
10 November 2020 Form 2 
 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT 
 

 
The land affected by the 
application is located at: 
 

 
101 Kalimna West Road  KALIMNA 
WEST   
Lot 2 PS 521918 
 

 
The application is for a 
permit to: 
 

 
Use of land for Low Density Mobile 
Outdoor Poultry Farming 
 

 
The applicant for the 
permit is: 
 

 
Crowther & Sadler Pty Ltd 
 

 
The application 
reference number is: 
 

 

408/2020/P 

 
You may look at the 
application and any 
documents that support 
the application on the 
website of the 
responsible authority. 
 

 
 

(Intentionally blank) 

 
This can be viewed anytime by visiting the following website: 
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/PlanningApps. 
 
Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may object or make 
other submissions to the responsible authority. 
 
An objection must  be sent to the Responsible Authority in writing, 
    include the reasons for the objection, and 
    state how the objector would be affected. 
 

 
The Responsible Authority will not 
decide on the application before: 
 

 
Subject to applicant carrying out notice 

 

 
If you object, the Responsible Authority will tell you its decision. 

 
Please note submissions received will be made available for inspection and may be made available to other 
parties in accordance with the Planning & Environment Act 1987.  If you have concerns about this, please 
contact the East Gippsland Shire Council’s Planning Office.
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REGISTER SEARCH STATEMENT (Title Search) Transfer of Land Act 1958
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VOLUME 10784 FOLIO 992                            Security no :  124085373402B
                                                  Produced 08/09/2020 02:18 PM

LAND DESCRIPTION
----------------
Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 521918L.
PARENT TITLES :
Volume 10006 Folio 025     Volume 10269 Folio 388
Created by instrument PS521918L 24/02/2004

REGISTERED PROPRIETOR
---------------------
Estate Fee Simple
Sole Proprietor
    LUDAMON PTY LTD of 25 SEAVIEW PARADE KALIMNA VIC 3909
    AS645585R 24/10/2019

ENCUMBRANCES, CAVEATS AND NOTICES
---------------------------------

    Any encumbrances created by Section 98 Transfer of Land Act 1958 or Section
    24 Subdivision Act 1988 and any other encumbrances shown or entered on the
    plan set out under DIAGRAM LOCATION below.

DIAGRAM LOCATION
----------------
SEE PS521918L FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND BOUNDARIES

ACTIVITY IN THE LAST 125 DAYS 
-----------------------------

NIL

------------------------END OF REGISTER SEARCH STATEMENT------------------------

Additional information: (not part of the Register Search Statement)

Street Address: 101 KALIMNA WEST ROAD KALIMNA WEST VIC 3909

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTICES
----------------------
NIL

eCT Control    21210T WARREN GRAHAM AND MURPHY PTY LTD
Effective from 24/10/2019

DOCUMENT END
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Our ref: 18672AMP  
 
 
 
2 October 2020 
 
 
 
Acting Senior Planner  
East Gippsland Shire Council  
Via Planning Portal  
 
 
Attention: Mr. Robert Pringle  
 
 
Dear Robert,  
 
Re:  Proposed Mobile Outdoor Poultry Farm  
  Lot 2 on PS521918 
  101 Kalimna West Road, Kalimna West  
 
Please find enclosed a planning Application which seeks approval for a mobile 
outdoor poultry farm for the production of chicken eggs at 101 Kalimna West 
Road, Kalimna West in accordance with Clause 35.07-1 of the Farming Zone of 
the East Gippsland Planning Scheme.  
 
The subject land is formally described as Lot 2 on PS521918 and comprises an 
undulating land which is segmented by a deep vegetated gully system.  
 
The more elevated and clear sections of the land have historically been grazed 
by cattle. In more recent times however the western portion of the property 
adjacent to Kalimna West Road has been established with a poultry farm for the 
production of free range eggs.  
 
Approval has been granted for a dwelling on the western portion of the property 
within close proximity to the poultry farm operation (Planning Permit 65/2020/P). 
Whilst the dwelling has not been erected to date, it will ultimately provide 
ongoing support to the operation and maintenance of the poultry farm which 
demands high surveillance and manual operation.   
 
The farm currently comprises 4,000 ready to lay hens with the ability to increase 
to 5,000 in the future. The Application seeks approval for the use of the land for 
a poultry farm for up to 5,000 birds.  
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Cultural Heritage  
 
Pursuant to Regulation 7 of the Aboriginal Heritage regulations 2018, a Cultural 
heritage management Plan is required for an activity if:  
 

a) All or part of the activity area is in an area of cultural heritage sensitivity; and  

b) All or part o the activity area is a high impact activity.  

 

 
Extract from VicPlan: Areas of cultural heritage sensitivity 

 
The subject land is not within an area of cultural heritage sensitivity and the 
poultry farm is not identified as being a high impact activity under the 
Regulations (Regulation 46). There is therefore requirement to undertake a 
CHMP.  
 
Farming Zone  
 
The proposal is considered to be consistent with the purpose of the Farming 
Zone as it makes good use of the rural land and facilitates the ongoing 
operation of a local agricultural business.  
 
The subject land is contained within the Farming Zone – Schedule 1. Whilst 
poultry farm is a Section 1 use under the provisions of the Farming Zone when 
less than 100 poultry are provided, the farm is more extensive with the total 
number of poultry currently being 4,000 and expectant numbers to rise to 5,000. 
The use of the land for the purposes of a poultry farm therefore triggers 
planning approval in this instance.  
 
The poultry farm operates in accordance with the Victorian Low Density Mobile 

Outdoor Poultry Farm Planning Permit Guidelines (dated June 2018) (‘the 
Guidelines’) with the poultry farm providing low environmental and amenity 
risks.  

Subject land 

Areas of cultural 
heritage sensitivity 
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Accompanying the Application is a Development Plan for Low Density Mobile 

Outdoor Poultry Farm which provides details of the operations and activities 
associated with the poultry farm and demonstrates compliance with ‘the 
Guidelines’.  It is anticipated that the Development Plan for Low Density Mobile 

Outdoor Poultry Farm and associated Site Plan will be endorsed as part of 
Planning Permit.  
 
Planning Policy  
 
The objective to assist the protection and conservation of Victoria’s Biodiversity 
at Clause 12.01-1S relating to Protection of Biodiversity is adhered to by the 
proposal. The poultry farm has been established on the more elevated land 
being adequately offset from the vegetated gully system which segments the 
site.  
 
Clause 14.01-1S relating to Protection of Agricultural Land has the objective to 
protect the State’s agricultural base by preserving productive farmland. The 
proposal is considered to respond positively to associated strategies the 
proposal simply seeks to legitimise an existing rural use. The land is also most 
capable of sustaining the free-range poultry farm as outlined within the 
accompanying Development Plan.  
 
Clause 14.01-2S relating to Sustainable Agricultural Land Use has the objective to 
encourage sustainable agricultural land use. The proposal responds positively 
as the poultry farm is confined to the elevated cleared portion of the site. The 
poultry farm is also run on a rotation system which ensures constant shifting of 
the mobile caravans and the birds contained therewith. This ensures that areas 
are not overgrazed or adversely impacted by nutrient loads.  
 
The objective to ensure that rural land is used and developed in a way that will 
support efficient agricultural production at Clause 21.06-1 relating to Protection 

of Agricultural Land is upheld by the proposal. The Application simply seeks 
approval for the use of the land for a viable agricultural purpose as already 
occurring on the land.  
 
Concluding Remarks  
 
In summary, the proposal responds appropriately to the provisions of the 
Farming Zone as applying to the whole of the subject land whilst being 
respectful of the environmentally sensitive areas of the property.  
 
The proposal will facilitate the growth of an existing local business producing 
free range chicken eggs which are stocked at numerous local food premises for 
purchase by the general public whilst also being used in numerous cafes, 
restaurants and shops.  
 
To facilitate our request a cheque made payable to the East Gippsland Shire 

Council in the amount of $1,318.10 will be hand delivered direct to Council later 
today.  
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It is respectfully requested that Council consider the merits of the Application 
favourably and resolve to issue a Planning Permit for Poultry Farm as 
requested.  
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact our office should we be able to 
assist further in relation to this matter.  
 
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
RICHARD HOXLEY  
Senior Planner 
 
Encl:  Copy of Title Lot 2 on PS521918 
 Development Plan – LDMOPF 
 Farm Management Plan (Version 2, dated 23/09/2020)  
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1. Description of Proposal  
 
This Development Plan is provided in support of a Planning Application for a 
Low Density Mobile Outdoor Poultry Farm at 101 Kalimna West Road, Kalimna 
West.  
 
This Development Plan is expected to be endorsed as part of Planning Permit 
and provides details of how the existing poultry farm operation complies with the 
Low Density Mobile Outdoor Poultry Farm Planning Permit Guidelines (June 2018) 
(‘the Guidelines’).  
 
The use of the land for the production of free range eggs from free range 
pasture hens is already established on site however it is predicated to that the 
farm will expand as demand for product continues to increase.   
 

 
General view across the existing free range poultry farm 

 
The farm has a stocking number of 4,000 birds on site however it is anticipated 
that this number will increase to 5,000 birds into the future as the business 
continues to expand. This development Plan therefore accommodates the 
anticipated increase in bird numbers and demonstrates compliance with ‘the 
Guidelines.  
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2. Name & Contact Details  
 
The title to the property is currently in the name of Ludamon Pty Ltd however 
under the current arrangements it is rented to Mr. Daniel Rijs who manages and 
operates the poultry farm. Relevant contact details are as follows:  
 

Current Property Owners:  Ludamon Pty Ltd 

Contact:  Richard & Marlene Rijs 

Mobile Number:  0418 514 365 

Email Address:  rrijs@bigpond.com 

Poultry Farm Manager / Operator:  Mr. Daniel Rijs  

Mobile Number:  0402 189 961 

Email Address:  rijsdan@icloud.com  

 
3. Property Identification Number  
 
Properties which graze more than 50 chickens are required to obtain a Property 
Identification Code (PIC) which provides traceability of disease and enhanced 
protection to farming enterprises in the wider community.   
 

Property Identification Code:  3egwm259 

Egg Stamp Code: VCQ7 

 
4. Property Details 
 
The poultry farm is established on one separately transferable title which is 
formally described as Lot 2 on PS521918 being approximately 41.15ha in area.  
 
The poultry farm and associated infrastructure is established on the western 
portion of the property on elevated land within close proximity to Kalimna West 
Road. This location facilitates good access whilst also being sufficiently offset 
from the vegetated gully system which segments the property.  
 
An existing shed is established on the south western section of the site which is 
utilised in association with the poultry farm operation. This shed is generally 
utilised for storage purposes and includes a cool room for storage of eggs.  
 
Planning Permit 65/2020/P was issued on 16 June 2020 for the development of 
a dwelling on the land. The establishment of a dwelling will provide the ability for 
the management and maintenance of the poultry farm to be enhanced as the 
business continues to expand.   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rijsdan@icloud.com
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5. Planning Zones & Overlays 
 
The whole of the subject land is contained within the Farming Zone – Schedule 
1, Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 1-53, Erosion Management 
Overlay and Significant Landscape Overlay – Schedule 3 of the East Gippsland 
Planning Scheme.  

 
The site is also partially contained within the Bushfire Management Overlay, 
Design & Development Overlay – Schedule & and Vegetation Protection 
Overlay – Schedule 1 of the East Gippsland Planning Scheme.  
 

 
Zone Mapping – Source: VicPlan (DELWP) 

 

   
Bushfire Managememnt Overlay & Design & Development Overlay Mapping – Source: 

VicPlan (DELWP) 

 

   
Environmental Significance Overlay & Erosion Management Overlay Mapping – 

Source: VicPlan (DELWP) 
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Significant Landscape Overlay & Vegetation Protection Overlay Mapping – Source: 

VicPlan (DELWP) 

 
The inclusion of the site within the Farming Zone – Schedule 1 triggers planning 
approval for the use of the land for the purposes of a Poultry Farm at Clause 
35.07-1. The Planning Overlays as applying do not trigger any planning 
approval for the Poultry Farm.  
 
6. Production Details  
 
Poultry System 
 
The farm is based on a mobile outdoor production system which includes the 
housing of laying chickens in mobile caravans for the production of free-range 
eggs. It is a layer farm which purchases chickens at point of lay enabling the 
farm to concentrate purely on egg production without the complexities of chick 
raising.  
 
There are currently two formally established paddocks provided with fixed 
fencing however the second of these paddocks is segmented by temporary 
fencing to provide for a total of three paddocks.   
 
A fourth paddock is proposed at the south which will ultimately provide 
opportunity for one paddock to be rested at a time whilst the remainder undergo 
rotation.  
 
There is currently a total of three mobile caravans provided on site which house 
the birds. Two of the mobile caravans each accommodate 1,500 birds and the 
third caravan accommodates 1,000 birds.  
 
To ensure nutrient load is evenly spread, ground cover is replenished, and birds 
access fresh range areas the mobile caravans are relocated at least every two 
weeks consistent with ‘the Guidelines’.  
 
The mobile caravans are generally moved twice a week as the enhanced 
frequency provides better management for both the birds and the land. The 
mobile caravans are moved at least 60 metres at a time to ensure that range 
areas do not overlap and that nutrient loads are more evenly distributed 
throughout the paddocks.   
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Bird Numbers & Composition 
 
The flock number currently contained on site is 4,000 birds. It is anticipated 
however that over time the business will continue to grow with numbers to 
increase to no more than 5,000 birds.  
 
The farm will continue to operate a point of lay to replacement system, as it 
results in more efficient production and avoids the labour-intensive work 
associated with chick raising.  
 
7. Production System  
 
Area Available for Birds 
 
The farming operation is established on the western portion of the property 
where a total of four paddocks will ultimately be provided for birds to range and 
egg production activities.  
 

Paddock Number Area (ha) 

1 0.9749ha 

2 1.352ha 

3 0.5407ha 

4 0.6869ha 

Total area available 
for birds 

3.55ha 

 
As a total of 4,000 birds are currently contained on site within paddocks 1-3 
(inclusive) there is currently a stocking density of around 1,126 birds per 
hectare.  
 
The forecast numbers of 5,000 birds distributed throughout the four paddocks 
will ultimately result in a stocking density of around 1,408 birds per hectare.  
 
The stocking densities are considered to be appropriate given the style of the 
adopted rotation system. The system includes frequent rotation of the mobile 
housing and associated infrastructure together with the implementation of rest 
periods for the paddocks which exceed the standards specified with the  
Victorian Low Density Mobile Outdoor  Poultry Farm Planning Permit Guidelines (June 
2018) (‘the Guidelines’). 
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Bird Movements  
 
The birds typically have a maximum range area of 25-30 metres from the 
mobile caravans and it is therefore important to move the structures frequently 
to ensure nutrient load is evenly spread, ground cover is able to replenish and 
to provide fresh range areas.  
 
The mobile caravans are typically moved around 60 metres or more at a time to 
ensure the various range areas in the rotation do not overlap. The mobile 
caravans and associated infrastructure are typically relocated more frequently 
than the minimum of every two weeks as prescribed by ‘the Guidelines’. In 
practice the shifting of mobile caravans occurs around twice a week depending 
upon conditions.  
 
There are approximately 8-10% of the chickens who choose to lay directly on 
the ground rather than in the nesting boxes which results in approximately 200 
eggs on the ground. The more frequent rotation results in these eggs being 
cleaner as they are deposited on land with good pasture coverage.    
 
It is acknowledged that the frequency for moving the mobile caravans may need 
to vary on occasion to cater for unusual circumstances such as bad weather or 
good pasture coverage.  
 
The rotation of the mobile caravans across a paddock continues to occur for a 
3-month timeframe. The whole rotation will then commence again incorporating 
the rested paddock while allowing one of the recently used paddocks to be 
rested.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Example of how the paddocks are rotated 
 
 
 
 
 

Rage Area 

Paddock Boundary 
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8. Poultry Housing, Fencing, Feeding & Water  
 
Poultry Housing  
 
There are currently two mobile chicken coupes which can accommodate a 
maximum of 1,500 layer hens and a smaller mobile coupe which can 
accommodate an additional 1,000 layer hens on site.  
 
These chicken caravans are custom made locally which has ensured that all 
nest box spaces, drinkers and access to feed exceed the relevant standards 
prescribed under Egg Standards Australia (ESA).  
 
The flooring of the chicken caravans is provided with mesh which allows 
manure to fall directly to the ground thus ensuring a continuous clean housing 
environment. The caravans are moved frequently under the production system 
which ensures manure is distributed across the paddocks and causing adverse 
nutrient build up.  
 
The access doors on the chicken caravans are on automated timers which not 
only provide security from predators and the elements however provide 
additional practicality and convenience.  
 
The current housing arrangements provide capacity to accommodate a total of 
4,000 birds. The approval however will allow for the maximum allowable 
number of 5,000 birds which will ultimately trigger the need for additional 
housing as the numbers of site increase.  
 
Obtaining approval for a maximum of 5,000 chickens will accommodate for 
times when chickens are being changed over, when there may be temporarily 
more of them on the farm. It will also enable production of chicken eggs to 
increase over time to meet demand.  
 
The flock tend to attack any birds which have incurred an injury, so any injured 
birds are typically taken to a small recovery shed which is located behind the 
larger storage shed. This enables special care to be taken to nurse injured birds 
back to health and to provide them with an increased chance of survival.  
 
Fencing 
 
There are currently two larger paddock areas that have been established on site 
which have been provided with 1050mm wire mesh fencing which is extends 
approximately 12 inches underground.  
 
The second of these paddocks is segmented by temporary steel fencing which 
has the impact of creating a third paddock. This temporary fencing is 
approximately 2 metres in height and has an interchangeable design. The 
inbuilt flexibility in the design ensures that the alignment can be easily changed 
into the future, if necessary.   
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Whist the fourth paddock is yet to be formally established, it will also be 
provided with mesh 1050mm mesh fencing similar in design to the existing 
paddocks.  
 

 
View towards existing internal fencing 

 
Water & Feeding Infrastructure  
 
Each of the mobile chicken caravans are fitted with internal ‘drippers’ which 
provide the chickens with a safe, convenient and clean water source. The use 
of the dripper system ensures that the water is not contaminated by wild birds 
and is easily accessible both day and night by the flock.  
 
The internal dripper system is fed by 1,000 litre water ‘cubes’ which are 
connected to the exterior of the chicken caravans. These water cubes are easily 
moveable and are shifted when they require filling and to ensure proximity to 
the mobile caravans.  
 
An existing bore is provided on the eastern portion of the property which feeds a 
header tank on the north eastern portion of the property. This header tank is 
connected to underground pipework which leads to the poultry paddocks.  
 
At the time the wire mesh fencing was established for the existing poultry 
paddocks further pipework and outlets were installed. These outlets are 
provided at 50 metre intervals which ensures the existing paddocks have 
access to water for the hens and irrigation. This underground system ensures 
that the filling of the 1,000 litre water tanks is easily facilitated so as to provide a 
continuous water supply to the flock.  
 
The extensive water supply network provides the additional benefit of being 
able to utilise misting sprayers under the row of trees along the western 
boundary to keep the chickens cool on the hotter summer days.  
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Each of the mobile caravans are provided with three mobile Aussie Feeders 

which are provided on trailers for ease of mobility. The use of these feeders 
aids in reducing the number of wild birds which would otherwise be attracted if 
grain was left on the ground.   
 

 
View towards mobile caravan and feeders 

 
9. Feed  
 
A grain silo with 12 tonne capacity is positioned beside the existing shed which 
stores the grain utilised as supplementary chicken feed. When the grain is 
required it is distributed easily into mobile chicken feeders which are provided 
on movable trailers.   

 

The use of the silo ensures adequate onsite storage for one month’s supply of 
grain. It is fully enclosed and is unable to be accessed by vermin or wild birds. 
The use of a silo also ensures minimal waste as it is positioned on a concrete 
pad which is easily swept when feed is spilled.  
 

 
View towards existing shed and silo 
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10. Nutrient Management Plan  
 
The risks associated with nutrient loading will be managed and maintained to 
appropriate standards consistent with ‘the Guidelines’. The following nutrient 
plan provides information on the following:  

1. Maintenance of 50% groundcover 

2. Mobile infrastructure and management of excess manure under 
housing  

3. No return period and pasture management  

4. Soil test records and farm management details  
 
Maintenance of Ground Cover 
 
To ensure the minimum requirement of 50% groundcover will continue to be 
maintained the following measures will continue to be implemented on an 
ongoing basis:  

• Appropriate stocking densities  

• Frequent paddock rotations  

• Relocating mobile infrastructure 
 
The anticipated increase in flock numbers to a maximum of 5,000 birds will 
result in an appropriate stocking density having regard for the available roaming 
areas and the rotation system.  
 
The mobile caravans will continue to be rotated throughout the paddocks 
frequently (minimum once every two weeks) to ensure the birds roam in 
different areas. This will not only ensure fresh grass is provided however will 
also ensure nutrients are distributed more evenly throughout the site.  
 
As these measures have already been implemented the paddocks are already 
provided with good grass cover as demonstrated by the photographs within this 
Plan.  
 
There have been instances in the past where the pasture has become too long. 
When this occurs the chickens often prefer to lay in tufts of grass rather than the 
nesting boxes which makes egg collection more labour intensive. When this has 
occurred cows from elsewhere on the property have been brought in for a short 
period to assist with the reducing the height of the grass.    
 
There is a small strip of land adjoining the western boundary which at times 
comprises reduced grass coverage due to the presence of shallow roots from 
the established vegetation contained within the road reserve. Careful 
consideration is therefore given to placement of the mobile caravans so as to 
exclude this area when grass cover is less than 50 percent. 
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Picture showing mobile caravan and range area with good pasture coverage 

 
Mobile Infrastructure Relocation & Management of Excess Manure Under 
Housing  
 
As part of the rotation process each of the mobile caravans and associated 
infrastructure will continue to be moved in accordance with the ‘the Guidelines’ 
which states that housing, feeding and water infrastructure are relocated at 
least every two weeks to ensure nutrient load is evenly spread, ground cover is 
replenished and birds access fresh range areas.  
 
The floor of the mobile caravans is constructed with wire mesh which allows for 
the manure to fall directly to the ground and not build up within the housing.  
 
Whilst the build up of manure has not been problematic to date given the 
frequent moving of infrastructure, should it become an issue in the future there 
will be the ability for it to be either spread or collect manually. A tool has already 
been purchased that can be affixed to a tractor for the collection of nutrients, 
should it be required.   
 
No Return Period & Pasture Management  
 
A no-return period of three months has been established and will continue to be 
maintained as part of the poultry farm operation. The no-return period ensures 
that the pasture has the opportunity to recover and for nutrients to dissipate 
between periods of use.  
 
The rotation system put in place with the use of 4 paddocks and 3 mobile 
caravans ensures that there is the ability for the no return period to be 
maintained on an ongoing basis without causing any detrimental impacts to the 
pasture.  
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Should a fourth caravan be provided into the future to accommodate an 
increase in bird numbers (up to 5,000 birds) there would still be the ability to 
facilitate appropriate paddock resting. This can be achieved as there is the 
ability to have more than one mobile caravan contained within a paddock.   
 
Whilst a minimum no return period of three months is established, the reality is 
that the stocking density provides the ability for a longer no return period which 
will further benefit the operation.      
 
Soil Test Records & Farm Management Details  
 
The poultry farm has been established on site for less than twelve months and 
no formal soil testing or monitoring has been undertaken to date. It is 
anticipated however that soil testing will occur soon and will continue 
periodically to ensure nutrients are being maintained at a sustainable level.  
 
The use of appropriate stocking rates and frequent rotations will ensure good 
pasture coverage is maintained throughout each of the range paddocks. This 
will ensure the nutrients generated by the poultry farm can benefit the pasture 
and avoid leeching into nearby waterways, groundwater and adjoining 
properties.  
 
Whilst the measures implemented will reduce the risk of any nutrient anomalies, 
the area will continue to be monitored on an ongoing basis. Periodic testing of 
the soil will ensure that the soil composition and nutrient levels remain 
satisfactory overtime.  
 
11. Mortalities Management  
 
A composting area for mortality management is provided to the east of the 
existing shed amongst some established trees (orchard). The composting of the 
dead birds is managed by providing augured holes which are backfilled with soil 
once the diseased birds are deposited. These augured holes are capped once 
filled to ensure the area is not revisited or tampered with.  
 
For biosecurity purposes replacement stock is sourced directly from a reputable 
supplier that provides a quality product with up to date vaccination program in 
place. The suppliers also treat the birds for lice and other pests and debeak the 
birds before release.   
 
Birds are inspected on arrival and kept separate from the existing flock. Initially 
they are confined to a caravan for a week or two as this allows them to become 
familiar with the infrastructure before being released gradually to roam out in the 
paddock.  
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To keep the chickens healthy and to reduce the likelihood of disease a regular 
cleaning routine is undertaken of the mobile caravans. This cleaning routine 
typically includes the removal of built up nutrients from the wire mesh floor, 
cleaning of the conveyor belts (approximately twice a week) and cleaning of 
nesting boxes (approximately once a week). Whilst this cleaning is undertaken 
regularly additional cleaning is undertaken on a need’s basis.   
 
The majority of the mortalities to date are known to have been caused by 
Eagles however some losses have also resulted from being run over or from 
foxes.  
 
If in the event of mass mortalities or a disease outbreak the relevant authorities 
will be contacted for guidance and assistance to ensure the issue is dealt with in 
an appropriate manner.  
 

Contacts Phone Number 

Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline  Ph: 1800 675 888 

East Gippsland Shire Council  Ph: 51 539 500 

EPA Ph: 1300 372 842 

Main Street Veterinary Clinic Ph: 51 526 666 

Bairnsdale Animal Hospital  Ph: 51 524 152 

 
 
12. Pest Management  
 
There are a number of measures in place to assist with pest management and 
reduce adverse impacts to the flock. The main predators within the area are 
Wedge-tailed Eagles however foxes are also a cause for concern.   
 
The chickens tend to congregate under and around the mobile infrastructure 
including the mobile caravans and feed trailers which provide good protection 
from the Eagles.  
 
The use of the existing external mesh fencing which permeates the ground 
assists greatly with separating the chickens from potential predators. The 
fencing provides both an above and below ground barrier.  
 
Solar operated sensor lights are erected on the mobile caravans which activate 
when external movement is detected. This lighting aids in deterring foxes who 
are less likely to traverse the property if they believe someone is present. 
 
The use of the automated doors on the mobile caravans ensures that the 
chickens are all safely housed and protected from the elements during the night 
when foxes are more likely to roam the area. 
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Four alpacas are provided on the property which share pasture with the 
chickens providing protection from predators. The alpacas are an effective 
method of deterring foxes and will chase them off if they get too close.  
 

 
View towards alpacas 

 
Given the existing pest management measures already in place there is no 
requirement for any ongoing baiting or extermination programs. Notwithstanding 
this, baiting programs would certainly be consdiered if circumstances alter in the 
future.  




