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Editorial
This edition of the Mercy Ed highlights a number 
of significant events held at our schools during 
the middle months of the year. The opening and 
blessing ceremonies at Catherine McAuley College, 
Bendigo and Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale 
have seen the benefits of extensive planning, astute 
budgeting and innovative design and construction 
come to fruition with new state of the art facilities 
opened in April and August this year. At Catherine 
McAuley College, the Sister Aloysius Martyn Arts 
Centre comprises generalist and collaborative 
learning areas as well as specialist facilities including 
Performing Arts – Drama, Theatre, Music, and STEAM. 

Similarly, the new MLMC Mercy Learning Centre will 
feature state of the art facilities for senior students 
for learning and research and has been constructed 
with a strong focus on the college’s environmental 
footprint incorporating solar panels, double glazing 
and technological advances in all classrooms.

Nearly 50 delegates were fortunate to attend the 
Mercy Leadership Program and Pilgrimage to Dublin 
this year with two programs running and both 
coordinated by Mercy Education in conjunction with 
Mercy International Association. The programs were 
led separately by MEL Directors, Georgina Smith 
and Sylvia Williams RSM, and their reflections, along 
with other participants, are shared in this edition.

We congratulate Sacred Heart College, Geelong 
on hosting the 24th annual Frayne Speech Festival 
and commend the staff and students for the 
organisation, warmth of hospitality and preparation 
for this wonderful spirited competition for Mercy 
students across the state.

Other significant events included the 90-year 
anniversary celebrations at St Brigid’s College, 
Lesmurdie and the ceremonial ritual of ISMAPNG 
entrusting the founding convent of the Sisters 
of Mercy in Australia at Victoria Square, Perth to 
Mercedes College Perth. Both these events were 
significant and form part of the rich story and 173 
year history of the Sisters of Mercy in Australia.

Eugene Lynch 
Editor

Front cover:  MLMC Mercy Learning Centre

I imagine the conditions under which the Sisters taught when they arrived 
on this very spot, this very hill, Rourke’s Hill in 1896. The annals of our 
College history record that the early Sisters arrived here from the thriving 
metropolis of Mansfield and from the Mother House in Carrick on Suir in 
County Tipperary, Ireland. It was in November 1896 that a piece of land 
was secured for 160 pounds with a school to be placed on the summit. 
To the north you could see the course of Olinda Creek with the farmlets 
surrounding it, the Yarra River flowing through it and the township of Yarra 
Glen in the forefront of the Christmas Hills. 

This is the rich history from which our dream of the facility that we are 
launching today was born. Recognising the great work of everyone who 
has paved the way for us to date, but with a clear focus on the future, 
we came to realise that the Master Plan created in 1999 was outlived, 
outdated and had been varied substantially. And so we began the process of 
developing a new one. In late 2015, the current Master Plan was launched, 
which at the time contained ten stages of development, outlined over 
10,500m2 of development, and construction costs in excess of $35 million.

This Mercy Learning Centre is Stage 1 of that process with floor space of 
over half an acre and costing just under $10 million. It is and has been a 

major undertaking. This building has been designed and built 
to be forward thinking and respectful of the land on which it 
stands having regard for sustainability and our environmental 
footprint. From solar panels, double glazing, light and heat sinks 
to technology that allows data projection of all kinds and sound 
field systems in all classrooms - these rooms are multi-functional 
and support the future of learning in the senior years. 

Special acknowledgement was given to the many Sisters of 
Mercy present, Episcopal Vicar, Rev Tony Ireland, for officiating 
at the Blessing and to Minister James Merlino, Deputy Premier, 
Education Minister and local Member for Monbulk, Mercy 
Honour Roll holder, alumnus and friend of MLMC.

Mount Lilydale Mercy College 
Mercy Learning Centre Opening & Blessing

In officially opening the Mercy Learning Centre, MLMC 
Principal, Phil Morison, was very proud to welcome the 
many guests who attended the official Opening and 
Blessing. Extracts from his speech gave invited guests a 
good sense of the history of the founding of the College 
by the Sisters of Mercy and the significance of the new 
Learning facility.

L-R: Rev Anthony J Ireland STD EV, College Co-Captain Grace Clinton (Year 12), MEL Board Chair – Sylvia Williams RSM, James Merlino –  
Deputy Premier of Victoria, Minister for Education and  Member for Monbulk, Finn Reardon – (Year 11) Student, Principal – Phil Morison

 Comfortable, colourful and an inviting atmosphere for student learning and engagement
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After watching the building grow from dust at the edge of the 
ovals, students were able to walk through the doors of the 
new building at the beginning of the 2019 school year. With all 
the landscaping and finishing touches completed, students are 
able to fully enjoy the contemporary facility which incorporates 
flexible learning spaces and rehearsal and performance areas.

Internally and externally, the building reflects innovative practices 
designed to create integrated learning opportunities across a 
range of specialist and generalist areas. From Performing Arts to 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics), 
the varied spaces, state-of-the-art technology and modern 
furnishings encourage collaborative learning experiences.

The College has an ongoing program of commissioning 
iconography that imbues the College with visual representations 
of Mercy. The pinnacle of this vision in this new building so far 
was to include a life-sized bronze statue of Catherine McAuley 
on the upper balcony. The statue signals to all who walk through 
the grounds that the College is a place of Mercy, inspired by 
Catherine’s values and the charism of Mercy in all that we do.

Despite a cold and wet morning for the official opening, the 
building lived up to all expectations by providing a warm and 
inviting space for a large number of students and special guests 
to gather. Former Catholic College Bendigo Principal and current 
Mercy Education Board Chair, Sr Sylvia Williams RSM, reflected 
on how pleased Catherine McAuley would have been to see 
such wonderful opportunities for the education of students in 
Bendigo. The Hon Member for Bendigo East, Jacinta Allan, a 
past student herself, marvelled at the changes and wonderful 
facilities provided for current students.

While Bishop of Sandhurst, Leslie Tomlinson DD, walked through 
the building to confer the blessing, guests were entertained by 
Year 11 student, Erin Howell, staff member, Ms Eliza Turner and 
the Catherine McAuley College Choir. This was followed by a 
medley of Queen songs performed by the Catherine McAuley 
College Concert Band.

Afterwards, guests enjoyed morning tea and an opportunity for 
a closer inspection of the impressive facilities.

Official Blessing & Opening 
       Sister Aloysius Martyn Arts Centre
                           - Catherine McAuley College Bendigo

Friday 10 May was the official opening & Blessing 
of the Sister Aloysius Martyn Arts Centre at the 
Coolock Campus of Catherine McAuley College 

Seated L-R: Minister Jacinta Allen, Sylvia Williams RSM,  
Anne Cossar RSM, Marie Bourke RSM, Kath Ryan RSM, Kathleen Slattery RSM

L-R Len Watson - Pastoral Care Director Coolock,  
Most Reverend Leslie Tomlinson DD, Brian Turner PrincipalPrincipal – Brian Turner
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Georgina Smith, Mercy Education, 
Board Director
Staring down on Baggot Street from the windows of the house 
designed, financed and built by Catherine McAuley, I had the 
most extraordinary sense of wonder and awe at the story 
of Mercy and its continued application to our current world. 
To have the luxury of being immersed in the Mercy story 
and to learn more and reflect on the life and achievements 
of Catherine McAuley, was a deep and purposeful learning 
experience. Nothing had really prepared me for the impact 
of hearing of Catherine and her earliest followers, from a 
passionate group of largely Irish Sisters as they regaled our 
group with stories embellished by their own anecdotes in the 
manner that is one of the great gifts of the Irish.

I felt the impact of Catherine’s vision and determination in 
a very different way as it unfolded in the absolute heartland 
of Mercy. We walked in her footsteps imagining the Dublin 
of the early and mid-nineteenth century. In particular, at 
Coolock House where it was so easy to picture the life 
Catherine would have experienced and how in a Protestant 
environment, she remained steadfast and faithful to her love 
and worship of God. 

Catherine was described by one of the presenters as “a dealer 
in hope” with an extraordinary belief in connecting people to 
achieve her goal of an interdependent society. How appropriate 
this remains for those of us who are privileged to work in the 
Mercy world. It was an additional bonus of the time away to 
be in a group that was representative of a range of Mercy 
ministries from across Australia and overseas. It was a delight 
to be in the company of like-minded people who responded 
wholeheartedly to the knowledge and spirituality that were such 
powerful components of the week’s programme.

The challenge of experiences like these is to be open to new 
possibilities as a result of a deeper understanding of the call 
to Mercy and how to use the influence and power we have 
as leaders to open doors for those who live on the margins of 
society. Catherine has exhorted us to be tireless in our efforts 
to break through the impossibilities of the times in which we 
live and as one of the programme’s presenters reiterated so 
eloquently, “to have a courageous, contagious concern for the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the poor”.

Cynthia Mulholland, Events & 
Marketing Coordinator - Sacred 
Spaces Singleton, McAuley Ministries
I felt it was a great privilege and honour to participate in this 
program and was very humbled that the McAuley Ministries 
Board selected me and my colleague, Rod Cole-Clarke. The 
Pilgrimage started before we left Australian shores as other 
participants and myself were given the opportunity to participate 
in a pre-Pilgrimage workshop. Not to mention the excitement of 
Sisters in my workplace coming to share their journeys with me.

After we settled in to Baggot St, we enjoyed their hospitality 
for a few days before the program started. The program was 
exceptional and very worthwhile. All the presenters were 
relevant, interesting and very professional. The topics were 
chosen with great care and ensured a full and comprehensive 
background and perspective of the Sisters of Mercy across 
the world. There was a very clever mix of both indoor and 
outdoor learning.  Whilst Baggot St has a lot to offer the 
participant, it was not until I experienced the parts of Dublin 
where Catherine walked, worked and prayed that the strongest 
connections made themselves known.

The opportunity to visit the Chapel where Catherine took 
her final vows, her childhood homes, and of course Coolock, 
cemented the foundation story and explained the nature of the 
Sisters of Mercy and everything that they stand for. Meeting the 
Sisters at Coolock House and discussing with them the history 
of the house and talking about a young Catherine, were very 
moving and memorable experiences.

After the Pilgrimage, I stayed in Ireland a little longer and had 
the opportunity to connect with my foundation story. I work at 
the Singleton Convent (NSW) and it was established by the 
Sisters from Ennis, Ireland. After the Pilgrimage I travelled to 
Ennis and spent the morning with the Sisters. We were able to 
share stories, news and make connections. I was ‘welcomed 
home’ by the Ennis Sisters. I would strongly encourage all 
future participants of the Baggot St Pilgrimage to spend time to 
connect with their own local foundation story and connect with 
other Sisters across Ireland where appropriate. I thank Mercy 
Education for organising the Pilgrimage and allowing a ‘non-
Education’ member of the Mercy family to join them.

2019 Mercy Leadership Program
 & Dublin Pilgrimage Reflections

In a year when the ISMAPNG Mercy Leadership Program and Dublin Pilgrimage was not conducted, 
Mercy Education in partnership with Mercy International Centre (MIC) offered two programs at 
Dublin this year with around 50 participants from Canada, Ireland, New Zealand and Australia and 
from across many Mercy ministries. MEL Board Director, Georgina Smith hosted the first group 
of pilgrims in March and MEL Board Chair and former MIC Deputy Director – Administration 
and Finance, Sylvia Williams RSM, led the second group in July. The following reflections by 
Georgina and Sylvia and a number of other participants express a level of sincere gratitude and 
an unforgettable and invaluable experience for all.

MARCH PROGRAMME



Sylvia Williams RSM, Mercy Education: 
Board Chair
With much excitement I set off from Melbourne Airport in 
early July to go to the Mercy International Centre in Dublin to 
participate in the Mercy Ethos Program but also to offer my 
services for a few weeks beforehand. As I was a staff member at 
Mercy International for six years (November 2009 – December 
2015) I had a few ideas of how I could help. I landed in Dublin 
around midday and headed immediately to Mercy International. 
I was welcomed with opened arms, met a few new staff 
members, and after a couple of hours felt as if I had never left.

In 2000 I had visited Ireland and took the opportunity to prepare 
for the first Ethos Pilgrimage in 2001 with which I returned. 
During the years I worked on staff I met many pilgrimage 
groups from all over the world – Australia, USA and the United 
Kingdom as well as the Young Leaders Groups which included 
students from Australia, USA, United Kingdom, Belize and of 

course, Ireland. In addition many individuals, small groups and 
volunteers came from these same countries but also from 
Kenya, South Africa, Peru, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, 
Newfoundland, France, South America and elsewhere.

No matter how much a person knows about Catherine McAuley 
before arriving in Dublin there is always something else to 
learn and to wonder at. This happens to me and I am aware it 
happens to almost everyone. The passionate presenters during a 
program offer new insights about Catherine and the other early 
Mercy women in the context of the history of Ireland and other 
countries to which they travelled.

Our July pilgrimage group consisted of eleven people from the 
education ministry, four from MacKillop Family Services, three 
from Mercy Health and a Sister of Mercy involved in parish work. 
In addition we were joined by nine others from New Zealand, 
Newfoundland, New South Wales and Ireland. We all agreed 
that the cross ministry experience along with people from other 
countries and ministries was most enriching.

During our last day each person was asked to reflect on what 
he/she would take back to their ministry in addition to the 
personal enrichment they had experienced. We were then asked 
to share our reflections. I found this session to be particularly 
moving as each person generously shared themselves and their 
thoughts with the group. I thank each person in the July group 
for the enthusiasm, good will, co-operation and shared love of 
all things Mercy shown by all.
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Darren Hovey, Principal: 
Catholic College 
Wodonga
In the weeks leading up to the pilgrimage 
I was regularly asked what I hoped to get 
out of the experience. My hope was that I 
would return to Catholic College Wodonga 
with a deeper understanding of the 
Catherine McAuley story and how Mercy 
International is approaching its mission in 
today’s world. On a personal level I hoped 
to reconnect with the story of my two great 
aunts who were Mercy Sisters in Ballarat. 
My hopes were realised.

Importantly I can now share Catherine’s 
story with a deep understanding of 
the challenges she faced, the period in 
which she ministered and the person 
she was. Further, I am able to speak with 
confidence about the Mercy story within 
Australia. Moving from a text book, website 
experience to an experience immersed in 
the actual places where Catherine grew up 
and ministered, has had a profound effect 
on me as a leader. Since returning I have 
been able to reflect on my role not just as 
a leader in the Sandhurst Diocese, but as 
a leader continuing to bring the Catherine 
story to life. On two occasions this week 
I have worked very closely with families 
who are suffering from significant personal 
circumstances. Each time I found myself 
saying, “What would Catherine do?” The 
answer is simple, provide care, love and 
support to help these families move beyond 
the challenges they face, and then to 
reconnect with the lives they are hoping for.

It is my hope that other leaders from 
Catholic College Wodonga will have the 
opportunity to experience the pilgrimage so 
that we can continue to bring Catherine’s 
story to life as our college continues to 
reconnect with the Mercy story.

Personally, the pilgrimage has left me 
wanting to know more especially about my 
mother’s story of growing with two aunties, 
Sr Angus and Sr Cecilia. In the coming 
month I will be sitting down with my mother 
and we will be looking at all the family 
photos and discussing her reflections on 
growing up with her two favourite aunts. 

Pauline Cutajar,  
St Aloysius College, DP – 
Wellbeing & Development
When I first learnt that I had been invited 
to join the Mercy Dublin Pilgrimage 
– March program, I was absolutely 
delighted. After all who wouldn’t be 
thrilled to have the opportunity to travel 
to the beautiful city of Dublin, to visit 
Baggot Street and to be immersed in the 
story of Mercy and Catherine McAuley? 

Going into the program, even though 
I felt as though I already had a very 
good knowledge of the Mercy charism 
and Catherine’s story, I was curious 
about what else would emerge from my 
experience. It is certainly very difficult to 
articulate the profound impact that the 
pilgrimage has already had on me and 
the reality of being immersed in such a 
program. I often find myself reflecting 
on the program at various moments in 
my life as a Deputy Principal; there is 
both comfort and confidence that comes 
with connecting the work that I do with 
what I learnt from Catherine’s story and 
remembering that “the way a person 
leads comes from the heart.”

During the program I had expected to 
learn more about Catherine and I had 
also expected to understand the Mercy 
charism in a little more depth but what I 
hadn’t expected was the way that I would 
feel Mercy. The gentle and genuine way 
that hospitality is lived at Baggot Street 
was one of the most profound learnings 
that I took away. I was reminded of the 
importance of giving people your full 
attention and the importance of asking 
oneself, “What is God telling me and 
what am I going to do with it?” Walking 
in Catherine’s footsteps, sitting where she 
sat and praying where she prayed was an 
honour and a privilege; I am so grateful to 
be have participated in the pilgrimage and 
to be able to continue Catherine’s work in 
some small way. 

Kingsley Edwards, 
Mercy Works: Donor 
development Manager
Having never previously been on a 
pilgrimage, I did not realise just how it 
would enrich my life, both personally 
and professionally, and I am extremely 
grateful for having been granted that 
opportunity. Over those five days 
at the House of Mercy, I developed 
a tangible connection to Catherine 
McAuley and her Mercy ethos. By the 
end of the week, I had gained a deep 
understanding of what a remarkable 
woman she was; and yet I felt she was 
so relatable.

Although she had an abundance of 
“saintly” qualities, I came to know 
Catherine as being an ordinary person 
in many ways - enjoying a good laugh 
and a nice cup of tea, and making 
mistakes. She was a “real” person. 
I was able to readily relate to her 
through the challenges and joys in 
my role at Mercy Works and in my 
personal life.

The pilgrimage affected me in other 
ways. One was her ability to “cast 
light, not shadows on others” which 
resonated with me. Reflecting on her 
approach to daily interactions has 
prompted me to try to do the same 
and to consider how my every word 
and every action impact on others.

Catherine’s original vision for the 
House of Mercy was a place where, 
as a lay person, she could follow the 
path of Mercy set forth by Jesus. By 
subsequently founding the Sisters of 
Mercy, and in conjunction with the 
selfless and talented women who 
have followed her example to this day, 
she created an extraordinary legacy. 
Now, almost 200 years later, her 
Mercy charism is increasingly being 
carried on by lay people, just as it was 
in the beginning. I returned home 
having had a wonderful experience, 
and feeling inspired to play my part 
as a lay member of the worldwide 
Mercy family. 

Back row: Sylvia Williams rsm (Mercy Education Limited), Teresa Holten (Ireland), Katrina Hughes (Ireland), Steve Andrews (St Aloysius 
College, Adelaide), Tracey Rogers (Marist Regional College, Burnie), Patrick Fabian (Marist Regional College,
Burnie), Virginia Hall (Academy of Mary Immaculate, Fitzroy), Colin Hogan (Catherine McAuley College, Bendigo), Carmen Cox (St Brigid’s 
College, Lesmurdie).
Middle row: Helen Hunter (Catholic Schools Office, Lismore), Anne Francis (Ireland), David Beaver (MacKillop Family Services), Marianne 
Bray (St Mary s College, Auckland), Brooke Kilborn (Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg ), Kerry O Sullivan (MacKillop Family Services), 
Tony Hunter (St Brigid s Primary School, Kyogle), Colette Smith (Newfoundland), Ashwin Pillai (Damascus College, Ballarat), Fiona Gray 
(Mercy Health).
Front row: Ilkin Il (MacKillop Family Services), Greg Thompson (MacKillop Family Services), Lila Galvin rsm (Parish, Mackay), Jenny Smith 
(Mercy Health), Steve Bryan (St Catherine s College, Wellington), Karan Smith (Mercy Health), Lorraine McArthur (Sisters of Mercy Governance 
NZ), Jennifer Chirgwin (Catherine McAuley College, Bendigo), Paula Cox (St Joseph s College, Mildura).

July PROGRAMME
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Paula Cox, Director of Catholic Identity 
- St Joseph’s College, Mildura
I could not have had a warmer welcome to the first House of 
Mercy at Baggot Street than the one I received. From the moment 
I entered, I was engulfed with the true Mercy spirit of hospitality 
from the sisters and volunteers. ‘A good cup of tea’ was waiting for 
me with a friendly smile, to spend some time in chatter before the 
week’s work was to begin.

I experienced many ‘thin places’ at the Mercy International Centre, 
Coolock House, and the streets of Dublin where Catherine and 
her sisters ventured. At the end of the first day, I was in awe of 
Catherine’s vision and tenacity. To see that vision come to fruition 
with the help of a few young lay women, Catherine was able to 
raise her adopted children and help those in need whom she 
encountered. Her vision to give a hand up, rather than a hand out, 
enabled women and young girls to have a better future. 

Catherine was a trailblazer of the 1800s. Through her early years 
as an adult and life at Baggot Street, her faith shone through. Her 
trust in God’s plan and support was always at the forefront of her 
vision. Even before the decision to become a sister and start a 
religious order, she had faith in ‘God Alone’.

It amazed me how the first Sisters of Mercy were able to work 
and live in such a tumultuous period with such limited resources 
and still be able to reach out and care for so many women and 
children in need. Each sister had her own gifts to ensure that the 
Spirit of Mercy spread - from visiting the sick, listening to their 
worries, skilling young women to get jobs, clothing and feeding 
young children whilst also teaching people about God’s love. The 
walking sisters were resilient, tough and dedicated to the Spirit of 
Mercy, against all the odds.

Coming up to 200 years since her death, Catherine’s vision of a lay 
led ministry has come full circle. In 1827 Catherine and a few lay 
women started helping those in need from Baggot Street. In 1831 
three sisters of Mercy began the Mercy Order which soon began to 
grow, reaching thirty-two countries today. By 1994 some 23,000 
sisters were working in Mercy ministries around the world and now 
today there are 6,000 sisters and 250,000 women and men in a 
variety of lay ministries caring for those in need. What started with 
the vision of one young lady, Catherine McAuley, has grown into 
a life for a quarter of a million women and men today.  

 

Public speaking contestants demonstrated superior skills and 
talents in verbal communication and the power of speech. 
Debating teams performed to the highest standards using 
well honed arguments and clever rebuttals were offered in 
response. The Voice Choir continued to be the novel event 
of the Festival especially for first time viewers. The standard 
of Choir performances was particularly high this year with 
our regular adjudicators challenged in being able to separate 
finalists and place-getters.

A special feature of this year’s festival was the showcasing of 
Slam Poetry by Sacred Heart College students. A workshop led 
by instructor, Emillie Zoe Baker, provided students from other 
schools with some basic training in Slam Poetry and a small 
group demonstrated their newly found skills at the close of the 
Festival. Consideration will be given to including Slam Poetry in 
the competition in future years.

Congratulations were extended to the staff and students of 
Sacred Heart College for the detailed planning and organisation 
of the Festival, their time, passion and expertise.

We look forward to the 2020 Frayne Speech Festival which will 
be hosted by Emmanuel College, Warrnambool.

Overall results for the 2019 Festival:

PUBLIC SPEAKING  

Winner Clare Walker, Sacred Heart College, Geelong

Runner-up  Amber Sindoni, St Aloysius College,  
North Melbourne

DEBATING

Winner St Aloysius College, North Melbourne

Runner-up Sacred Heart College, Geelong

Best Overall  
Speaker 

Maya Sargent, Sacred Heart College, Geelong

VOICE CHOIR

Winner Emmanuel College, Warrnambool 

Runner-up Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale

Virginia Hall, Academy of Mary 
Immaculate – Executive Assistant
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the Mercy International 
Centre attending the Mercy Ethos programme.

I came away quite awestruck at how much Catherine 
McAuley was ahead of her time – such a pioneer and 
champion of women. She lived in a time of social, 
economic and political oppression, yet she never 
wavered in her determination to provide shelter and 
respite for abused and homeless women – a problem 
we still face today. The word compassion means to 
suffer with – and Catherine certainly did that – “if we 
have experienced God being merciful to us, we can 
show mercy to others”.

Catherine had a passion to relieve the plight of the poor 
and it was infectious. It began with those who worked 
alongside her and continues to this day. After hearing 
the story of Catherine’s life, we were challenged to 
become more passionate about the projects we work 
on and to trust that when we demonstrate a similar 
passion to Catherine’s, others will catch it.  She wasn’t 
just a ‘talker’ – she led by example, working tirelessly to 
teach, not just her fellow Sisters of Mercy, but the poor 
and uneducated who came to Baggot Street.

We learnt that by doing something small in one place, a 
huge mercy effect can occur somewhere else - it is like 
the butterfly effect. We are all part of the Mercy story, 
all linked to the Mercy presence around the world.  We 
were encouraged to have a presence – with God, in 
ministry, to our earth, to each other and to ourselves. 
Step up, get involved and take our place in the Mercy 
Global Presence. As Pope Francis said, “…indifference is 
the greatest cancer in our world today.”

I am very grateful to have been given this once in a 
lifetime opportunity.

N o mat ter how much a person k nows about  Cat herine 
McAuley before arriving in Dublin t here is always 
something else to learn and to wonder at. 

2019 Frayne 
Speech Festival 

Thirteen Mercy schools from around the state attended the 24th annual Frayne Speech Festival on 
Friday 16 August, which this year was hosted by Sacred Heart College, Geelong. There was a real 
buzz from the moment staff and students arrived at the College and the Festival sprang into life with 
exceptional performances from well-rehearsed and well-prepared students. 

s c
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We talked about how in the amount of time that humans have 
been in the world, compared to other species, we have caused 
the most damage and destruction to our planet but how we 
can also create the most peace and bring hope to younger 
generations by trying to do something to help our planet. We 
came up with different plans of small things we can do to help 
the environment within our school, for example, removing 
plastic cutlery and straws from the canteen and providing 
reusable, metal straws. This experience was really eye-opening 
for me. I learnt so much about what I could do and how 
no change that I make in my lifestyle is too small to make 
an impact.

Sally showed us some videos of human existence on earth 
compared to the span of the creation of the earth, and it was 
amazing to realise that we haven’t been here for all that long 
but we have made the greatest impact. It made me want to 
advocate about climate change and how others can make a 
difference.

Phoebe Baillon and Odessa McNamara – Academy of Mary 
Immaculate, Fitzroy

Seeds of Justice Regional Event 2019 
- Planting seeds for a better future.

SEEDS OF JUSTICE CONFERENCE MAY 2019 

September 5 and 6 saw the very successful 7th annual 
Regional Seeds of Justice Event in Anglesea. Eight 
Victorian Mercy Schools and one International Mercy 
School were represented with a total of 44 students and 
12 staff attending. The topic was Mercy – Caring for our 
Common Home. We were delighted to have Sally Neaves 
and Juliet Talarico from the Rahamim Ecology Centre in 
Bathurst NSW facilitate the event. 

Sally and Juliet guided us through the concerns and hopes 
for the environment based on current scientific evidence and 
inspired the students to seek solutions at a local, national and 
international level. Students shared responses in creative ways 
and were able to spend valuable time planning strategies to 
share the message of an ecological conversion of the heart 
with their own school communities.

Students and staff made new friends and found new 
connections in the Mercy family. The beautiful surroundings of 
Araluen Camp in Anglesea were the perfect backdrop for the 
event with the bushland and the beach complementing the 
indoor activities and team discussions. Liturgies and time to 
mingle to make new friends complemented the seriousness 

of information presented on climate change, the affect on all 
of us but especially on ‘the cry of the poor’ with changing sea 
levels, weather events and rising sea temperatures. 

It was exciting to have four students attend from St Teresa’s 
School in Johannesburg, South Africa. The girls have been 
on an international immersion to other Mercy schools and 
were based at Our Lady of Mercy College Heidelberg. It was 
a pleasure to host them and extend Mercy hospitality to them 
and their supervising teacher, Ms Sarah Terry. 

Schools attending were: Sacred Heart College Geelong, Sacred 
Heart College Kyneton, Notre Dame College Shepparton, 
Damascus College Ballarat, Trinity College Colac, Catherine 
McAuley College Bendigo, Our Lady of Mercy College 
Heidelberg, St Teresa’s College Johannesburg and Mercy 
Regional College Camperdown. 

Students were positive and full of hope for the future, 
accepting that each of us has a part to play in educating 
others, sharing knowledge and actively learning how to respect 
all creation, both human and non-human. 

Jo-Anne Saunders, MRC, Camperdown and Regional Seeds of Justice 
Team Member

The Seeds of Justice event was about Our Common Home and how we treat our Earth and the things 
we can do to sustain it. Our facilitators for the event were Sally Neaves and Juliet Talarico from 
Rahamim who came to talk to us about the impact humans are having on the world and what we 
could be doing to be more sustainable. Rahamim Ecology Centre, is an environmental education, 
spirituality and advocacy ministry of the Sisters of Mercy.
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Special Guests included Sr Caroline Ryan RSM, Institute Vicar 
ISMAPNG, Dr Debra Sayce, Executive Director of Catholic 
Education Western Australia, Mercy Education Board Director, 
Mary Retel, current and former members of the College’s 
Advisory Council, Scholarship Donors, former and current 
students, parents, staff members and ‘Friends of St Brigid’s’.

Whilst the day was very much a celebration of 90 years of 
Catholic education, it was also a celebration of the College’s 

Mercy tradition and the legacy left by foundress Catherine 
McAuley and the brave women who left West Perth for the 
Hills 90 years ago.

Two celebratory cakes, each depicting the College in 1929 and 
the present, were cut by Old Girls from the Leaving Classes of 
1941 and 1945 and three of the youngest boys and girls from 
the College’s Kindergarten class.

St Brigid’s College, Lesmurdie WA
Celebrating 90 Years of Mercy Education

Sr Joan Buckham, representing the Mercy Sisters, shared her reflection in the homily 

“The Sisters are no longer a daily presence in the College but all who work here definitely carry the spirit of Mercy in their 
hearts and minds. They believe what Catherine said about women’s example and advice always having an influence, and 
those Principals who have led the College since the Sisters handed over the leadership to Mrs Mary Retel, Dr Amelia Toffoli 
and now Mrs Carmen Cox, are committed to Mercy. Today is the day we give thanks for each of you. Your contribution to 
the life and spirit of St Brigid’s is what has made it what it is. The Sisters of Mercy are grateful and proud of all that has 
been achieved, and never for one minute, do we forget that it was the wonderful spirit of those first Sisters and the many 
that followed, the students, families, staff and all connected with the College that has brought us to this day. It is also the 
Spirit of the God of Mercy and Catherine McAuley hovering over the place at all times.  Let us pray that the motto of the 
College will always remain in our hearts and minds. Virtue alone enobles.”

On Sunday 31 March 2019 a crowd of over 1100 joined St Brigid’s College Lesmurdie in celebrating 
90 years of Mercy Education in the Hills with a beautiful Thanksgiving Mass.

Principal, Carmen Cox, cutting the anniversary cake with past and present students

 Sr Joan Buckham RSM
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Ritual Handover  
of Mercy Convent  
to Mercedes  
College, Perth
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Bunbury Catholic 
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Bunbury, WA
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St Mary’s School commenced in 1880 
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became the Parish Hall. 

St Mary’s College 
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Seymour, VIC 1880
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Sacred Heart 
College
Kyneton, VIC  

1889

s c
St Joseph’s 
College
Mildura, VIC  

1906

Mercedes  
College 
Perth, WA  

1846

St Ann’s College amalgamated to 

Emmanuel 
College
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Immaculate
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Mercy College
Coburg, VIC  
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Affiliated School

Our Lady  
of Mercy 
College
Heidelberg, VIC  
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St Aloysius 
College
North Melbourne, VIC 
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Catholic College Bendigo  
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Catherine 
McAuley College
Bendigo, VIC  
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Mount Lilydale 
Mercy College
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Santa Maria 
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Stella Maris Regional Girls’ College 
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College of Our Lady of the Sea – 
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Padua College
Mornington 1946
Affilliated School
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On 11 June 2019, the Institute of the Sisters 
of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea 
(ISMAPNG) held a ritual to entrust the Convent of 
Mercy, Victoria Square Perth, to Mercedes College. 
It was an emotional ceremony because the 
Convent was the home to so many Mercy Sisters 
over the years. Representatives from students, 
staff and parents also attended the ceremony. 

The College is very grateful to be entrusted with the 
ongoing custodianship of the Convent. It represents the 
rich history of the founding Sisters of Mercy who arrived 
in 1846 to start the Mercy presence in Australia.

The College community will treasure the Convent and the 
Sisters of Mercy will always be welcome to use it. It further 
unites the College community and the Sisters and as 
Catherine said, “The blessing of unity still dwells amongst 
us – and oh what a blessing – it should make all things 
else pass into nothing…”.  The stewardship of the Convent 
means a great deal to the whole College community 
particularly our students past, present and future.

Kerrie Fraser, Principal, Mercedes College

From left, Liturgist, Kerry Willison RSM; MEL Board Chair, Sylvia 
Williams RSM; Community Leader-South A, Moira Truelson RSM; 
Principal, Kerrie Fraser; Institute Leader, Eveline Crotty RSM, 
and Institute Vicar, Caroline Ryan RSM


