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To replace all greenhouse gas 
emitting energy requires more than 

3x total current generation
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WHY ‘THE NEXT GENERATION?’



THE PROJECTS
G e o t h e r m a l :  T h e  N e x t  G e n e r a t i o n
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MĀORI FOCUSED APPROACH
E n g a g e m e n t
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Mātauranga 

KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS



TREATY OF WAITANGI WORKSHOP

Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

• Impact on Māori and how this impacts decision making today – 
including changing power i.e. mana whenua settlement process

• Participants have large gaps in their knowledge base around 
crucial events in NZ history that have had a lasting impact upon 
Māori economically, politically and socially 

• The Crown had failed to meet Māori educational 
aspirations/needs

• What is my culture, ethnicity, race and nationality? Who am I and 
how do I know what I know? What are my biases and why do I 
hold them? 

• Everybody has a culture and that most of us are not consciously 
aware of the ‘deeper’ aspects of our own culture 

• Define the concepts of decolonization & Institutional racism
• Significant traditional Māori cultural concepts & application into 

practice when engaging with Māori communities/stakeholders 
• As scientists we are required to fulfil a series of ethical, legal and 

moral obligations to honour the provisions of Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
and that this does require them to deal with contentious or 
‘slippery stuff’ in a proactive manner

•  Though we are scientists, who value objectivity and technical 
excellence; we are still subjective beings, on a learning journey 
that will involve a lot of cross-cultural interactions. 





THE WAIWHATU PROJECT
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FUTURE WORKSTREAMS

 Marae Workshop for our science team
 Geothermal Hikoi 
 Māori geothermal model
 Māori research leads/students/interns – science comms
 World Geothermal Congress 2023 Beijing paper



‘We’re not starting from the same place’
Yvonne Denise Aki-Sawyer, Mayor of Freetown, Sierra Leone
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