)
International

Social Service
AUSTRALIA

MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday 24 September 2020

ISS Australia Announces Ambassador Program

The Australian organisation that supports, protects and reunites children and
families separated by borders has announced a new ambassador program with
three ambassadors:

e Dr Sue Packer AM; 2019 Senior Australian of the Year and child protection
advocate

o Professor Felicity Gerry; QC International Barrister and Academic

e Ra Chapman; Actress, Playwright and intercountry adoptee advocate

The three plan to use their ambassador status to improve ISS Australia’s services and
advocacy for children and families separated by borders.

Dr Sue Packer AM started her career as a paediatrician in 1972. Since then Dr Packer
has been a tireless and passionate advocate for the rights of children, both in health
settings and in the broader community. In 2013 Dr Packer was named Canberran of the
Year and she was named as the Senior Australian of the Year in 2019.

“I learned of ISS when | worked with their organisation when | was involved in the
committee of Defence for Children International in Australia. | am now most pleased to
further support ISS Australia and their work protecting vulnerable children and families
separated by international borders,” said Dr Packer.

Professor Felicity Gerry QC is a highly respected international QC with chambers in
London and Melbourne. Felicity mostly defends in serious and complex criminal trials
and appeals, often with an international element. Felicity is also Professor of Legal
Practice at Deakin University.

“ISS Australia provides critical legal assistance to families dealing with international
parental child abduction. Consistent with my work, ISS also advocates for children and
families separated by international borders,” said Professor Gerry.

Ra Chapman is an Australian film, television, theatre actress and playwright and
appears in the popular Australian television series Wentworth as Kim Chang. Ms
Chapman was born in South Korea and was adopted by Australian parents in 1985.
Outside of her successful professional career, she is a passionate and dedicated
advocate for the rights of intercountry adoptees.

“ISS Australia has strongly supported our Australian intercountry adoptee community
and has assisted many intercountry adoptees through their complex journeys of identity
and belonging. | am pleased to be associated with and to support their work”, said Ms
Chapman.

MEDIA: For more information or to arrange interviews
please contact Peter van Vliet on 0488 769 097.



