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 Rationale 
 To prepare students for the prose constructed response on the NJSLA Research Simulation Task, | 

they should practice authentic writing experiences modeled on the NJSLA format. 

 

Goal  

 To complete a practice session for the RST prose constructed response 

 

Task Foci 

 CCSS W.6.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 CCSS W.6.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,  

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 CCSS W.6.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 CCSS W.6.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command  

of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6 here.) 

 CCSS W.6.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

 CCSS W.6.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

 CCSS W.6.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 CCSS W.6.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Objectives 

 Students will complete a practice RST prose constructed response 

 

Materials 

 

 

 

 

NJSLA

 

Research Simulation Task

 

Grade 6

 

Writing 

 

Lesson 7: Practice Completing the

 

Prose 

Constructed Response

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/5/
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 Computer with Microsoft Word (per student) 

o Note: Since NJSLA is a computer-based test, it would be best if students can practice typing 

their essays rather than writing them by hand. 

 Research Simulation Task Sample Texts (3) 

 Research Simulation Task Sample Prompt 

 

 

Procedures 

 Tell your students that today they will complete a practice prose constructed response for the 

Research Simulation Task. 

 Make sure every student has opened a new Word file and is ready to write. NOTE: If students are 

handwriting their essays, have them skip lines because they will revise their essays in Lesson 8. 

 Pass out the sample texts and prompt handouts.  

 “You have X minutes to complete this essay. Ready? Begin.” (Almost entire class period should 

be given to write. Estimated completion time for the NJSLA RST is 85 minutes. This includes 

reading, answering selected response questions and writing essay.) 

 Remind class when five minutes remain.  

 When time ends, have students save there essays as “Last Name_First Initial_Draft 1.” Print their 

essays and collect. They will need them for Lesson 8.  

 In closing, ask students for feedback on their test-taking experience.  

 

Assessment 

 Students’ essays should demonstrate their knowledge and application of the following elements of 

composition: 

o A clear thesis statement that makes an arguable claim in response to the prompt. 

o Use of evidence that demonstrates the student understood the readings. 

o Use of evidence that clearly supports the student’s thesis. 

o A clear introduction that addresses the prompt and includes the thesis statement. 

o Organized body paragraphs with clear reasons, supporting details, and a connection to the 

thesis. 

o A clear conclusion that briefly restates the reasons and thesis statement.      
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What is Robotics? 
Adapted from NASA.gov 

 

Robotics is the study of robots. Robots are machines that can be used to do jobs. Some robots can do work by 

themselves. Other robots must always have a person telling them what to do. 

 

How Does NASA Use Robots?  

NASA uses robots in many ways. Robotic arms on spacecraft are used to move very large objects in space. 

Spacecraft that visit other worlds are robots that can do work by themselves. People send them commands. 

The robots then follow those commands. This type of robot includes the rovers that explore the surface of 

Mars. Robotic airplanes can fly sans pilot. NASA is investigating new types of robots that will work with 

people and help them. 

 

What Are Robotic Arms? 

NASA uses robotic arms to move large objects in space. The space shuttle has used its arm for many jobs. It 

could be used to release or recover satellites. For example, the arm has been used to grab the Hubble Space 

Telescope on five different repair missions. The shuttle and space station arms worked together to help build 

the station. The robotic arms have been used to move new parts of the station into place. The arms also can be 

used to move astronauts around the station on spacewalks. The space station's arm can move to different parts 

of the station. It moves along the outside of the station like an inchworm. It is attached at one end at a time. It 

also has a robotic "hand" that can do smaller jobs. An astronaut or someone in Mission Control must control 

these robotic arms. The astronaut uses controllers that look like joysticks used to play video games. 

 

How Do Robots Explore Other Worlds? 

Robots help NASA explore the solar system and the universe. Spacecraft that explore the moon or Mars are 

all robotic. These robots include rovers and landers on the surface of other planets. The Mars rovers Spirit and 

Opportunity are examples of this kind of robot. Other robotic spacecraft fly by or orbit other worlds and study 

them from space.  

 

Unlike the robotic arm on the space station, these robots work by themselves. They follow the commands 

people send. People use computers and powerful antennas to send messages to the spacecraft. The robots have 

antennas that get the messages. Then the robot will follow the commands. 
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How Can Robots Help Astronauts? 

Adapted from NASA.gov 

 
 

NASA is making new robots that could help people in space. For example, one of these ideas is called 

Robonaut. Robonaut looks like the upper body of a person. It has a chest, head and arms. Robonaut could 

work outside a spacecraft. It could do jobs like an astronaut on a spacewalk. With wheels or another way of 

moving, Robonaut also could work on the moon, or another world. Robonaut could work next to astronauts 

and help them. 

 

Another robot idea is called SPHERES. These are small robots that look a little like soccer balls. The current 

SPHERES are being used on the space station. They test how well they can move in with very little gravity. 

Someday, similar robots could fly around inside the station helping astronauts. 

 

NASA also is studying the possibility of other robots. For example, a small type of the station's robotic arm 

could be used inside the station. A robot like that might help in an emergency. If an astronaut were gravely 

hurt, a doctor on Earth could control the robotic arm to perform surgery. This technology could help on Earth, 

as well. Doctors could use their knowledge to help people in remote locations. 

 

Robots also can be used as scouts to check out new areas to be explored. Scout robots can take photographs 

and measure the terrain. This helps scientists and engineers make better plans for exploring. Scout robots can 

be used to look for dangers and to find the best places to walk, drive or stop. This helps astronauts work more 

safely and quickly. Having humans and robots work together makes it easier to study other worlds. 
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Robonaut 
Adapted from NASA.gov 

 

Robonaut is a NASA robot. Engineers designed Robonaut to be humanoid, which means it is built to look like 

a person. This makes it easier for Robonaut to do the same jobs as a person. Robonaut could help with 

anything from working on the International Space Station to exploring other worlds. A Robonaut is currently 

aboard the International Space Station. 

 

What Does Robonaut Do? 

NASA began working on the Robonaut project in 1996 and produced the first version of the robot in 2000. 

Since that time, engineers have continued to improve Robonaut. The newest model is called Robonaut 2, or 

R2. NASA and car manufacturer General Motors worked together to create R2. Robonaut has a head, torso, 

arms and hands like a person. Cameras in the head provide vision. Robonaut is called a dexterous robot 

because its hands and fingers move like a person's. So Robonaut can perform tasks designed to be done by 

human hands. For example, Robonaut can use many of the same tools as an astronaut. In addition, the robot's 

torso can be attached to a "bottom" so Robonaut can move around. For example, Robonaut has been tested 

with a set of wheels. 

 

 

How Does Robonaut Work? 

Robonaut can function in two ways. Software allows Robonaut to "think" for itself. The people who control 

R2 can give it a simple task to do, and R2 can figure out how to do it. R2's software can be updated to allow it 

to do new tasks. R2 also can be operated by remote control. An operator can use a headset to see what 

Robonaut sees through its cameras. The operator can then use controls to make Robonaut move. 

What Will Robonaut Do on the Space Station? 

R2 flew to the space station on the space shuttle Discovery on the STS-133 mission. First, R2 will stay in the 

Destiny laboratory. NASA sent equipment with R2 to see how well it works. That first stage of the test will 

make sure that R2 works as well in space as on Earth. 

 

 

What Does the Future Hold for Robonaut? 

NASA is not the only group benefiting from R2. NASA's partner, General Motors, will benefit as well. GM 

plans to use the technology to make cars safer. GM also hopes to use lessons learned from Robonaut to make 

a safer work environment. 

 

NASA is still deciding what the future holds for Robonaut. If the test inside the space station goes well, 

Robonaut could someday be tested outside the space station. This testing would determine how well Robonaut 

could work with, or instead of, spacewalking astronauts. Robonaut's designers even have ideas for sending a 

robot like Robonaut to another world someday. If testing goes well, who knows where Robonaut—or a better 

robot based on Robonaut—could end up? 
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Research Simulation Task 

Prose Constructed Response 

All three of the texts you’ve read give information about the role of robotics in the work that NASA does. 

Based on what you’ve learned, write an essay about how robotics could improve everyday life on Earth. 

Consider how problems solved by robots in space could be used to solve similar problems here on Earth. Use 

details from the three articles you’ve read to support your points. 
 

_____________________________________________________
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