
Literary Analysis Task Gr 3-5
Student Handout

Today you will read excerpts from a short story called “Zlateh the Goat” and a passage
from The Black Stallion. After you have read the selections and answered some
questions, you will write an essay analyzing the two texts.

Text #1 Read this passage in which a boy named Aaron must take the family’s goat to the
butcher in town for money to help the family.

From “Zlateh the Goat”
By Isaac Bashevis Singer

1 For Reuven the furrier it was a bad year, and after long hesitation he decided to
sell Zlateh the goat. She was old and gave little milk. Feyvel the town butcher had
offered eight gulden for her. Such a sum would buy Hanukkah candles, potatoes and oil
for pancakes, gifts for the children, and other holiday necessaries for the house. Reuven
told his oldest boy, Aaron, to take the goat to town.

2 Aaron understood what taking the goat to Feyvel meant, but he had to obey his
father. Leah, his mother, wiped the tears from her eyes when she heard the news.
Aaron’s younger sisters, Anna and Miriam, cried loudly. Aaron was supposed to deliver
the goat by evening, spend the night at the butcher’s, and return the next day with the
money.

3 While the family said goodbye to the goat, and Aaron placed the rope around her
neck, Zlateh stood as patiently and goodnaturedly as ever. Zlateh trusted human beings.
She knew that they always fed her and never did her any harm.

4 When Aaron brought her out on the road to town, she seemed somewhat
astonished.  She’d never been led in that direction before. She looked back at him
questioningly, as if to say, “Where are you taking me?” But after a while she seemed to
come to the conclusion that a goat shouldn’t ask questions.

5 The sun was shining when Aaron left the village. Suddenly the weather changed.
It was early in the day, but it became dark as dusk. After a while the hail turned to snow.
In his twelve years Aaron had seen all kinds of weather, but he had never experienced a
snow like this one. It was so dense it shut out the light of the day. In a short time their
path was completely covered.
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6 At first Zlateh didn’t seem to mind the change in weather.  But when her legs sank
deeper and deeper into the snow, she began to turn her head and look at Aaron in
wonderment. Her mild eyes seemed to ask, “Why are we out in such a storm?”

7 The snow grew thicker, falling to the ground in large, whirling flakes. Zlateh

stopped. She could walk no longer. Icicles hung from her white beard, and her horns

were glazed with frost.

8 Aaron did not want to admit the danger, but he knew just the same that if they
did not find shelter, they would freeze to death. This was no ordinary storm. It was a
mighty blizzard. Zlateh’s bleating began to sound like crying. Those humans in whom she
had so much confidence had dragged her into a trap. Aaron began to pray to God for
himself and for the innocent animal.

9 Suddenly he made out the shape of a hill. He moved toward it, dragging Zlateh
after him. When he came near it, he realized that it was a large haystack which the snow
had blanketed.

10 Aaron realized immediately that they were saved. When he reached the hay, he
hollowed out a nest for himself and the goat. No matter how cold it may be outside, in
the hay it is always warm. And hay was food for Zlateh. The moment she smelled it, she
became contented and began to eat.

11 Outside, the snow continued to fall. It quickly covered the passageway Aaron had
dug. But a boy and an animal need to breathe, and there was hardly any air in their
hide-out. Aaron bored a kind of a window through the hay and snow and carefully kept
the passage clear.

12 Zlateh, having eaten her fill, sat down on her hind legs and seemed to have
regained her confidence in man. Aaron ate his two slices of bread and cheese, but after
the difficult journey he was still hungry. He looked at Zlateh and noticed her udders were
full. He lay down next to her, placing himself so that when he milked her, he could squirt
the milk into his mouth. It was rich and sweet. Zlateh was not accustomed to being
milked that way, but she did not resist. On the contrary, she seemed eager to reward
Aaron for bringing her to a shelter whose very walls, floor, and ceiling were made of
food.
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Question 1 Part A

Once inside the haystack, “Aaron bored a kind of a window through the hay and
snow and carefully kept the passage clear.” What does bored a kind of window
mean?

A. stared into space thinking of nothing
B. tried to look through the hay
C. made a circular opening with his hand
D. cleared a path to get out

Part B

Which sentence from the story helped you understand the meaning of bored a
kind of window?

A. When he reached the hay, he hollowed out a nest for himself and the goat.
B. No matter how cold it may be outside, in the hay it is always warm.
C. (The snow) quickly covered the passageway Aaron had dug.
D. But a boy and an animal need to breathe, and there was hardly any air in

their hide-out.

Question 2

Aaron is taking the Zlateh the goat to sell to Feyvel the town butcher. Choose the
sentences below that tell you that Zlateh was more like a pet than most farm animals?

A. For Rueven the furrier it was a bad year and after long hesitation he decided to
sell Zlateh the goat.
B. She was old and gave little milk.
C. Feyvel the town butcher had offered eight gulden (coins) for her.
D. Aaron understood what taking the goat to Feyvel meant, but he had to obey his

father.
E. Leah, his mother wiped the tears from her eyes when she heard the news.
F. Zlateh’s bleating began to sound like crying.
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Question 3 Part A

What does paragraph 8 mainly suggest about each character? Cut and paste (or write)
the main idea into the box.

Part B

Highlight (or underline) one or two sentences from paragraph 8 below that are the best

evidence for your answer in Part A.

Aaron did not want to admit the danger, but he knew just the same that if they

did not find shelter, they would freeze to death.  This was no ordinary storm. It

was a mighty blizzard.  Zlateh’s bleating began to sound like crying. Those humans

in whom Zlateh had so much confidence had dragged her into a trap. Aaron began

to pray to God for himself and for the innocent animal.
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Literary Analysis Task Gr 3-5

Text #2 Read this passage from the book, The Black Stallion. Alec and the black stallion

have reached a deserted island after surviving a stormy shipwreck. Boy and horse are

struggling to survive.

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley
From “Chapter 4: The Wildest of All Wild Creatures”

1          Alec climbed down into a small hollow and paused to look out over the rocks
below. Suddenly he heard the stallion’s scream, more piercing, more blood-curdling than
he had ever heard it before. He looked up.

2 The Black was on his hind legs, his teeth bared. Then with a mighty leap, he shot
away from the boulder toward Alec. Swiftly he came—faster with every magnificent
stride. He was almost on top of him when he thundered to a halt and reared again. Alec
jumped to the side, tripped on a stone and fell to the ground. High above him the Black’s
legs pawed the air, and then descended three yards in front of him! Again he went up
and down—again and again he pounded. The ground on which Alec lay shook from the
force of his hooves.

3 Gradually the pounding lessened and then stopped. The Black raised his head
high and his whistle shrilled through the air. He shook his head and slowly moved away,
his nostrils trembling.

4 Alec regained his feet and cautiously made his way toward the torn earth, his
brain flooded with confusion. There in front of him he saw the strewn parts of a long,
yellowish-black body, and the diamond-shaped head of a snake, crushed and lifeless.

5 Sweat broke out on his forehead as he realized what a snake bite would have
meant—suffering and perhaps death! Dazed, he looked at the stallion just a few feet
away. Had the Black killed the snake to save him? Was the stallion beginning to
understand that they needed each other to survive?

6 Slowly the boy walked toward the Black. The stallion’s mane swept in the wind,
his muscles twitched, his eyes moved restlessly, but he stood his ground as the boy
approached. Alec wanted the horse to understand that he would not hurt him.
Cautiously he reached a hand toward the stallion’s head. The Black drew it back as far as
he could without moving. Alec stepped closer and to the side of him. Gently he touched
him for an instant. The Black reared and shook a little.

7 Alec gazed at him, standing there so still—his head raised high in the air. “We’ll
get out of this somehow, Black—working together,” he said determinedly.
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Question 1 Part A

“High above him the Black’s legs pawed the air, and then descended three yards in
front of him!” What does the word descended mean?

A. pulled back
B. landed
C. rose higher
D. kicked

Part B

Which of the sentences below contains a word or words that mean the same as the
answer to Part A?

A. “With a mighty leap, he shot away from the boulder toward Alec.
B. “He was almost on top of him when he thundered to a stop and reared again.”
C. “Again he went up and down—again and again he pounded.”
D. “He raised his head high and his whistle shrilled through the air.”
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Question 2

Cut and paste (or write) the description of the characters’ relationships that fits into the
box below each story or into the column in the center if it is true for both. You might not
use every choice.

“Zlateh the Goat” Both The Black Stallion
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The animal relies on the
human for its safety and
welfare.

The animal is learning to trust

the human.

The human’s careless actions

have put the animal in danger.

The animal and human only
have one another to rely on.

They have an affectionate
relationship.

The human is afraid of the

animal.

The animal is untamed. The animal has created a

dangerous situation for the

human.

The animal’s thoughts are

revealed.
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PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE:

You have read excerpts from “Zlateh the Goat” and The Black Stallion that focus on the
relationships between people and animals.

Explain how the events and the point of view of the narrators reveal the relationship
between the animal and the human in each story.

Use this page to organize your information.
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