
1. How does the author use physical details and dialogue to quickly establish who the character of Frank 

is? What were the passages that really made Frank come alive for you? 

2. Can you think of a few authors who might have inspired the character of M.M. Banning? Did any of 

these authors write a book that was meaningful to you? 

3. In what ways does the author contrast the Old Hollywood that Frank loves with the new Los Angeles 

which he inhabits? 

4. Why do you think Alice lies and says she has not read Mimi’s book? What advantage does this give 

her? 

5. Frank is never given an explicit diagnosis of autism, though he does have remarkable gifts and an 

unorthodox way of interacting socially that suggests he falls somewhere on the spectrum. Do you think 

the author made a conscious choice to avoid giving Frank a diagnosis of any kind? If so, why? 

6. A security guard mistaking Alice for Frank’s mother says, “You need to fill the house up with more like 

him. You need to fill up the world.” Over the past decade the number of children with autism has risen 

significantly. There are theories that autism is a rapid form of evolution. Do you think this is possible? 

What are some of Frank’s traits that would support success in today’s society or in a future society? 

7. In Chapter 14, when Alice says, “If you’d like to keep believing in the perfection of Xander 

Devlin…you’ll need to ignore certain events that occurred during this time,” what do you think the 

author is trying to show us about Xander, and about his relationships with both Alice and Mimi? 

8. Do you think Mimi was right to buy t-shirts and jeans for Frank? Why or why not? 

9. What do you think Xander means when he tells Alice that she’s “not curious,” but selfish? Do you 

agree? 

10. Why do you think Mimi is so dismissive of Alice when Alice is only trying to help her? 

11. Why do you think Mimi needed to leave and go to the motel? What exactly did she need a break 

from? 

12. Alice, Mimi, Frank, Xander and Mr. Vargas have all learned things from each other by the end of the 

novel. What are some of the things they’ve helped each other realize? 


