
Informational Paired Texts
Grades 6-8

Rationale
● The Common Core requires students to explain how two or more sources about the same subject

treat that subject and analyze their findings. Students should practice these skills using texts in
small lessons to prepare them for larger research projects.

Goals
● To identify how two sources treat a similar subject

Standards
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as

well as inferences drawn from the text.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.2: Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.7: Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually,

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.9: Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another

(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development

over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.7: Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the

text, analyzing each medium's portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact
of the words).

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,
print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
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Objectives
● Students will read two biographies of Theodore Roosevelt with different focuses in order to

analyze how different texts treat the same subject.

Materials
● “Theodore Roosevelt” text (one per student)
● “Theodore Roosevelt and Conservation” text (one per student)
● Worksheet 1 (one per group)
● Worksheet 2 (one per group)
● Highlighters and pens

Procedures
● Explain to students that today they are going to read two articles about Theodore Roosevelt and

think about the different ways Roosevelt is presented in the texts.
● Read both texts aloud.
● Next, break students into groups of three to four to prepare them to do their own close readings.
● Distribute the student worksheet. Explain that students will work together to find similarities and

differences in the articles.
● Elect one student from each group to be the scribe.
● Direct groups to re-read both articles. Ask all members of each group to mark the texts with

highlighters or pens when they come across key details, anything about Roosevelt’s personality,
actions, etc.

● When students have finished reading the texts, direct them to go to their worksheet. On their
worksheets they should record the differences in the appropriate columns for each article. In the
middle column, they should note general shared ideas. Remind them to return to the texts often to
make sure they have the details correct.

● After students have filled out the columns, direct them to answer the short-answer questions on
Worksheet 2.

● Closing – Bring the class back together. Ask students to discuss their findings. Write their answers
on the board and address any inconsistencies in their responses.

Assessment
● Successful students will distinguish the differences in the articles’ presentations of Roosevelt.
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Theodore Roosevelt
From Whitehouse.gov

With the assassination of President McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, not quite 43, became the youngest
President in the Nation's history. He brought new excitement and power to the Presidency, as he
vigorously led Congress and the American public toward progressive reforms and a strong foreign policy.
He took the view that the President as a "steward of the people" should take whatever action necessary for
the public good unless expressly forbidden by law or the Constitution." I did not usurp power," he wrote,
"but I did greatly broaden the use of executive power."
Roosevelt's youth differed sharply from that of the log cabin Presidents. He was born in New York City in
1858 into a wealthy family, but he too struggled--against ill health--and in his triumph became an
advocate of the strenuous life.
In 1884 his first wife, Alice Lee Roosevelt, and his mother died on the same day. Roosevelt spent much of
the next two years on his ranch in the Badlands of Dakota Territory. There he mastered his sorrow as he
lived in the saddle, driving cattle, hunting big game--he even captured an outlaw. On a visit to London, he
married Edith Carow in December 1886.
During the Spanish-American War, Roosevelt was lieutenant colonel of the Rough Rider Regiment, which
he led on a charge at the battle of San Juan. He was one of the most conspicuous heroes of the war.
Boss Tom Platt, needing a hero to draw attention away from scandals in New York State, accepted
Roosevelt as the Republican candidate for Governor in 1898. Roosevelt won and served with distinction.
As President, Roosevelt held the ideal that the Government should be the great arbiter of the conflicting
economic forces in the Nation, especially between capital and labor, guaranteeing justice to each and
dispensing favors to none.
Roosevelt emerged spectacularly as a "trust buster" by forcing the dissolution of a great railroad
combination in the Northwest. Other antitrust suits under the Sherman Act followed.
Roosevelt steered the United States more actively into world politics. He liked to quote a favorite proverb,
"Speak softly and carry a big stick. . . ."
Aware of the strategic need for a shortcut between the Atlantic and Pacific, Roosevelt ensured the
construction of the Panama Canal. His corollary to the Monroe Doctrine prevented the establishment of
foreign bases in the Caribbean and arrogated the sole right of intervention in Latin America to the United
States.
He won the Nobel Peace Prize for mediating the Russo-Japanese War, reached a Gentleman's Agreement
on immigration with Japan, and sent the Great White Fleet on a goodwill tour of the world.
Some of Theodore Roosevelt's most effective achievements were in conservation. He added enormously
to the national forests in the West, reserved lands for public use, and fostered great irrigation projects.
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He crusaded endlessly on matters big and small, exciting audiences with his high-pitched voice, jutting
jaw, and pounding fist. "The life of strenuous endeavor" was a must for those around him, as he romped
with his five younger children and led ambassadors on hikes through Rock Creek Park in Washington,
D.C.
Leaving the Presidency in 1909, Roosevelt went on an African safari, then jumped back into politics. In
1912 he ran for President on a Progressive ticket. To reporters he once remarked that he felt as fit as a bull
moose, the name of his new party.
While campaigning in Milwaukee, he was shot in the chest by a fanatic. Roosevelt soon recovered, but his
words at that time would have been applicable at the time of his death in 1919: "No man has had a happier
life than I have led; a happier life in every way."

Demonstration Lesson: Paired Texts, Grades 6-8 Page 4
© 2021 Inspired Instruction, LLC. All Rights Reserved.



Theodore Roosevelt and Conservation
From nps.gov

"We have fallen heirs to the most glorious heritage a people ever received, and each one must do his
part if we wish to show that the nation is worthy of its good fortune." - Theodore Roosevelt
Theodore Roosevelt is often considered the "conservationist president."
Here in the North Dakota Badlands, where many of his personal concerns
first gave rise to his later environmental efforts, Roosevelt is remembered
with a national park that bears his name and honors the memory of this
great conservationist.
Theodore Roosevelt first came to the Badlands in September 1883. A
sportsman-hunter all his life, Roosevelt sought a chance to hunt the big game
of North America before they disappeared. Although his writings depict
numerous hunting trips and successful kills, they are laced with lament for the
loss of species and habitat.
The decimation of bison, and the eradication of elk, bighorn sheep, deer and
other game species was a loss which Roosevelt felt indicative of society's
perception of our natural resources. He saw the effects of overgrazing, and
suffered the loss of his ranches because of it. While many still considered
natural resources inexhaustible, Roosevelt would write:
We have become great because of the lavish use of our resources. But the time has come to inquire
seriously what will happen when our forests are gone, when the coal, the iron, the oil, and the gas are
exhausted, when the soils have still further impoverished and washed into the streams, polluting the
rivers, denuding the fields and obstructing navigation.
Conservation increasingly became one of Roosevelt's main concerns. After becoming president in
1901, Roosevelt used his authority to protect wildlife and public lands by creating the United States
Forest Service (USFS) and establishing 150 national forests, 51 federal bird reserves, 4 national game
preserves, 5 national parks, and 18 national monuments by enabling the 1906 American Antiquities
Act. During his presidency, Theodore Roosevelt protected approximately 230 million acres of public
land.
Today, the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt is found across the country. There are six national park sites
dedicated, in part or whole, to our conservationist president.
Public Lands Established by Theodore Roosevelt
The conservation legacy of Theodore Roosevelt is found in the 230 million acres of public lands he
helped establish during his presidency. Much of that land - 150 millions acres - was set aside as national
forests. Roosevelt created the present-day USFS in 1905, an organization within the Department of
Agriculture. The idea was to conserve forests for continued use. An adamant proponent of utilizing the
country's resources, Roosevelt wanted to insure the sustainability of those resources.
Roosevelt was also the first president to create a Federal Bird Reserve, and he would establish 51 of
these during his administration. These reserves would later become today's national wildlife refuges,
managed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Today there is a national wildlife
refuge in every state, and North Dakota boasts the most refuges of any state in the country.
During Roosevelt's administration, the National Park System grew substantially. When the National
Park Service was created in 1916 - seven years after Roosevelt left office - there were 35 sites to be
managed by the new organization. Roosevelt helped created 23 of those. See below for a list of the sites
created during his administration which are connected with the National Park Service.
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Roosevelt Writings on Conservation
Theodore Roosevelt was the first president of the 1900s, a time of great expansion and development.
His devotion to conserving our natural and cultural history helped establish a precedent at an important
time in our nation's history. When many still considered our resources inexhaustible, Roosevelt saw
them as something to protect and cherish:
It is also vandalism wantonly to destroy or to permit the destruction of what is beautiful in nature,
whether it be a cliff, a forest, or a species of mammal or bird. Here in the United States we turn our
rivers and streams into sewers and dumping-grounds, we pollute the air, we destroy forests, and
exterminate fishes, birds and mammals -- not to speak of vulgarizing charming landscapes with hideous
advertisements. But at last it looks as if our people were awakening.
The great preservationist John Muir, concerned over the destruction of western areas, invited President
Roosevelt to camp in Yosemite National Park. After his trip, Roosevelt remarked: "It was like lying in a
great solemn cathedral, far vaster and more beautiful than any built by the hand of man."
He provided a counter-balance to those who sought to exploit the natural world for personal gain. When
Congress fought his efforts to create a national park at the Grand Canyon, Roosevelt used his executive
power to protect it as a national monument:
In the Grand Canyon, Arizona has a natural wonder which is in kind absolutely unparalleled
throughout the rest of the world. I want to ask you to keep this great wonder of nature as it now is. I
hope you will not have a building of any kind, not a summer cottage, a hotel or anything else, to mar
the wonderful grandeur, the sublimity, the great loneliness and beauty of the canyon. Leave it as it is.
You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on it, and man can only mar it.
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Worksheet 1

Group Name: ____________________________

“Theodore Roosevelt” Similarities “Theodore Roosevelt and
Conservation”
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Worksheet 2

Group Name: ____________________________

1. What is the central idea in the article “Theodore Roosevelt”?

2. What is the central idea in the article “Theodore Roosevelt and Conservation”?

3. What information about Theodore Roosevelt do BOTH articles include?

4. What article is more effective in telling us who Theodore Roosevelt was? Explain
your reasoning?
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