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“A better world 

can be built also 

as a result of your 

efforts, your 

desire to change 

and your 

generosity.” 

Pope Francis 

Bernadette Hogan 

Seeds of Justice  

Co-Chair  

 

 

 

Co-Chairs Report 
In  2018, Pope Francis called on 

young people to be brave and 

allow their voices to be heard by 

inviting their involvement in the 

Synod of Bishops on Young   

People, the Faith and Vocational 

Discernment.  

He showed great faith in the 

young people of today when he 

identified that, “A better world 

can be built also as a result of 

your efforts, your desire to 

change and your generosity.” 

 

In the various Seeds of Justice 

events this year, we were able 

to witness the desire of young 

people to move towards 

change, justice and equality 

within our local and global  

communities.  Through  

participation in workshops and 

conversation sessions, the  

gatherings allowed our young 

people to reflect, pray and learn 

about the need for equity within 

our world and the care that is  

needed for our earth.    

 

 Committee Members 2018 

Bernadette Hogan and Catherine Burke—Chairpersons (Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg) VIC 

Sr Anila Isaac RSM (ISMAPNG and Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale) VIC 

Suzanne Moran (Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy) VIC 

Catherine Glenister (Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy) VIC 

Franca Caruana (Sacred Heart College, Geelong) VIC 

Bernadine Callery (Mercy College, Coburg) VIC 

Eugene Lynch (MEL) VIC 

Jo Saunders VIC Regional Coordinator (Mercy Regional College, Camperdown) VIC 

Helen Chaffer (Santa Maria College, Attadale) WA   

Committee member, Sr Anila Isaac 

RSM and Kate Garrone (OLMC) 

 

Catherine Burke  

Seeds of Justice  

Co-Chair  
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Melbourne Student Conference 31 May & 1 June 2018 

 ‘Stories of reconciliation and mercy’  

STUDENT REFLECTIONS 

The Seeds of Justice Conference was 

an opportunity to explore and gain a 

deeper understanding about what 

equality and equity looked like in a 

community. We also got the chance to 

do wood-burning. We were given 

some clapping sticks and we came up 

with a design for our sticks. It was also 

an opportunity to get to know students 

from other schools and to start new 

friendships. I took a lot from it and it 

was an unforgettable two days. 

Odessa McNamara, Academy of Mary 

Immaculate 

  

During the conference we heard from 

guest speakers Lidia Thorpe, a         

Gunnai-Gunditjmara women who is a 

Member of the Legislative Assembly 

for Northcote, and Scott Darlow, an 

Australian singer/songwriter based in 

Melbourne, who explored the personal 

stories of his heritage through his  

music, showcasing his didgeridoo skills 

and acoustic rock. Both speakers were 

extremely inspirational as they shared 

their experiences and challenges of 

growing up as Indigenous Australians, 

giving us a better understanding of the 

The Seeds of Justice Conference was 

held in National Reconciliation Week 

and with the theme ‘Stories of            

Reconciliation and Mercy’.  Forty-nine 

students from around Victoria         

participated including; Academy of 

Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy; Sacred 

Heart College, Geelong; St Aloysius 

College, North Melbourne; Sacred 

Heart College, Kyneton; Catherine 

McAuley College, Bendigo; Our Lady of 

Mercy College, Heidelberg; Notre 

Dame College, Shepparton; Mercy 

College, Coburg and Damascus College, 

Ballarat.  

Students participated in storytelling, 

ritual and traditions that encompass 

our Mercy Education values. They 

were challenged to think about equity 

and justice and how they can make a 

difference. 

We welcomed guest speakers, Lidia 

Thorpe, a Gunnai-Gunditjmara woman 

and member of the Legislative        

Assembly of Northcote; Scott Darlow, 

Aboriginal singer, songwriter and  

Sherry  Balcombe from the Aboriginal 

Catholic Ministry who led the group in 

a smoking ceremony.  

 

injustices directed towards our first 

Australians. 

Throughout the conference we        

participated in many group activities, 

including a traditional smoking        

ceremony, with other Mercy schools 

from around the state, discussing ideas 

of how we can better show               

reconciliation within our schools and 

work towards justice and equity within 

Australia. 

Overall the conference was an amazing 

experience. Meeting other like-minded 

young adults with a passion for social 

justice made the opportunity even 

Staff Formation Day 
On Monday 6 August staff from 

nine Mercy Colleges gathered 

to reflect and look at the issues 

of Sustainable Living and 

“Laudato Si” - On Care of our 

Common Home.  Keynote    

presenters included Sally 

Neaves from Rahamim Ecology 

Centre and Adele Howard RSM 

sharing her learning from       

Laudato Si’ Conference at 

Vatican city . 

Not only was there time to 

hear from Sally and Adele but 

to hear what is happening in 

the other Colleges. It was a 

great opportunity to share 

ideas and to come together 

as Mercy communities. 

S E E D S  O F  J U S T I C E  

Scott Darlow with students 
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S E E D S  O F  J U S T I C E  

with legal aid, translators, medical assistance, funding for rent 

and for the ongoing costs of trying to become a member of the 

Australian community. Zoe explained in a very practical way 

how there are many setbacks that refugees face along the way 

and the risk of being deported is never far from their minds. 

She shared a wonderful game designed to teach      students 

about the difficulties in being successful in applying for refugee 

status and the many forms (only produced in  English), legal 

processes and language barriers people face. 

The students were enlightened by Zoe’s message regarding the 

voice which the youth of Australia has and how potent the 

message from young Australians can be for our politicians to 

hear. She urged them to speak out, to learn, to argue and to be 

a voice for those who are struggling with the current policies in 

Australia.  

Students engaged in a very exciting ‘hypothetical’ in the    

evening and were encouraged to relate to the many          

stakeholders who are part of the debate. The students took 

what they had learned during the afternoon and applied it to 

the hypothetical in a very mature and energetic way. They 

worked in mixed school teams, supported by a staff member 

from one of the six schools present, and were able to share 

their knowledge, confidence and voices.  

Jo-Anne Saunders,  Mercy Regional College, Camperdown 
Regional Seeds of Justice Team Member 

Forty-one students from six schools participated in the 2018 

Regional Seeds of Justice event in Anglesea in August.  Colleges 

included Sacred Heart College, Geelong; Sacred Heart College, 

Kyneton; Mercy Regional College Camperdown, Emmanuel   

College Warrnambool; St Joseph’s College, Mildura and 

Damascus College, Ballarat.  

We gathered under the banner of a Mercy family and focused  

on the issue of refugees and asylum seekers. The theme of the 

event was: Building Bridges of Mercy - Welcoming Asylum     

Seekers and Refugees.  

 

We were fortunate to have two wonderful guest speakers with 

us from the Combined Refugee Action Group (CRAG). Fina 

Woollcombe RSM and Zoe Brittain spoke to the students to help 

them understand the difficulties facing those on Temporary  

Protection Visas, as well as the stress of the waiting and difficulty 

with  translation in regard to complex procedures involved in 

gaining  a permanent visa to remain in Australia. 

Sr Fina spoke of her many and varied roles over the years and of 

the plight of the people with whom she now works. She also 

spoke of the need to support the refugee families with legal 

assistance and some food and other items. She supplied us with 

a list of items to donate that are often popular among refugee 

families at “The Welcome Place”. 

Zoe is very passionate about the stance the Australian  

Government has taken on refugees and on supporting refugees 

Victorian Regional Student Conference  

‘Building Bridges of Mercy- Welcoming Asylum Seekers and Refugees’  
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Compassion 

Justice 

Respect 

Hospitality  

Service 

Courage 

Our second annual Seeds of Justice 

student conference was held at 

Holy Cross Centre in Templestowe 

on Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd 

November. Students met to     

discuss issues pertaining to      

sustainability and taking unified 

action.  

The event began with a young 

Mercy sister, Elizabeth Young rsm, 

sharing with the group her story, 

experiences and knowledge.         

Sr Elizabeth, originally from South 

Australia, has worked in a number 

of  different areas, including youth 

ministry and prison and  detention 

centres. She spoke about the    

community of Port Augusta and its 

journey towards sustainability. 

A number of placements were 

offered to the students to         

experience during this conference, 

proving to be the highlight of the 

two day event. Visits included the 

Exodus Community in West      

Heidelberg, the Big Group Hug, 

3081 Angels and Ceres Community             

Environment Park.  

Students returned with             

enthusiasm and eyes open to the 

various community groups and 

their needs. The evening            

concluded with  sharing of their         

experience and stories,         

followed by prayer and a     

meditation session.  

On our second day we          

continued to be  inspired and to  

reflect on the decisions we 

make in our        

everyday lives and 

how we can live out our mercy 

values within our own               

communities.  

Guest speakers for the morning 

session included two young        

people from Australian Youth  

Climate Coalition (AYCC). The      

session opened our young people’s 

eyes to the issues of sustainability 

and climate change. Comments 

included, “This really opened my 

eyes to the fact, yes I am young, 

but I can do something.” 

The conference proved to be a 

great success for all present and 

each of the students left with  

reflections and ideas on how they 

can incorporate the mercy way 

into their lives and take further  

action toward sustainability. 

 

S E E D S  O F  J U S T I C E  

Melbourne Student Conference November 2018 

“Sustainability: Taking unified Action” 

Comments from the event: 

“This really opened my eyes to the fact, yes I am young, but I can do something.” 

“I loved how we all ended up being connected, based on our similar desire to make a change.” 

“We came away with good ideas that could be used in our schools.” 

“Placement was so good – informative, moving, extremely sad, motivated people to help. The Olympic Village 

community was so supportive with a real sense of community and hope.” 

“I loved learning about the ideas we can implement at school and bring home.” 

Big Group Hug  

Student Placement  

Elizabeth Young RSM 



The Seeds of Justice Committee acknowledges our generous sponsors  

 

DATES FOR 2019 

8 & 9 April  WA Student Conference 

23 & 24 May   Melbourne Student Conference,  

   Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe 

5 Aug     Staff Formation Day - Mercy Hub, Carlton 

5 & 6 Aug   Regional Vic  

   Araluen Camp Anglesea 

31-Oct & 1 Nov Melbourne Student Conference  

   Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe 

 

 Farewell and thank you  
Sr Anila 

Sr Anila Isaac RSM was born and educated in Pakistan before arriving in Australia in 2009.  

Since her arrival in Australia Anila has continued in her work as a Sister of Mercy making significant contributions in the 

community and extending her qualifications and work in education.  

In 2016 Anila was appointed to teach Religious Education and English at Mount Lilydale Mercy College. She joined the 

Seeds of Justice Committee and enjoyed her association with the broader Mercy Education community, meeting       

students and teachers from the various schools at Seeds gatherings. 

In October 2018 Anila was approached by the Institute Leadership Team to take up a new role as Director of Initial  

Formation taking over from Sr Joan Doyle RSM.  Anila graciously accepted this role which formally commenced in January 

2019. Anila will further prepare herself for this role by participating in a formation program and journeying with the 

newer members of the Institute as they work towards final commitment. 

 

We congratulate Anila on her appointment and wish her well in this new chapter of her life. The Seeds of Justice      

Committee sincerely thank Anila for her contribution to Mercy Education and the SOJ project. We are thankful to the 

many Sisters of Mercy, like Anila, who help us better understand Mercy each day. 
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