
NJSLA Narrative Task
Grade 3 Writing

Lesson 1: Introduction to the Prose Constructed Response on the Narrative
Task

Rationale
● This lesson serves as an overview of the prose constructed response (PCR) of the

NJSLA Narrative Task (NT), which is the story writing portion of the exam.

Goal
● To understand the requirements of the NJSLA Narrative Task prose constructed response

Task Foci
● CCSS W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Objectives
● Students will understand the type of writing that they will be asked to produce on the NJSLA

Narrative Task.
● Students will preview sample narrative task PCRs.

Materials
● Sample narrative prompt
● Literary anchor text
● Blank white paper
● Colored pencils, crayons, or markers

Procedures
● Tell students that today they will examine the prose constructed response of the NJSLA

Narrative Task. The Narrative Task requires students to write a story based on a given text and
prompt.

● Make sure students are clear on the difference between literature and informational text, as
distinguished by the CCSS.

● Next, define “narrative” for them, so that they are clear that it is different from an essay.
“What is a narrative? ‘Narrative’ is another word for ‘story.’ Usually when we think of
‘story’ we think of fiction, which involves imaginary characters and situations. However,
we can write nonfiction stories also, which describe real people and real events.
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● The prompt will be based on a literary text. Students will be prompted to write a story. The
prompt may have students:

o continue the story where the text left off.
o ask them to write another story using the same character(s).
o write the story from a different point of view (e.g. a third-person narrator instead of the

text’s first-person narrator).
● Display the sample prompt and discuss.
● Next, hand out the literary text and ask students to read.
● Review the story and ask a question that connects the story to the prompt.
● Hand out blank white paper and colored pencils.
● Have each student create a web to brainstorm their response to the prompt.
● Discuss students’ ideas and findings if there is time. Collect their work.

Assessment
● Evaluate students’ webs. It should be evident that the student understood the reading.
● A student’s work should make evident that they understood the reading and the prompt,

as well as show indications of character, theme, plot, setting, and tone development that
fit how those elements were treated in the text.

Extension Activity
● To provide students with more practice, create PCR prompts using literature from your

curriculum.
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from Peter and Wendy
by J.M. Barrie

Adapted by Laura Schaefer

1. I hope you want to know what became of the other boys. They were waiting below to give
Wendy time to explain about them; and when they had counted five hundred they went up. They
went up by the stair, because they thought this would make a better impression. They stood in a
row in front of Mrs. Darling, with their hats off, and wishing they were not wearing their pirate
clothes. They said nothing, but their eyes asked her to have them. They ought to have looked at
Mr. Darling also, but they forgot about him.

2. Of course Mrs. Darling said at once that she would have them; but Mr. Darling was curiously
depressed, and they saw that he considered six a rather large number.

3. "I must say," he said to Wendy, "that you don't do things by halves," a grudging remark which the
twins thought was pointed at them.

4. The first twin was the proud one, and he asked, flushing, "Do you think we should be too much
of a handful, sir? Because, if so, we can go away."

5. "Father!" Wendy cried, shocked; but still the cloud was on him. He knew he was behaving
unworthily, but he could not help it.

6. "We could lie doubled up," said Nibs.

7. "I always cut their hair myself," said Wendy.

8. "George!" Mrs. Darling exclaimed, pained to see her dear one showing himself in such an
unfavourable light.

9. Then he burst into tears, and the truth came out. He was as glad to have them as she was, he said,
but he thought they should have asked his consent as well as hers, instead of treating him as a
nobody in his own house.

10. "I don't think he is a nobody," Tootles cried instantly. "Do you think he is a nobody, Curly?"

11. "No, I don't. Do you think he is a nobody, Slightly?"

12. "Rather not. Twin, what do you think?"

13. It turned out that not one of them thought him a nobody; and he was absurdly gratified, and said
he would find space for them all in the drawing-room if they fitted in.

14. "We'll fit in, sir," they assured him.

15. "Then follow the leader," he cried gaily. "Mind you, I am not sure that we have a drawing-room,
but we pretend we have, and it's all the same. Hoop la!"

16. He went off dancing through the house, and they all cried "Hoop la!" and danced after him,
searching for the drawing-room; and I forget whether they found it, but at any rate they found
corners, and they all fitted in.

17. As for Peter, he saw Wendy once again before he flew away. He did not exactly come to the
window, but he brushed against it in passing so that she could open it if she liked and call to him.
That is what she did.

18. "Hullo, Wendy, good-bye," he said.
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19. "Oh dear, are you going away?"

20. "Yes."

21. "You don't feel, Peter," she said falteringly, "that you would like to say anything to my parents
about a very sweet subject?"

22. "No."

23. "About me, Peter?"

24. "No."

25. Mrs. Darling came to the window, for at present she was keeping a sharp eye on Wendy. She told
Peter that she had adopted all the other boys, and would like to adopt him also.

26. "Would you send me to school?" he inquired craftily.

27. "Yes."

28. "And then to an office?"

29. "I suppose so."

30. "Soon I would be a man?"

31. "Very soon."

32. "I don't want to go to school and learn solemn things," he told her passionately. "I don't want to
be a man. O Wendy's mother, if I was to wake up and feel there was a beard!"

33. "Peter," said Wendy the comforter, "I should love you in a beard;" and Mrs. Darling stretched out
her arms to him, but he repulsed her.

34. "Keep back, lady, no one is going to catch me and make me a man."

Prompt
In the short excerpt you read, six boys were adopted by the Darlings. That’s a lot of children in one
house! Write an original story about living in the Darling household with all of the newly adopted
boys. In your story, be sure to use details to show how it would feel to be part of such a large family.
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