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Major achievements from our previous Plan 
Bruthen and District Community Plan 2004-2009  

The top ten projects – how did we go? 

Theme Objective Status Report 

Local Doctor Attract a permanent doctor 
to the town  

Achieved! 

Community 
Bus 

Work towards aged and 
community transport  

Achieved! 

 

Rail Trail Maintain and enhance 
(especially Bruthen, 
Wiseleigh and Mossiface) 

 
Ongoing cooperative 
relationships between RT and 
the BDCA and Bruthen 
Landcare 

Complementary projects 

-Landcare projects 

-Bruthen Walking Trails 
compliment the RT 

Streetscape 
Plan 

Develop a plan to reflect 
heritage values  

Achieved! 

Main Street 
Gardens 

Plans to maintain and 
develop as a major asset  

Achieved! (as part of the 
Streetscape Plan) 

Police 
Paddock 

Clever, thoughtful plan for 
its use  

Achieved! (as part of the 
Streetscape Plan) 

Urban 
Planning 
Review 

Planning Zones that 
perfect and maintain the 
town’s unique features 

 
Achieved! (as part of the 
Streetscape Plan) 

Tourism Develop a district plan that 
values the local assets 

 Ongoing – new Bruthen Art 
and Info Centre 

Blues and 
Arts Festival 

Maintain and expand the 
festival 

 Ongoing 

Free Tip Investigate options 
 

Not commenced 

This table was devised in 2009 by the Bruthen and District Citizen’s Association. 
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Our Top Ten Priorities 
The following are the top ten priorities identified from the objectives and actions in the 
draft plan.  These priorities were identified by members of the community who 
attended the community consultation evening on 16th May 2012. 

Note that these are listed in no particular order. 

  

Objectives Actions 

To support safe access 
to and around Bruthen 
and District. 

 

� Review of traffic management issues –including 
lowering speed limits in town area; improving parking 
and diverting heavy traffic. 

� Identify the need for public or non-public transport 
options. 

To foster an active, 
healthy and safe 
community engaged in 
recreation, arts and 
cultural activities. 

� Support Bruthen Blues and Arts Festival and build on 
this for other musical and arts events – including 
erecting a permanent representation of the Festival 

� Support the Bruthen Mechanics Hall Committee of 
Management to upgrade facilities for production of 
quality performances that support inclusivity and 
diversity.  

� Support our schools and early years children. 
� Increase Community Health Centre services, including 

provision of a full time nurse and a permanent doctor. 

Encourage and support 
our youth. 

� Support our youth in developing a calendar of rotating 
social activities. 

To value our ageing 
population. 

� Explore more options for independent living 
accommodation. 

To protect and enhance 
our natural environment 
and cultural heritage  

� Enhance parks and rest areas in a way that is practical, 
aesthetically pleasing and with safe access.  

To promote our district 
and attract business 
opportunities  

� Foster an environment that will attract new businesses. 
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Objectives and Actions 
Liveability   

An active, healthy and safe community with services that support community diversity 
and connectivity. 

Objectives Actions 

To support safe access 
to and around Bruthen 
and District. 

 

� Investigate ways of improving access and safety of 
roadways and footpaths – including provision for safer 
crossing points. 

� Review of traffic management issues –including 
lowering speed limits in town area; improving parking 
and diverting heavy traffic. 

� Identify the need for public or non-public transport 
options. 

To foster an active, 
healthy and safe 
community engaged in 
recreation, arts and 
cultural activities. 

� Support Bruthen Blues and Arts Festival and build on 
this for other musical and arts events – including 
erecting a permanent representation of the Festival 

� Support the Bruthen Mechanics Hall Committee of 
Management to upgrade facilities for production of 
quality performances that support inclusivity and 
diversity.  

� Establish a venue and programs for craft, including 
sewing and for adult education programs. 

� Maintain and develop recreational infrastructure. 
� Support our schools and early years children. 
� Increase Community Health Centre services, including 

provision of a full time nurse and a permanent doctor. 
 

To have safety in times 
of emergency and 
support in times of 
recovery. 

� Develop a Bruthen and District Local Incident 
Emergency Management Plan. 

� Seek to improve internet and mobile phone access, 
especially needed in times of emergency. 

 
Encourage and support 
our youth. 

� Support our youth in developing a calendar of rotating 
social activities. 

� Support sport options that are attractive to youth. 
� Facilitate a forum with a youth focus that will involve 

relevant stakeholders. 
 

To value our ageing 
population. 

� Explore more options for independent living 
accommodation. 

� Provide safe and accessible amenities that are 
considerate of our senior citizens 

 

  

Page 6



 

Page 7 

Sustainability  

A sustainable, healthy and diverse natural environment and a built environment that 
is sensitive to our region’s natural attributes and cultural heritage. 

 

Objectives Actions 

To protect and enhance 
our natural environment 
and cultural heritage  

� Acknowledge and respect the indigenous cultural 
heritage of the district 

� Implement outstanding projects from the Bruthen & 
District Streetscape Plan 

� Enhance parks and rest areas in a way that is practical, 
aesthetically pleasing and with safe access.  

� Consider more sustainable options in future 
development. 

� Increase access to and maintain areas of natural 
beauty such as, Tambo River environs and Fairy Dell. 

� Extend bike trails especially Sarsfield to Bruthen and 
footpaths to link town. 

� Improve connectivity of  tracks and trails in and around 
Bruthen township 

� Plan and implement bicycle parking infrastructure 

 

To protect, promote and 
regenerate our natural 
environment. 

� Support Landcare, Rail Trail volunteers and other 
environment focussed groups. 

 

To promote a clean and 
eco-friendly environment 

� Pursue efficient and sustainable waste management 
options 

� Develop a working group to research, engage and 
inform, regarding the impacts of future mining industry 
in our locality 
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Productivity  

A progressive community that encourages business and agriculture to thrive and 
develop sustainably. 

 

Objectives Actions 

To promote our district 
and attract business 
opportunities  

� Promote and support local retailers. 

� Foster an environment that will attract new businesses. 

 

To support and 
encourage tourism 
industry. 

� Foster an environment that will encourage new 
accommodation options in Bruthen and District. 

� Support existing events groups, to increase 
opportunities for more arts projects, festivals and 
activities, and increase promotion of these events. 

To increase information 
access 

� Maintain and increase user base for Tambo Rambler 
and Bruthen website. 

� Improve information technology access. 

� Develop further information facilities at the Bruthen Art 
and Information Centre. 

 

Governance   

A community with a unique identity, characterised by strong leadership and 
organisations which are open and accountable. 

 

Objectives Actions 

To support ongoing 
Community Planning 

� Maintain an ongoing community planning group 

�  Promote and implement the Bruthen and District 
Community Plan 2012 to 2017. 

� Provide opportunities for ongoing input into ‘Community 
Work Plan’ 

 

To strengthen 
community management 

� Explore viability of creating a Community Development 
Coordinator position. 

�  Support the development of a volunteer network. 

�  Recognise the good work done by our volunteers. 

�  Support and develop community activities and 
networks throughout the District. 
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In July 2011 a second survey via the Tambo Rambler seeking Greater community response and asking for suggestions for the 
Police Paddock, Bruthen Streetscape Study 2001.  5 responses were received. 

1. Extra parking space to resolve Main Street congestion 
2. Recreational and community purposes  
3. Park like features- table and chairs toilets, game area, mini exercise course, space for all weather options, re markets 

displays etc. 
4. Uniting Care to purchase block to build extra Daniel Gunson accommodation  
5. Fire Brigade requiring extra space 

 
Five Year Plan Suggestions from Senior Citizens   from 16 surveys collected by Margaret Greenwood Traffic Safety 

1. Speed reduced to 40 km per hour through township 
2. Slow traffic coming into town 
3. More parking around the town 
4. Better vision around Highway intersection 
5. Enforce speed limit through town 
6. Need lights at pedestrian crossing as a lot of elderly people use it  - also a lot of traffic 
7. Flashing lights near Pedestrian walkway main street gardens 
8. Reduction of Speed through Bruthen (twice) 
9. Pedestrian crossing lights on Main Street 

10. Pedestrian flashing lights at crossing – Bruthen 
11. Pedestrian Crossing at General Store 
12. Ice on Pedestrian bridges over Rail Trail dangerous 
13. More street lighting especially alongside Mechanics Hall and public walkways 
14. Entrance to Gunson Homes off Seehusen Avenue to be better illuminated of a night. 
15. Public footpath from Gunson Homes to Health Centre need security lighting at night for all pedestrians especially 

residents of the homes using pathway. 
Community Health 

1. Doctor on permanent basis 
2. A doctor on a permanent basis one or two days a week if possible 
3. We need a doctor at least every morning in attendance at Bruthen Community Health Centre so many older people 

do into drive any longer and cannot get attention unless the doctor is in regular attendance 
4. Permanent doctor/Full time nurse: Elderly community not able to attend a doctor in Bairnsdale – no transport 
5. Permanent ambulance – 25 minutes is too long to wait with no full time doctor or nurse 

Environment 
1. Roof over BBQ as promised by Shire. 
2. Road signage to indicate BBQ in town. 
3. The land on the left hand side before you drive over bridge too be cleaned up it’s an eyesore and disgraceful.  It’s a 

haven for rats, mice, snakes etc. and won’t be good in a bush fire. 
4. Police Paddock is a disgrace.  Something needs to happen Police Lockup deteriorating. 
5. The Police Paddock could be used to build homes for the elderly (much needed) 

General 
1. Police Paddock owned by DSE Daniel Gunson Homes to buy this for future homes for aging community 
2. Proposed Mens’ Shed old RSL hall needs updating work needs to be commenced now.  Electricity need to be 

updated and other works that will make it usable for the Senior Men in the Bruthen area 
3. Better telephone communication.  Tambo Upper has been waiting 18 months – aged pensioners over 80 
4. Encourage more fast food outlets especially early openers especially  Brekky time 
5. Consider advertising/highlighting the towns timber industry 

 
 
 
 
June 2011 
 
Bruthen & District Community Planning Dinner – Bullant Brewery 30th June 2011  Top 5 Priorities  
(listed in order of importance with 1 being most important, Table Five presented 6 priorities)  

 
 Table 1 Table 2 Table 3 Table 4 Table 5 
1 Full Time Nurse Traffic management , 

speed limit, parking  
Youth Support  
13 - 17 year olds 
hot spot 

Youth Programs -  
to engage youth 
more recreational 

Utilise Police Paddock as 
town hub 

2 Develop Police Paddock 
 

More businesses Community health 
– improve services 

Traffic – speed 
Divert heavy 
traffic 

Footpaths to link town 
e.g. walking trails 

3 Recycling Centre Development of and 
Maintaining Gardens 

Public Transport Improve Health 
facilities 

Bus transport to 
Bairnsdale with 
Bairnsdale rail 
 

4 Retain Historic Ambience 
with Growth 
 

Festivals and 
Community Activities 

Maintain Town 
Centre 

More Events  - 
social 

Improved Medical Centre 

5 More bike trails especially 
Bruthen to Sarsfield 

More health Facilities More businesses Police Paddock & 
Heritage Trail 

Accommodation 

6     Community Arts Projects 
 
 

3  
  

 
Bruthen & District Community Planning Dinner – 30th June 2011 “What We Want – Next 10 Years “ 

Table 1 Table 2  
� Better cohesiveness between groups 
� New businesses 
� Recycling Centre 
� Nurse on duty full time 
� Church as catalyst for community growth 
� Development of public areas for general 

use  
� retain Village” atmosphere 
� Olan for issues before they arise 
� Face possibility of expansion i.e. sub- 

divisions  
� More school enrolments 
� Ability to lobby professionally and 

successfully 
� Develop ideas to fruition from first Five 

Year plan i.e.  Police Paddock 
� More for youth 
� Tourist Information e.g. interpretive 

signage of hop kilns etc 
� Bike Trail Bruthen to Sarsfield 
� Pioneer Skills Day 
� Retain historic ambience during growth 
� Pedestrian Crossing 
� Regular Doctor 
� Nurse on Duty 
� Community connectedness and deeper 

relationships 
� Engagement with regional and federal 

issues 
� Development of public areas for people to 

use 
� Lobby what we want from Council with 

strong voice 
 

� Youth programs i.e. scouts 
� Gym 
� Youth Centre 
� Resources to keep young people happy 
� Develop facilities/disused buildings 
� Amphitheatre – Recreation Reserve 
� Footpaths along highway 
� Speed limits for town limits 
� Better street lighting /in front of store/ safety issues kids returning from oval 
� More health related programs 
� Easy access to health issues 
� Permanent doctor /medical facilities/more visiting specialists 
� Overall development of rail trail and environment 
� ”Community Pub”/Revitalise pub 
� Equestrian/Mini Bike/BMX/Scooter arena 
� More cultural events/Back to Past festival and more social activities, festivals 

& events 
� Develop heritage park 
� Landscaping of district 
� Maintain Main Street gardens – as they attract tourists 
� Develop police paddock to van trailer park/additional parking 
� More car parking 
� Community wellbeing 
� Community engagement 
� Development of community groups 
� Welcome pack to promote facilities/use market as lots of new families go to 

market 
� Develop bike rides –old saw mill site 
� Fill empty spaces/ buildings 
� Web site – update 3 monthly 
� Education – childcare facilities 
� Development of Tourist Hub for Main Street 
� Business more co-operative, feed off each other. roster system open at all 

times 
 

Bruthen & District Community Planning Dinner – 30th June 2011 “What We Want – Next 10 Years “ 
Table 3 Table 4  Table 5 

� More involvement from wider 
community 

� More active community 
participation 

� More community gatherings 
� Nurse on duty full time 
� Reduce speed limits 
� Bus Service 
� More shops – variety 
� Reduce speed limit through town 
� More lighting at bridge and footy 

oval 
� Development of public assets for 

general use 
� Purpose built childcare centre 
� Businesses become more secure 
� Businesses more diverse to 

attract more visitors 
� More businesses – local 

employment 
� Reasons for young to stay 
� More things for youth 
� Develop more community 

participation 
� Full time doctor  
� Expansion – residential and 

business 
� More car parking 
� Streetscape completion 
� More people/tourism 
� Mower races on oval -  Historic 

weekend festival Tractor/bike/ 
steam/gold 

� Tunnel used full time 

� More events e.g. 
Bingo/Trivia/Bruth
en’s Got Talent 

� Improve Market 
� Speed Limits 
� More Parking 
� Police Paddock – 

old jail 
� Clean up vacant 

blocks 
� Look to the future 

– young people 
� Grow our young 

people involve 
them  in skills and 
projects like skate 
park – more than 
footy 

� Keep our Primary 
school open and 
growing  

� Local employment 
for young people 

� Be part of 
Regional projects 

� Tambo Upper – 
more input 

� Keep village atmosphere 
� Don’t let  highway dominate  town 
� Improved public transport to Bairnsdale & Lakes 

Entrance 
� Bus to Bairnsdale Rail line/times link 
� Public Transport bus/train services link 
� Wider membership  in BDCA 
� More community participation in committees 
� More interactivity in Bruthen 
� Better school involvement with greater focus on 

community involvement 
� Develop a local Heritage Trail to boost  tourism 
� Development of heritage trail, native plants & animals of 

our area 
� History of buildings and Koori footprint 
� Education of Historical /natural histories/trees 
� Look after the Elm trees 
� More businesses for visitors e.g. accommodation, food 
� More variety of quality shops & businesses 
� Vacant shops filled 
� Use of our assets eg. Ramrod, bush 
� Less abuse and destruction of forest areas 
� Protect & administer the forest 
� Better facilities for the people who live here – family 

friendly 
� Use Tennis Courts 
� Walking Trails around town 
� Development of & keeping Health Centre facilities 

especially doctors 
� Further expansion of medical centre  
� Further expansion of medical centre 
� Community Hub – community garden /meeting place 
� More festivals 
� Improve  condition rail trail between Wiseleigh & Bruthen 
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Bruthen & District Community Planning Dinner – 30th June 2011 “What We Want – Next 10 Years “ 
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Bruthen & District Community Planning Dinner – 30th June 2011 “What We Want – Next 10 Years “ 
Table 3 Table 4  Table 5 
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� More community gatherings 
� Nurse on duty full time 
� Reduce speed limits 
� Bus Service 
� More shops – variety 
� Reduce speed limit through town 
� More lighting at bridge and footy 
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� Development of public assets for 

general use 
� Purpose built childcare centre 
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� Businesses more diverse to 
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� Reasons for young to stay 
� More things for youth 
� Develop more community 
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steam/gold 

� Tunnel used full time 

� More events e.g. 
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something different from that which exists). Something that uses a long weekend to get the crowds in for an extra day or 
two. 

 
-‐ Develop a ‘Best of Bruthen’ information flyer that promotes the businesses (accommodation, food outlets, shopping, arts 

and crafts etc). This could extend to development of a tourist and business web page funded by the business community 
and EG Shire council / other corporate partners.  

 
 
November 2011 - Bruthen Progressive Dinner 19 November 2011 - Feedback from Graffitti sheets 

What makes this a great place to live? 
 

What’s good and what do we want to keep/add? 
 

� I love it cause there’s markets and lot’s of 
community activity.   

� The best bit is the huge community spirit   
� I love Bruthen because it is nice and quiet 

and good people   
� Friendly town 
� Nice shops 
� Nice people 
� It’s quiet and a clean town  
� Gr8 Place 2 live because I live here! 
� The farmland                       
� It’s close to everywhere  
� Motorbike                                                              
� Horses                     
� Awesome ramps @ the skate park 
� Bruthen is cool because there are lots of 

dogs and horses 
� I  like the General Store and the Bakery 

and Martys 
� Great evening, meeting old friends.   
� Love Bruthen 
� St Johns Wort it gets quite neglected. 
� Community Spirit.  Once again comes 

alive.  Keep it coming.    
� Should  be encouraged in the bigger 

cities. 
� Thank you – Lovely start to the evening.   
� THE BLUES FESTIVAL 

 

� Drive-In Movie theatre 
� Cinema 
� Video Easy 
� Lolly Shop 
� Swimming Pool 
� I walk the rail trail each day very disappointed with 

the weeds particularly  
� Greater acknowledgement of Aboriginal History 
� Rail Trail needs maintenance program and proper 

funding “Adopt a Trail” (?) 
� Somewhere to get work for young people -Clothes 

Shops, Maccas, KFC, Toy shop 
� More visitor accommodation needed ‘pet friendly’ 
� Toilet at skate park  
� A walking path from township to cemetery please 
� A good running track 
� A better playground 
� A playground in the town centre and paths around 

it to ride bikes or skate etc. 
� Neighbourhood house funding for CHC 
� A suggestion: Level off ground east of Bridge & put 

up picnic table for summer crowds to use. 
� Improve Bruthen Hall acoustics and paint it (and 

roof) 
� Preserve old buildings and our history 
� Need safe bike and walking tracks from town to 

Engineers Road. 
� Repair walking bridge  (rotten wood) 

 
 

 

April, May, June  2012: Bruthen and District Draft Community Plan – Online Survey (Survey Monkey) 

Responses to Question: Are there any other specific actions you think should be included in the Plan? 

1. Could we have a divided Highway tho the town  
 
2. Enhance access to the river for picnics and swimming, eg picnic tables at some points and tracks or paths to help 

access.  A cleared path from near the caravan park would be good. 
 
3. My concern is with the traffic through Bruthen - road to narrow - only time before another serious accident occurs, No 

crossing points across Highway.  Would like to see Bike racks established for visitors. Also like a large sign at each 
entrance welcoming people to Bruthen and surrounds. 

 
4. Now that we have half the police paddock being upgraded we need pressure on the Shire to include this work in their 

mower program. 
 
5. What timelines is the plan based on (in actions but should be on front cover). Remove willows from old trestle bridge 

along roadside through to Bruthen. 
 
6. Lions Park It took too many years to get a BBQ installed - no roof and no shelter. A basic shelter would  make the 

difference/ sun and rain shelter. 
 
7. I believe the Tambo River area around the Bruthen bridge could and should be improved, to provide the public with 

better parking and swimming opportunities. We have a clean natural resource, central to the town being 
underutilised. 

 
8. Additional items to highlight could include safer parking solutions along Main Street. Also better documentation of the 

local history, maybe combine 'rail trail', 'walking trails' and 'car trails' for those who are limited to vehicles.  They could 



  

  

  


