
OURReimagining
A Catholic secondary school in the Edmund Rice 

tradition in East St Kilda and Windsor



We believe that respect is the basis of 
all our relationships with ourselves, each 
other and the earth.

RESPECT

We act with justice and fairness and 
stand in solidarity with those that are 
marginalised.

JUSTICE

We believe that compassion and empathy 
can change lives.

COMPASSION

We believe in the call of the Gospels to 
be a welcoming and inclusive community. 
We nurture and celebrate diversity.

INCLUSIVITY

We act with courage as we strive for 
success, learn from our mistakes and 
seek to be counter-cultural for the 
common good.

COURAGE

Our Values

Our Vision Testimonials

Our Mission

St Mary’s College is an inclusive and liberating co-
educational Catholic school in the Edmund Rice Tradition 
that aspires to excellence in learning, acting with 
compassion and justice and inspiring one another to shape 
a better world for all.

As a faith-filled learning community in the Edmund 
Rice tradition, St Mary’s College provides contemporary 
learning opportunities that aim to nurture and challenge 
all to grow to their full potential. The St Mary’s College 
community is one of hope and joy, where all are welcome 
and supported. Inspired by the Gospels, we seek to act for 
justice and solidarity with open hearts and minds.

ABI RICHARDSON
Abi Richardson is a director and producer. Most of her work today 
is with the not for profit sector, helping charities, social services 
and education providers tell their stories. Her path to this work was 
moulded by her education at Presentation College Windsor. 

Abi believes the spirit of PCW will live on with St Mary’s College. 

“This coming together will be fantastic for the girls and the boys to 
share the strengths of both schools and give them a realistic entrée into 
the real world.” 

“It’s a fantastic turn of events and I think both CBC and Presentation 
College have done an amazing job of looking after students and families 
that didn’t have the same capacity that some others do over the years 
and these two schools have such unique histories and legacies.” 

“We are in a unique position to be able to build a very special school 
in inner Melbourne, taking the best of the values from Edmund Rice 
and the Presentation Sisters and I believe that you will not get a better 
experience in any other school in Melbourne. These schools are about 
education inside and outside of the classroom and this is going to be a 
wonderful thing.”

EDDIE MCGUIRE 
Eddie McGuire graduated from Christian Brothers College St Kilda 
in 1982. 

Since then, he has worked as a journalist, radio and television 
broadcaster and is Chairman of his production company McGuire 
Media. He has held the position of President at the Collingwood 
Football Club since 1998. 

In 2005, McGuire was appointed a Member of the Order of 
Australia for service to the community, particularly through support 
for healthcare and welfare organisations and to broadcasting. 

As the school embarks on a new chapter, McGuire believes there 
is a great opportunity for St Mary’s College to be the aspirational 
college for families in Melbourne and Greater Melbourne, just as it 
was for him. 

“When I left school, I didn’t leave with an inferiority complex, I probably 
went the other way. In fact, I felt like I had a greater arsenal to take 
anyone on, because I was hungrier, I felt tougher, I understood working 
class people and I understood successful people as well and it is still 
something I carry until this very day.”

“I would love St Mary’s College to be the essence of what Brother 
Corbett did when he first opened the school in 1877. And that was to 
give Catholic kids and kids of all denominations the opportunity to 
learn, to look after their community and look after those who need a 
hand, to have that Christian way of life and carry the ethos of Edmund 
Rice and the Presentation Sisters, to have a sense of pride, to have a 
sense of destiny that if you come to this school, you will get a real good 
chance in life.” 



After almost 150 years of educating boys, CBC St Kilda is 
proud to embark on an exciting new journey - with a new 
student cohort including girls for the first time, and a name 
change to reflect the bold new direction of the school. 

Our decision to launch St Mary’s College as a co-
educational school in the Edmund Rice tradition has been 
made with much consideration and consultation - for both 
CBC St Kilda and our closing sister school, Presentation 
College Windsor. 

We embrace an authentically inclusive co-educational 
community for all, with the support of our governing 
body, Edmund Rice Education Australia, in partnership 
with Catholic Education Melbourne, the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne and St Mary’s Parish, East St Kilda, and of course, 
you - our parents and students, alumni and the broader 
Catholic and local communities. Together, we are building on 
real traditions, and creating new futures. 

While our name has changed, we have not changed our 
values, strong community, our history and our quality 
learning programs. St Mary’s College aims to be a 

contemporary, sustainable school; a school that reflects 
our diverse society, a school that promotes inclusion, 
celebrates diversity, and a school for the social and academic 
development of young people for their modern world. 

During the process of transition, we have considered that 
we must be sensitive to the needs and views of our current 
families and students. A thorough process of consultation 
and planning has been undertaken to ensure the very best 
learning, pastoral, spiritual and co-curricular opportunities 
are available to our students, current and future. And an 
inclusive enrolment and strong focus on social justice will 
continue to characterise the school. 

This is an exciting venture, full of possibility and hope, 
responding to the educational needs and aspirations of 
current and future students and their families. We invite you 
to join us on this unique journey as we reimagine what we 
have, create something new, and build on the best of our 
existing culture and traditions.

Terry Blizzard 
Principal
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In our reimagined school, girls and boys share their 
educational journey, reflecting the world beyond the 
classroom. All students will learn and adventure together in 
an environment enlivened by respect, excellence, enquiry, 
challenge and fun. 

The flexible model of co-education from Years 7-12 focuses 
on individual student needs rather than assumptions about 
gender - where teachers know their students and how they 
learn. Priority will be placed on developing high-impact, 
research-based strategies with our staff, and strengthening 

student relationships and their sense of belonging. 

Understanding our unique context, the flexible model is 
preferred. Here, gender groupings may occur based on 
interest studies, research and data, English text choice, 
sport choice and health topics. Mostly, girls and boys will 
be learning together, as creative innovators, independent 
thinkers and collaborative problem solvers. Other groupings 
may be based around learning needs, independence levels, 
interest and pathways.

Co-educational learning 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE 
For the first time in its 142 year history, Christian Brothers’ 
College St Kilda will be enrolling girls in 2021, making the 
school the only co-educational Catholic secondary school in 
inner Melbourne. In light of our new context as a reimagined 
school with a new, inclusive charter, a name change was 
deemed a positive and essential step forward for the school. 

After careful consideration, Edmund Rice Education 
Australia and CBC St Kilda has embraced St Mary’s College 

as the school’s new name. This name has a local historical 
significance, and Blessed Edmund Rice and Ambrose Treacy 
both had strong connections to Mary. 

Mary symbolises strength, hope, protection, intercession, 
unity, gentleness and peace. Mary represents the 
overcoming of indifference and injustice. This is a strong 
message for all students at the school, and aligns faithfully 
with the Edmund Rice Charism. 

A new name 

CBC ST KILDA CREST ST MARY’S COLLEGE CREST

THE STAR Edmund Rice tradition

THE LAUREL a symbol of Presentation College Windsor, 
representing the time-honoured connection between the two 
schools and their alumni

THE DOVE peace and hope

THE FLEUR-DE-LIS special emblem of the Virgin Mary

THE CELTIC CROSS form of the Christian cross

THE LION courage, resurrection, and royalty
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The distinctive Year 9 Program is an important and long-
standing part of the student journey at our school. The 
reimagining of our school has provided the impetus to renew 
the program, building on its strengths. 

When naming the program, we looked to our school motto 
- Virtus Sola Nobilitas, which translates to ‘virtue alone is 
noble’ or ‘virtue is the only nobility’. By this, we believe that 
virtue is the most worthwhile achievement, and we believe 
in the pursuit of what is noble, of focusing on worthwhile 
achievements. The name Nobilitas is a reminder of who we 
are, and what we aspire to do together to make a difference in 
our world. 

Year 9 is about powerful and positive relationships; relationships 
with one another, relationships with family and community, and 
most importantly, relationship with self. 

Our Year 9 Program is a unique, exciting and collaborative 
learning community that fosters respect, resilience and 
responsibility through a range of core subjects, interest studies, 
and community projects.

Running separately to the main campus activities, the Nobilitas 
Program is led by a dedicated team of Year 9 teaching staff who 
work closely with students in a stimulating learning environment 
where positive relationships, student voice and real-world 
thinking are prioritised.

Year 9 Nobilitas Program 

St Mary’s College is set across two campuses - Edmund 
Rice Campus (formerly CBC St Kilda, located on Westbury 
Street) and Presentation Campus (formerly PCW, located 
on Dandenong Road). 

Our campuses boast inspiring learning spaces, heritage 
listed buildings and iconic grounds, with a bold master plan 
for major capital development in the future. The College will 
be innovative in our use of facilities and learning spaces to 

benefit students of all year levels, where each year level will 
have a home campus, with the school community moving 
across both sites throughout the school day, in a supervised 
manner, to foster unity and a sense of community in the 
school. 

Students of each year level will have a home campus aligned 
with their year-level facilities and wellbeing needs.

College campuses reimagined
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Years 7, 8 and 10 will be based here, with Year 10 being 
campus leaders and mentors to younger students. 

Facilities include: chapel, library, general classrooms, music 
centre, science centre, hall, canteen, indoor plaza, indoor 
pool, basketball courts.

Years 9, 11 and 12 will be based here, with Years 11 & 12 in the 
new senior study centre. 

Facilities include: senior study centre, lecture theatre, chapel, 
textiles and food technology rooms, science centre, library, hall, 
canteen, student garden, tennis and basketball courts.

EDMUND RICE CAMPUS (WESTBURY STREET) PRESENTATION CAMPUS (DANDENONG ROAD)



POSTAL ADDRESS 
PO Box 258 
St Kilda VIC 3182
CRICOS Provider No. 00743E

EDMUND RICE CAMPUS 
11 Westbury St, St Kilda East VIC 3183
T +61 3 9529 6611 
E enquiries@stmaryscollege.vic.edu.au

PRESENTATION CAMPUS 
187 Dandenong Rd, Windsor VIC 3181
T +61 3 9529 6611
E enquiries@stmaryscollege.vic.edu.au

A school for all

STMARYSCOLLEGE.VIC.EDU.AU


