25 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS: ADVENT SERIES

During Advent, let us take the time to
prepare ourselves and our families for
what Christmas really means.
Christmas has been called many
things:

“THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR™

“ATIME FORKIDS™

Many of us have already climbed into
the attic and gotten down our
Christmas decorations. We “Deck the
Halls”", hang the stockings, decorate
the tree, and turn our homes into
veritable winterwonderlands.

Real meaning of Christmas?

Over 2000 years ago, the lives of
young Mary and Joseph were turned
upside down. And Jesus, the Son of
God, became a man. But, he was
much more than a man. He was GOD
made flesh! How can we best
celebrate that the God of the universe
loved us enough to take on a robe of
human flesh, to live a perfect life, to die
a perfect death, and to be raised in a
perfectresurrection?

25 Days of Christmas

We can do so by giving our hearts to
Him and by serving Him. Each of the
next 25 days, take the time to read the
scriptures listed and share as a family
the wonder of Christmas.

You can also download and print links
to the “Christmas Chain” and each
day, assemble thischain,reminding of
all that it cost God to purchase a place
in Heaven for us. If you celebrate each
day of this Advent season, it will make
your celebration of Jesus' birthday
even more meaningful.



DECEMBER1

Isaiah9:6-7

¢ For to us a child is born, to us a sonis
given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
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7Oftheincreaseof hisgovernmentand
of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from
this time forth and forevermore. The
zealofthelLordofhostswilldothis.
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DECEMBER 2

Luke1:5-7

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah, of
thedivision of Abijah. And he had a wife
from the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. ® And they were
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both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments
and statutesofthe Lord.” Butthey had
nochild, because Elizabethwasbarren,
andbothwereadvancedinyears.
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DECEMBER 3

Luke1:8-13

& Now while he was serving as priest
before God when his division was on
duty, ® according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to
enterthetempleofthe Lordand burn
incense.°Andthewhole multitude of
thepeoplewereprayingoutsideatthe
hourofincense.''Andthereappeared
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to him an angel of the Lord standing
ontherightsideofthealtarofincense.
12 And Zechariah was troubled when
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13
But the angel said to him, “Do not be
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has
been heard, and your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call
hisnameJohn.
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DECEMBER 4

John1:6-9

¢ There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. 8 He was not the light
but came to bear witness about the light. ®
The true light, which gives light to everyone,
wascomingintotheworld.

NGINTO THE WORLD.

WHICH GIVES LIGHT TO EVERYONE,
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DECEMBER 5

John1:15-18

15 (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “Thiswashe ofwhom Isaid,'He
who comes after me ranks before me,
because he was before me.") ¢ For from
his fullness we have all received, grace

.
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upon grace. 7 For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. '8 No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father'sside,he hasmade him known.




DECEMBER 6

Luke1:26-27

2% In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David.Andthevirgin'snamewas Mary.
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IN-THE SIXTH MONTH
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DECEMBER 7

Lukel1:28-30

28 And he cameto herandsaid, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 2° But she
was greatly troubled at the saying and tried
todiscernwhatsortofgreetingthismightbe.
30 Andtheangelsaidtoher,“Donot beafraid,
Mary,foryou havefoundfavorwith God.”
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DECEMBER 8

Lukel1:31-33

31 And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
calledthe Son ofthe Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father
David, %3 and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
benoend.”
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DECEMBER 9

Luke1:34-37

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will
this be, since | am a virgin?” 35> And the
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be
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called holy - the Son of God. 3% And
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible
with God.”




DECEMBER 10

Luke1:38

38 And Mary said, “Behold,lamtheservant[a] of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” Andtheangeldepartedfrom her.
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DECEMBER 11

Luke1:39-45

39 In those days Mary arose and went
with haste into the hill country, to atown
inJudah,“®°andsheenteredthe house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4! And
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,
42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and
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BLESSED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED
THA®THERE WOULD BE A FULFILLMENT

OF WHAT WAS SPOKEN TO HER

FROM THE} ORD.

blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And
why is this granted to me that the
mother of my Lord should come to me?
4“4 For behold, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy. %> And blessed
is she who believed that there would be
a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
fromthelLord.”
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DECEMBER 12

Luke1:46-55
4“6 And Marysaid,
“Mysoul magnifiesthe Lord,
47 and my spiritrejoicesin God my Savior,

48 for he has looked on the humble estate of
hisservant.

For behold, fromm now on all generations
willcall e blessed;

49 forhewhoismighty hasdonegreatthings
forme,

and holyishisname.
50 And hismercyisforthosewhofearhim

from generationtogeneration.
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51 He hasshownstrengthwith hisarm;

he has scattered the proud in the
thoughtsoftheir hearts;

52 he has brought down the mighty from
theirthrones

andexaltedthose of humble estate;

53 he hasfilledthe hungrywithgoodthings,
andtherich he hassentawayempty.

54 He hashelped hisservantlsrael,
inremembrance ofhismercy,

55 ashespoketoourfathers,

toAbrahamandto hisoffspring forever.”

.

MY SOUL MAGNIFIES THE LORD
AND MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD




DECEMBER 13

Micah5:2

2 “O Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are but a
small Judean village, yet you will be the
birthplace of my King who is alive from
everlastingages past!”
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YOU WILL BE
WHO IS ALIV

Luke 2:1-5

1 In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustusthatalltheworld should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. > And
all went to be registered, each to his own
town. 4 And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, ° to be registered with
Mary, hisbetrothed, whowaswith child.
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DECEMBER 14

Luke2:6

¢ And while they were there, the time came for her
togivebirth.
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DECEMBER 15

Luke2:7

7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling clothsand laid himin a
manger, because there was no place for them in
theinn.
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AND LAID HIM INSA'M
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DECEMBER 16

John1:14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
fromthe Father, fullofgraceandtruth.

) T
=
3
o
=
a)
z
<
L
3]
<
nd
O
LL
(@)
poed |
—|
5
LL




DECEMBER 17

Luke 2:8-11

8 Andinthesameregionthere were shepherds
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ® And an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great
fear. 1 And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, | bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. 1! For unto you is
bornthisdayinthe city of David a Savior,who'is
Christthe Lord.

| BRING YOU GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY

THAT WILL BE FOR ALL PEOPLE.

FEAR NOT, FOR BEHOLD,
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DECEMBER 18

Luke 2:12

12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
amanger.”
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DECEMBER 19

Luke 2:13-14

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, ** “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”
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DECEMBER 20

Luke 2:15-18

15When the angels went away from them into
heaven,theshepherdssaidtooneanother, “Let
usgoovertoBethlehemandseethisthingthat
has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” ** And they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lyingina
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. '8 And all who heard it
wondered atwhattheshepherdstoldthem.
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DECEMBER 21

Luke 2:19-20

19 But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 2° And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
beentoldthem.
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DECEMBER 22

Matthew 2:1-2

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judeainthedaysof Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
cometoworshiphim.”
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DECEMBER 23

Matthew2:9-10

2 After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child
was. 1° When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedinglywithgreatjoy.
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DECEMBER 24

Matthew 2:11

11 And going into the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
andfrankincenseand myrrh.

GOLD AND FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH.




DECEMBER 25

John 3:16

16 For Godsolovedtheworld,that he gave his
onlySon,thatwhoeverbelievesinhimshould
notperishbuthaveeternallife.
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