
Sports and Games:
Literary Elements in Narrative Writing

Rationale
The intent of this lesson is to prepare students for the State Standards by writing narrative pieces,

supporting a topic. In addition, students will utilize literary elements to enhance writing.

Goals
To expose students to literary elements

To have students understand literary conventions

To enhance students’ writing by including details describing action, thoughts and feelings

Standards

W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include
details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure.

SL.2.4 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking
audibly in coherent sentences.

Objectives
Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the definitions of simile and metaphor.
Students will be able to create examples of similes and metaphors.
Students will use literary elements to enhance narrative writing.

Materials
Handout: “I’m a Superhero! I can…”
Narrative writing prompt
Chart Paper
Markers
Pencils
Optional: Books depicting similes: Quick as a Cricket by Audrey and Don Wood; The Seashore Book by

Charlotte Zolotow; Owl Moon by Jane Yolen. (These books contain lots of descriptive, poetic language and
interesting similes.
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Procedure
Anticipatory Set (Brainstorming): Ask the students to name any superheroes (Spiderman, Batman,

Superman, Fantastic Four, X Men, Hulk). Copy their responses on the board or chart paper. Ask the students to
tell you what special powers the superheroes have and copy them on the board or chart paper. Tell the students
that they will have an opportunity today to become superheroes. Say- “In order to create your superhero
qualities you need to know two types of imagery: simile and metaphor.”

Imagery: Tell the students that one way that writers improve their writing is by including imagery. Imagery
is using words to paint a picture, or image, in a reader’s mind. Two common types of imagery that writers use are
similes and metaphors. Both compare two different things in a creative and imaginative way.

Simile: A simile is a figure of speech where something is compared to something else, using the words
“as” or “like.”

Examples of similes: (Write these examples on chart paper).
● You look as cold as a Popsicle.
● Zoe looked as pretty as a picture.
● Her hair shimmered like gold.
● Boston Marathon winner ran like the wind.
Metaphor: A metaphor is like a simile except that it compares or contrasts two things without using the

words “like” or “as.” A metaphor is a stronger comparison than a simile. The use of metaphor implies that the
things being compared are equal.

Examples of Metaphor: (Write these examples on chart paper).
● Her hair was gold.
● It is raining cats and dogs.
● My mom told me that my bedroom is a disaster area.
● Maria’s cousin Alexis is a star.

Discussion Questions:
● Is this the first time you have heard similes like these?
● Have you ever used similes yourself?
● Do you ever compare something to another thing?
● Do any of these examples sound familiar?
● How many are new to you?

Handout: Before introducing the handout to the students go over the action words. At this time you may
want the students to get out of their seats and perform the actions. Tell the students to show you how a
superhero might do each of the actions. You may want to let the students move around the classroom for some
of the actions.

Paired/Group Activity: Explain the handout to the students. Depending on the students’ abilities with
figurative language you may want to have them work in pairs or small groups.

Teacher’s Role: Monitor students’ responses. Identify the students that are having difficulty coming up with
examples of similes and metaphors. Work with these students on a one-to-one basis.

Closure: Allow the students to present their answers to the class. Whenever possible have them perform
the actions of the superheroes. Students may have the option to present their responses as a song (chorus [after
each statement]: I’m a superhero!
Superhero! Super, superhero!
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Teacher & Teachers’ Aide Observations During the Group Activity
Which students seemed to struggle developing similes and metaphors?

Which students are struggling with spelling and grammar conventions?

Which students were easily coming up with similes and metaphors?

Assessment
Students’ responses on handout should show understanding of similes and metaphors.

Follow Up
Have the students design an outfit for their own superhero. Then have them write a descriptive paragraph

describing the outfit from the point of view of an onlooker.
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I’m a Superhero! I can….

I am a superhero! I can jump

I am a superhero! I can run

I am a superhero! I can hide

I am a superhero! I can play

I am a superhero! I can stretch

I am a superhero! I can climb

I am a superhero! I can swim

I am a superhero! I can fly

Create your own:
I am a Superhero! I can
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Superhero for the Day!
Imagine that you awake one morning with super powers. Start a story about your day with super powers.
Describe your super powers and think about how you will use them throughout the day. Draw a picture to go
along with your paragraph.
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Examples of Figurative Language (Teacher use only)

Simile: A simile is a comparison that often uses the words “like” or “as”. One example of a simile would be to
say, “Jamie runs as fast as the wind.”

Metaphor: A metaphor is a comparison made between things which are essentially not alike. It is similar to a
simile but does not use “like” or “as”. One example of a metaphor would be to say, “Nobody invites Edward to
parties because he is a wet blanket.”

Alliteration: Alliteration is the regular repetition of a consonant sound. The tongue twister, "Peter Piper picked a
peck of pickled peppers," is an example of alliteration. Alliteration adds rhythm and an almost musical quality
to your words.

Personification: When something that is not human is given human-like qualities, this is known as
personification. An example of personification would be to say, “The leaves danced in the wind on the cold
October afternoon.”

Hyperbole: Exaggerating, often in a humorous way, to make a particular point is known as hyperbole. One
example of hyperbole would be to say, “My eyes widened at the sight of the mile-high ice cream cones we were
having for dessert.”

Onomatopoeia: When you name an action by imitating the sound associated with it, this is known as
onomatopoeia. One example of onomatopoeia would be to say, “The bees buzz angrily when their hive is
disturbed.”

Idiom: An idiom is an expression used by a particular group of people with a meaning that is only known
through common use. One example of an idiom would be to say, “I’m just waiting for him to kick the bucket.”
Many idioms that are frequently used are also considered clichés.

Symbolism: Symbolism occurs when a noun, which has meaning in itself, is used to represent something entirely
different. One example of symbolism would be to use an image of the American flag to represent patriotism and a
love for one’s country.
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