighters from across 
Victoria and Australia. 

The show will be filmed and broadcast.
1100 spectators were present at the last event however 
this year's capacity may be limited to 75% of venue 
capacity in order to comply with COVID safe 
requirements. $145,000

$10,000
Three 
years

Nil 

The Panel noted that this is a Commercial 
Sporting Management Company (Licensed 
Boxing Promoters). After three years, this 
event should already be self-sustaining.

It is not recommended for RADES funding 
as the application has not been able to 
detail source markets - as a ticketed event, 
this information should be easy to capture 
and available from previous years.  
The event intends to attract 1500 people – 
however economic benefit is difficult to 
assess if audience is mostly from within 
East Gippsland, generally low yielding.  

The live stream does not show what 
benefit there is there for the region (50,000 
viewers of the event, however there is no 
explanation of where the value is for the 
destination)
  
Note that Council sponsored this event in 
2019 - 2020 at $2000 plus in-kind support 
to help develop a Place of Public 
Entertainment application and Risk 
Management Plans for an event held at 
the BARC.
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4.
Omeo Golf Club 
Inc RV & Caravan 

Muster

Melbourne Cup 
weekends 29-10 
to 2-11-2021

Annual camping/caravanning/motor-homing at Omeo
Golf Course with bands, entertainment, local produce
stalls, fishing competitions, hole-in one competition and
fireworks.

450 people are expected to be attracted to this event with 
participants mostly coming from Victoria and NSW along 
with local day visitors and local community.

$33,532.00
$10,000
Three 
years

$5,000
One Year 

The Panel noted that this event has good 
community support, though the application 
has been unable to demonstrate level of 
innovation from previous events given it 
has been running for 5 years. 

The event has received sponsorship in the 
past from Council through the Community 
Grants Program and received $4,000 
previously in RADES sponsorship in 2018-
19, therefore the panel did not recommend 
the full funding request.

The applicant was unable to provide a 
detailed breakdown of where participants 
come from or intelligence on how long they 
stay in the region for.  

The panel acknowledged that the event 
helps raise funds for local Golf Club, a key 
community facility for Omeo and run by 
volunteers and due to bushfires and 
COVID it has been difficult for the club with 
the RV and Caravan Muster having been 
cancelled in 2020, however the RADES 
program is to support events which 
demonstrate strong economic benefit back 
to the region rather than fund raising for 
community groups.
The recommendation of $5,000 for one 
year is in recognition of the economic 
contribution the event provides to the 
region in its current format.
 
Event sponsorship will go towards the hire 
of portable toilets and showers,
Live music entertainment, stage hire, 
children's entertainment tailored to meet 
COVID safety guidelines, rubbish bins and 
collection, insurance, advertising, and 
refreshed marketing.

The Events team will work with the Omeo 
Golf Club to list the event on ATDW and 
recommends the applicant partners with 
Caravan and Motorhome Club of Australia 
https://www.cmca.net.au/ and RACV to 
broaden marketing reach and promote the 
event through their member publications 
"The Wanderer" and RACV’s Royal Auto 
magazine by linking to link to RV Friendly 
towns.  

https://www.cmca.net.au/
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The Events team will also request that the 
event organisers work with East Gippsland 
Marketing and Destination Gippsland to 
adopt and implement the new destination 
and Omeo branding and strengthen links 
to Visitor Information Centres.

5.
Gippsland Youth 
Club Inc.

East Gippsland 
Orbost Winter 
Lantern Festival

3 July 2021

The Gippsland Youth Club with the support of much of
our local community will host an annual Winter Lantern 
Festival alongside the East Gippsland Winter Festival. 
This is a free event. Expected number of attendees is 300

$24,000.00
$10,000
Three 
years

Nil 

The Panel noted that the applicant has not 
been able to demonstrate where visitation 
is likely to come from or articulate 
economic benefit.  

The event has strong ties with local 
community groups and associations, and 
whilst the Panel appreciated the value of 
this event in providing skills development 
of local youth, it was not considered to be 
a tourism event and therefore not 
recommend for RADES funding. 

The Events team have been notified that 
the event will now proceed as a community 
lantern walk.

The Events team will also assist the group 
with event permitting and direct the group 
towards available event training resources 
and funding for future aspirations to 
strengthen applications in the future.

It should be noted that feedback was 
provided to the applicant at the time of 
lodging their funding submission that this 
event would be better placed in the 
Community Grants Program, however this 
advice was not taken on board.

Panel Recommendations
Recommendation to allocate $25,000 from 2020-2021 RADES program in accordance with the RADES Program recommendations 2020 - 2021: 
Assuming a total funding pool of $105,400 plus reallocated funds from 2019-20 $55,230
Minus $97,000 which was forward committed from previous rounds
Minus recommendation to allocate $25,000
Leaving $38,630 of unallocated budget. 

 
$10,000 Alpine Rally of East Gippsland
$5,000 RV & Caravan Muster
$10,000 Beef and Beer Adventure Festival


