
1. “There’s something haunting about a body touched by magic” (p. 1). How does the author’s opening 

sentence set the tone of the novel? While magic often plays a role in fantasy novels, what elements of 

Lou’s and Coco’s magic are unique to the world of Belterra? What role does magic play in the 

worldbuilding of Serpent & Dove? 

2. While Reid is a devoted member of the church’s patriarchy, Lou grew up in the matriarchal coven. 

What does the tension between church and coven reveal about gender roles and power in Belterra, or in 

our own world? Why do you think the author chose to highlight the dichotomy between male- and 

female-dominated societies? What similarities and differences do you see between them? 

3. “Forgive us our sins . . . ” (p. 193). How does the Catholic language of sin and forgiveness influence the 

tone of the novel? Why does each character seek forgiveness, either from God or from others? What 

does forgiveness look like to them? Are there any characters who don’t deserve forgiveness?  

4.“You knew I was a snake when you picked me up” (p. 186). Why does Lou describe herself as a snake? 

Do you think other characters in the novel would agree or disagree with this characterization? If Lou 

represents a serpent, who or what represents the dove? What does the symbolism of the book’s title 

mean to you?  

5. “It doesn’t end in death. It ends in hope” (p. 210). How does the story of La Vie Éphémère resonate 

with the tale of Angelica and Constantin, or the story of Lou and Reid? What role does hope play in the 

stories of each pair of lovers? How does hope influence the actions of the coven and the church? How 

does it influence the decisions each character makes? Do you feel the novel itself ends in hope?  

6. “Is marriage ever easy?” (p. 102). How would you describe the marriage between Lou and Reid? How 

do they each try to honor the vows made at their wedding, and do you think they succeed? What does 

their changing relationship reveal about each one’s character, and how they view the nature of 

marriage? At what point does their marriage of convenience become a marriage of love? 

7. Why do you think the author chose to tell the story through the dual perspectives of Lou and Reid? 

How does that choice affect your reading of the novel and your understanding of each character’s 

motivations? What do you learn about Lou and Reid from their own narration, versus seeing them from 

the other’s perspective? What do their different perspectives reveal about the world of Belterra? 


