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chapter-by-chapter percentage of 
verses in Proverbs in which good 
and/or evil speaking is mentioned

Chapter 26 is off the charts with 
68% of all verses having to do 
with (moslty evil) speaking. 

Average: 29%Average: 29%

Good and Evil Speaking in the Book of Proverbs

good speech good & evil speech together evil speech

messenger or message

Caution: the good speaking of God, “wisdom,” and the author(s) of Proverbs  are not included in this data.

verses in which good or  
evil speaking is mentioned 

prayer evil signaling: winking, etc.

The percentage of verses about 
human speech is low in chapters 1, 2, 
3, 4, 8, and 23 because the emphasis  
is more on listening than on speaking.  
 

The percentage is low in chapter 31 
because the virtuous woman is more 
active than vocal. Others speak well 
of her (31:28, 30), but there is only 
one verse about her speech (31:26).

Violent men are directly 
quoted in chapter one. An 
adulterous woman is 
quoted in chapters seven 
and nine. And a begrudg-
ing host and a drunkard 
are cited in chapter 23.  
(Cf. 22:13, 24:12, 26:13, 
19, 28:24, 30:9, 15, 20.)

It is helpful to compare 
Proverbs chapter 26 and 
James chapter three.
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