“Then he [Elisha] went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths

The deadly B EARS incident came from the city and mocked him, and said to him, “Go up rike Eijan dia], you baldhead! Go up i
vou can, YOU baldhead [vyou weak old man)!” SO he turned around and looked at them, and pronounced
in 2 Kings 2:23-24 WaAas /is... a curse on them in the name of the LORD. And two female bears came out of the woods and

mauled forty-two of the youths.” (2 Kings 2:23-24)
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Directions: after reading through 2 Kings 2:19-25, consider and discuss the various ways the incident with the two female bears is described above. Do you agree with
the points made or would you change them in some ways? If so, how? — At the end of the study, focus on the most important descriptive phrases and make personal ap-
plications. Is it proper for believers today to curse those who oppose the gospel? If not, what should they do instead? (See 2 Timothy 4:14-15 as well as Matthew 5:44.) — © 2022 by
Jon F. Mahar, Hakusan City, Japan and Alexander, Maine, U.S.A.



