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This edition of the Mercy Ed newsletter
features accounts from participants of the 2011
biennial Mercy Ethos Programs held earlier
this year in Dublin, Ireland. The two programs
held in April and May 2011 bring the number
of pilgrims from across Australia and New
Zealand who have experienced this wonderful
immersion experience to nearly two hundred.
I am sure you will enjoy their stories and
significant moments.

Once again the Seeds of Justice program has
brought together students from across the
Mercy sponsored, co-sponsored and affiliated
schools to discern more deeply the meaning of
mercy and to share in placement experiences
in various Mercy and other Catholic ministries.
Keynote speakers for the recent student event
were Sisters Kaye Evans, Cathy Solano and
Marie Doolan, who touched the hearts of our
students in relating stories of their ministry
work both here and abroad. In the final edition
of the Mercy Ed this year, we will hear more
from our student with their experiences of their
time at Baggot Street at Catherine McAuley’s
founding house leading up to WYD in Madrid.
Finally other articles in this edition include
accounts of the recent AMSSA Conference
held in Perth, the 2011 Frayne Speech Festival
hosted by OLMC Heidelberg and a tribute to
long serving staff member at MLMC Lilydale,
Irene McClue.
Until next time,
Eugene Lynch
Editor
MERCY ETHOS PROGRAM – DUBLIN 2011
APRIL PROGRAM (front cover)
From Front Row (left to right)
Mr Dean Stevenson, Mr James Fitzpatrick, Sr Joan Sibberas rsm,
Ms Antonioa Caridi, Mrs Carmel Crawford, Mr Michael Owen
Ms Julie Reid, Ms Puamiria Maaka, Sr Anne Priestley rsm, Mr Peter Daw,
Mrs Sharon Lehtonen, Mr Denis Moriarty, Ms Joanne Rix, Ms Suzanne
Cavanagh, Ms Karen Fogarty
Sr Maureen Sexton rsm, Mr Craig Holmes, Ms Julianne Bullen,
Ms Helen Perriman, Ms Jo-Anne Saunders, Mrs Virginia Bourke
Mrs Judy Blessing, Sr Annette Schneider rsm, Mrs Mary Klasen,
Ms Jenny Hickey
MAY PROGRAM (front cover)
From Front Row (left to right)
Sr Carmel Heagerty rsm, Sr Mary Geason rsm, Ms Micaela Cronin,
Mrs Carmel Crawford
Ms Karen Gerard, Ms Wendy Ashdown, Ms Julie O’Keefe, Ms Polly Caldow,
Sr Carole Carmody rsm, Ms Teresa Lincoln
Sr Kathy Ryan rsm, Sr Patrice Orchard rsm, Mr Gavin Dykes, Ms Jenny
Assetta, Sr Gertrudis (Trudy) Keur rsm,
Mr Michael Johnston, Mr Tony Grant, Mr Matthew Byrne, Ms Kate Hewett
Ms Kerry Brettell, Sr Annette Schneider rsm, Ms Catherine Munro,
Mr Mark Spencer, Mr Grant Thomas
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Ethos

program

The 2011 Mercy Ethos Program saw
two groups of pilgrims fully immerse
themselves in a rich and inviting journey
of reflection and discovery at the founding
house of Mercy at Baggot Street, Dublin.
Program Co-Organiser and Mercy
Ethos Coordinator for the Melbourne
Congregation, Carmel Crawford, opens this
account with her own personal experience,
sharing the journey as leader as well as
‘traveller’ for the first time. Carmel is
joined in her reflections by other members
from across the Mercy ministries who were,
in their own words, fortunate and privileged
to be able to participate.
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Carmel Crawford, Co-organiser
and Mercy Ethos Coordinator
During April and May 2011 Annette
Schneider rsm and I were delighted to lead
two groups of Mercy lay leaders and Sisters
of Mercy in the Catherine’s Story, Our Story
Dublin leadership program. Mary Reynolds
rsm, Director at the Mercy International
Centre, welcomed us warmly on Day One
of each program calling us pilgrims and
reminding us ‘that a pilgrimage is a journey
undertaken in light of a story’. What a journey and what an
inspirational story. The majority of the forty-seven participants
are connected to ministries sponsored or affiliated with our
generous program sponsors, the Melbourne Congregation
and Mercy Secondary Education Inc. This year we were
delighted to be joined by eleven participants from seven
other congregations in Australia and two participants from
New Zealand.
As the week unfolded the story of Catherine McAuley and the
early Sisters of Mercy came alive as we heard their stories,
explored Baggot St and walked in the footsteps of Catherine
through the streets of Dublin to St Teresa’s and Georges Hill.
A short journey on the bus took us to Coolock where the story
of Catherine’s years with the Callaghans unfolded. Then came
a long journey to Charleville to explore the rich history and
heritage of that foundation and enjoy some extraordinary
hospitality with the Sisters there.
Irish Sisters, Dervilla Byrne rsm and Maria McGuiness rsm
explored leadership and invited us to bring our own stories
as Mercy leaders into dialogue with the history, heritage and
contemporary expression of Mercy. The final day included
a session on Mercy Global Concern raising our awareness of
our place and responsibility in the global community before
a final workshop on planning strategies to take back to our
workplaces to foster Mercy culture and ethos. The mix of lay
participants and Sisters from across the ministry sectors of
education, health and aged care and welfare and from nine
congregations in total meant there was rich, lively and creative
interaction throughout the six days. For each person it was
indeed a journey of the heart and mind undertaken in light
of the inspirational story of Catherine McAuley and the rich
heritage of Mercy. The story continues unfolding today through
many women and men of Mercy. As one participant said:
‘Pilgrims come, pilgrims grow, pilgrims go…’

Sacred Heart College
Geelong
Tony Grant
I was extremely fortunate and privileged
to be chosen to be part of the Mercy Ethos
Program. I was a member of the second
group that travelled to Dublin in early May.
I was both excited and probably intrigued as
to what the Program experience would be for
me personally and in my role as a Business
Manager at Sacred Heart College.
My role as Business Manager presents challenges constantly
in many areas but I suppose a continual and common
challenge is the balance between strong financial management
and fitting the Mercy Ethos into practice.
I had probably not had the opportunities previously to learn so
much of the history of Catherine McAuley and the early Sisters.
Being in Catherine’s house and visiting so many significant

places really made the story of Catherine McAuley such a real
experience. For me there was a sense of the fairy tale before
I went to Baggot St, but the program gave such enlightenment
into Catherine and the founding sisters’ lives that I was
shocked at how it so profoundly affected and impressed me by
the absolute faith in God and devotion to making a difference to
the lives of the poor and sick that these young women had in
such terribly harsh times.
I found the walking tour of Dublin absolutely fascinating
and I will have lifelong memories of the visit to St Teresa’s
Carmelite Church and the crypts of the founding sisters buried
there. Then to Presentation Convent at Georges Hill in the
Chapel where Catherine was professed and where the Sisters
in our group renewed their vows, was an emotional and truly
inspirational experience.
We were extremely fortunate to have excellent presenters and
I found Dervilla Byrne and Maria McGuiness to be particularly
powerful and their sessions on Leadership and Living Mercy
today and reflecting on the core values of a Mercy organisation
were so valuable.
I had many highlights, none more so than the friendships
made and opportunity to meet such wonderful people
and hear what they are doing in their particular Mercy
ministry. The hospitality of the sisters and staff at the
Mercy International Centre was wonderful, the Irish Coffees
sensational. The Guinness in Dublin truly did taste better
than anywhere else in the world.
The experience of the Program gave me such a humbling
perspective on the true values of Mercy Ethos – compassion,
respect and a new sense of social justice for local and global
issues. The whole Program was brilliantly coordinated by Carmel
and Annette which further enhanced the great dynamic achieved
within the group and bought the whole Program together.

Werribee Mercy Hospital
Trudy Keur rsm
Hearing of the Mercy Ethos program in
2009 whetted my appetite and I applied
for the program, was accepted and yes
I was on the journey. The program moved
me significantly as a Sister of Mercy,
reconnecting me in a life giving way with
the tradition and passion of Catherine
McAuley; service of the poor, visiting
the sick and the education of women, all of which are
also my passions.
Passing Catherine’s house on that first day almost with
her standing out the front offering hospitality, followed by
the welcome from Mary Reynolds rsm – Director, Mercy
International Centre – confirmed I was actually there! Mary’s
warm welcome and her image of pilgrimage as a journey
undertaken in the light of a story heartened me.
During the program what grasped me was this woman,
an heiress spending her inheritance on the poor...and not in
dribs and drabs but wholeheartedly, magnanimously, the all
of it, to build Baggot Street in the midst of fashionable Dublin.
Imagine the neighbours’ reaction! Not unlike today when
social support living is planned for a suburban street, not
in my backyard!
I was amazed that she spent her inheritance as lavishly as
her mother had spent hers, only for a different purpose.
Catherine spent hers for the relief and education of the poor,
Mercy Secondary Education Inc. 3

all the while relying on the providence of God which she had
experienced in her life and in which she continued to trust.
Her actions were indeed courageous and inspiring.
When Jacinta Prunty shared from the census of Ireland for the
year 1841, Catherine’s social insight came home to me; most
employment for women was in domestic service, so training
women for that was indeed sensible and practical. Catherine
carried this practicality through in her leadership and teaching
of the young women who joined her. She taught using humour
and light heartedness.
In the same vein it was enjoyable to hear hints that Catherine,
whilst appreciating Sister Clare Augustine Moore’s artistic
talent, was also at times exasperated at the artist’s dreaminess
and lack of action! Two very different ways of living Mercy and
Catherine could recognise and hold the difference.
On reflection, her trust and foresight in sending young women
out to begin new foundations is amazing. She was aware of
their strengths and weaknesses and she trusted them in that
this was God’s project rather than solely hers. New foundations
were a joint affair; her and her sisters risking for the service of
the poor and God’s response of providential care.
Place and context are important in any story. To actually
see Baggot St which she had built, Georges Hill where she
made her vows and then to visit Charleville were highlights.
At Charleville to see the hand written copy of the letter
Ursula Frayne wrote to the communities of Mercy Sisters on
Catherine’s death was a powerful connection from Catherine
through Ursula to now.
Another place and context in this ongoing story is that of
Ursula Frayne with her two sister companions aboard the
steamer, come through the heads of Port Philip Bay 154 years
ago and arriving at the Melbourne docks. These women
brought Catherine’s story and spirit of Mercy to Melbourne.
Today the spirit and works of Catherine and Mercy surely live
on in the Seeds of Justice Program in Secondary Schools in
Victoria, through Mercy Works and Mercy International initiatives
as well as my work as Pastoral Care Coordinator and that of
colleagues who minister to the sick at Werribee Mercy Hospital.
An image that captures this change yet continuity, is the walnut
tree that was in the garden of Coolock House in Catherine’s time
and has since died. The tree was removed and a section made
into a beautiful wooden platter. The platter is now in Catherine’s
room at Coolock House.
The walnut tree and its
platter jointly symbolise
Mercy’s changing and
enduring face as a result
of Catherine’s initiative
then and the continuing
challenge for us now
in 2011.

Sacred Heart College
Kyneton
Sharon Lehtonen
Isn’t it interesting how the things we tell
our students in the classroom can become
the very things that impact with such depth
in our own lives in ways we could never
have expected? My recent trip to Dublin and
immersion into the story of Catherine McAuley
has provided me with an understanding of my
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role as an educator in the Mercy tradition in ways I could never
have imagined. Yes, history can shape the future and the lessons
from the past are just as valuable and insightful now as they
were 150 years ago.
Hearing her story, tracing her steps through the streets
of Dublin, praying where she prayed, being the student
where she was once the teacher has inspired me to look
to her life for qualities that can assist me in my ministry in
education. In her works, Catherine showed that you can be
firm but compassionate, be across everything but delegate
responsibility, be practical yet place your trust in the
providence of God in the most difficult and challenging times,
see the dignity of every human being wherever they may be
in their lives, see the enormous gift in hospitality… these are
just some of the qualities from which I have gained inspiration.
I may be nowhere close to operating in ways that came
intuitively to Catherine, but I’m working on it!
The immersion provided an opportunity for people across many
Mercy ministries to gather. My insight from this experience
was that together we can be the bridge between the world
of Catherine and challenges that face us now, in whatever
ministry we may work. Catherine looked around her and saw
the poor and the vulnerable and she responded to this with
every fibre of her being. She had a profound love of God which
manifested in an unconditional love for humanity. I truly believe
that the kind of Mercy Catherine lived continues to live in
people in Mercy ministries today. Therefore it is in the spirit of
Catherine McAuley that the poor and the vulnerable will not be
overlooked and our ministries continue to be Mercy.

Mercy Regional College
Camperdown
Jo Saunders

My Journey to know Catherine
During April this year I was fortunate enough
to have the experience of the “Catherine’s
story, Our story” journey to Dublin. What
a blessing to be able to discover the history of
the Mercy International Centre, the foundress,
Catherine and the joy of new foundations,
now all over the world. It was a marvellous
opportunity to network with others in Mercy facilities, whether
health, education or pastoral care, and to explore the essence
of our core values. Reflecting upon my own Mercy journey
was also a great pleasure; finally understanding the long term
influence that Mercy women, schools and communities have
had in my life and that of my family.
Dublin in the spring time was a sea of tulips and every shade
of green. Holiday makers basking in the first hint of warm,
Spring sunshine, filled St Stephen’s Green and Marion Square.
The visit to George’s Hill and the crypt at St Theresa’s were two
highlights of the walking tour of Catherine’s Dublin. Our guest
speakers were so well versed and had such a passion for the
past, present and future of the Mercy way. It is impossible to
have experienced the Dublin journey and not feel changed and
indeed challenged to make a difference. My challenges will be
two fold, both personal and professionally. To see Catherine’s
story woven into our school curriculum at each year level
and to empower the students and staff to lead a life of Mercy,
making a difference in the local, wider or global community.
For as Catherine so succinctly espoused, “The poor need our
help today, not next week.”

Mount Lilydale Mercy
College, Lilydale
Michael Johnston
In May of this year I was fortunate to be
part of the Mercy Ethos Program in Dublin.
I had heard many wonderful stories about
this program from colleagues who had been
involved in earlier programs. Having been
involved in Mercy education for 30 years
I thought my knowledge of Catherine’s story
was more than reasonable. What I was really
looking forward to was the sense of pilgrimage that would be
attached to the program. In this regard my expectations were
exceeded. By the end of the week I had been awakened to so
many parts of the Mercy story that will remain with me at both
a personal and professional level.
The first thing that strikes you about Baggot Street is the
imposing nature of the building. The size and the position tell
you much about the vision and the courage of Catherine and
the early sisters. Within the building there is a real sense of
the sacred. To sit in Catherine’s room, spend a moment in
reflection at her grave or wander through the heritage displays
gives you an appreciation of the great legacy left to us and the
responsibility we have to build on this gift of Mercy.
The cross ministry focus of the program allowed me to share
different insights into the works of Mercy today and compare the
way we go about sustaining a mercy community in education
as opposed to health and aged care. The cross-ministry mix
gave the program great energy. An absolute highlight was
to experience the impact this program had on the Sisters of
Mercy who were part of the group. For most of the Sisters it
was their first visit to Baggot Street and to be present as they
renewed their commitment to Mercy at George’s Hill in the
same chapel where Catherine McAuley, Mary Anne Doyle and
Elizabeth Harley were professed in 1831 was a profound and
humbling experience.
One aim of the program was to experience Mercy hospitality
and community. From the moment we were welcomed by
Sr Mary Reynolds with the words that ‘a pilgrimage is a journey
connected to story’ we were made to feel that the house of
Mercy was our home. The warmth of the welcome and the
hospitality given was very special. The quality of input from
people such as Sr Mary Kay Dobrovolny, Sr Dervilla Byrne,
Sr Maria McGuiness and Jacinta Prunty was both engaging
and challenging. It called to those in the group to be leaders in
the Mercy tradition and to never lose sight of the core purpose
of our ministries. To spend time with the letters of Catherine
and the other early sisters gave an insight into the very human
challenges they faced and how they placed such faith in the
providence of God to provide.
The journey to Charleville from Dublin took almost as long as
it did for the first sisters back in 1836 due to our bus driver
being somewhat directionally challenged but the visit allowed
us to see how important these new foundations were to the
regions where they established.
Special mention must be made of the work of Sr Annette
Schneider and Carmel Crawford. As the organisers and
facilitators of the program they made the experience both
powerful and memorable. As Mercy leaders themselves they
were able to bring great knowledge and sincerity to each
moment we shared with them.

many memories I will take from the Mercy Ethos Program the
most powerful is a comment from Sr Maria McGuiness in her
presentation on ‘Mercy Today – Challenges and Directions’
when she said “be vigilant lest you lose that treasure”. It was in
reference to the gift of Mercy charism that we have been given
and the sense of stewardship we have as Mercy people today.

Mercy Health
Virginia Bourke
My experience of the Mercy Ethos Program
started in Melbourne with the rather
challenging, yet entirely pragmatic statement
by Congregation Leader, Sr Kath Tierney, to
our group: “In thirty years’ time, you will be
the face of Mercy”.
In Dublin, we were greeted at the Mercy
International Centre (with the overwhelming hospitality
which became a hallmark of our trip) as “pilgrims – people
on a journey in search of a story”. For me, there is immense
appeal in the story of Catherine McAuley. A women who was
visionary, yet practical; whose leadership style was based
on warm relationships with those around her; who managed
a household and the raising of dependent nieces and nephews
while establishing the Baggot St house; who persevered in the
face of loss, of various setbacks to her plans, and opposition
by some members of the church. An entirely authentic woman,
not perfect, yet providing a mirror for our own identity.
Our group was drawn from diverse Mercy ministries –
health, education, aged care, welfare and spirituality. It was
so very heartening to experience the great richness of
understanding and generosity of spirit in our many discussions
of leadership, our explorations of mission, values and ethos
and our identification of the challenges facing our various
organizations. It struck me that the “face of Mercy” would be
well served by continuing to forge these valuable connections
across the many ministries of Mercy.
On the final module of the Ethos program, back in Melbourne,
we were invited to choose from a number of postcards which
reflected our experiences of the program in Dublin – amongst
them, images of Baggot St both inside and out, Catherine
McAuley’s home at Coolock, her grave, the convent at
Charleville. I chose an image of the rather sparse interior of
the chapel at Baggot St. Its considerable scale and elegant
furnishings, hidden behind the grand but severe façade of
Baggot St, had surprised me on the first day in Dublin. I have
since pondered my choice of that image – and it seems to
me now that the image of the chapel is much more than
a memento of an aesthetically pleasing experience. It is
a reminder of one of many insights gained throughout the
program – that whatever my work, both within and without
Mercy organisations, whatever the challenges of leadership
– the energy for mission is fuelled by the development of
a contemplative heart.
Fully engaged as she was with the world, Catherine McAuley
recognised and understood this need for an inner source
of strength:

We have one solid comfort among this little tripping about:
our hearts can always be in the same place, centred in God,
for whom alone we go forward – or stay back.

My final observation is linked to another aim of the program
– to reflect on leadership in the context of Catherine’s life
and consider this in the light of contemporary ministry. Of the
Mercy Secondary Education Inc. 5

Seeds ofJustice
On the 10th and 11th May this year, Mercy students and staff
from across the ‘Mercy schools’ in Victoria gathered at the
Holy Cross Centre in Templestowe to listen to inspirational
speakers, to reflect on the meaning of mercy and to step out
to touch and be touched by others in our community. Once
again it was a rich experience for those who were fortunate
to be part of this brief but profound encounter.

The following reflections from students and staff describe
the powerful impressions made by our guest speakers,
Srs Kaye Evans, Cathy Solano and Marie Doolan, and the
impact of the visits to various placements:

Connecting our Hearts in Mercy

The experience of Seeds allows us to be among likeminded
students from across the state and passionate people who are
already making a difference. It’s really easy to make friends
because everyone is kind and it is so exciting and uplifting to
suddenly find all these special people who also want to serve
the world.

The theme, Connecting our Hearts in Mercy, played on our
minds while we were singing and painting with the elderly and
it reminded us to take the time to enjoy the simple things in
life. It also tied in with the approach we took in our reflection
time: “the divinity in me recognises the divinity in you,” as
we each pledged to take the time to serve others and always
notice the positives.

I would encourage anyone who can to go on this two-day trip.
You are changed and it is different to just lending a helping
hand. Something inside you wants to right wrongs, and sit with
homeless people and visit the elderly and just be there for
somebody else. Thanks for sending me to Seeds again. I love it.

Laura Nicole, Stephanie Dickson, Eleni Courvisanos, Paulina
Argitis and Claire Forbes – OLMC.

Madelaine Barry, Student, Sacred Heart College Geelong

Seeds of Justice is an amazing experience. It really centres
you in knowing what is right and enables you to come home
refreshed and strong again in your resolve to work hard to
change the world’s injustices. The camp is very religious
based, and it helps to be able to always come back to the idea
that, “We are God’s eyes and He sees through us, and God’s
body and He works through us.”
All the placements are excellent, and open your eyes to the
fact that worldwide issues aren’t the only things that need
to be dealt with, there are issues in our very own backyard.

Sr Kaye
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As a teacher, it is in some ways a humbling experience to
witness students explore practical solutions to some of the
injustices faced by society – and to see them do so with
a striking generosity of spirit, and with admirable levels of
enthusiasm. While the events themselves are small in scale,
the seeds that they plant often grow exponentially through the
living faith of the students that attend. ‘From little things big
things grow…’
Sam Weir, Committee Chair, OLMC Heidelberg

Sr Marie Doolan rsm with students and teacher from SHC Gellong

On Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th May, at the Seeds of
Justice camp, guest speakers Sr Marie Doolan, Sr Kaye Evans
and Sr Cathy Solano spoke to us about their experiences
in serving the wider community, both in Australia and in
developing nations, such as Bangladesh and Cambodia.
We had the opportunity on Tuesday night to visit Baily House,
which is an aged care facility in North Melbourne. Whilst we
were there we had the chance to connect with the residents
and engage in activities with them. We painted on canvases
and sang songs accompanied by the guitar. It was so powerful
to be able to see the change in the resident’s faces as they
interacted with us; and the joy that these simple moments
brought them.

I recently was fortunate to join five students in attending
a Seeds of Justice Event in Melbourne. This involved an
overnight stay and two days exploring the Mercy charism with
a clear focus on contemporary social justice issues. We were
privileged to hear three Sisters of Mercy speak about their
ministries to the homeless in St Kilda, vulnerable women in
Brunswick and the victims of acid burns in Cambodia and
Bangladesh. The underlying message that emerged from all
three speakers was the message of service.
If we approach any social justice activity with an attitude that
we are going to “help” or “give”, we are denying the reality that
we are just as likely to receive. If, however, we approach such
activities with an attitude of service, we create an equal footing
between ourselves and those whom we visit.
Marlo Drake, Seeds Committee member and staff – Sacred
Heart College Geelong

Sr Cathy
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Australasian Mercy Secondary Schools Association Conference (AMSSA)
The 10th Biennial Conference of the association of Mercy
schools across Australia, New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea was held in Perth from 6–9 July. It was a tremendous
opportunity for Mercy Educators across Oceania to gather,
reflect and enrich their understanding of Mercy in the
education ministry.
The conference was well attended with over 150 delegates,
over 50 student delegates and an additional 300 teachers from
across the Mercy Schools in Perth attending on the Friday of
the conference. Keynote speakers included Sr Mary Duffy rsm
from the Melbourne Congregation, Sr (Dr) Sophie McGrath
rsm from the Parramatta Congregation and international
speaker, Ms Anne Kelleher from Ireland, Chief Executive
Officer of Catholic Education an Irish Schools Trust (CEIST).
The conference provided a comfortable blend of exploring the
spirit of Catherine’s charism, the challenges that face us today
and the challenges that confront Mercy leaders into the future.
Coupled with this was a comprehensive range of activities and
tours including visits to Mercy schools, St Mary’s Cathedral,
the Mercy Heritage Centre and a cruise along the Swan river
re-enacting Mother Ursula Frayne’s journey (somewhat more
comfortably) from Fremantle to Perth in 1846.

The conference theme, program and dialogue were enjoyed by
all delegates and Principal of Mercy College Coburg, Michelle
Cotter, expressed her reflections on the conference in a recent
Mercy College newsletter:

“Over the break I was fortunate to be joined by Mr Claude
Ferrarese, Mrs Mary Dean and two Year 11 students – Ruth
Yousif and Jessica Konstantinou, at the 10th Australasian
Mercy Secondary Schools Association Conference (AMSSA).
Hosted by Santa Maria College in Attadale, we enjoyed four
days of wonderfully enriching experiences that unpacked,
explored and deepened our understanding and appreciation
of Mercy in our contemporary world.
The conference theme, “The blessings of unity dwelling
amongst us is the true spirit of Mercy flowing on us”, offered
a depth and breadth of discussion across a wide range of
aspects of education within the Mercy tradition. The conference
offered a collegial forum for dialogue and discussion that
enabled the springing forth of many new ideas about how
we can be ‘mercy’ educators, people, learners, witnesses
and world citizens. The ever-powerful model and words of
Catherine McAuley, of course, served our dialogue about
Mercy in our contemporary setting. Her messages about

our collective ‘Mercy’ identity are well worth pondering as we,
as a community, continue our improvement journey.
Catherine taught the sisters of her early foundations very many
lessons about bringing the life of Jesus of the Gospel to the
lives of the people they served and, in particular, to the women
they empowered. She saw much strength in the collective
efforts of those who share a commitment and belief in the
Gospel values of faith, hope and love”.

She said of unity:

“It is by being united in Jesus Christ that

we will be united with each other.
The spirit of union is the greatest
blessing almighty God can bestow on
a community”.

P. 70 the little book of Catherine McAuley

Left: Conference Keynote speakers – Sophie McGrath rsm,
Mary Duffy rsm and Anne Kelleher; Bottom left: Victorian
delegates, Bernard Dobson, Mary Moloney rsm, Michelle Cotter
and Liz Monahan; Bottom right: Victorian delegates – Michael
Johnston, Kerin Glennen, Darren Egberts and Mike Haywood.
Next Page
Top four images: Indigenous artists display;
Bottom left: – SHC Kyneton, Director of Studies, Denis Graham
with students from SHC Kyneton Kim Baker and Catherine
Robbins; Bottom right: Santa Maria College Principal, Ian Elder,
Anne Kelleher and Conference Convenor, Rosa Speranza.
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The 16th annual Frayne Speech Festival was held
on the 26th August at Our Lady of Mercy College,
Heidelberg with nearly 200 students and staff
from Mercy sponsored, co-sponsored and affiliated
schools from across Victoria in attendance.
The event was characterised by warm hospitality,
friendship, respect and spirited competition.
OLMC Community Development Officer, Ms Marie Jenkins,
coordinated the festival with aplomb and ensured every
detail was given due attention on the day and leading up to
the event. Marie acknowledged the outstanding talent of the
students, the encouragement, training and support offered by
teaching staff and in particular, recognised the generosity of
schools, especially country schools, who provided volunteer
adjudicators to assist other adjudicators on the day.
All twelve competing schools should feel very proud of their
students and the outstanding abilities displayed using the
power of voice through debating, public speaking and voice
choir. Members of the MSEI Board congratulate all involved
and sincerely thank the adjudicators, caterers, guides, OLMC
staff including, Ms Rhonda Brislin Head of English, Vice
Principal – Wellbeing, Ms Teresa Lincoln, Principal, Ms Julie
Ryan and of course, festival coordinator, Ms Marie Jenkins.
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2011 RESULTS
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1.Prizes; 2. Sacred Heart College Kyneton – Debating 1st place; 3.Hannah Carr – Best Debater with John Shannon,
MSEI Board Chair and Sr Nicole Rotaru, Congregation Councillor; 4. Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg –
Debating Runner up; 5. Jacob O’Connor – Catholic College Bendigo – Runner up Public Speaking; 6. Bronte Vipond
– St Aloysius College, North Melbourne – 1st place Public Speaking; 7. Catholic College Bendigo – Runner up Voice Choir;
8 Our Lady of Mercy College – 1st place Voice Choir.

DEBATING

VOICE CHOIR

PUBLIC SPEAKING

• Finalists Our Lady of Mercy College

Finalists:

Finalists:

• Sacred Heart College, Kyneton

• Catholic College, Bendigo

• Connor Saunders – Mercy Regional College,
Camperdown

1st place:
Sacred Heart College, Kyneton
2nd place:
Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg
Best Overall Speaker: Hannah Carr
– Catholic College Bendigo

• Mount Lilydale Mercy College
• Academy of Mary Immaculate
• Our Lady of Mercy College
1st place:
Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg
2nd place:
Catholic College Bendigo

• Jacob O’Connor – Catholic College Bendigo
• Bronte Vipond – St Aloysius College,
North Melbourne
• Danielle Dickson – Our Lady Of Mercy College
1st place: Bronte Vipond
– St Aloysius College, North Melbourne
2nd place: Jacob O’Connor
– Catholic College Bendigo

Everyone now looks forward to the 2012 Festival, which for
the first time, will be hosted by St Joseph’s College Mildura.
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35
Years

Irene McClue

celebrates 35 years of service
at Mount Lilydale Mercy College
In a special edition of the College Newsletter,
MLMC Principal, Bernard Dobson, announced the
retirement of Mrs Irene McClue after more than
35 years of dedicated service at the College. Irene
commenced teaching at the College on 1 February
1975 as a teacher of Shorthand and Typing and
officially retired on Friday 5 August.

Irene’s final day bought much excitement and emotion, and
even a visit from the Herald Sun photographer and reporter,
Kelly Ryan. The article printed in the paper the next day
acknowledged Irene’s outstanding contribution to Mount
Lilydale Mercy College and her passion for teaching and the
love and respect she had for all her students. This love and
respect was certainly reciprocated by her past students,
sixteen of whom who have returned to the College as
teachers themselves.
When the demand for Shorthand and Typing started to
decline, Irene undertook further study in the field of Computer
Education. She also undertook Scripture studies and taught
Religious Education and Business Education for some
time. In recent years Irene has been a valued member of
our Educational Support staff providing in class support to
students, a role which has enabled her great knowledge to be
of value to students. She has also assumed responsibility for
the maintenance of our archives as our Archivist.
During her time at the College Irene has formed wonderful
friendships with her colleagues and has continued to delight in
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Irene with members of the Educational Support team

the students. She has especially fond memories of the Sisters
of Mercy she has worked with and one of the highlights of
her retirement will be a visit to Dublin where she will tour the
first House of Mercy established by Catherine McAuley.
In the special edition newsletter, Principal, Bernard Dobson,
noted that Irene will be farewelled in a fitting manner later
in the year and hopefully at the Night of Excellence. Bernard
commented, “…we thank her most sincerely for her wonderful
contribution to the College. She is indeed a woman of Mercy
and her actions show the love of God that is in her heart”.

