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Co-Chair’s Report
Looking back on 2019 and the events brings a sense of pride at the way the Seeds
organising committee worked together to create meaningful and relevant events for
students to engage in throughout the year, as well as an awareness of the wonderful
student-driven work that happens in our schools after “the seeds” have been planted
at each event.
The theme for our first student event for the year, Caring for our Common Home,
was a response to growing awareness that the young people we work with have
about the urgent need to address the current climate emergency, and to instill a
sense of awareness and hope that they are not alone in their desire to create a more
sustainable future.

Bernadette Hogan
Seeds of Justice
Co-Chair

Sally Neaves and Juliet Talarico creatively threaded a message stressing the importance of this work to us as people of Mercy through events that reinforced the
importance of this message, which is made clear to us through the ongoing work of
the Sisters of Mercy in this area, and through the teachings of Pope Francis. We thank
both Sally and Juliet for traveling from Rahamin for the event, and for encouraging
the students to take action both as individuals and in their school communities.
Given that we have been asked to respond to “the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor” it seemed fitting to use our second student event of the year to examine the
ways in which people of Mercy can look more closely at poverty, homelessness and
the work of local organisations (including McAuley Community Services for Women)
in responding to the issues of inequality, while treating each person with the dignity
God has given them.
We thank all the Seeds organising committee for their tireless efforts in putting together these programs, creativity and energy they consistently bring to their
meetings and gatherings which makes these events so successful. Thank you especially to those working to support this project at ISMAPNG and Mercy Education.

Catherine Burke
Seeds of Justice
Co-Chair

Committee Members 2019
Bernadette Hogan and Catherine Burke—Chairpersons
(Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg) VIC
Tom Leydon (Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale) VIC
Suzanne Moran (Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy) VIC
Catherine Glenister (Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy) VIC
Bernadine Callery (Mercy College, Coburg) VIC
Eugene Lynch (Mercy Education) VIC
Jo Saunders VIC Regional Coordinator (Mercy Regional College, Camperdown) VIC
Rosa Speranza (Santa Maria College, Attadale) WA

“A better world can be built also as a result of your efforts,
your desire to change and your generosity.”
Pope Francis
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Western Australia Conference 8 & 9 April, 2019
‘For those who come across the seas, we’ve boundless plains to share…’

These poignant words are chanted by proud Australians at
events all over the Country; at school assemblies, award
ceremonies, and ANZAC day services. The Australian National
Anthem is performed proudly before the AFL Grand Final as
100,000 people sing together, united by their love for footy and
Australia. But in 2019, what does it mean to be Australian?
Many Australians celebrate the diversity that makes us unique,
as one of the most multicultural and multi-faith nations in the
world. However, for asylum seekers and refugees escaping
persecution and seeking a better life, this opportunity to join in
the diversity of Australia is not always welcomed.

They completed a series of activities and heard the
experiences and stories from guest speakers. Mar Knox, a
guest speaker from the Centre for Asylum Seekers, Refugees,
and Detainees (CARAD), spoke to the students about the
work that is carried out by the organisation and engaged
students with a simulation exercise highlighting the terrible
circumstances people may experience when fleeing their
country to seek a better life. Two brave students shared their
personal stories of how they found themselves fleeing from
persecution in their home countries and suddenly becoming
refugees. These students answered questions from their
peers, which helped to undo some of the preconceived ideas
The arrival and subsequent treatment of those deemed ‘illegal of fellow students.
immigrants’ who suffer persecution in their home countries
generate tension and conflict in Australian society. The harsh Rubi Ni Chin, an ex-Aranmore student currently completing
response of the Australian government based on the principle of her master’s in Biomedical Science shared her story which has
‘refoulment’ is a particular area of concern. The propaganda to been developed into a documentary entitled ‘How I Became a
‘send back the boats’ was a popular label of persecution from Refugee’. The harrowing story of her family’s escape from the
the government, discouraging people’s universal right to seek Chin State in Burma through Malaysia and finally being
asylum and be granted protection. Unfortunately, this resettled in Australia brought tears to the students’ eyes and
propaganda has clouded the judgment of many unknowing allowed them to humanize this issue that is so publicly
Australians, and in-turn covered up the facts.
debated.
The Seeds of Justice program seeks to find a merciful response
to issues such as these. This Mercy Education Initiative is a
program through which Year 10 and Year 11 students gather to
discuss, raise awareness, and fundraise for key social justice
issues in our society. The 2019 annual WA Conference was
centered on the plight of asylum seekers and refugees.

Other activities at the Conference included a Privilege Walk,
highlighting what students have in their life for which they
must be grateful, source analysis activities to define and
distinguish between asylum seekers, refugees and detainees,
and an art activity centered on the journey of a refugee and
what they might take in their suitcase. The students also
discussed how they would take this information back to
Students from Aranmore Catholic College, St Brigid’s College, school and organize events to raise awareness and fundraise
and Santa Maria College gathered on the 8th and 9th of April at for organisations such as CARAD and ‘Metamorphosis’ that
the beautiful location of Tuppin House, Moore River for the work so closely with people being resettled in Australia.
annual Conference.
Jillian Landers Santa Maria College, Attadale
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Melbourne Student Conference 23 & 24 May, 2019
What’s happen ing to our common home?

The Seeds of Justice May 2019
event was about Our Common
Home and how we treat our
earth and the things we can do
to sustain it. Our facilitators for
the event were Sally
Neaves
and
Juliet
Talarico from Rahamim
who came to talk to us
about
the
impact
humans are having on
the world and what we
could be doing to be
more
sustainable.
Rahamim
Ecology
Centre,
is
the
environmental
education,
spirituality,
and advocacy ministry of
the Sisters of Mercy.
We talked about how in the
amount of time that humans
have been in the world,
compared to other species,

we have caused the most
damage and destruction to our
planet but how we can also
create the most peace and
bring
hope
to
younger

generations by trying to do
something to help our planet.
We came up with different
plans of small things we can do
to help the environment within

our school, for example, removing
plastic cutlery and straws from the
canteen and providing reusable, metal
straws. This experience was eyeopening for me. I learned so much
about what I could do
and how no change that I
make in my lifestyle is
too small to make an
impact.
Sally showed us some
videos
of
human
existence
on
earth
compared to the span of
the creation of the earth,
and it was amazing to
realize that we haven’t
been here for all that
long but we have made the greatest
impact. It made me want to advocate
about climate change and how others
can make a difference.
Phoebe Baillon and Odessa McNamara
Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy

Sally Neaves - Presenter, with students
from Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg
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Victorian Regional Student Conference 5 & 6 September, 2019
‘ Plan ting S eeds for a better future ’

The fifth and sixth of September 2019 saw the very Liturgies and time to mingle and make new friends
successful 7th Annual Regional Seeds of Justice Event in complimented the seriousness of the information
Anglesea.
regarding climate change and the effects on all of us but
most of all, the cry of the poor regarding the changing
Eight Victorian Mercy Schools and one International
sea levels, weather events, and the rising sea
Mercy School were represented with a total of 44
temperatures.
students and 12 staff attending. The topic was Mercy –
Caring for our Common Home. We were delighted to have It was exciting to have four students attend from St
Sally Neaves and Juliet Talarico from the Rahamim Teresa’s School in Johannesburg South Africa. The girls
Ecology Centre in Bathurst NSW to facilitate the event.
have been on an international immersion to other
Mercy schools and had been based at Our Lady of
Sally and Juliet, guided us through the concerns and hopes
Mercy Heidelberg. It was a pleasure to host them and to
for the environment based on current scientific evidence
extend Mercy hospitality to them and their supervising
and inspired the students to seek solutions at a local,
teacher Ms Sarah Terry.
national, and international level. Students shared
responses in creative ways and were able to spend Schools that attended the Event: Sacred Heart College
valuable time planning strategies to share the message of Geelong, Sacred Heart College Kyneton, Notre Dame
an ecological conversion of the heart with their school College Shepparton, Damascus College Ballarat, Trinity
communities.
College Colac, Catherine McAuley College Bendigo, Our
Lady of Mercy College Heidelberg, St Teresa’s College
Students and staff again made new friends and found new
Johannesburg
and
Mercy
Regional
College
connections in the Mercy family.
The beautiful
Camperdown.
surroundings of Araluen Camp in Anglesea were the
perfect backdrop for the event with both the bushland Students were positive and full of hope for the future if
and the beach to complement the indoor activities and we accept that each of us has a part to play in educating
team discussions.
others, sharing knowledge, and actively learning how to
respect all creation, both human and nonhuman.
Jo Saunders Mercy Regional College, Camperdown
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Melbourne Student Conference 31 October & 1 November, 2019
‘Hearing the Cry of the Poor’
We welcomed our second
annual Seeds of Justice student
conference for 2019, held at
the Holy Cross Centre in
Templestowe.

Compassion
Justice
Respect
Hospitality
Service
Courage

During the 2-day seminar, 42
students and 11 staff from - St
Joseph’s College, Mildura;
Mount Lilydale Mercy College,
Lilydale; Sacred Heart College,
Kyneton; St Aloysius College,
North Melbourne; Academy of
Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy; Our
Lady
of
Mercy
College,
Heidelberg and Sacred Heart
College, Geelong came together
to interact and learn about
“Hearing the Cry of the Poor’.
Day one of the event began
with Bernadette Hogan, Social
Justice Coordinator at Our Lady
of Mercy College, Heidelberg -

sharing the aim of the program,
launching the theme, allocating
prayer time which then led
straight into an ‘Ice Breaker’
session, where games were
played to stimulate the minds
as students were challenged on

what they knew about poverty
and homelessness.
Several placements were on
offer to the students during the
conference proving to be a
memorable and impacting
highlight of the two-day event.

Visits
included
Exodus
Community, Big Group Hug,
FareShare, Saint Vincent de
Paul and St Mary’s House of
Welcome. Students returned
inspired and with insight, as
eyes were opened about these
organisations and how they
assist lives in a real way. The
afternoon concluded with a
‘Placement debrief’ a time
allocated to share thoughts and
feelings, reflecting on what the
students had learned.
Day Two opened to inspire
students with a panel of guest
speakers,
Tanya
Mathias,
McAuley
Community
for
Women Services; Br Harry
Prout, and Kerry from Exodus
Community along with Sarah
Taylor from St Vincent de Paul.
Students were informed and
challenged by the enormous
impact of domestic violence.
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Important Dates for 2020
6 & 7 April

WA Student Conference

21 & 22 May

Melbourne Student Conference

Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe
3 Aug

Staff Formation Day - Mercy Hub, Carlton

3 & 4 Sept

Regional Event Vic
Araluen Camp, Anglesea

29 & 30 Oct

Melbourne Student Conference
Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe
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