
Sentence Sense

 

Grades 6-8

 

 

 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/ listener interest, and style.* 

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.* 

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating 

wordiness and redundancy.* 

L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to 

achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or 

describing a state contrary to fact). 

 

Materials: 

 Copies of speeches (one per student) 

 Colored pencils 

 

Procedures: 

 NOTE: Ideally, this lesson would fall within a unit that focuses on argument. These 

speech excerpts or full speeches would have been read and explored with students. This 

is a focus on how language is used.   

 Talk a little about President Nixon. You might want to draw on what students already 

know about him, and add some basic details about these speeches. The “Checkers” 

speech was delivered when he was being investigated for misusing money, and it helped 

people trust him. In the second speech, Nixon is resigning from the presidency because 

he was caught in a scandal.  

 Read both excerpts with students and discuss the main ideas and some of the details. The 

goal is to focus on the language and how it relates to meaning.  

Grade 6:  

 Review the different types of sentences (simple, compound, complex, and compound-

complex). Go over a few examples and describe how you know what type they are.  
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 Ask students why people might choose to use one kind of sentence or another. (Simple 

sentences make things easier to read, for example.) Talk about why you might choose to 

use one type of sentence or another.  

 Have students underline the sentences in 1-2 paragraphs in each speech according to the 

following:  

a. Green colored pencil: simple 

b. Blue colored pencil: compound 

c. Orange colored pencil: complex 

d. Red colored pencil: compound/complex 

 Compare the two speeches. What do they notice about the sentence structure? How does 

it relate to the speaker’s message?   

 NOTE: If sentence structure has not been taught explicitly, you could have them simply 

underline long and short sentences – the result is the same. They could analyze sentence 

type in a future lesson.  

Grade 7:  

 Discuss “wordiness.” Ask students why they might use more words to explain something 

than fewer words. “Is fewer words always better? Is there a time when you want to be a 

little long-winded?” Students do not need to fully answer this question yet, but just 

consider it in light of the speeches.  

 Have students underline “wordy” sentences in the two speeches. Compare the two 

speeches. What do they notice about the “wordiness” in each speech? How does it relate 

to the speaker’s messages?   

 Then have them try to shorten 2-3 of the most “wordy” sentences and reread the 

paragraph aloud. Does the tone change?  

 

Grade 8:  

 Discuss the active and passive voice. When would they use the passive voice instead of 

the active voice? Based on that, in which speech would they predict more use of the 

passive voice? 

 Have students instances of the passive voice in both speeches. Compare the two 

speeches. What do they notice about the use of the passive voice in each speech? How 

does it relate to the speaker’s messages?   

 Have them change some of the passive voice sentences to active voice. What is the 

problem with that?  

 When students finish, have them share out their responses. Talk about how the structure 

of language can convey some of the messages, and how they can use this information in 

their own writing or further reading.  

  



Sentence Sense (Grades 6-8)  Page 3 
© 2021 Inspired Instruction. All rights reserved. 

From “Checkers Speech” (or “Fund Speech”) by 

Richard Nixon  

…I'll have to start early. I was born in 1913. Our family was one of modest circumstances, and 

most of my early life was spent in a store out in East Whittier. It was 

a grocery store, one of those family enterprises. The only reason we 

were able to make it go was because my mother and dad had five 

boys, and we all worked in the store. I worked my way through 

college, and, to a great extent, through law school. And then in 

1940, probably the best thing that ever happened to me happened. I 

married Pat who's sitting over here. We had a rather difficult time 

after we were married, like so many of the young couples who may 

be listening to us. I practiced law. She continued to teach school. 

Then, in 1942, I went into the service. Let me say that my service record was not a particularly 

unusual one. I went to the South Pacific. I guess I'm entitled to a couple of battle stars. I got a 

couple of letters of commendation. But I was just there when the bombs were falling. And then I 

returned -- returned to the United States, and in 1946, I ran for the Congress. When we came out 

of the war -- Pat and I -- Pat during the war had worked as a stenographer, and in a bank, and as 

an economist for a Government agency -- and when we came out, the total of our savings, from 

both my law practice, her teaching and all the time that I was in the war, the total for that entire 

period was just a little less than 10,000 dollars. Every cent of that, incidentally, was in 

Government bonds. Well that's where we start, when I go into politics. 

Now, what have I earned since I went into politics? Well, here it is. I've jotted it down. Let me 

read the notes. First of all, I've had my salary as a Congressman and as a Senator. Second, I have 

received a total in this past six years of 1600 dollars from estates which were in my law firm at 

the time that I severed my connection with it. And, incidentally, as I said before, I have not 

engaged in any legal practice and have not accepted any fees from business that came into the 

firm after I went into politics. I have made an average of approximately 1500 dollars a year from 

nonpolitical speaking engagements and lectures. 

And then, fortunately, we've inherited a little money. Pat sold her interest in her father's estate for 

3,000 dollars, and I inherited 1500 dollars from my grandfather. We lived rather modestly. For 

four years we lived in an apartment in Parkfairfax, in Alexandria, Virginia. The rent was 80 

dollars a month. And we saved for the time that we could buy a house. Now, that was what we 

took in. What did we do with this money? What do we have today to show for it? This will 

surprise you because it is so little, I suppose, as standards generally go of people in public life. 

First of all, we've got a house in Washington, which cost 41,000 dollars and on which we owe 

20,000 dollars. We have a house in Whittier, California which cost 13,000 dollars and on which 

we owe 3000 dollars. My folks are living there at the present time. I have just 4000 dollars in life 

insurance, plus my GI policy which I've never been able to convert, and which will run out in 

two years. I have no life insurance whatever on Pat. I have no life insurance on our two 

youngsters, Tricia and Julie. I own a 1950 Oldsmobile car. We have our furniture. We have no 
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stocks and bonds of any type. We have no interest of any kind, direct or indirect, in any business. 

Now, that's what we have. What do we owe? 

Well in addition to the mortgage, the 20,000 dollar mortgage on the house in Washington, the 

10,000 dollar one on the house in Whittier, I owe 4500 dollars to the Riggs Bank in Washington, 

D.C., with interest 4 and 1/2 percent. I owe 3500 dollars to my parents, and the interest on that 

loan, which I pay regularly, because it's the part of the savings they made through the years they 

were working so hard -- I pay regularly 4 percent interest. And then I have a 500 dollar loan, 

which I have on my life insurance. 

Well, that's about it. That's what we have. And that's what we owe. It isn't very much. But Pat 

and I have the satisfaction that every dime that we've got is honestly ours. I should say this, that 

Pat doesn't have a mink coat. But she does have a respectable Republican cloth coat, and I 

always tell her she'd look good in anything. 

One other thing I probably should tell you, because if I don't they'll probably be saying this about 

me, too. We did get something, a gift, after the election. A man down in Texas heard Pat on the 

radio mention the fact that our two youngsters would like to have a dog. And believe it or not, 

the day before we left on this campaign trip we got a message from Union Station in Baltimore, 

saying they had a package for us. We went down to get it. You know what it was? It was a little 

cocker spaniel dog in a crate that he'd sent all the way from Texas, black and white, spotted. And 

our little girl Tricia, the six year old, named it "Checkers." And you know, the kids, like all kids, 

love the dog, and I just want to say this, right now, that regardless of what they say about it, 

we're gonna keep it. 

It isn't easy to come before a nationwide audience and bare your life, as I've done. But I want to 

say some things before I conclude that I think most of you will agree on. Mr. Mitchell, the 

Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, made this statement -- that if a man couldn't 

afford to be in the United States Senate, he shouldn't run for the Senate. And I just want to make 

my position clear. I don't agree with Mr. Mitchell when he says that only a rich man should serve 

his Government in the United States Senate or in the Congress. I don't believe that represents the 

thinking of the Democratic Party, and I know that it doesn't represent the thinking of the 

Republican Party… 
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From the Resignation Speech of Richard M. Nixon 

…As I recall the high hopes for America with which 

we began this second term, I feel a great sadness that I 

will not be here in this office working on your behalf 

to achieve those hopes in the next two and a half 

years. But in turning over direction of the Government 

to Vice President Ford I know, as I told the nation 

when I nominated him for that office ten months ago, 

that the leadership of America would be in good 

hands. 

In passing this office to the Vice President, I also do 

so with the profound sense of the weight of responsibility that will fall on his shoulders 

tomorrow, and therefore of the understanding, the patience, the cooperation he will need from all 

Americans. As he assumes that responsibility he will deserve the help and the support of all of 

us. As we look to the future, the first essential is to begin healing the wounds of this nation, to 

put the bitterness and divisions of the recent past behind us and to rediscover those shared ideals 

that lie at the heart of our strength and unity as a great and as a free people. 

By taking this action, I hope that I will have hastened the start of that process of healing which is 

so desperately needed in America. I regret deeply any injuries that may have been done in the 

course of the events that led to this decision. I would say only that if some of my judgments were 

wrong -- and some were wrong -- they were made in what I believed at the time to be the best 

interests of the nation. 

To those who have stood with me during these past difficult months, to my family, my friends, 

the many others who joined in supporting my cause because they believed it was right, I will be 

eternally grateful for your support. And to those who have not felt able to give me your support, 

let me say I leave with no bitterness toward those who have opposed me, because all of us in the 

final analysis have been concerned with the good of the country, however our judgments might 

differ. 

So let us all now join together in affirming that common commitment and in helping our new 

President succeed for the benefit of all Americans. I shall leave this office with regret at not 

completing my term but with gratitude for the privilege of serving as your President for the past 

five and a half years. These years have been a momentous time in the history of our nation and 

the world. They have been a time of achievement in which we can all be proud, achievements 

that represent the shared efforts of the administration, the Congress and the people. But the 

challenges ahead are equally great. And they, too, will require the support and the efforts of the 

Congress and the people, working in cooperation with the new Administration. 

We have ended America's longest war. But in the work of securing a lasting peace in the world, 

the goals ahead are even more far-reaching and more difficult. We must complete a structure of 

peace, so that it will be said of this generation -- our generation of Americans -- by the people of 

all nations, not only that we ended one war but that we prevented future wars. 
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We have unlocked the doors that for a quarter of a century stood between the United States and 

the People's Republic of China. We must now insure that the one-quarter of the world's people 

who live in the People's Republic of China will be and remain, not our enemies, but our friends. 

In the Middle East, 100 million people in the Arab countries, many of whom have considered us 

their enemy for nearly 20 years, now look on us as their friends. We must continue to build on 

that friendship so that peace can settle at last over the Middle East and so that the cradle of 

civilization will not become its grave. Together with the Soviet Union we have made the crucial 

breakthroughs that have begun the process of limiting nuclear arms. But, we must set as our goal, 

not just limiting, but reducing and finally destroying these terrible weapons, so that they cannot 

destroy civilization. And so that the threat of nuclear war will no longer hang over the world and 

the people. We have opened a new relation with the Soviet Union. We must continue to develop 

and expand  that new relationship, so that the two strongest nations of the world will live 

together in cooperation rather than confrontation. 

Around the world -- in Asia, in Africa, in Latin America, in the Middle East -- there are millions 

of people who live in terrible poverty, even starvation. We must keep as our goal turning away 

from production for war and expanding production for peace so that people everywhere on this 

earth can at last look forward, in their children's time, if not in our own time, to having the 

necessities for a decent life. Here, in America, we are fortunate that most of our people have not 

only the blessings of liberty but also the means to live full and good, and by the world's standards 

even abundant lives. 

We must press on, however, toward a goal not only of more and better jobs but of full 

opportunity for every American, and of what we are striving so hard right now to achieve -- 

prosperity without inflation… 

 

  




