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 Rationale 
 NJSLA’s prose constructed response (PCR) represents a significant change from previous tests’ essay 

prompts. On the Research Simulation Task, these prompts require students to write an argumentative or 

informative/explanatory essay based solely on textual evidence found in the associated texts.  
 For students to write proficient responses, they need to start with a strong grasp of the prompt’s 

requirements and must be able to develop a strong opening topic statement that fully addresses 

the prompt.    

Goals  

 To understand a PCR prompt 

 To write an opening topic statement that directly addresses all aspects of the PCR prompt 

 

Task Foci 

 CCSS W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

 CCSS W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

Objectives 

 Students will examine and understand the PCR prompt 

 Students will write an opening topic statement that specifically addresses all aspects of the PCR prompt  

 

Materials 

 Research Simulation Task Sample Texts (3) 

 Research Simulation Task Sample Prompt 

 Prompt/Opening Topic Worksheet 

 

Procedures 

Part 1 

 Explain that today you will work as a class to understand the prompt for the prose constructed response 

of the NJSLA Research Simulation Task. 
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 Hand out the sample texts to students and have them read it independently. For this first read, they can 

take notes if they’d like to, but let them know that they will have the opportunity to take notes during a 

second reading. 

 Next, present the PCR prompt to the class and hand out the PCR prompt/Opening topic statement 

worksheet. 

 Work through the prompt as a class, asking questions such as: What specific aspects of the text is the 

prompt drawing your attention to? Is it asking you to compare and contrast two ideas, people, or 

arguments? Is it asking you to compare how several articles treat one subject?  

 Address any questions the students might have. 

 Tell your students that with this prompt in mind to re-read the text and look for details they think would 

help them answer the prompt. Allow time for them to read carefully and make annotations. 

o Note: Lesson 4 covers text support and evidence in depth. Students will return to their notes from 

this lesson for that   

 In closing, have students share what they noted. To prepare them to write opening topic statements, ask 

them how they could use their findings to answer the prompt.  

 

Part 2 

 In this part of the lesson, students will use the texts and their notes from Part 1 to construct an opening 

topic statement to answer the prompt.  

 Explain that an opening topic statement is a one or two sentence claim about a given topic, in this case 

the topic elicited from the PCR prompt.  

 Model an opening topic statement. 

 Ask students: What makes a good opening topic statement? 

 Give students the opportunity to share what they may already know about what makes a good opening 

topic statement.  

 Inform students that a good opening topic statement: 

o answers the prompt completely 

o clearly states your position 

o is debatable (someone could argue the opposite)  

o is one or two sentences 

o can be supported by evidence from the text 

 After this discussion, tell students that now they will use the texts and their notes to write their own 

opening topic statements. 

 Have students return to the Opening Topic Worksheet and their annotated texts and complete the 

assignment. 

 In closing, ask students to share their opening topic statements, working through any problems or 

challenges they encountered while writing them. 

 

Teacher Tips 

 For Part I: Circulate around the room while students are doing their second reading and taking 

notes. Pay attention to what passages students are underlining and if their notes are accurately 

capturing the information in the text. 
 For Part II: Check for evidence that students are using textual support to develop their opening 

topic statements. 
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Extension Activity 

 Students can evaluate each other’s theses for effectiveness. This can be done anonymously. Evaluating 

the effectiveness of others’ theses will help students understand the strengths and weaknesses of their 

own. 

 



 

RST Writing Lesson 3: Understanding the PCR Prompt and Writing an Opening topic statement Page 4 
© 2023 Inspired Instruction, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Stay Safe and Healthy in Winter 
CDC.gov 

 
Many sections of the United States have seen severe snow, ice, and bitter cold this winter. We all need to stay aware of 

weather patterns and remain prepared for falling temperatures and precipitation. Winter storms and cold temperatures can 

sometimes arrive quickly and without much warning. Stay prepared for the dangers to health and safety that may come 

with them. 

Stay safe outdoors. 

Life doesn’t always stop when winter storms hit. Some people must still be outdoors working or traveling. Some choose 

to be outside enjoying winter sports. Outdoor activities can expose you to several safety hazards, but you can take steps to 

prepare for them. Wear appropriate outdoor clothing, suitable for cold weather. Put on layers of light, warm clothing, 

mittens, hats, scarves and waterproof boots. Sprinkle cat litter or sand on icy patches. Be aware of the wind chill factor. 

Work slowly when doing outside chores. Take a buddy and an emergency kit when you are enjoying outdoor recreation. 

Avoid traveling when the weather service has issued advisories. If you must travel, inform a friend or relative of your 

planned route and expected time of arrival. Carry a cell phone. 

Stay safe in your vehicle. 

Learn safety rules to follow in case you become stranded in your car. Stay with your car unless safety is no more than 100 

yards away. Continue to move arms and legs. Stay visible. Put bright cloth on the antenna, turn on the inside overhead 

light (when engine is running), and raise the hood when snow stops falling. Run the engine and heater only ten minutes 

every hour. Keep a downwind window open. Make sure the tailpipe is not blocked. 

Stay safe indoors. 

Although many people prefer to remain indoors in the winter, staying inside is no guarantee of safety. Take steps to keep 

your home safe and warm during the winter months. Have a safe alternate heating source and alternate fuels available 

Prevent carbon monoxide (CO) emergencies. Keep grills and generators out of the house and garage. Position generators 

at least 20 feet from the house. Learn symptoms of CO poisoning, such as headaches, nausea and disorientation. Stock 

food that needs no cooking or refrigeration and water stored in clean containers. Keep an emergency kit up-to-date. 

Check on those at risk. 

Above all, be prepared to check on family and neighbors who are especially at risk from cold weather hazards. Young 

children, older adults, and the ill may need your help. If you have pets, bring them inside. If you cannot bring them inside, 

provide adequate, warm shelter and unfrozen water to drink. 
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Keep Your Cool in Hot Weather 
CDC.gov 

Many parts of our nation experience very hot weather. Most of us can’t spend three or four months in air-conditioned 

comfort, nor would we want to. If you want to work and play outdoors during the summer, you need to learn how to 

protect yourself in extreme heat. 

Getting too hot can make you sick if your body can’t properly cool you off. Heat exposure can even kill you. Every year 

on average, extreme heat causes 658 deaths in the United States. This is more than from tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, and 

lightning combined. 

People who are at highest risk for heat-related illness are the elderly, the very young, and people with mental illness and 

chronic diseases that linger for a long time. But even young and healthy people can get sick from the heat if they 

participate in strenuous physical activities during hot weather. 

Several factors affect your body’s ability to release heat and cool down: 

• High humidity: When the humidity is high, sweat won’t evaporate as quickly, which keeps your body from 

releasing heat as fast as it may need to. 

• Personal factors: Age, obesity, fever, dehydration, heart disease, mental illness, poor circulation and sunburn can 

also affect your body’s ability to cool off enough in very hot weather. 

What can you do? 
You can take steps to prevent heat-related illnesses, injuries, and deaths during hot weather. Check the local news for 

health and safety updates. Stay in an air-conditioned indoor location during extremely hot days. Schedule outdoor 

activities carefully. Pace yourself. Drink plenty of fluids. Wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing and sunscreen. 

Take cool showers or baths to cool down. Check on a friend or neighbor and have someone do the same for you. Do not 

leave children in cars. 

Summer presents many chances to enjoy the outdoors. You can swim, camp and cook out. Just be sure to stay up-to-date 

with weather reports. Pay attention to your body. Follow the tips above. You can have fun outdoors and keep yourself and 

your family safe from the dangers of extreme heat. 
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Unpredictable Spring Weather 
from CDC.gov and ready.gov/caring-animals, adapted by Laura Schaefer 

Spring is the time of year when many things change—including the weather. Sunny days may be followed by a week of 

stormy weather. Sometimes extreme weather changes can happen within the same day. Thunderstorms cause most of the 

severe spring weather. Whenever warm, moist air collides with cool, dry air, thunderstorms can occur as a result of this 

impact. They can bring with them lightning, tornadoes and flooding. 

Spring weather is so unpredictable. You may be unprepared when severe weather hits. This is particularly true if you live 

in a region that does not often have thunderstorms, tornadoes or flooding. 

When severe weather hits unexpectedly, the risk of injury goes up. So planning ahead makes sense. Prepare for storms, 

floods, and tornadoes as if you know in advance they are coming. In the spring, they very likely will. 

You can follow many of the same steps for all extreme weather events. You should have on hand: 

• A battery-operated flashlight and NOAA Weather Radio and extra batteries 

• An emergency evacuation plan and shelter in place plan for every type of severe weather emergency and every 

location 

• A list of telephone numbers and other personal and home information 

• A first aid kit and personal care items like a toothbrush 

• A 3–5 day supply of bottled water and dry food 

• Blankets or sleeping bags 

• An emergency kit in your car 

Your family should also have a plan for pet safety. Some of the things you can do to prepare for the unexpected, such as 

assembling an animal emergency supply kit and developing a pet care buddy system, are the same for any emergency. 

Whether you decide to stay put in an emergency or evacuate to a safer location, you will need to make plans in advance 

for your pets. Keep in mind that what's best for you is typically what's best for your animals. For example, if you evacuate 

your home, do not leave your pets behind.  

Why not take the surprise factor out of severe weather and prepare yourself, your family, and your home? You may not 

have to deal with extreme weather events this spring. But if thunderstorms, tornadoes and floods do happen, you’ll be 

ready for them. 
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Prose Constructed Response 

Prompt 
 

 

 

 

 

The two of the articles you’ve read give information about how to stay safe in a variety of 

weather conditions. Write an essay where you argue which season has the most hazards. 

Why aren’t the other two seasons as dangerous as the one you chose? Use details from the 

articles to support your answer. 
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Writing an Opening Topic Statement 

Identify what the PCR requires 

 

Read the prompt and identify what it is asking you to do. In the box below, write a sentence or two that describe 

what the prompt is asking you to write about. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Give it a try: 

 

Now that you know what the prompt is asking you to do, write an opening topic statement to answer the prompt. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checklist 

 My opening topic statement: 

 answers the prompt completely 

 clearly states my position 

 is debatable (someone could argue the opposite)  

 is one or two sentences 

 can be supported by evidence in the text 

 

What is the prompt asking? 




