
RESOURCE
MATERIALS
for Emerging Artistic Professionals



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES 

Music Incubators 
Music incubators are programs that connect cohorts of emerging music
professionals with resources and opportunities for professional and/or
creative development.  

Small World Music Incubator - Small World Music 
TD Incubator for Creative Entrepreneurship – SOCAN Foundation 
Developing Artist Program – Folk Music Ontario 
Indigenous Song Camp – SOCAN Foundation 

Music Mentorship Opportunities 
Similar to incubators, music mentorships foster development, but
specifically by connecting emerging musicians with established
professionals for one-on-one support.

Mentoring – CSARN 
Equity X Production Mentorship Program – SOCAN Foundation 
NYOC Emerging Composers Mentorship Program – SOCAN Foundation 

Artist Residencies and More 
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity - Programs 

Offers a variety of residencies and programs for emerging visual
artists, musicians, authors, and more 

City of Toronto Public Art Competitions 

Marketing / Promotion Resources 
Toronto Public Library’s Digital Innovation Hubs 

Design and produce your own promotional materials. Open to all
Toronto Public Library cardholders (all who live and/or study in
Toronto are eligible for TPL card) 

Humber Libraries Idea Lab 
Open to Humber students and faculty. Facilities include video
studios, audio studios, 3D printers, sewing machines, laser and
vinyl cutters. Lakeshore and North campus.  

https://smallworldmusic.com/incubator/
https://www.creativeincubator.ca/
https://folkmusicontario.org/developing-artists
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/programs/
https://www.csarn.ca/mentoring/
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/programs/
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/programs/
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/programs/
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/programs/
https://www.banffcentre.ca/programs
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/history-art-culture/public-art/public-art-monuments-collection/public-art-competitions/
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/using-the-library/computer-services/innovation-spaces/
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/using-the-library/computer-services/innovation-spaces/
https://www.banffcentre.ca/programs
https://www.banffcentre.ca/programs
https://library.humber.ca/idealab
https://library.humber.ca/idealab
https://www.banffcentre.ca/programs
https://www.banffcentre.ca/programs


GRANTS AND AWARDS 
Grants and awards vary in eligibility and application process. Check out some

of the links below to explore different funding opportunities.  

ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE GRANTS

Canada’s public arts
funder, with a mandate
to “foster and promote
the study of, and the
production of works in,
the arts”. The CCA funds
individuals and
organizations exploring,
creating, and
disseminating
innovative, vibrant, and
diverse works

Explore and Create 
Creating, Knowing
and Sharing: The
Arts and Cultures of
First Nations, Inuit,
and Métis Peoples 
Supporting Artistic
Practice 
Arts Abroad 

CANADA
COUNCIL FOR

THE ARTS

ONTARIO ARTS
COUNCIL

Ontario’s public arts
funder. Established to
foster the creation and
production of art for the
benefit of all Ontarians.
Many Canadian
provinces have arts
funding initiatives. If you
are based in another
province, you also
should explore that
province’s funding
opportunities.

Creating and
Presenting Grant 
Building Audiences
and Markets Grant 
Engaging
Communities and
Schools Grant 

A grant is a gift of funds based on a selection process. Arts grants exist to
support the creation of work or the pursuit of development. They can be
repayable or non-repayable, are typically time-limited, and may only be used
for specific expenses. Below are just a few of Canada's arts and culture
funding organizations and examples of their grant programs.  

GRANTS

https://www.arts.on.ca/grants

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants
https://www.arts.on.ca/grants


FACTOR
(FOUNDATION
FOR ASSISTING

CANADIAN
TALENT ON
RECORD)

*MUSIC SPECIFIC 

A public/private
partnership that aids the
growth, development
and strengthening of the
Canadian music industry.
Their Artist Development
Program is a great
entry-level grant for
early-career musicians. 

Artist Development
Program 
Juried Sound
Recording Program 
Live Performance
Program 
Video Program 

SOCAN
FOUNDATION
(SOCIETY OF
COMPOSERS,

AUTHORS, AND
MUSIC PUBLISHERS

OF CANADA)

The charitable arm of
SOCAN with a focus on
growth and development
for emerging musical
artists. SOCAN
Foundation also offers
many awards that you
can explore in the next
section.  

Professional
Development
Assistance Program 
Travel Assistance
Program 
SOCAN Foundation
Career Development
Grant 

ARTREACH Community-based arts
organization providing
grants, to artists and
cultural leaders aged 16-
29 from equity
deserving populations in
Toronto. 

Artist Creation
Project Grant 
Community Arts
Programming Grant 

GRANT
CONNECT 

A database of over 400
sources of funding. A
Toronto Public Library
card is required for
access. 

TORONTO ARTS
COUNCIL 

The City of Toronto’ s
public arts funder. Focus
on investing in artistic
talent, engaging the
public, and supporting
cultural diversity. Many
other municipalities have
arts funding initiatives,
be sure to explore the
resources available in
your hometown.    

Newcomers and
Refugees 
Artists in the Library  
Animating Toronto
Parks 
Animating Historic
Sites 

https://www.socanfoundation.ca/grants/

https://www.artreach.org/grants

https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?
Entt=RDMEDB0020&R=EDB0020

https://www.factor.ca/our-
programs/application-deadlines/

https://torontoartscouncil.org/grant-
programs/discover-tac-grants/tac-grants

https://www.factor.ca/our-programs/application-deadlines/
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/grants/
https://www.artreach.org/grants
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB0020&R=EDB0020
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB0020&R=EDB0020
https://torontoartscouncil.org/grant-programs/discover-tac-grants/tac-grants
https://torontoartscouncil.org/grant-programs/discover-tac-grants/tac-grants


AWARDS
An award is a charitable fund based on a selection process. Arts awards
exist to reward outstanding achievement among specific groups of artistic
professionals. They are non-repayable and there are no limitations as to
how they are spent. Below you will find links to some of the awards offered
by Canadian arts and culture organizations.  

Canada Arts Council: https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/prizes 
Ontario Arts Council: https://www.arts.on.ca/awards/ontario-arts-
council-awards 
Toronto Arts Foundation:
https://torontoartsfoundation.org/initiatives/awards 
SOCAN Foundation: https://www.socanfoundation.ca/awards/ 

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/prizes
https://www.arts.on.ca/awards/ontario-arts-council-awards
https://torontoartsfoundation.org/initiatives/awards
https://www.socanfoundation.ca/awards/


EDUCATIONAL TOOLKITS AND
RESOURCES 

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

TORONTO ARTS
FOUNDATION’S

NEIGHBORHOOD ARTS
NETWORK – HOW TO  

Guides on funding opportunities and
toolkits for effective grant writing  

ARTSUNITE

https://neighbourhoodartsnetwork.org/learning-room/how-to

Webinars and events to support arts
sector training 

https://www.artsunite.ca/knowledge/

RBC EMERGING ARTIST
ACADEMY  

A 5-part virtual series that integrates
resources, leaders and opportunities to
support talent development, showcase
emerging artist, and enable continued
relationships and collaboration. 

https://www.rbc.com/en/future-launch/resource-type/advice-
tips/rbc-emerging-artists-academy/

HUMBER COLLEGE
CENTER FOR

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

MASS CULTURE - TRAIN 

Membership will allow access to
workshops on entrepreneurship and
mentorship opportunities  

Training Respectful Adaptive Inclusive
Networks in the Arts webinar series. 

ARTREACH - FREE
TOOLKITS 

UNIVERSITY OF
TORONTO 

Resources for research related to
entrepreneurship, startups and
commercialization 

Community-based arts organization
providing grants, workshops, mentorship,
and resources to artists and cultural
leaders aged 13-29 from equity-
deserving populations in Toronto.  

https://humber.ca/cfe/ 

https://massculture.ca/train_en/ 

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/entrepreneurship/arts/funding#:~:text=Grant%20Writing%201%20Artist%20Producer%20Resource%20-
%20https%3A%2F%2Fartistproducerresource.ca%2Ftiki-

index.php,https%3A%2F%2Fwww.utsc.utoronto.ca%2Facm%2Fsites%2Futsc.utoronto.ca.acm%2Ffiles%2Fdocs%2FReadyGuide_final_web_versi
on.pdf%204%20ArtReach%20Toolkits%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artreach.org%2Ftoolkits%20More%20items

https://www.artreach.org/toolkits 

https://neighbourhoodartsnetwork.org/learning-room/how-to
https://neighbourhoodartsnetwork.org/learning-room/how-to
https://www.artsunite.ca/knowledge/
https://neighbourhoodartsnetwork.org/learning-room/how-to
https://www.artsunite.ca/knowledge/
https://www.rbc.com/en/future-launch/resource-type/advice-tips/rbc-emerging-artists-academy/
https://www.rbc.com/en/future-launch/resource-type/advice-tips/rbc-emerging-artists-academy/
https://www.rbc.com/en/future-launch/resource-type/advice-tips/rbc-emerging-artists-academy/
https://humber.ca/cfe/
https://humber.ca/cfe/
https://massculture.ca/
https://massculture.ca/
https://www.artreach.org/toolkits
https://www.artreach.org/toolkits
https://entrepreneurs.utoronto.ca/for-entrepreneurs/resources/
https://entrepreneurs.utoronto.ca/for-entrepreneurs/resources/


CARFAC - TOOLS FOR
VISUAL ARTISTS 

Resources on artist’s fees, exporting,
taxes, grants, copyright, insurance,
marketing, and more 

FIRST PEOPLE’S
CULTURAL COUNCIL -

ARTIST GRANT WRITING
PROPOSAL HANDBOOK 

Guide on grant writing for artists 

CMRCI (CANADIAN
MUSICIAN ROYALTY

COLLECTION INITIATIVE) 

Resources to empower all Canadian
artists to receive the royalties they are
entitled to. 

https://www.carfac.ca/tools/

https://fpcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/grant-writing-
handbook.pdf 

https://cmrci.ca/ 

JOB BOARDS
search | CharityVillage 
WorkInCulture - The Job Board 

RESOURCES FOR NEWCOMERS: 
Resources-Grants-and-Funding-Opportunities.pdf.aspx
(workinculture.ca) 
WorkInCulture - Working in the Arts for Newcomers 
New-Connections_2019_FINAL.pdf (torontoartsfoundation.org) 

https://charityvillage.com/search/#results/64dba0abe5f5d2cb035b424d?job_type=-Unpaid+Volunteer+Position&page_num=1&kw=

https://www.workinculture.ca/jobboard

https://workinculture.ca/getattachment/Programs/working-in-the-arts-newcomers/Resources-Grants-and-Funding-Opportunities.pdf.aspx?lang=en-CA

https://www.workinculture.ca/working-in-the-arts-newcomers

https://torontoartsfoundation.org/tac/media/taf/Neighbourhood%20Arts%20Network/New-Connections_2019_FINAL.pdf?ext=.pdf

https://www.carfac.ca/tools/
https://www.carfac.ca/tools/
https://fpcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/grant-writing-handbook.pdf
https://fpcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/grant-writing-handbook.pdf
https://cmrci.ca/
https://cmrci.ca/
https://charityvillage.com/search/#results/64dba0abe5f5d2cb035b424d?job_type=-Unpaid+Volunteer+Position&page_num=1&kw=
https://www.workinculture.ca/jobboard
https://workinculture.ca/getattachment/Programs/working-in-the-arts-newcomers/Resources-Grants-and-Funding-Opportunities.pdf.aspx?lang=en-CA
https://workinculture.ca/getattachment/Programs/working-in-the-arts-newcomers/Resources-Grants-and-Funding-Opportunities.pdf.aspx?lang=en-CA
https://www.workinculture.ca/working-in-the-arts-newcomers
https://www.workinculture.ca/working-in-the-arts-newcomers
https://torontoartsfoundation.org/tac/media/taf/Neighbourhood%20Arts%20Network/New-Connections_2019_FINAL.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://torontoartsfoundation.org/tac/media/taf/Neighbourhood%20Arts%20Network/New-Connections_2019_FINAL.pdf?ext=.pdf

