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Rationale 

 Illustrations play the important role of adding additional information and context to a text. 

Students, especially in the younger grades, should receive extensive practice describing and the 

illustrations in storybooks, in order to become more critical thinkers and understand how images 

add to our comprehension of a story 

 

Goals 

 To describe illustrations in multiple texts to better comprehend the content of stories 

 

Standards 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key 

details. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 

illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2: Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of 

their central message or lesson. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, 

or events. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, 

and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.2: Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, 

and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7: Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or 

digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

Objectives 

 Students will read three illustrated rhymes and describe the illustrations and explain what they add 

to the rhymes. 

 

Materials 

 Illustrated Nursery Rhymes Handout (one per student or projected so that all students can read 

them) 

Procedures  

 Explain to students that today they are going to read three illustrated nursery rhymes. Explain that 

we are going to read these stories and think about what the illustrations add to the rhymes. The 

rhymes are from Fun & Nonsense by Willard Bonte. Each rhyme includes two images. 
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 Distribute the Illustrated Nursery Rhymes Handout. 

 Read the first rhyme aloud and give students time to look at the accompanying image. 

 First, check students’ understandings of the meaning of the rhyme. There may be some words they 

do not understand. 

 Next, ask students to describe the illustrations. “Who is in this image?” “What are they doing?” 

 Repeat the previous three bullet points for the second and third rhyme. 

 Closing: Ask students which rhyme and illustration they liked best. “Why do you like it best?” 

“What made it better than the other two?” 

Assessment 

 Students should be able to describe the illustrations and explain how they contribute to the rhymes 

(showing the characters’ appearances and actions, emphasizing the humor in the rhymes, adding 

interest, etc.) 
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