
Identifying the Elements of a PCR
Every PCR includes valuable information that can help when planning out your

response.  If you dissect each prompt, you can identify what the prompt asserts, what
the prompt requires of you, and which text or texts must be referenced.

Example:

Prompt:

You have read passages from the novels The Georges and
the Jewels and Black Beauty: The Autobiography of a
Horse.  Both were written in the first person point of view.

Write an essay in which you compare the way the authors
use first person point of view to develop the characters.

Be sure to cite specific examples from both passages.

What the prompt asserts:
● Both were written in the first person point of view.

What the prompt requires:
● compare the way the authors use first person point of

view to develop the characters.

For this essay, what text or texts must be used?
● cite specific examples from both passages.
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Let’s  use highlighters to identify each of the elements.

Example:

Using highlighters:

● Yellow: Color the sentences that identify what the
prompt asserts.

● Blue: Color the sentences that state what the student
is required to do.

● Green: Color the sentences that identify which text or
texts must be used.

You have read passages from the novels The Georges
and the Jewels and Black Beauty: The Autobiography
of a Horse. Both were written in the first person point
of view.

Write an essay in which you compare the way the
authors use first person point of view to develop the
characters.

Be sure to cite specific examples from both passages.
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Identifying the Elements of a PCR
Using highlighters:

● Yellow: Color the sentences that identify what the prompt asserts.
● Blue: Color the sentences that state what the student is required to do.
● Green: Color the sentences that identify which text or texts must be used.

You have read a passage from “The Growin’ of Paul Bunyan.”  Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Johnny's point of view. Write a narrative story retelling the story from the
point of view of Johnny. Be sure to use supporting details from the passage.

You have read the passage from a Boy's Life and “Emancipation: A Life Fable.” Both texts develop
the theme of freedom. Write an essay that compares and contrasts the approaches each text uses
to develop the theme of freedom.

You have read two texts and viewed one video. Write an essay that compares and contrasts the
evidence each source uses to support this claim.  Be sure to use evidence from all three sources to
support your response.

In the passage from Magic Elizabeth, the author creates a vivid setting and two distinct characters,
Mrs. Chipley and Sally. Think about the details the author uses to establish the setting and
characters. Write an original story about what happens when Sally arrives at Aunt Sarah's house.
In your story, be sure to use what you have learned about the setting and characters as you tell
what happens next.

You have read a passage from The Count of Monte Cristo and a scene from Blessings.  Think
about the similarities and differences in how the two authors develop the themes in each text. Write
an essay in which you identify a theme from each text and analyze how each theme is developed.
Be sure to include specific details from both selections.

You have learned about electricity by reading two articles, “Energy Story” and “Conducting
Solutions,” and viewing a video clip titled, “Hands-on Science with Squishy Circuits.” In an essay,
compare the purposes of the three sources. Then analyze how each source uses explanations,
demonstrations, or descriptions of experiments to help accomplish its purpose. Be sure to discuss
important differences and similarities between the information gained from the video and the
information provided in the articles. Support your response with evidence from each source.

At the end of the passage, Howie tells Kevin that he is not making a good case. Write an original
story that describes what Kevin does next to try to change Howie’s mind about paying for
Cromwell’s training. In writing your story: Consider what actions Kevin might take or what Kevin
might say that would strengthen his case. Be sure to use what you have learned about the setting,
characters, and plot of the passage.

In Confetti Girl and Tortilla Sun, the narrators have points of view different from those of their
parents. Write an essay analyzing how these differences in points of view create tension in both
stories. Remember to use details from both texts to support your ideas.
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