
Close Reading
Grades 3-5

Rationale
● It is important that students learn not only how to comprehend what they read, but also be able to

analyze it. Students should be given frequent opportunities to close read texts in order to become
skilled in identifying how the parts of a work make up the whole.

Goals
● To introduce the concept of close reading
● To provide practice with close reading

Standards
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures;

determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the
text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about
a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier
sections.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text;
summarize the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5: Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the
structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings,
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly
and when drawing inferences from the text.
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● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text,
including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects
upon a topic; summarize the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide
the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

Objectives
● Students will use close reading skills to analyze the structure of poems.
● Students will use evidence to support their analyses.

Materials
● “Autumn” by Emily Dickinson
● “Dust of Snow” by Robert Frost
● “The Ecchoing Green” by William Blake
● Student worksheet (two copies per group)
● Highlighters

Procedures
● Explain to students that today they are going to practice close reading to analyze the structure of a

few poems.
● Distribute the student copy of the poems and read the poem “Autumn” aloud. Slowly read the

passage again. Point out that this poem has two stanzas, each with four lines.
● Using the annotations provided in the teacher’s version, model how a reader can close read to

determine the structure of a poem. After covering the annotations, think aloud about the poem’s
structure and what it means.

● Suggested explanation: In “Autumn” Dickinson details the characteristics of that time of year. She
names specific examples of how the fall is a time of change. The poem is made whole through its
structure. Dickinson makes the poem whole by using structure: two equal stanzas of four lines;
short lines of alternating eight syllables and seven syllables; the rhymes of every other line (Line 8
can be considered a near rhyme).  The last two lines emphasize the idea of change, by have the
speaker declare that she too must change if she is to fit in.

● Next, break students into groups of three to four to prepare them to do their own close readings.
● Distribute the student worksheet.
● Group Activity: Students will work in groups of three to four to read Frost’s poem and then

Blake’s poem. They should first read the poem aloud at least twice and discuss what they think the
poem means. Direct students to record their findings on the student worksheet. Students should
work together to read the passage, re-read the passage, and annotate the text similarly to how you
modeled it for them. Permit students to look up or ask you the meanings of words they do not
know. Students will use one worksheet for Frost and one for Blake.

● Closing – Bring the class back together. One by one, ask a speaker for each group to identify the
structure of the poem and explain how they got their answer. Prompt them to use specific details
from the text if they are not doing so. If time permits, hold a group discussion about the meaning
of each poem.
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Assessment
● Successful students will be able to analyze the structure of each poem and provide sufficient

evidence for their explanations.
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Teacher’s Demo

“Autumn”
By Emily Dickinson
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“Autumn”
By Emily Dickinson

The morns are meeker than they were,
The nuts are getting brown;
The berry's cheek is plumper,
The rose is out of town.
The maple wears a gayer scarf,
The field a scarlet gown.
Lest I should be old-fashioned,
I'll put a trinket on.

“Dust of Snow”
By Robert Frost

The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree

Has given my heart
A change of mood
And saved some part
Of a day I had rued.
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“The Ecchoing Green”
By William Blake

The sun does arise,
And make happy the skies.
The merry bells ring
To welcome the Spring.
The sky-lark and thrush,
The birds of the bush,
Sing louder around,
To the bells’ cheerful sound.
While our sports shall be seen
On the Ecchoing Green.

Old John, with white hair
Does laugh away care,
Sitting under the oak,
Among the old folk,
They laugh at our play,
And soon they all say.
‘Such, such were the joys.
When we all girls & boys,
In our youth-time were seen,
On the Ecchoing Green.’

Till the little ones weary
No more can be merry
The sun does descend,
And our sports have an end:
Round the laps of their mothers,
Many sisters and brothers,
Like birds in their nest,
Are ready for rest;
And sport no more seen,
On the darkening Green.
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Structure Worksheet

Group name:
Poem title and author: _____________________________

In your own words, summarize the poem:

What is the structure of the poem? (Number of stanzas/lines, number of syllables per line, rhyme scheme)

What are some important words or phrases that stick out to you? What do they mean? What do they add
to the poem?

What is the overall meaning of this poem? Quote lines from the poem to support your answer.
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