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Editorial
With so much happening across Mercy Education 
you will find this a bumper issue capturing much 
news across the schools with opening and 
blessings of new buildings, celebrating significant 
anniversaries and events and hearing of the deep 
spiritual experiences of our staff and student 
pilgrims who went to the heart of Mercy at 
Catherine’s home in Baggot St, Dublin.

Mercy Ethos Coordinator, Carmel Crawford, led 
another group of pilgrims on the Mercy Leadership 
Program and Dublin Pilgrimage in April this year and 
we thank her and those from the Institute, Mercy 
Education, Mercy Health and MacKillop Family 
Services who contributed to this edition. Similarly 
Sr Mary Moloney RSM, accompanied by four staff 
members from across the participating schools, 
delighted in the experience of the 24 young pilgrims 
who walked in the footsteps of Catherine McAuley 
and deepened their appreciation and understanding 
of the call to be Mercy in their world today.

We congratulate all at the Academy of Mary 
Immaculate as they continue their 160th 
anniversary celebrations this year. A highlight was 
the unveiling of the Ursula Frayne bronze statue, 
a replica of the same statue installed at Mercedes 
College Perth last year, celebrating the 170th 
year since the arrival of Ursula Frayne in Australia. 
Ursula Frayne was a pioneering woman, and as 
a contemporary of Catherine McAuley, is our direct 
link to the founding Mercy story.

Congratulations also to Sacred Heart College 
Geelong with the completion of Stage 1 of the 
Court Precinct project. With four more stages 
to go there is much work to be undertaken but 
once completed, a magnificent facility will be 
available for students and staff for learning and 
teaching of Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM). 

Finally congratulations to Lila McInerney on her 
appointment to principalship at Mercy College 
Coburg and to Julie Ryan on her presidency 
and the recent success of the 2017 AMSSA 
Conference held in Melbourne.

With best wishes.

Eugene Lynch 
Editor

Mercy Leadership Program  
          and Dublin Pilgrimage

“Neither here, nor there.” Seamus Heaney

In welcoming this year’s group of pilgrims to the House of Mercy in 
Baggot St Dublin, Mary Reynolds rsm Director of MIA, used excerpts from 
Seamus Heaney’s poem Postscript. She invited the group engage in the 
sometimes uncomfortable, but always insightful stance of the pilgrim: 
to let down our guard; throw off preconceived ideas; be open to new 
insights and encounters with divine. The invitation was to be ‘neither 
here nor there’ but open to hear afresh the stories of mercy old and new 
and allow them to speak to us. This year the group of 28 pilgrims was 
comprised of 6 Sisters of Mercy and 19 Board Directors and Executive 
staff from a number of ISMAPNG ministries including community services, 
education, multimedia, health and aged care, and senior personnel from 
ministries of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta and Aotearoa New Zealand. 

“Place is a space which has historical meanings…which provides continuity 
and identity across the generations…which has established identity defined 
vocation and envisioned destiny.” Walter Brueggemann

Knowing the power of place to inspire the pilgrim, our first days in 
Dublin were spent engaging with the places important in the life 
and ministry of Catherine McAuley and the early women of Mercy. 
The staff at Mercy International Baggot St immersed us in the 
hospitality and story of Mercy as our days with them were spent 
walking, hearing stories, reflecting and sharing insights at Coolock 
House, Baggot St, the streets and lanes of Catherine’s Dublin, visits to 
St Teresa’s Clarendon St and the Presentation Chapel George’s Hill. 

“Leading from within, let your heart speak.” Breege O’Neill rsm 

Drawing on historical stories and contemporary leadership theory, Breege 
O’Neill rsm gifted the group with an engaging presentation on how 
Catherine’s style of leadership can be the inspiration for Mercy leadership 
today. On day four of the pilgrimage we travelled to Glendalough a place 
of great natural beauty, where we had time and space to listen to our 
own hearts during the guided reflection walk. The ancient site holds 

Left: 2017 Pilgrims on their journey at Mercy 
International Centre, Dublin.

the sacred in both the remaining monastic buildings and the earth 
itself, inviting our leaders to discover anew the sacred in their own 
lives and hearts. 

“Work for a world where Mercy and justice meet.”  
Maria McGuiness rsm

The final two days of the pilgrimage were centred on the contemporary 
mission of Mercy. Maria McGuiness rsm and Denise Boyle fmdm, Director of 
the Global Action Program for Mercy International facilitated sessions aimed 
at exploring the contemporary challenges that face leaders in a world crying 
out for Mercy. The pilgrims were challenged to understand the ways in which 
the interconnectedness of the entire created order called them as mercy 
leaders to work for justice in the areas of the displacement of people, the 
degradation of the earth and the trafficking of humans. 

“Catch the heart off guard.” Seamus Heaney

As always, it is the seemingly little things as well as the big that make 
a pilgrimage and ‘catch the heart off guard.’ This year there were many 
moments of fun, joy, gestures of friendship, prayer and reflection, 
shared meals, the extravagant hospitality and welcome of the staff 
at Mercy International and at the Brockagh Centre in Glendalough 
that supported the participants in ‘letting down their guard’ to open 
themselves to new insights, challenges and encounters. 

Participants noted that the program had excited in them a new energy for 
Mercy, and had provided them the challenge of holding the tension between 
faithfulness to this rich historical tradition and the need to adapt in times of 
growth and change in response to emerging needs. As the program drew to 
a conclusion one participant noted, “I feel energised and ready to step back 
into my work in Mercy with a renewed passion and commitment.” Another 
noted, “I feel awakened, the Mercy flame is burning brightly!”

The range and scope of projects that participants have taken on in 
their workplaces is testament to the renewed energy and passion 
for Mercy that Mercy Leadership Program and Dublin Pilgrimage has 
enlivened. There is an evident collaboration and support amongst the 
group of returned pilgrims that will bear fruit for many years to come 
in furthering the mission of Mercy. 

It is a joy and privilege to lead a pilgrimage with so many extraordinary 
and gifted women and men, so I offer my sincere thanks to the 
Institute Leadership Team (ISMAPNG), Elaine Wainright rsm (Executive 
Leader Mission and Ministry) and the Chairs of the Boards of 
Governance of the respective ministries for entrusting me to journey 
with these Mercy leaders. 

Carmel Crawford
Institute Mercy Ethos 
Coordinator Patricia (Tricia) 

McDermott rsm
Sister of Mercy  
ISMAPNG
‘May you travel in an awakened way 
gathered wisely into your inner ground: 
That you may not waste the invitations 
which await along the way to transform you.’

With these words of blessing from the Irish poet John 
O’Donoghue, twenty eight of us were commissioned to 
begin our pilgrimage for the 2017 Mercy Ethos Program. 
It was indeed a time of being awakened to the spirit of 
Catherine McAuley not only in her time, but through the 
sharing of stories from the participants, to see the face of 
Mercy through our Institutions and ministries today.

We heard the freshness of Catherine’s story, situated in 
the reality of the streets of Dublin, her time at Coolock 
and of ‘Kitty’s folly’ in Baggot Street. With her ‘passion for 
God and compassion for the poor’, Catherine’s style of 
leadership enabled the spread of the Mercy spirit in the 
ten years before her death, by which time, there were 
14 houses established and 100 women had joined her, 
even in the midst of so many deaths. We were truly 
inspired by her daring courage and utter faith in God’s 
loving providence.

From the very first day, we were encouraged to “go to the 
edge where our heart will be blown away.” There were 
prophetic words of challenge to us: “When good people 
become silent, they betray principles for the perks that 
perish,” and “have we drifted from our founding purpose to 
the world of indifference and blissful ignorance?” And yet, in 
this world of instant communication, we were reminded of 
Wilberforce’s words that, “we may choose to look the other 
way but we can never say that we did not know.”

In re-examining our institutions and ministries, our way 
of life itself, it was truly a time of pilgrimage, with times 
of silent reflection, group sharing and challenging input. 
We were confronted with the reality of the needs of our 
time, and encouraged to search deeply into our core 
values so that the spirit of mercy continues to be alive in 
our hearts and in our world today.

I feel awakened, the 
Mercy flame  
is burning brightly!”

Front cover: AMI College Captain, Corin Powell 
sits awhile with Ursula.  
photo courtesy casamento photography.
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Brendan Hyde
Head of Catholic Identity
St Aloysius College, North Melbourne
Pilgrim, in your journey 
you may travel far, 
for pilgrim it’s a long way 
to find out who you are… 
  Enya (2000)

There is something both mysterious and grounding about being 
a pilgrim. Mysterious in that being a pilgrim entails something 
of self-discovery; grounding in that it involves being put back 
in touch with that which centers you. For me, the Dublin 
pilgrimage and Leadership program was about discovering 
something new about who I am, and this was both mysterious 
and grounding – I discovered that my home is in Mercy 
anywhere in the world in which I am called to show Mercy.

There were three particular aspects of the pilgrimage that 
brought this home to me. The first was the visit to the Mercy 
International Centre on Baggot Street. What an incredible and 
profound experience to be physically in the House of Mercy 
and to walk the corridors that Catherine herself walked nearly 

200 years ago. I experienced this as a liminal space – a space 
between familiar and the unknown. The familiar was the 
House of Mercy in which I had had the privilege of inhabiting 
over the course of the pilgrimage. The unknown consisted 
of the many challenges of Mercy leadership that are yet to 
confront me. 

The second was the visit to the House at Coolock, where 
Catherine spent many of her formative years as companion 
to Mrs Callaghan. Aside from the fact that the street leading 
to the House at Coolock was titled St Brendan’s Drive (aptly 
named!), it was here that I also experienced Catherine’s 
presence. It was from here that Catherine had put into 
action her practical love for the poor, and there was a very 
real sense in which this love resonated through the walls of 
that iconic house. The visit to Coolock was, for me, a very 
spiritual experience.

And speaking of spiritual experiences, the third aspect of 
the pilgrimage that was significant for me was the visit to 
Glendalough, the home of the spiritual heritage of Ireland. 
This really was a “thin place” where the sacred connects with 
the ordinary. The quiet, rugged stillness and beauty of the lakes 
at Glendalough enabled me to experience the holy ground of 
this “thin place”. The words of Seamus Heaney’s poem still 
ring resonate through me when I recall the walk to St Kevin’s 
cell and his “incident” with the blackbird, “And then there was 
St Kevin and the blackbird/the saint is kneeling, arms stretched 
out, inside his cell…”

I returned to Melbourne re-energised and prepared for the 
many and varied challenges of Mercy leadership, having 
discovered that my home is in Mercy anywhere in the world 
in which I am called to show Mercy. I am extremely grateful to 
Mercy Ethos for providing me with the incredible opportunity. 
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Mercy Leadership Program and Dublin Pilgrimage Cont.

Margery Jackman
Professional Standards Officer 
ISMAPNG

I feel very privileged to have gone on pilgrimage to Dublin as part of the 2017 Mercy Leadership 
Program. As with all pilgrimages, the experience is not so much about “doing” as about “being” – 
in this case, being with Catherine in her house, being with colleagues on the Mercy journey and 
having time to be alone with God.

Like some others on the pilgrimage, this was not my first visit to Baggot Street but it was 
my first in my present position and this put a different perspective on my reflections in 
Catherine’s House. I was particularly inspired by her strength in the face of adversity, her 
dependence on her companions for support and her unshakeable trust in the God.

The two sessions that inspired me most were the presentation by Sister Breege O’Neil on 
Catherine’s Approach to Leadership and that by Sister Maria McGuiness on Living Mercy Today. 
Referring to the work of Parker Palmer, Breege examined the importance of leaders taking 
responsibility for what is going on inside themselves, ”least the act of leadership create more 
harm than good”. She stressed the importance of what she termed the “Inner Work” of Silence, 
Meditation, Journaling and Compassionate Action. Maria focused on the importance of identifying 
our core purpose and articulating our Mercy values in a form that guides our purpose, gives our 
mission “soul” and provides a unifying centre for all regardless of role or status. I found both of 
these presentations inspiring and challenging.

Perhaps the most valuable aspect of the pilgrimage for me was the time to just ‘be’ with 
God. Back at work, in my often challenging day, I close my eyes and recapture the serenity of 
Glendalough, my daily walk amongst the tulips and Horse Chestnut trees in St Stephen’s Green 
and time sitting with Patrick Kavanagh on the bank of the Grand Canal. These special memories 
continue to inspire and encourage me in what can be very confronting work and I give thanks 
to God and to the Institute for the blessings of the pilgrimage which live on in my soul.



Liana Strutt
Deputy Principal
Mercedes College, Perth
‘Mercy – the Business of Our Lives’

When I was told I would be travelling to Dublin to visit the Sisters 
of Mercy at Baggot Street, I knew the experience would prove to be 
a great privilege. I had worked with colleagues who attended the 
pilgrimage and each one talked about the transformative nature of 
the week which, for each of them, was entirely unique and personal. 
Indeed, the pilgrimage was a profound experience that showed me 
what the power of love, community and resilience can achieve. I am 
not sure Catherine would have envisaged a worldwide organisation 
that operates on all continents. 

As a burgeoning leader, the work she started had as its core business the 
care of the poor and vulnerable. The provision of a Catholic education 
was her chief method of empowerment. I learnt that while you may start 
with a small following, a capacity to have good, strong relationships and an 
unwavering faith in God will move you through all sorts of challenges and 
joys. In addition to this, to spend time not only with Mercy educators, but 
with health care workers, aged care workers and advocates for the poor in 
Australia put me in contact with a range of talented and generous people 
with diverse qualifications and experiences who work for Mercy.

The pilgrimage was so aptly titled ‘The Business of our Lives’, as 
working in the Mercy charism does permeate every part of our activity, 
particularly in the area of work. And this is where I see the work of 
Mercy becoming vocation, or ‘the call’. I had not really thought about 
it before, but my work in education requires a level of commitment 
and courage to face the demands of a 21st century global and digital 
existence. The week in Dublin offered me an opportunity to slow down, 
take a breath and learn about the courageous and eventful life of 
Catherine McAuley. I discovered this woman was a great wordsmith who 
used language to great effect. Her commitment and courage gave me 
perspective about social justice issues which we still face and certainly 
witness in school environments.

‘Catherine in the Classroom’ is a project I will pursue in my role as 
a Deputy Principal – how can we best serve all students, including 
those at the margins, within our environment? I am particularly proud 
to work at a school still on its original site in the centre of Perth, founded 
in 1846. The foresight of Catherine and the courage of Sister Ursula 
Frayne, who was sent to Perth to serve the needs of children, has led 
to the establishment of one of the most sought after schools in Perth. 
And why do so many desire to send their daughters here? Because 
of its rich history, its commitment to personal excellence in learning, 
its liturgical offerings and, most of all, its reputation as a school of 
inclusivity. As I sat in the Mercy International Centre in Baggot Street, 
I wondered what Catherine would make of the school that flourishes 
today. I believe she would be amazed and proud in equal measure. 
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Mercy Leadership Program and Dublin Pilgrimage Cont.

Michael Taylor
Manager Pastoral Services 
(Aged Care)
Mercy Health 
In her warm welcome to our Dublin Pilgrimage group at the 
Mercy International Centre, Mary Reynolds rsm invited us think 
of our Pilgrimage as a time when ‘neither here nor there’ our 
hearts can be ‘caught off guard and blown open’. Drawing from 
Irish poet Seamus Heaney, Mary gave us a powerful image to 
hold as we embarked on this special time together. 

As I reflect on all that we experienced, there were many blessed 
moments for me. Spending time in the original House of Mercy 
which Catherine McAuley established in 1827 was very special. 
I could picture Catherine in each room: teaching the many poor 
girls of Dublin, offering them opportunity and hope; sitting at 
her wooden desk writing letters of advice and encouragement 
to Sisters in new communities; spending time in the chapel 
praying to her God, Catherine McAuley, the incredibly generous, 
visionary, and courageous woman that she was, came alive for 
me as I walked in her footsteps at Baggot Street. 

Listening to the talks from many gifted Sisters and being with 
the Sisters of Mercy who were part of our Pilgrimage group as 
they renewed their vows at George’s Hill Presentation Convent 
where Catherine did her novitiate, I found myself marvelling at 
the incredible contribution the Sisters have made, and continue 
to make, in building a more caring world. I recalled with 

fondness and gratitude all the Sisters who have been part of 
my own life and education.

Glendalough, the home of St Kevin’s ancient monastery, was 
a stunning place, aglow with so many shades of Irish green. 
Walking through this beautiful part of the world, I found myself 
being challenged to respond to the urgent ‘cry of the earth’ at 
this critical time in our history. 

It was wonderful to share this Pilgrimage with a talented group 
of leaders from Mercy Health where I work and from many 
other Mercy ministries across Australia and New Zealand. 
We met during Module 1 as strangers but quickly became 
‘companions on the journey’ as we shared stories and listened 
to each other’s experiences. It will be good to reconnect with 
everyone in July for Module 3 when we will share our project 
ideas for enriching our particular ministries so that the flame of 
Mercy continues to burn brightly for those most in need today.

Catherine once said that “the ardour of our zeal depends 
on the depth of our gratitude”. So I give thanks for being 
offered this wonderful Pilgrimage experience and would like 
to acknowledge the outstanding job done by Carmel Crawford 
and Natalie Acton from the Mercy Ethos Office for being 
so attentive to every detail on our Pilgrimage and to all at 
the Mercy International Centre for their generous and warm 
hospitality. My heart was blown open and for that I am most 
grateful. Thank you.

Alan (Al) Curtain
Board Director
MacKillop Family Services
“There is really no such thing as the voice-less. There are 
only the deliberately silenced or the preferably unheard.”

This is the quote I kept coming back to read from 
Arundahti Roy after being in Ireland with Mercy Leaders 
from around Australia and New Zealand. 

I was so inspired and challenged by Catherine’s story! 
How could someone who inherited a fortune from her 
foster parents choose to give it all away in order to be 
with the deliberately silenced and the preferably unheard? 
Why did she choose to be professed as a Religious at 
53yrs of age? I “sat” with these questions and many 
more. I found myself listening, praying and then dancing 
in Catherine’s home in Baggot St, Dublin. It was an 
experience that will stay with me for the rest of my life. 
I thank the Board of Mackillop Family Services, the Sisters 
of Mercy and the wider Mercy family and in a special 
way all those leaders who were part of this “business of 
our lives”. 

For us at MacKillop, Catherine’s story is one of three 
founders which also includes Edmund Rice and 
Mary MacKillop – all three had a unique “magnetic” 
personality and were not afraid to speak truth to power. 
May those of us who choose to follow in their steps 
continue to do the same. 
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cherish forever. I highly suggest Academy girls embrace this 
opportunity with open arms and open minds. 

Sofia Perri, Year 11, Academy of Mary Immaculate

It is always a fantastic experience to surround yourself with 
like-minded people who are passionate about the same 
things you are and you help each other to learn and grow. 
Having Sr Elizabeth come and talk to us was quite an exciting 
experience, being a young nun with a circus background. 
She taught us about hope and mercy by making a human 
pyramid, something many of us were very hesitant to do but 
we succeeded and her message really came through. 

The placements by far are always my favourite part. This year 
was to Mercy Place, an aged care home. This experience will 
truly be something I cherish for a very long time. Spending 
time with people who have so much knowledge and wisdom 
to share was such an honour. They were so excited for us to 
be there with them and it was quite eventful playing charades 
and singing with them. Seeds always opens my eyes to the 
things I may have forgotten and I always come home with new 
ideas, new memories and new friends. 

Michelle Francis, Year 11, Academy of Mary Immaculate

The Seeds of Justice conference was an extremely meaningful, 
worthwhile experience, allowing us to broaden our understanding 
about what it is meant by ‘mercy’ and particularly its place 
in today’s society regarding social justice. By taking part in 
various engaging experiences and activities, which included 
our placements at different organisations, we were given 
an opportunity to reflect, as well as create friendships with  
like-minded students from other Mercy schools.

Theresa-An Ho, Year 11,  
St Aloysius College, North Melbourne

Coming to the Seeds of Justice conference I wasn’t quite sure 
what to expect. I certainly wasn’t disappointed. We climbed to 
new heights with Sr Elizabeth, who showed us how to perform 
acrobatics. She demonstrated through these exercises that just 
as everyone is needed in a human pyramid, everyone needs 
to give mercy so that we can work together to make a change 
in the world. In the evening, we were allowed to pick one of 
four placements. I chose to go to the Mercy Aged Care East 
Melbourne facility. Some of us were taken to the dementia ward 
and although at first we felt quite uncomfortable, we managed 
to develop good conversation with a couple of residents. 
Overall, I found my experience worthwhile and enjoyable.

Breana Galea, Year 10, St Aloysius College,  
North Melbourne

There was a real buzz from the moment staff 
and students converged at Holy Cross Centre 
Templestowe for the May Seeds of Justice Conference. 
Forty-four students from Mercy schools across 
Victoria gathered. Schools included; Academy of Mary 
Immaculate, Fitzroy; Sacred Heart College, Geelong; 
St Aloysius College, North Melbourne; Sacred Heart 
College, Kyneton; Mount Lilydale Mercy College, 
Lilydale; St Joseph’s College, Mildura; Our Lady of 
Mercy College, Heidelberg; Notre Dame College, 
Shepparton; Mercy College, Coburg and Damascus 
College, Ballarat. The beginning of new friendships 
with like-minded students, working together to 
consider their response to the call of Mercy.

Staff Reflections
Five students from Year 10 attended the Seeds of Justice event 
on the 18th and 19th May. Werner Kurth, Eddy Bourke, Emily 
Zmegac, Hailey Stephens and Grace Clinton were selected to 
represent the college at this event, and return with ideas of 
how they can bring some of their experiences back and enrich 
our own college community.

The event began with two sessions led by Sr Elizabeth Young 
rsm, who is one of the younger Sisters of Mercy. Sr Elizabeth 

recently made her final vows and very quickly created a rapport 
with all the students present. She is from South Australia and 
has worked in number of different areas, including youth 
ministry, prisons and detention centres. Nowadays Sr Elizabeth 
is living in Melbourne and studying a Master of Theology. 
The surprising element for our students was Sr Elizabeth’s 
degree in Circus Arts, which she used to teach students a sense 
of community and dependence on each other. This taught 
students the importance of building trust, relying on others and 
becoming a person that can be relied upon.

On the evening of the first day, students participated in social 
justice placements including the Olympic Village, West Heidelburg, 
Exodus Community, West Heidelberg; Big Group Hug, Rosanna; 
Mercy Care, East Melbourne; and Mercy Care, Montrose. 
Each student brought the skills they already possessed, such as 
Grace’s acrobatic abilities and Werner’s musical talents, to their 
placements to entertain and be of service to those who frequent 
these organisations. Practically taking part in these activities 
showed the students just what a difference they can make, and 
they are now planning ways in which they can minister to our 
own communities.

Sr Anila Isaac rsm and Rebecca Doyle,  
Mount Lilydale Mercy College

Student Reflections 
Attending the Seeds of Justice camp last week was an 
amazing experience. I was able to listen to and engage in 
conversation with insightful guest speakers including the 
wise words of the newly professed Mercy Sister, Sr Elizabeth 
Young, who showed us ways in which we can show Mercy 
to others within our own communities. 

I was able to meet and exchange ideas with like-minded 
students around Victoria who are also striving for social 
justice. It was an eye opening experience and one I will 

Seeds of Justice  
‘Mercy: Sowing the Seeds of Hope’
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Seeds of Justice Conference 18 & 19 May 2017

Sr Elizabeth Young rsm



Young Mercy Leaders 
Pilgrimage 2017

Students and teachers from various Mercy 
Schools in Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia, together with students from United 
Kingdom, United States, Ireland and Belize in 
Central America embarked on a journey of 
a lifetime as participants in the 2017 Young 
Mercy Leaders Pilgrimage.

The Australian contingency, led by Sister Mary Moloney 
rsm, consisted of 24 students from 13 Mercy schools, 
accompanied by five members of staff. Participating colleges 
included: Mercedes College, Perth; Academy of Mary 
Immaculate, Fitzroy; Sacred Heart College, Geelong; Catholic 
College Bendigo; St Aloysius College, Adelaide; St Aloysius 
College, North Melbourne; Sacred Heart College, Kyneton; 
Mt Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale; St Joseph’s College, 
Mildura; Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg; Emmanuel 
College, Warrnambool; Notre Dame College, Shepparton 
and Mercy College, Coburg. 

Of these colleges, Notre Dame College, Shepparton and 
St Aloysius College, Adelaide were first time participants. 
The local students joined with pilgrims from around the 
world and lots of friendships were forged.

The four day program was held at Mercy International 
Centre, Baggot St, Dublin, Ireland. The theme for 2017 
was, ‘Let Mercy be our badge of honour.’ Students toured 
Catherine’s House, the first house of Mercy, which provided 
a perfect backdrop for walking in the footsteps of Catherine 
McAuley. This provided a unique opportunity to experience 
her legacy and generosity as well as learn the work of many 

of the Sisters of Mercy around the world. The students 
rotated through a number of activities, workshops, videos, 
presentations, prayers and liturgies bringing the group closer 
together and forming life-long friendships. The workshops 
ranged from Leadership, Discernment, Mindfulness, Mime 
and Art. Each of the workshops provided the students 
a chance to build relationships, broaden their understanding 
of the world and interact with like-minded leaders. They were 
treated to a workshop on Irish dancing, bringing much fun 
and laughter. 

Throughout the program the students were challenged to 
reflect on life skills and attitudes they need to have as young 
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leaders; a sense of hope, critical thinking and a merciful heart. 
They reflected on the greatest gift they can give to others – 
to embody Mercy in all their interactions. At the conclusion 
of the pilgrimage each delegation organised an action plan 
which will provide a focus for their future endeavours.

The Australian pilgrims then travelled to Rome to visit various 
religious sites, including a visit to Florence and attending their 
own special Mass at the tomb of Pope John Paul II in St Peter’s 
Basilica in one of the small chapels. 

Below: Australian pilgrims gather around the statue of 
Catherine McAuley at Mercy International Centre, Dublin.
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Academy community acknowledging all that has been achieved 
over the last 160 years,” she said.

The centrepiece of the celebration was the unveiling of the 
sculpture of Ursula Frayne that had been sculpted by Gael 
O’Leary. Fittingly, the figure of Ursula is made from the same 
design as one unveiled on Foundation Day last year at the Mercy 
Heritage Centre, Perth. Both capture the essence of Ursula the 
Traveller, which is represented by the trunks. The sculpture at the 
Academy also features a violin and a set of books representing 
education and music, which were both important to Ursula and 
the Sisters of Mercy. A chair near the sculpture beckons students 
and staff to ‘Come and sit a while with Ursula’. As part of the 
project, new gardens have been planted in what is now an 
inviting and peaceful place within the Academy.

In speaking about the sculpture, Institute Vicar, Annette 
Schneider rsm, representing the Institute Leadership Team 
who funded the project,  said “Ursula was a person for our 
time, not just 160 years ago”.

The Academy’s fine legacy of music was showcased as part 
of the ceremony. It included music as diverse as ‘Ave Maria’ 
to ‘Jurassic Park’ and Gershwin.

Extracts taken from:

http://www.academy.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/fx-view-article.
cfm?loadref=23&id=117

http://institute.mercy.org.au/academy-of-mary-immaculate-celebrates-160-years/ 

 

ACADEMY OF MARY IMMACULATE 
CELEBRATES 160 YEARS

On 20th April 2017, one hundred and sixty 
years to the day, the Academy of Mary 
Immaculate celebrated their foundation with 
the unveiling of a statue of their first Principal, 
Mother M Ursula Frayne.
A day that will long be remembered as the day the Academy 
community was invited to ‘Come and sit awhile with Ursula’. 
A large crowd including Sisters, students, teachers and 
representatives of many parts of the Academy community 
gathered for a twofold celebration; a celebration of the life of 
a remarkable woman, Ursula Frayne, and a celebration of the 
history of a unique College.

In addressing the gathering, Principal, Mary Moloney rsm 
said that as we celebrate 160 years, we do so aware that 

these celebrations would not be taking place were it not 
for a certain woman, ‘someone who made a difference 
everywhere she went’.

“Ursula was an extraordinary person, resolute, unafraid, a leader 
in every sense of the word. She was a pioneer educator, 
welfare worker, a business woman, a musician and advocate 
for the poor and the needy, but most importantly she was 
a woman of Mercy – in fact it is this latest quality that most 
fully defines her”.

The Academy was not only the first school founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy in Victoria but it is the oldest girls’ secondary 
College in Victoria.

“Today we also celebrate the Mercy legacy that has been 
handed down to us over the journey. It is with confidence that 
I believe we can say that the College has remained true to our 
Mercy heritage…in fact I think if Mother Ursula Frayne were 
here today she would be smiling and would be proud of the 

... but most importantly she 
was a woman of Mercy...
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Annette Schneider rsm (Institute Vicar), Lucy Molony (Board Chair, Mercy Education), Corin Powell (College Captain), Gael O’Leary (Sculptor) 
and Mary Moloney rsm (Principal).

College Captain, 
Corin Powell.
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This annual event was established in 1996 by Mount Lilydale 
Mercy College in its centenary year and is named after Mother 
Ursula Frayne, the foundress of Mercy Education in Perth, 
WA and Fitzroy, VIC. The festival is held on a rotational basis 
across Mercy schools and this year it was managed and hosted 
superbly by the Academy of Mary Immaculate as part of its 
160th Anniversary celebrations. 

Congratulations were extended to the host College, all students 
who participated and the teachers who provided their time, 
commitment and expertise. There was much excitement as 
winners and runners-up were announced and as the awards 
and prizes were presented by Mercy Education Chief Executive, 
Christopher Houlihan.

Overall results for the 2017 Festival:

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Winner  Rosie Bourne, Sacred Heart College,  
  Geelong, Victoria

Runner-up  Amy Myers, St Brigid’s College,  
  Lesmurdie WA 

DEBATING 
Winner  Sacred Heart College, Geelong, VIC

Runner-up  Emmanuel College, Warrnambool, VIC

Best Overall Speaker Tiffany Dang, Academy of Mary  
   Immaculate, Fitzroy, VIC

VOICE CHOIR 
Winner  St Aloysius College,  
  North Melbourne, VIC

Runner-up  Mount Lilydale Mercy College,  
  Lilydale, VIC

The 2018 Frayne Speech Festival will be hosted by  
Notre Dame College, Shepparton, VIC.

Frayne Speech 
Festival 2017

What a wonderful occasion it was on 18 August when students from fifteen Mercy colleges across 
Western Australia, South Australia and Victoria gathered at the Academy of Mary Immaculate for 
the 2017 Frayne Speech Festival. There was a wonderful spirit of competition on the day, including 
voice choir, public speaking and debating and the level of competition was of the highest quality.

There was much 
excitement as winners 
and runners-up were 
announced...

WInner Debating – Sacred Heart College, Geelong.

Runner-up Voice Choir – Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale

Winner Voice Choir – St Aloysius College, North Melbourne.

Runner-up Debating – Emmanuel College Warrnambool, Jacob Pope, Noah Steel, 
Liam Mahony, Zara Lukeis and Finn Laidler.

Voice Choir Medals
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Above: Voice Choir Adjudicators Angelo De 
Cata, Patricia Olson and Kristine Desai.

Right: Students from Our Lady of Mercy 
College, Heidelberg enjoying the festival.

Public Speaking – Amy Myers (Runner-up), 

St Brigid’s College, Lesmurdie WA and Winner 

Rosie Bourne, Sacred Heart College, Geelong.

2017
Eligibility Rules 

Adjudication

The 2017 Festival will be hosted by the 
Academy of Mary Immaculate  – 18 August 2017
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Sacred Heart College Geelong celebrated the 
official blessing of Stage 1 of The Court Precinct 
on Thursday 10 August. 

Fr James Clarke, new Parish Priest of St Mary of The Angels, 
officiated proceedings with over 120 guests in attendance, 
including the Sisters of Mercy, Chair of the Mercy Education 
Board, Lucy Molony, Mercy Education Board Director, Prof 
Anne Hunt and Executive Officer, Eugene Lynch, donors and 
supporters of the College, members of the College Advisory 
Council, architects McGlashan Everist, builders E J Lyons, 
College staff and parents. Also in attendance were stained glass 
window artists, Kevin Foley and David Watt.

As though perfectly timed, the sun shone brightly through the 
magnificent new stained glass window during the blessing 
as the student choir performed songs from a beautiful liturgy 
prepared by the College’s Ministry team.

Principal, Anna Negro, addressed the guests and noted, “Our 
aim has been and continues to be to provide the best possible 
learning environment for students. Our challenge as educators 
is to provide an education that will equip students for a future 
which is yet to be imaged. We know it will be a future where 

jobs in greatest demand do not currently exist and where 
technologies that have not been invented will solve problems 
we are yet unaware of. We have built a facility where the best 
of learning and teaching in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics can be interwoven with the best of learning 
and teaching in the arts because we know this is where 
innovation and creativity meet”.

The first of three stages of the new Court Precinct will facilitate 
learning from one discipline to another, enabling students 
to engage in open-ended projects encouraging them to 
problem solve and engage in ‘learning by doing’ through 
experimentation, interaction and collaboration.

Following the official proceedings, the guests joined Principal, 
Anna Negro in toasting to ‘powerful learning’ in the new 
building before enjoying some hospitality and a tour of the 
new facility. 

Stained Glass Window 
The Court Precinct is a place where creativity and innovation 
meet. For Sacred Heart College, it marks the beginning of our 
journey of transformation from an industrial learning institution 
to a Learning Village. It is the place where science, technology, 
engineering, art and mathematics meet and where we will 
educate our girls for the life they will live. 

Artists, Kevin Foley and David Watt, have captured this concept 
in this magnificent stained glass window by recognising that 
this space is dynamic, movement is constant and energy 
abounds. The imagery is in a constant state of flux. The symbols 
for mathematics, science, technology and art are layered and 
interspersed, crossing over and influencing one another.

The cog became a central motif for the window. It is a symbol of 
many small parts working together. There is strength in individual 
parts but combined they work as a unified entity. Symbols 
representing various disciplines of learning are again interspersed 
throughout the design and create a global all-inclusive vision of 
the space occupied by the window. What you see is the coming 
together of many parts into one, creating a central meeting place 
for the Sacred Heart College Learning Village.

Accordingly, the symbols of meeting or gathering from our 
indigenous heritage feature; these symbols acknowledge the 

Wadawurrung people of the Kulin Nation, the first custodians 
of the land on which this school was built. This story and 
that of Mercy unite with two key images that are symbols for 
enlightenment and creativity – the dove – a symbol for the 
Holy Spirit, which in conjunction with the cloud represents 
the presence of God, and Bunjil, the Creator Spirit from 
indigenous mythology.

The glue that holds all the elements of STEAM together is 
creativity, and so the emotive force of colour and movement 
throughout the panels unify the design.

A quote by Albert Einstein, which is in the design, states, 
“the most beautiful thing we can experience is the 
mysterious. It is the source of all true art and all science”.

Sacred Heart  
College Geelong

From left: Kevin Foley, Martin Ching,  
Anna Negro and David Watt.

Our aim has been and  
cont inues to be to provide t he best possible 
learning environment for students.
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The Court Precinct – 
Stage 1 Blessing
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Over three days, between 130 and 150 people 
gathered at the Catholic Leadership Centre, East 
Melbourne for the AMSSA Biennial Conference 
2017. There were representatives from over 
40 Mercy schools in Australia, New Zealand 
and Papua New Guinea, from Mercy Education, 
Sr Annette Schneider RSM from ISMAPNG, 
Sr Loreto Conroy RSM from the Sisters of Mercy, 
North Sydney and Sr Ailsa Mackinnon RSM from 
Mercy Works as well as a large number of 
keynote and workshop presenters. 

Julie Ryan, President of AMSSA and Sr Loreto Conroy rsm on 
behalf of the Australian and New Zealand Leaders welcomed 
the delegates. The fist keynote speaker was Sr Elizabeth 
Dowling rsm who had been a teacher in secondary schools 
and adult education contexts and who is now lecturing in 
biblical studies at the ACU. Sr Elizabeth’s address was titled 
“Our Centre is God” taking it from what Catherine McAuley 
wrote in her retreat instructions. Sr Elizabeth concluded by 
saying that our schools needed to be centred in God and 
students need to have the opportunity to know the God of 
Mercy in the gospel stories.

The second day of the Conference began with prayer in 
the courtyard followed by a keynote address given by Prof 
Br David Hall fms, a Marist Brother and the Dean of the 
La Salle Academy for Faith Formation and Religious Education 
at the ACU. Br David was a Catholic school educator, filling 
roles as teacher, Director of Mission and Principal. Br David’s 
address was titled “Navigating the Swamp: a call to be more 
mystical and prophetic”. He spoke of the turbulent times 
in which we live on so many fronts and particularly for the 
Catholic Church dealing with losing numbers and the Royal 
Commission and its aftermath. At the same time, while 
Pope Francis is popular, there is uncertainty about where 
the Church is heading. It will be young people who will call 
us to be renewed. Br David suggested that there is a need 
for prophets who will show us a new way, say no to their 
society and condemn habits and assumptions, complacency 
and waywardness. 

On the afternoon of the second day, delegates were offered 
a range of experiences beyond the Conference venue: the 
Mercy Trail where delegates visited some of the historical and 
contemporary Mercy sites in Melbourne; the National Gallery 
Wellspring Experience where delegates looked at a range of 
works of art from ancient civilisations to contemporary art; the 
Islamic Museum, the first of its kind in the Western world and 
the Jewish Museum: Courage of Care program which uses the 
stories of Holocaust survivors and the “Righteous Among the 
Nations” to promote respect for diversity, a spirit of mercy and 
a belief that ordinary people are capable of extraordinary acts.

The keynote speaker on the final day of the Conference 
was Dr Maeve Heaney vdmf, a consecrated member of 
the Verbum Dei Community and a lecturer in theology at 
the ACU. A musician and composer, she has led schools of 
evangelisation, retreats and spiritual exercises and taught 
around the world. The title of her address was “Centering our 
Lives: Music as a form of presence and surrender to God in 
Christ”. Dr Maeve Heaney through beautiful song and music 
was able to engage and challenge her audience.

The last session of the Conference was a panel session with 
four Sisters of Mercy facilitated by Patricia Bergin. The four 
Sisters were Sr Patricia Powell rsm, Sr Elizabeth Young rsm, 
Sr Margaret Broadbent rsm and Sr Michelle Goh rsm. What was 
most striking about the panel discussion was how different the 
backgrounds and experiences of each of the Sisters were. 

Our Conference concluded with the delegates gathering in 
the nearby church for Mass. The celebrant was Bishop Mark 
Edwards OMI. Thank you to the staff of St Aloysius College, 
North Melbourne who organised the Mass and the students 
for their participation and the beautiful music. 

Thank you to all who attended the 2017 AMSSA 
Conference from all Australian states, New 
Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Thank you 
to our organising Committee: Julie Ryan, Marg 
Blythman, Patricia Bergin, Craig Holmes, Kitty 
Guerin and Michelle Cotter. Thank you to our 
keynote speakers and workshop presenters. 
Thank you, in particular, to Candice Wilson, 
Julie Ryan’s PA who worked so efficiently and 
tirelessly over the past nine months. The great 
attendance and participation ensured the 
success of the Conference. We now look forward 
to coming together again in Sydney in 2019.

At the 2017 AMSSA Biennial General Meeting, 
Paddy McEvoy, Principal of St Aloysius College, 
Adelaide, was nominated as President of AMSSA 
for 2017–2019.

The meeting endorsed the following state/
country representatives for the Executive:

• Gilda Pussich, OLMC Burraneer, NSW

•  Paulina Skerman, St Patrick’s College,  
Townsville, QLD

•  Paddy McEvoy, St Aloysius College, Adelaide, SA

•  Kerrie Fraser, Mercedes College, Perth, WA

•  Brian Turner, Catholic College Bendigo, VIC/TAS

•  Deborah Brosnahan, Villa Maria College, 
Christchurch, New Zealand.

The 2019 AMSSA Conference will be held in 
Sydney and will be hosted by Monte Sant’ 
Angelo Mercy College, North Sydney. The theme 
of the conference will have a global perspective.

Kitty Guerin
AMSSA Executive Officer
(Extracts taken from AMSSA Conference Report by Kitty Guerin)

Spirit of Mercy 
Sustaining the Spirit of Mercy

1 4 T H  B I E N N I A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  T H E  A u s t r a l a s i a n  m e r c y  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  a s s o c i a t i o n

Sustaining the Spirit of Mercy
1 4 T H  B I E N N I A L

A M S S A  C O N F E R E N C E

M E L B O U R N E  V I C T O R I A  3 - 5  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7

Shining lights 

giving light  

to all around us

The wellspring  

of joy, serenity 

and peace…

Spirit of Mercy 

AMSSA Conference 2017
3–5 AUGUST MELBOURNE

‘SUSTAINING THE SPIRIT OF MERCY’

...our schools needed to be centred in God and 
students need to have the opportunity to know the 
God of Mercy in the gospel stories.

Prof Br David Hall fmsDr Maeve Heaney and Sam Weir, SHC KynetonSr Elizabeth Dowling rsm

Below: AMSSA Delegates including Julie Ryan AMSSA President (right).

Above: AMSSA Delegates  
including Paddy McEvoy, Christine 

Simpson from SAC Adelaide and Paulina 
Skerman, St Patrick’s College, Townsville.
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Sacred Heart 
College
Geelong, VIC  

1860

St Brigid’s 
College
Lesmurdie, WA 
1929

Sacred Heart College amalgamated to 

Notre Dame  
College
Shepparton, VIC

1902
Affiliated School

Sacred Heart 
College
Kyneton, VIC  

1889

St Joseph’s 
College
Mildura, VIC  

1906

Mercedes  
College 
Perth, WA  

1846

St Ann’s College amalgamated to 

Emmanuel 
College
Warrnambool, VIC 1872
Co-sponsored College

St Aloysius 
College
Adelaide, SA  

1880

MERCY

Academy of Mary 
Immaculate
Fitzroy, VIC  

1857

Mercy College
Coburg, VIC  

1965
Affiliated School

Our Lady  
of Mercy 
College
Heidelberg, VIC  

1910

St Aloysius 
College
North Melbourne, VIC 

1887

Catholic 
College  
Bendigo
Bendigo, VIC  

1876

Mount Lilydale 
Mercy College
Lilydale, VIC  

1896

Santa Maria 
College
Attadale WA  

1937

Mercy Regional 
College
Camperdown, VIC
1973  
Affilliated School

Catholic College 
Wodonga
Wodonga, VIC
1979  
Affilliated School

Stella Maris Regional Girls’ College 
amalgamated to 

marist regional 
college 
Burnie, TAS  

1900 
Affilliated School

 College of Our Lady of the Sea – 
1898 / Padua Preparatory House 
for Little Boys – 1899; amalgamated 
to Padua College, Mornington 1946 

Padua College
Mornington 1946
Affilliated School
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Lila McInerney
Principal
Mercy College, Coburg

On Tuesday 18 July, the Mercy College community at 
Coburg welcomed new Principal Ms Lila McInerney 
with a lovely start of Semester Mass celebrated by 
Fr Shane Hoctor and fellow Canonical Administrators. 
During the Blessing by Fr Shane, Sisters Maureen and 
Ursula sprinkled the blessed holy water on Lila. MEL 
Board Director, Mrs Liz Monahan, who is a former long-
standing Principal at the College, was also welcomed 
back to the Mercy community. Mrs Jenni Hickey, who 
was Acting Principal for Term 2 after Dr Michelle Cotter 
completed her tenure, was thanked by Fr Shane for her 
superb guidance of the school in the interim period.

Lila is a woman of great faith and knows the 
importance of building a strong Catholic learning 
environment where young women and staff can 
achieve their very best. She brings over 20 years of 
experience working in a number of Catholic colleges. 
Lila has a proven record of leadership in Catholic 
education and is a gifted and talented educator who 
has authored and co-authored several publications.

In her first College newsletter as Principal, Lila 
expressed her genuine appreciation for the warmth of 
welcome she received from the College community:

“So I’m here now! I’ve been welcomed, I now know 
many of you by name, and I feel like I belong.

I feel as though I’m one of us. I say with pride that 
‘I am Mercy’. So, ...I better get to work!

Let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy 
of God.”

All at Mercy Education offer their congratulations 
to Lila and look forward to working with her and 
supporting her in her role of leading the young 
women and staff at Mercy College. 

Mercy College  
Coburg  

Commissioning of 
New Principal


