Why was the naming of the animals important?

The naming was more about Adam than about the animals. Through it the great Creator and Educator repeatedly taught the man that he was
unique and that there was no animal that was in the image of God as he was. Therefore the naming was closely linked to the creation of the
woman who was also in the image of God (Gen. 1:28). The naming of the animals also showed that the man had dominion over them.

Did Adam name all living things?
No, at least not at that time. Although he had dominion over all animals, birds, fish, insects, and even the plants, the purpose of naming the
animals was not to promote the study of zoology, biology, and ecology. Rather, the main point was to show the man that he was unique.

Why didn't God name the animals himself?

If the Lord had done it himself, it would have been faster, but it would not have been nearly as educational as having the man do it based on
personal observation. Delegating the naming to the man was like giving Adam a great homework assignment. It was also like a long series of
unspoken questions. How would you name this animal? How about that one? God thus encouraged the man to observe carefully and think
rather than memorize names that God had given. Moreover, as the man named each animal, he was demonstrating his dominion over it in line
with Genesis 1:27-28.

Did the man do the naming all by himself?

In a way, he did since God never overruled a name that Adam chose. However, God brought the animals to the man, rather than having Adam
go look for them. Moreover, God had given the man the abilities that he needed in order to do the task. So there was a degree of collaboration,
just as there is today as well, through the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believer's heart and mind.

What are the applications?
There are many possible applications for education. For instance, the naming shows that a degree of freedom is helpful, though since the fall
of man more restrictions are needed. The passage also shows that repetition is good if there is also some variety. (The naming task was re-
peated again and again, but each animal was different.)

The main lesson in the naming, however, was to show that man was and is different from the animals. So the main application is for each
of us to live as one created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27-28) rather than like an animal.

How should the worksheets for this and other studies be used?
The directions are at the bottom of each worksheet. 1.) First, read the passage and if possible some related literature or websites conserving
the animal(s) being studied. 2.) Go through the points on the worksheet considering and discussing whether each point is valid or not. (Most
points are correct, but some are only partly so.) 3.) Think about and discuss which descriptive points on the worksheet are most important. 4.)
Make some personal applications of the study. Usually some helpful points or questions to help with this are included at the end.

Points like those made above on the second page of this study are not to be read until after the steps listed above are followed. Doing so
would be like reading the final chapter in a novel without first reading any of the other chapters.



