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CHAIR'S REPORT
This year, the Seeds of Justice program continued to flourish. On the 19th May,
students from a number of schools across Australia gathered remotely to explore
the theme “Together in Mercy: Welcoming the Stranger”. Brenda Keenan from
Mercy Education welcomed those gathered, then we welcomed our keynote
speakers who were joining us from Adelaide, Zahra and Rahela Ahsani. Zahra is a
Hazara woman originally from Afghanistan, who graduated from St Aloysius
College in Adelaide in 2014. She is a member of Young Mercy Links. Zahra and
her sister, Rahela, shared powerfully their experiences of seeking freedom and
the challenges they have both courageously overcome. 

Catherine Glenister and Sue Moran facilitated a session on Mercy in Action - how
do we respond to highlight the ways we as people of Mercy can respond to the
needs of others, both individually and as school communities. Following this,
students were invited to join one of three sessions to hear more perspectives and
share their own experiences as change-makers. Robert Ruzbacky, formerly of St
Aloysius North Melbourne, Sr. Sally Bradly RSM and Jo Casamento of Mercy
Works and Sally Morgan from the Hope Co-op all assisted in facilitating these
groups. The rich conversations, opportunities to share remotely with others from
across Australia and the ideas that flourished from the day for implementation in
our schools were wonderful.

On Thursday, the 27th October we hosted a “hybrid” event, where schools that
were able to, attended the Mercy Action and Spirituality Hub in Carlton to
explore the theme of Mercy: More than Charity. Those who were there in person
were grateful for the hospitality offered by the Hub and a chance to converse
with students and teachers from another Mercy School. Again, a number of
schools joined us from various Mercy schools. We heard from Jo Casamento
about the work of Mercy Works, which students and staff found particularly
useful having had their usual Mercy Day activities and fundraisers the month
before. Jo was engaging, professional, and used powerful stories of people being
empowered to assist their own communities through the work of Mercy Works. 

While 2023 will undoubtedly come with its own set of challenges, we look
forward to continuing the work of Seeds of Justice, and welcome any staff
members from our Mercy Schools who are interested in being part of our
planning committee, which meets online twice a term. 

Please email bhogan@olmc.vic.edu.au if you would like to be a part of this group.
Out first meeting for the year will be on Thursday the 2nd March at 4pm. 

Bernadette Hogan
Seeds of Justice Committee Chair 
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form students and staff in the
Mercy charism; 

raise awareness of contemporary
issues in social justice; and 

facilitate new links between
students and staff of Western
Australian Mercy schools. 

The Western Australian chapter of
Mercy Education Limited’s ‘Seeds of
Justice’ program provides students
in both Mercy sponsored schools
and Mercy affiliated schools a variety
of opportunities to: 

2022 presented some challenges for
Seeds of Justice staff and students,
with our original two-day student
conference moving to a one-day
experience as the global COVID-19
pandemic continued. However, the
conference provided an opportunity
to stay connected to each other and
consider the experience of those
beyond our own backyard. This year,
students from Santa Maria College,   
 St Brigid’s College, Aranmore Catholic
College and Ursula Frayne Catholic
College gathered together over the
picturesque waters of the Swan River,
at Goolugatup Heathcote. It was with
great excitement that we welcomed
both staff and students from Ursula
Frayne Catholic College to the
program for 2022. 

The theme of this year’s conference
allowed students to again be
“empowered to respond to both the
cry of the Earth and the cry of the
poor”. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Tuesday 18 October 2022

This inspiring message from Pope
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Sì allowed
both staff and students to further
explore this key area of justice also
identified by the Institute of the Sisters
of Mercy of Australia and Papua New
Guinea (ISMAPNG). As articulated in the
ISMAPNG 2017 Chapter Statement,
“disturbed by the despair and suffering
of many peoples and the degradation
of Earth, we are impelled to reflective
action for gospel justice.” With the aim
of facilitating new links between
students and staff of Western
Australian Mercy schools in mind, the
day began with some initial icebreaker
activities before we plunged into the
depths of understanding the
importance of caring for our common
home in our Catholic tradition.

Theme:    “Empowered to respond to both the cry of the Earth
                               and the cry of the poor”



Christine Aldous, our first presenter, was a passionate teacher who saw particular
relevance to helping students understand that the Church’s mission is in many ways
practical and young people are capable of contributing to it. Chris’ presentation
allowed students to explore and connect with the Indigenous understanding of sense
of place from a First Nations perspective and then provided a clear link to students
and their responsibility towards creation as youth of our Church.

As the day continued, we were offered opportunities to measure our own ecological
footprints with the data also suggesting how many Earths would be needed if we
were to continue to live as we did. Results ranged from 1 to up to 6! Being able to
collate this data gave us a unique chance to research a wide variety of solutions to
reduce a person's ecological footprint. Each student group was able to generate
several impactful and promising solutions. Moving into the afternoon session gave us
the chance to explore the issue of textiles waste and its impact across the globe. The
screening of the short documentary Unravel opened our eyes as we witnessed what
really happens to the thousands of tonnes of unwanted clothing items that are
collected each year. With this jarring message in mind, we were challenged then to
create a Seeds of Justice themed banner to be displayed in our schools using
upcycled textiles. We made use of unwanted denim clothing to cut templates and
printed fabric from old school uniforms to add our school colours. Our bunting will act
as a reminder of not only our conference experience but also the need to be more
mindful of how we dispose of unwanted textiles in the future.

Our final session of the day addressed the question “Where to from here?”. Each school
was challenged to identify issues we were passionate about, together with the affects
and causes of these issues. We were then asked to brainstorm a variety of ways we
would like to change these issues, to identify a plan of action and to then most
importantly ascertain ways to measure how successful our action plan would be. It
proved to certainly be a “watch this space” moment as the buzz of future possibilities
encompassed the group. 

Students at the Seeds of Justice Student Program, Western Australia

Seeds of Justice Event, Western Australia -  continued



Melissa Trolio
Head of Learning Area Religious Education and
Seeds of Justice WA Coordinator 
Sana Maria College, Attadale WA

As with all good things, they must come to
an end, and as late afternoon approached,
we gathered for one final time to
celebrate our end of conference liturgy in
which we were commissioned as Seeds of
Justice leaders and awarded our badges.
As we did during the liturgy, we pray for
the grace we need to be what God has
destined for us...to live our life to its fullest,
enjoying and caring for this great and
beautiful planet. By planting the seeds of
disturbance, we keep the spirit, energy,
and vision of this conference alive in our
own school communities and the world.
We know we can make a difference! 

Seeds of Justice Event, Western Australia -  continued

“Empowered to respond to both the cry of the Earth  and the cry of the poor”

Santa Maria College, 
St Brigid’s College, 

Aranmore Catholic College 
Ursula Frayne Catholic College 

PARTICIPATING WA SCHOOLS



REGIONAL EVENT, VIC
Theme “People of Mercy hear the cry of  the poor”

 

Thursday 1 & Friday 2 September, 2022

sharing a story or experience, and
identifying issues of concern

exploring the broader context:
environmental, social, political, scientific,
cultural and economic

drawing on and engaging with the Biblical,
theological, spiritual, ecclesial and Mercy
traditions

planning new actions to create change

Both Anthony and Sister Veronica have strong
connections to Mercy schools, and were able to
draw on these connections to strengthen
students' understanding of the importance of
our Catholic values and how this can support
their involvement in social justice. 

Sister Veronica made strong connections
between Laudato Si and real world issues such
as food shortages, refugees and climate change,
eliciting insightful responses from students
which Veronica then linked to biblical themes
of mercy. She also drew our attention to the
word mercy, and the act of ‘mercying’, a
concept which students found highly relatable
and achievable. 

Sister Veronica outlined the Mercy International
Reflection Process (MIRP), and challenged
students to engage with the process to help
create change. 

 The process involves:

Mr Anthony Leddin and Sister Veronica Lawson RSM

The Seeds of Justice Regional conference
was well attended in Anglesea this year,
with students and staff from eight Mercy
schools across the state. After initial
planning with Joanne Saunders from
Mercy College Camperdown, Emmanuel
College organised and hosted the event,
with the theme ‘People of Mercy hear the
cry of the poor’. 

Students discovered the work and ideas
of two inspiring guest speakers, Sister
Veronica Lawson and plant breeder
Anthony Leddin. The key things students
were asked to consider is how they can
act in mercy for our common home and
how to be more mindful of our fragile
ecology.



Seeds of Justice  Regional Vic Event -  continued

This was helpful in emphasising one of the key aims of Seeds of Justice events - to
take what we have learnt, bring it out into the world to initiate dialogue and take
action from our ideas. The students were very captivated by Sister Veronica’s
presentation and it piqued their interest and created some thoughtful discussions. 

Anthony Leddin detailed his experiences establishing a non-government
organisation (NGO), Plant Breeders without Borders, and how his work as an
agronomist aligns with social justice. He emphasised the importance of volunteering
and was inspiring when talking about his vision with Plant Breeders without Borders
to reduce poverty by improving food security and empowering smallholder farmers.
Anthony has worked in places as diverse as Ethiopia, Nepal and Indonesia, working
alongside local people to grow native plant species and training them to effectively
cultivate these crops to maintain a reliable food source. 

Anthony outlined how he has enacted change in the world by pursuing his passion for
science and combining this with his love of people and sharing knowledge and skills.
Anthony’s work demonstrates that social justice ideals are not merely a standalone
aspect of our lives, but can be woven into a wide variety of careers to create
meaningful change.

Anthony involved both students and staff in an engaging activity, where we had to
apply our ideas and values to a challenging ethical scenario. Some animated
discussions and approaches ensued, but what it really demonstrated was the
importance of being able to apply our moral decision making and our Catholic 
 values to everyday situations that can have a powerful and positive impact. 

Sacred Heart College Kyneton 
Sacred Heart College Geelong

Mercy Regional College Camperdown 
Damascus College Ballarat East

 Emmanuel College Warrnambool
Catherine McAuley College Bendigo
St Aloysius College North Melbourne

Padua College Mornington
 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS



Seeds of Justice  Regional Vic Event -  continued

“I got the privilege to experience the Seeds of Justice event for 2022.
Students and teachers learnt about local social and environmental
issues, along with national and global dilemmas, giving us insight on
how to make changes in our own communities, and how to assist
people in need. The theme was “People of mercy hear the cries of the
poor” . This was represented well in all of our workshops and
activities, which included some guest speakers educating us on the
value of everything in our environment. One of the most rewarding
things was how fast students and teachers made lifelong friends and
connections with others, then working together during all of the
projects. This was personally a highlight of the year, and with any luck
I will have the privilege to attend again.”

The student group demonstrated great enthusiasm and a willingness to be open to
new people and new ideas in every aspect of the conference. 

Jess Bushell from Year 9 at Emmanuel College explains: 

Jacinta Skilbeck with students Jess Bushell & Paige Rea, Emmanuel College Warrnambool.

An enormous thank you to all staff who attended as well for their support running
activities and liturgies. They were encouraging, patient and a wonderful support to me
in my first time running this event. Many thanks to Jo Saunders from Mercy College
Camperdown for her initial planning of the event and continued support prior to
taking her long service leave. Jo has worked passionately for many years coordinating
our regional event, and we look forward to working with her again, alongside staff
from interested schools in preparation for our next event in 2023.

Jacinta Skilbeck
Social Justice & Service Coordinator
Emmanuel College Warrnambool



Thursday 30 March 2023:   Day 1 Seeds of Justice - WA Event Student Conference       
 St John of God Retreat Centre, Shoalwater WA 

 
Friday 31 March 2023:   Day 2 Seeds of Justice - WA Event Student Conference  

 St John of God Retreat Centre, Shoalwater WA 
 
 

Thursday 18 May 2023:   Day 1 Seeds of Justice - VIC Event Student Conference     
 Virtual online event 

 

Friday 19 May 2023:   Day 2 Seeds of Justice - VIC Event Student Conference     
 Virtual online event 

 
 

Monday 31 July 2023:    9.30 am – 3.30 pm, Seeds of Justice Staff Leaders 
       The Hub, North Carlton, VIC 

 
Thursday 31 August 2023:   Day 1 Seeds of Justice - VIC Regional Event Student        

Conference – Araluen Camp in Anglesea (commencing THU - 11.30 am)   
 
 

 

Friday 1 September 2023:   Day 2 Seeds of Justice - VIC Regional Event Student       
 Conference – Araluen Camp in Anglesea (concluding  2.00 pm FRI)   

 
 

Monday 23 October 2023:    9.30 am – 3.30 pm, Faith, Catholic Identity & Mission       
Seminar – Greenacres Golf Club Kew 

 
 

Thursday 26 October 2023:   Day 1 Seeds of Justice - VIC Event Student Conference  
 Venue Campaspe Downs Adventure Camp, Kyneton VIC

 (commencing THU - 11.30 am)   
 
 

Friday 27 October 2023:   Day 2 Seeds of Justice - VIC Event Student Conference      
 Venue Campaspe Downs Adventure Camp, Kyneton - (concluding 2.00pm FRI) 

 
 

2023 
 

SEEDS OF JUSTICE EVENTS


