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Present Position 
 
Yale Center for Faith & Culture     2016 -  
Associate Research Scholar 
Director of the Life Worth Living Program 
Lecturer of Humanities 
 
 
Education  
 
Yale University    Ph.D., with distinction 2014 
Yale University    M.Phil.   2011 
Yale University    M.A.    2011 
Akrofi-Christaller Institute (Ghana) Special Student  Summer 2006 
Yale Divinity School   M.A.R., summa cum laude 2006 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music Certificate   2006 
Yale College    B.A. (Music)   2001 
 
Dissertation  
 
“The Body of Sin: An Emergent Account of Sin as a Cosmic Power in Romans 5-8”  
Advisor: Dale B. Martin 
Readers: Harold Attridge, Philip Clayton, Beverly Gaventa, David Kelsey 
 
Fellowships and Prizes 
Contributing Scholar, National Endowment for the Humanities institute on “Reviving Philosophy as 
a Way of Life,” Wesleyan University (July 2018) 
Manfred Lautenschläger Award for Theological Promise (2015) 
Best Student Paper, New England / Eastern Canada Regional Meeting of the SBL (2013) 
Sheridan Fellow, Yale University (2012-2013) 
University Dissertation Fellowship, Yale University (2012-2013) 
Associate in Teaching, Yale University (Spring 2012) 
Miller Fellow, Yale University (2010-2011) 
Summa Cum Laude, Yale Divinity School (2006) 
Mary Cady Tew Prize, Yale Divinity School (2004) 
Yale Friends of Music Prize, Yale College (2001) 
Cox Prize, Yale College (2000) 



 

Research 
 
Academic Publications 
 
For the Life of the World: Theology That Makes a Difference. Brazos Press, 2019. Co-authored with 
Miroslav Volf. (German translation: Für das Leben der Welt: Ein Manifest zur Erneuerung der 
Theologie, Aschendorff Verlag, 2019) 
 
The Emergence of Sin: The Cosmic Tyrant in Romans. New York: Oxford University Press, 2017.  
 
Envisioning the Good Life: Essays on God, Christ, and Human Flourishing in Honor of Miroslav 
Volf. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2017. Co-authored chapter with Ryan McAnnally-Linz, 
“Introduction: Miroslav Volf and Theology of the Good Life”; co-edited volume with McAnnally-
Linz and Zoran Grozdanov. 
 
“‘Real Participation’: The Body of Christ & the Body of Sin in Evolutionary Perspective.” In ‘In 
Christ’ in Paul: Explorations in Paul’s Theology of Union and Participation, edited by Michael J. 
Thate, Kevin J. Vanhoozer, and Constantine R. Campbell. WUNT/II. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 
2014. 
 
“Authentisch feiern mit Rockmusik. Zum Liturgieverständnis der Vineyard-Bewegung,” Musik und 
Kirche, 2005, S. 16. (translated by Markus Rathey). 
 
 
In Progress 
 
Foreword for Human Flourishing: Economic Wisdom for a Fruitful Christian Vision of the Good 
Life, ed. Anthony R. Cross and Greg Forster (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2021). (in press) 
 
“Meanings and Dimensions of Flourishing: A Programmatic Sketch,” Co-authored with Miroslav 
Volf and Ryan McAnnally-Linz, Religion and Human Flourishing, ed. Adam Cohen (Waco, TX: 
Baylor University Press, 2021). (in press) 
 
Visions of the Good Life Across Traditions (working title), eds. Drew Collins, Matthew Croasmun, 
and Miroslav Volf. Contributors include Peter Singer, Jeffrey Hopkins, HRH Prince Ghazi bin 
Muhammad, Miroslav Volf, and Robert Emmons. Co-authoring with Miroslav Volf a chapter on 
Christianity; co-editing volume. (accepted for review at Baylor University Press, in progress)  
 
“Sin / Guilt,” “Flesh,” Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, 2nd Edition, eds. Scot McKnight, Lynn 
Cohick, and Nijay Gupta (Downer’s Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2021). (invited artcles, in 
progress) 
 
“Discerning the Good Life: Theology and the Humanities.” Invited chapter for The Study of 
Religion, Theology, and Human Flourishing (working title), ed. Justin McDaniel. (under revision) 
 
 
Selected Presentations 
 



 

“Life Worth Living,” presentation at symposium on “Philosophy as a Way of Life,” North 
American Association for Philosophy and Education, University of St. Mary of the Lake, 
Mundelein, IL, October 2019. 
 
 “The Apostle Paul’s Vision of the Good Life,” Das Gute Leben: Resonanzen in Theologie, Kirche 
und Gesellschaft conference at the University of Fribourg, June 2019. 
 
“What’s Worth Wanting,” Das Gute Leben: Resonanzen in Theologie, Kirche und Gesellschaft 
conference at the University of Fribourg, June 2019. 
 
“The Renewal of Formation,” panelist, Das Gute Leben: Resonanzen in Theologie, Kirche und 
Gesellschaft conference at the University of Fribourg, June 2019. 
 
“Navigating Differences When We Don’t Agree on What Counts as Good,” Yale Alumni 
Association conference on “Impact: Advancing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Through Social 
Change,” March 2019. 
 
“What’s Worth Wanting?” Yale Youth Ministry Institute, February 2019. 
 
“For the Life of the World: Theology That Makes a Difference” Grace Farms Foundation, February 
2019. 
 
“Rejoicing in the Lord and the Modern Duty to Be Happy,” Yale Youth Ministry Institute 
consultation on “Belonging, Selfhood, Human Flourishing and Joy: Putting Biblical Perspectives 
into Practice,” December 2018. 
 
“What’s Worth Wanting?” Pedagogy of the Good Life teaching workshop, hosted by the Yale 
Center for Faith & Culture, August 2018. 
 
“Life Worth Living,” session on “Tales from the Life Worth Living: Pedagogical Insights from 
Different Contexts,” Pedagogy of the Good Life teaching workshop, hosted by the Yale Center for 
Faith & Culture, August 2018, with Angela Gorrell. 
 
“Education for the Life of the World,” session on “Entangled in Babylon, Free in Christ,” Annual 
Meeting of the Society of Vineyard Scholars, June 2018. 
 
“Book Forum: The Rise of Network Christianity: How Independent Leaders Are Changing the 
Religious Landscape by Richard Flory and Brad Christerson,” panelist, Annual Meeting of the 
Society of Vineyard Scholars, June 2018. 
 
“Discerning the Good Life: Theology and Humanities,” invited paper for consultation as part of the 
“Humanities and Human Flourishing” project at the University of Pennsylvania, May 2018. 
 
“Theologies of Flourishing and the Most Vulnerable,” panelist, Annual Meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion, November 2017.  
 
“The Content of the Kingdom: Paul’s Definition of the Kingdom of God in Romans 14:17,” Annual 
Meeting of the Society of Vineyard Scholars, May 2017. 
 



 

“Life Worth Living,” session on “Pedagogy and Personal Formation,” Annual Meeting of the 
Society of Vineyard Scholars, May 2017, with Angela Gorrell. 
 
 “Theology and the Good Life: A Manifesto,” Consultation on the “Future of Theology,” Yale 
Center for Faith & Culture, (co-authored with Miroslav Volf), October 2015. 
 
“Stigma and Mercy,” Arresting Patterns: Perspectives on Race, Criminal Justice, Artistic 
Expression, and Community, Yale Art Gallery (panelist), September 2015. 
 
“A Critical Realist Account of New Testament Mythology: the Case of Sin in Romans,” 
International Association for Critical Realism (IACR) 18th Annual Conference, University of Notre 
Dame, July 2015. 
 
“The Emergence of the Body of Christ: Social Ontology and the Flourishing Human Life,” 
Lautenschläger Colloquium, University of Heidelberg, May 2015. 
 
“The Emergence of Sin: Re-Mythologizing Paul with the Help of Modern Science,” Annual 
Meeting of the Society of Vineyard Scholars, April 2015. 
 
“Discerning the Voice: Vineyard Hermeneutics,” Annual Meeting of the Society of Vineyard 
Scholars, April 2015. 
 
“Implementing the ICE Framework in a Hybrid Mathematics Classroom,” Joint Mathematics 
Meetings, session on “Flipping the Classroom,” (collaboration with James S. Rolf, Yu-Wen Hsu, 
and Jennifer Frederick), January 2014. 
 
“Sin in Romans 5-8: Person or Personification?” Annual Meeting of the New England and Eastern 
Canada Region of the Society of Biblical Literature, May 2013. 
 
“An Emergent Account of Sin in Romans 5-8 as the ‘Third Actor’: Emergence Theory as a Source 
for Contemporary Christian Theology,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, 
Explorations in Theology and Apocalyptic Section, November 2012. 
 
“Improving on ‘Original Manuscripts’: Owning Scripture as the People of God,” Annual Meeting of 
the Society of Vineyard Scholars, (collaboration with Todd Kennedy), April 2012.  
 
“Spirit Possession among Christians in Western Kenya: The Case of Fimbo ya Musa,” 2010 
Columbia University Department of Religion Graduate Student Conference, Divining the 
Message/Mediating the Divine, (collaboration with Matthew Kustenbauder), April 2010. 
 
“The Cross, Eucharist, and Imitation in the Gospel of John,” Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Vineyard Scholars, February 2010. 
 
 
Selected Popular Publications and Press Profiles 
 
“The Emergence of Sin with Dr. Matt Croasmun,” The Bible Project Podcast, May 2019 
(https://thebibleproject.com/podcast/emergence-sin/) 
  



 

“Do politics belong in church? 11 Pastors and Theologians Weigh In,” The Christian Century, 
September 24, 2018. 
 
“Matthew Croasmun on how (and why) to ask ‘What makes a life worth living?’” Can These Bones 
(Duke Divinity School podcast), 2018 (https://www.faithandleadership.com/episode-12-matthew-
croasmun-how-and-why-ask-what-makes-life-worth-living) 
 
“A Life Worth Living with Matt Croasmun,” Teach Better Podcast, 2016 
(http://teachbetter.co/blog/2016/05/09/tbp-episode-31/). 
 
“The Good Life and the Crisis of Meaning,” Reflections, 2016. 
 
 
Devotional Publications 
 
Meeting God in Luke. London: SPCK, 2023. With Miroslav Volf. (under contract) 
 
Let Me Ask You a Question: Conversations with Jesus. Nashville: Upper Room Books, 2018.  
 
The Upper Room Disciplines 2017. Nashville: Upper Room Books. Contributor. 
  
A Journey with Luke, ed. Marek Zabriskie. Cincinnati: Forward Movement. Contributor, 2015. 
 
 
Certificate Thesis 
 
“New Incarnation of the Apostolic Faith: A Case Study in the Inculturation of Christianity in the 
African Initiated Churches of Western Kenya,” with Matthew Kustenbauder, Yale Institute of 
Sacred Music, April 2006. 
 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
Spring 2020 Instructor, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College 

Fall 2020 Instructor, Education and the Life Worth Living, Yale College 
Spring 2019 Lecturer, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College 

  Instructor, Life Worth Living, Federal Correction Institution Danbury 
Fall 2018 Instructor, Life Worth Living community course, Grace Farms (New Canaan, CT)  

Spring 2018 Lecturer, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College 
  Instructor, Life Worth Living, Yale Alumni College 

Fall 2017 Lecturer, Education and the Life Worth living (HUMS 065), Yale College 
 Instructor, The Story of the Kingdom (VIKTB-1000), Vineyard Institute (online) 
 Instructor, Life Worth Living weekend course, Yale Office of International Affairs 

Spring 2017 Lecturer, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College 

  Instructor, Life Worth Living community course, Grace Farms (New Canaan, CT) 



 

Fall 2016 Lecturer, Education and the Life Worth living (HUMS 065), Yale College 
Spring 2016 Lecturer, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College (2 sections) 

  Reading Course Advisor, Philosophy, Yale College 
Fall 2015 Lecturer, Christ & the Good Life (REL 612), Yale Divinity School (YDS) 

Spring 2015 Lecturer, Life Worth Living (HUMS 411), Yale College  
Spring 2014 Part-Time Acting Instructor, New Testament in Culture & History (RLST 151), 

Yale College 
Fall 2013 Teaching Fellow, New Testament Interpretation (REL 501), YDS 
Spring 2012 Associate in Teaching, New Testament in History and Culture (RLST 150), Yale 

College 

Fall 2011 Teaching Fellow, New Testament Interpretation (REL 501), YDS 
Spring 2011 Teaching Fellow, New Testament Interpretation (REL 501), YDS 
Spring 2010 Teaching Fellow, Intro to New Testament History & Literature (RLST 152), Yale 

College 
Fall 2009 Teaching Fellow, Jesus to Muhammad: Ancient Christianity to the Rise of Islam 

(RLST 158), Yale College 

Spring 2007 Teaching Fellow, New Testament Interpretation (REL 601), YDS 
 
Selected Guest Lectures 
 
“Metanoia: Human Flourishing,” keynote speaker for Vineyard Canada, Calgary, AB and 
Cambridge, ON, September and October 2019. 
“What’s Worth Wanting” Grace Farms Foundation, New Canaan, CT, September 2019. 
 “The Kingdom and the Good Life” (June 4-5, 2019, series of lectures at the “Master’s 
Commission” gap-year program of the Landeskirchliche Gemeinschaft Jahu, Biel, Switzerland) 
“What’s Worth Wanting” (May 25, 2019, Yale Reunions) 
“What’s Worth Wanting” (December 3, 2018, Duke University) 
“What’s Worth Wanting” (October 21, 2017, University of Fribourg) 
“A Pedagogy of Flourishing” (October 17, 2016, University of Fribourg) 
“Theology and Flourishing Life” (October 16, 2016, University of Fribourg) 
 “Christ and Human Flourishing” (May 14, 2015, University of Fribourg) 
“The Emergence of Sin at the Personal, Social, and Mythological Levels,” Mittagsforum (May 13, 
2015, University of Fribourg)  
“Engaging Music in Youth Ministry,” Youth Ministry Initiative Monthly Lecture Series (January 7, 
2015, Yale Divinity School) 
“What is the Bible?” (October 4, 2014, Heroic Leadership Institute)  
“Magic & Miracles in the Gospels,” NT Interp. (November 20, 2013, Yale Divinity School) 
“Sin as a Cosmic Power,” A Short History of Sin (January 27, 2011, Yale Divinity School) 
“Paul as Jewish Theologian,” Intro to NT History and Lit. (March 3, 2010, Yale College) 
“Romans 12-15: Change Your Mind,” NT Interp. (March 28, 2007, Yale Divinity School) 
 
 
Research Languages 
Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Coptic, Aramaic, French, German, Spanish 



 

 
 
Professional Service 
 
Life Worth Living Program (Director, 2015-present) 

• Grew applications to undergraduate humanities course from 42 in Spring 2014 to 321 in 
Spring 2020 

• Recruited and supported new instructors to grow enrollment from 14 in Spring 2014 to 101 
in Spring 2020 

• Supported replication of the course at Baylor University, Colby College, Duke University, 
Hong Kong University, University of Sheffield, University of Sydney, and West Chester 
University. 

• Convened and Directed “Pedagogy of the Good Life” teaching workshop for 110 teachers 
from 10 countries (August 2018)  

• Supported adaptation of course for elite secondary schools (Solomon-Schechter Day School, 
West Hartford, CT; St. Luke’s, New Canaan, CT; Catlin Gabel, Portland, OR)  

• Organized campus events on program themes that gathered capacity crowds at one of Yale’s 
largest venues (900+ people at each event) and more than 100,000 views online. 

• Developed and served as faculty advisor to the Life Worth Living Fellowship, an interfaith 
undergraduate extracurricular group that works to see that every Yale College student 
wrestles deeply with the question of what makes life worth living before leaving campus. 
(2014-2018) 

 
Grace Farms Foundation (Faith Initiative Director, 2019-present) 

• Developed programing and strategic partnerships around themes of human flourishing. 
• Provided quarterly training in Life Worth Living pedagogy for strategic leaders in the US 

Army Chaplaincy Corps 
• Launched curriculum-development program for middle and high school educators in 

association with the Connecticut Association of Independent Schools. 
 
Yale College 
Sophomore Advisor (2015-present) 
First-Year Advisor (2016-present) 
Senior Essay Reader (2015-present) 
 
Yale Medical School 
Master in Health Science, Medical Education Pathway, Thesis Advisor (AY19-20) 
 
Yale Divinity School 
Supervised Ministry Mentor (2011-2012, Fall 2017, Summer 2018, Fall 2020) 
 
Morse College, Fellow (2016- present) 
 
Vineyard Seminarian Summit (hosted at Yale Divinity School), Director (June 2011) 
 
Yale Emergence Theory Consultation, co-chair (AY 2010-11) 
 
Yale-Harvard-Brown Conference on New Testament and Ancient Christianity, graduate student 
coordinator (Spring 2010) 



 

 
 
Previous Position 
 
Yale Center for Faith & Culture, Yale Divinity School 
Director of Research and Publications (2014-2015)  

• Major role in research agenda development, project design, and writing for a successful 
$4.2M grant from the John Templeton Foundation (JTF) to the Yale Center for Faith & 
Culture for a three-year research project on the “Theology of Joy and the Good Life.” 
Shaped especially the design of the comparative religions component on joy and its analogs 
in non-Christian traditions. 

• Co-authored with Miroslav Volf a paper on the future of Christian theology (conceived 
broadly to include biblical studies) that served as the centerpiece of a series of consultations 
on the “Future of Theology” hosted at the Center during AY15-16. 

• Oversaw execution of $150k JTF planning grant on the “Theology of Joy.” (AY14-15) 
• Managed research support and provided intellectual input for Center publications, including 

Miroslav Volf’s Flourishing (YUP, 2015) and Joy and Human Flourishing (Fortress, 2015). 
• Conducted video interviews with leading scholars for both the Theology of Joy and Life 

Worth Living projects, including: Nicholas Wolterstorff, John Behr, Tomas Sedlacek, Ellen 
Charry, George Marsden, Philip Clayton, Lisa Miller, Daniel Chua, Harold Attridge, Robert 
Emmons, and Judson Brewer. 

 
 
Memberships 
 
Member of Society of Biblical Literature since 2006 
 
Founding steering committee member of the Society of Vineyard Scholars since 2009 
 
 


