
 

THE INHERITANCE GAMES by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
Discussion Questions 

 

1. Many of the people Avery encounters at Hawthorne House and Heights Country Day are not 
who they first appear to be. Who surprised you the most? 
 

2. Which of the four Hawthorne brothers is your favorite? Who do you think Avery has the best 
rapport with? 
 

3. How does Heights Country Day compare to Avery’s previous school? What about your own 
school? 
 

4. Throughout the book, Avery hears about and participates in several of Tobias Hawthorne’s 
renowned games. Were you able to solve any of the puzzles before Avery? What do the 
games reveal about Avery and the Hawthorne brothers? 
 

5. Being named the Hawthorne heiress introduces Avery to a world of incredible wealth and 
privilege. Which characters do you think are most aware of their level of privilege? How do 
different characters use their privilege?  What other kinds of privilege, other than wealth, 
play a role in the different characters’ lives? 
 

6. The book says that Tobias Hawthorne added on to Hawthorne House every year. Which 
room was your favorite? Why? If you were adding on a room, what kind of room would you 
add? 
 

7. How do each of the brothers interact with Avery? How does her relationship with each 
brother change over time? 
 

8. Avery and Libby have a close sisterly relationship, but this relationship is also complicated. 
How do the sisters support each other? What factors make this more difficult for them? 
 

9. Which twist most shocked you? Why do you think it took you by surprise? 
 

10. What clues to the mystery are woven into the book’s front cover? 
 

11. Much of what we learn about Avery’s current circumstances is influenced by information 
slowly revealed about both her past and that of the Hawthorne family. How does the past 
influence the present? Do our past mistakes define us? 

 



 
 

 
 

12. Theory time! What do you think will happen in the sequel? 
 


