
Revising Existing and Constructing Alternative Thesis

Grade 9 LAT:

PCR:
Write an essay that analyzes how McCaughrean draws on and transforms a particular passage from Pope’s
translation of The Odyssey in her narrative retelling titled Odysseus.  Include how the two selections are alike
and different.  Be sure to provide details from the selections to support your ideas and claims.

Thesis Statement:
In the passage from The Odyssey and the passage from Odysseus, the authors describe the temptation Ulysses
faces from the Sirens.  The passage from The Odyssey describes the moments leading up to the approach of the
Sirens, while the passage from Odysseus focuses on Ulysses’ attempts to free himself and go to them.

Activity #1: A higher order experience is to require students to improve upon an already written thesis
statement.  In the space below, improve the thesis statement listed above.

Activity #2: Another challenging task is to consider all the possible theses and to construct alternative
statements.  In the space below, use the PCR and construct a new thesis statement.
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Revising Existing and Constructing Alternative Theses

Grade 11 RST:

PCR:
Perhaps one of the most significant events to impact the study of the moon’s origins occurred when astronauts
were actually able to visit the moon, beginning with the Apollo missions.  Write an essay that uses references to
all three articles to explain the significance of the lunar missions to the study of the moon’s origins.  Your essay
should

● describe knowledge researchers had about the moon before humans were able to visit it;
● discuss the kinds of evidence scientists can now draw upon thanks to the lunar missions;
● explain how the analysis of data and samples from the lunar missions has changed over time; and
● suggest what role evidence from the lunar missions will likely play in future studies of the moon’s

origins.

Thesis Statement:
When astronauts were able to visit the moon, beginning with the Apollo missions, they were able to develop a
greater understanding of the origins of the moon.  Information provided in “What is the Origin of the Moon?”,
“Origins”, and “Moon Formation May Have Been the Result of Larger, Faster Planet Collision” tells about what
researchers and scientists knew before and after the lunar missions and how analysis of data and samples has
changed over time.

Activity #1: A higher order experience is to require students to improve upon an already written thesis
statement.  In the space below, improve the thesis statement listed above.

Activity #2: Another challenging task is to consider all the possible theses and to construct alternative
statements.  In the space below, use the PCR and construct a new thesis statement.
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