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This is a condensed version 

of remarks made by J. R. 

Stafford, Command Mas-

ter Chief, United States 

Coast Guard, Retired, at 

the Memorial Service for 

Forrest Adams on October 

30
th

 2021 

“As some of you know, or 

may have noted, Forrest’s 

remains are not present or 

attending today’s service.  Since that NORTHWIND 

trip to Antarctica back in 1973, it was always his wish 

to be buried in the Ross Sea when his work here was 

done. 

This is why Cherie, and the family took him to Seattle 

late last month where members of the crew of the 

Coast Guard Ice Breaker POLAR STAR and the 

“Chief’s Mess” took him aboard for a final South trip.   

This will mean crossing the equator one last time and 

presiding (along with Chief of the Boat) Master Chief 

Frank Parenti, over time honored traditions afloat and 

even a “Chief’s Call to Initiation” and the Rites of 

Passage for three prospective new Chief Petty Offi-

cers. 

…Then, if tradition holds, sometime later this year 

(tentatively during the week after Christmas) and sum-

mertime in the Antarctic, the POLAR STAR will com-

plete the tasks for the day.  

The crew will gather in time honored tradition.  The 

ship’s machinery will be brought to “all stop” and the 

POLAR STAR will be allowed to drift in silent hom-

age.  

Doug Lent—Member at Large 
Farewell to Forrest Adams 

June 6, 1951—December 26, 2020 

…The wind will whip, and the seas will crest, and the 

Boatswain’s mate will pipe, “Attention.”   

The crew will note that Master Chief Adams patrolled 

there in life, and they were honored to have sailed with 

him once again. 

The captain will then read passages from the bible. 

Then, at the shrill of the boatswain’s pipe, they will 

offer Master Chief Adams his final salute and scatter 

his ashes in a position ~65mi north of Ross Island, 76-

27S, 167-35E.  

…There powerful currents and winds sweep constantly 

across the bottom of the world.  …A few rest there, 

others have found their final sleep in the icy waters 

‘neath the shadow of the South Pole…” 

The crew of the STAR will record this final salute and 

bring the video back with them in April ‘22.    

We here today in California wish them fair winds and 

following seas on their voyage to the bottom of the 

globe, and we thank them for doing this for our friend, 

and Shipmate.” 

Forrest Adam’s Newsletter Articles 
Forrest Adams’ contributed many informative and well 

written articles to this newsletter throughout the years.  

Here is a list of articles he wrote or submitted:  

Spring2015:  Bits & Pieces 

Spring 2016:  Horses & Steamers 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Veterans’s Day Parade By: Larry Schluer 

The mayor of West Sacramento requested the presence 

of a piece of equipment from 

our museum at their Veterans 

Day Parade this year.  We 

responded with a crew of 

four in a 1946 P. E. Van Pelt 

fire engine.  It was the third 

engine the West Sacramento 

Fire District acquired and remained in service until the 

early 1970s.  Manned by Chief Ric Dorris, Engineer 

Larry Schluer and Firefighters Doug Lent and Kevin 

Sanders on the tailboard.  

Later that afternoon. We were in-

vited by the West Sacto Car Club 

who participated in the parade ear-

lier to join them and stop by to greet 

an autistic child for his birth-

day.  We met at a Whities Jolly-

cone hamburger stand and followed 

(at a distance) to the young lads 

house.  Arriving a little bit late, we 

were just in time as he proceeded to 

the back of a row of cars lined up in front of his 

house.  Waving to everyone with a big smile, the excite-

ment on his face said it all. 

FROM THE RESTORATION SHOP AND MUSEUM 
 
Greetings to all for a Healthy New Year. 

The Pioneer restoration crew have been working on 

the Museum displays and Maintenance. One of the 

exhibits is a dormitory scene to demonstrate how 

firemen lived from the 1950s to the present. This was 

accomplished by using old original fire house beds, 

mattresses, chairs, and steam heating systems. The 

fire house alarm system is installed to create authen-

ticity. 

Another exhibit is a station watch room, where fire-

men stood watch to receive alarms on the bell system 

or telephone. 

The electrical crew has been working in the alarm 

room to rehabilitate the electrical circuits and clock-

like mechanisms for the signaling circuits. The clock-

like devices have been in storage since the original 

alarm station was deactivated in 1957. 

The crew is also working on a Spanish mission style 

bell mount for the fire bell which was donated by the 

city of West Sacramento. Just completed is a display 

case for old Station 6 Keystone and helmet display (a 

work of art). 

Come on down to our classic Fire Museum. It's 

yours..please visit. For further information, you can 

visit our website at www.sacfiremuseum.org  Or call 

(916)  859-4181. 

Gil Aymeric    
Restoration Shop Superintendent  

A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors  
For Helping to Support Our Project! 

  
Firefighters First Credit Union 

 
Vinnie’s Northbay  

Airstream Repair 

 
Capital City Signs, Inc.  

 
The Adams’ Family 

In Memory Of Forrest Adams 
 

From the Sacramento Regional  
Fire Museum  

 

PMH&LS Annual Crab Feed has Been Cancelled  

We apologize for having to cancel our annual crab feed 

due to COVID. We hope to put together a fundraiser in 

the spring so please keep an eye out for this. 

We would like to do a pledge drive to get us through 

these "hard times" now that our largest annual fund 

raiser has been canceled. We will keep you posted about 

this. In case you would like to contribute your tax free 

donation at this time, please send your check payable to: 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum, at: P.O Box 

981524, West Sacramento, CA. 95798 

 

 

http://www.sacfiremuseum.org/
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VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: info@sacfiremuseum.org 

Web Site: sacfiremuseum.org 

 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

(or membership renewal form) 
 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was founded on 

April 24, 1990 to establish a fire museum in California’s 

capital, Sacramento. To join our noble effort, please fill 

out this application and send it, with your tax deductible 

contribution, to: 

  PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 981524 - West Sacramento, CA 95798 

Name:    ___________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________ 

City:        _____________________________________ 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $48        [  ]  $38 (65 & over) Contributing (yearly) 

   (Pipeman)  

 

 [  ]  $96        [  ]  $86  (65 & over) Sustaining (yearly) 

   (Engineer)  

 

 [  ]  $150      [  ]  $120 (65 & over) Sustaining (yearly)

          (Foreman) 

Lifetime Membership (one time donation) rate       

schedule includes all annual member benefits plus: 

Battalion Chief:     [  ]  $500 Donation  (paid once)  

 

Assistant Chief :    [  ]  $750  Donation  (paid once) 

 

Chief Engineer:     [  ]  $1,000  Donation  (paid once) 

 

Capitol Campaign: [  ]  $5,000  Donation  (paid once) 

(Name engraved and mounted on The Pioneer Mutual Per-

petual Foundation located in the Sacramento Regional Fire 

Museum.)    
 

 501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

 

 Lloyd Ogan 

 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 

2021—2022 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman: Phil Reif 

 Vice Chairman: Randy Wootton 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

    Restoration Shop Supervisor 

                                      Gil Aymeric  
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Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may 
be tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

*    Erika Enslin *    Michael Daw 

*    John Schwarzler *    Nathan Trauernicht 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Art Leclaire 

*    Doug Lent *    Larry Schluer 

 

Members-at-Large 

Docent Manager 
Erika Enslin 

Public Information Officer 

Keith Wade 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 

3650 Industrial Blvd. 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 

Web Site: 

www.sacfiremuseum.org 
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The newest exhibit to the museum is a tribute to one of 

the first fire companies in the City of Sacra-

mento.  This exhibit was made possible by the mem-

bers of Station #6 who funded the project and Greg 

Dorris who constructed the beautiful display case and 

donated the labor involved.  The new display is located 

in the museum lobby and has the original stone station 

number from the old engine house and helmets from 

the era. One of the earliest volunteer fire companies in 

the Sacramento Volunteer Fire Department was the 

Young America Fire Engine Company #6.  Established 

on June 21, 1855, the engine house was located down-

town on the East side of 10th street between I & J 

streets.  The original structure was a two-story brick 

building with an alarm bell and tower subsequently 

added in 1857.  The bell was rung for the first time in 

April 1860 to announce the arrival of the first pony 

express rider from the east.  Over the entrance to the 

engine house was a stone sign with the company’s 

name “Young America” and the number 6 prominently 

carved into it. This number 6 is located in the display 

case along with other artifacts from the company. 

In 1872, when the Sacramento Paid Fire Department 

was established, the engine house became the home of 

Engine Company #2, one of the first two steam engine 

companies established in the new department.  It re-

mained in service as Engine #2 until approximately 

1930 when the new quarters were opened in the new 

City Hall annex on I Street.  In 1931 Standard Oil 

Company purchased the building for the future site of a 

 gas station but soon recognized the historical impor-

tance of the building and planned to turn it into a fire 

museum.  Unfortunately this never occurred and the 

building was demolished in 1933.  Prior to the demoli-

tion the Daughters of the Native Sons of California 

held a large community celebration to recognize the 

75th anniversary of the building and its importance to 

the history of Sacramento.  The bell and tower were 

removed along with the Companies name plate and 

buildings corner stone and given to the State Parks De-

partment for storage at Sutter’s Fort.  These historic 

artifacts were returned to the City of Sacramento in 

1961.                                                              

If anyone is interested in sponsoring a specific fire re-

lated exhibit for either their Station, Department or fire 

related business or organization,  please contact Ric 

Dorris at ricdorris@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 
Young America Engine Company 

Engine #6 
By: Ric Dorris, Secretary 

mailto:ricdorris@sbcglobal.net
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Take a Step Back 
By: Phil Reif, Chairman PMH&LS 

Since we opened the doors to the Museum in Novem-

ber 2019 we have had numerous hurdles to jump over 

due to COVID.  In April 2021 we were elated to re-

open and accept visitors once again.  We did have to 

make some changes to our mode of operations but 

nothing whereby we had to close again.  As of this 

writing, we are still able to open on Saturdays and Sun-

days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with good success which 

has resulted in approximately 700 visitors.   Hopefully, 

the Museum doors can remain open and our numbers 

will continue to increase. 

Our fund-raising efforts on the other hand have contin-

ued to be difficult due to COVID restrictions and now 

require us to rethink and take a step back.  We now 

have to cancel our big “Crab Feed” fundraiser again 

like last year despite all our plans and hopes.  The dis-

appointment is huge and we will lose a lot of operating 

capital that in previous years we counted on.   We are 

not giving up!  The Board of Directors is currently 

looking into other fund-raising events that would not 

be hindered by COVID restrictions and would allow us 

to keep our Class A Fire Museum doors open.  One 

suggestion under consideration is a “Steak and 

Shrimp” event later this summer.  The Board wel-

comes any fund-raising ideas you may have too.  Have 

an idea?  Please share it! 

We would like to extend a huge thank you for your 

continued support and participation in our fund raiser 

events.  We certainly hope to see better days to come! 

  

 

 

 

(Forrest Adams, Continued from Page 1) 

Spring 2017:  Sacramento Firemen Going After the 

Honors 

Spring 2018:    Sergeant Sawyer 

Summer 2014:  PMH&LS Membership 

Summer 2016: Pompier Ladder (Scaling Ladder) 

The Hoell Rescue Device 

News From the Past  (Old newspaper articles he re-

searched and submitted about the Sacramento Fire De-

partment)  

Summer 2019:  Three Sacramento Fire Bells, Taken 

from a 1978 SFD Yearbook he edited and updated. 

Also an article about the donations received after the 

Exempt Fireman’s Plot Vandalism. 

Fall 2015: From the Chair 

Fall 2016: The Two Platoon System 

Fall 2017: Submitted: Relief from Sacramento (The 

1892 Woodland Fire) Woodland Democrat Article 

Also the article: The 1892 Woodland Fire & July 1, 

2017 Reenactment  

Summer/Fall: 2018 Fire Museum Update 

Winter 2014: “The Sacramento” 

Winter 2015:  A reprint from the past: Oldest City 

Employee Has Saved Nine Lives! 

Winter 2017: Building Search for the Sacramento 

Fire Museum 

Also the article: The Seamill Fire 

Winter 2018:  Submitted: A Pension Well Earned 

(Excerpt from the Sacramento Bee, July 8th, 1920 

Also the article: Sacramento Volunteer Fire Chief 

Engineers 1850-1872 

There is so much to appreciate about Forrest, including 

the work he did for Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder 

Society, The Sacramento Regional Fire Museum, and 

as the Chief of the Sacramento Fire Department.  Rest 

in Peace Forrest. We miss you.   

Ed & Pam Basurto 

  

  

Future Museum Events Planned   
By: Larry Schluer 

The vision to create a Monte Carlo event in April has 

been stalled due to social distancing criteria by the 

City of West Sacramento. When we get the green 

light, this first of its kind event at the museum will be 

held with all your favorite Las Vegas games avail-

able.  Due to our capacity, only a limited number of 

tickets can be sold. We’re looking forward to bringing 

this event to you for a get together filled with fun, so-

cializing and prizes. Security will be provided and no 

one armed bandits will be allowed in.  Some ideas 

floating around are a Blackjack Tournament, an after-

noon of wine, hors d’oeuvre and Bingo or getting the 

grill out for date night at the museum.  Stay tuned. 
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 What Happened to the Gamewell Alarm and Panel System                                                   
in the Old Central Fire Dispatch Building 

Part Three 
By Jan Dunbar — Member-at-Large 

Major General  

Albert Maver Winn 

As previously reported in Part Two of this series, the 

Gamewell Fire Alarm Panel system that was housed 

in the little building in the middle of Winn Park 

(Sacramento Central Fire Dispatch) was decommis-

sioned in 2002.  As promised, this Part Three edition 

will document what happened to this ornate and very 

rare system, its preservation, removal, and re-

assembly in our new Sacramento Regional Fire Mu-

seum.   

In January of 2019 PMHLS was notified by the City 

that they wanted to sell the building, and inquired if 

we (PMHLS) were interested in acquiring the 

Gamewell System.  The Board of Directors immedi-

ately expressed positive interest.  It was totally intact 

and in good condition.  The City only gave us a few 

months to make plans for its removal.  This was at a 

time when PMHLS had just located a building in 

West Sacramento for our museum.   

Board mem-

ber Randy 

Wootton han-

dled all nego-

tiations with 

the City, 

signed con-

tracts, and set 

dates for dis-

mantlement and movement.  A contractor was hired to 

dismantle the 34 panel system including the Lightning 

Arrestor Panels, and the Gamewell clock.  They were 

responsible to label all parts, save all screws and 

hardware, wrap, and prepare for transportation.  All 

of this had to be done in just 4 days in March of 

2019. 

Behind each panel was a mass of wiring.  Sadly, all 

wiring between panels had to be cut, and hundreds of 

feet of wiring removed.  After being stored temporar-

ily in a warehouse at McClellan Park, this system was 

transferred to the Fire Museum.  Re-assembly began 

mid-summer and was completed in the fall.  It has 

been assembled exactly as it existed in Winn Park.  

Please see panoramic view photograph for an idea on 

what it looks like at the Fire Museum.  This includes 

the table containing register tapes and the repeaters, 

as well as the Lightning Arrestor Panels (See photo-

graphs).  (See 

photographs).  We 

had a vision on 

the possibility that 

some day we 

might be able to 

get a part of it up 

and running again.  

Larry Hopkins 

agreed to come on 

board with the goal to scope out this possibility. 

And we are happy to report, he has succeeded.   

Through-out the entire year of 2021, work pressed 
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forward.  First, all lights were tested to see if they were 

still functional.  Next, the gongs were examined to see 

how they were wired into the system.  Finally, we were 

successful in getting several circuits up and running, and 

most all panel lights are functional.  Two “test” street 

boxes are wired into the system for demonstrations.  Red 

lights indicate circuit on line, and white lights blink 

when a street box is pulled.  The small gongs are also 

working.  Larry has 

been able to also 

wire in two fire 

alarm boxes into 

two circuits.  Real 

time demonstrations 

can now be given to 

visitors. 

In the meantime, 

Ric Dorris has been 

directing the work 

crews on the set-up 

and design of two 

adjunct displays.  

One is a small typi-

cal Dorm setting of 

the day.  Another display is a typical “Watch Desk” 

where a fire fighter had to stay up all night and keep tabs 

of the Gamewell bell signal codes (that would ring in all 

fire stations all night long).  It was the responsibility of 

the fire fighter on watch duty to keep tabs on the status 

of all engine and truck companies of all fire stations that 

were in or out of service (on calls), and to scrutinize each 

bell code (Street Box Code), also called a “Box Code”, 

and determine if the alarm being transmitted included his 

station.  If it did, he would wake up the crew and off they 

would go.  We have been able to wire a gong in each of 

these two display areas, one for the dorm, and one for the 

Watch Desk, and they are functional. 

Next step is to try to wire in a register tape and get it 

working as well.  All this work has been accomplished 

with NO WIRING BLUEPRINTS for Larry Hopkins to 

follow. The City evidently discarded them, and volumes 

of instruction books and binders many years ago. 

We also have possession of the original Pacific Tele-

phone’s ‘PBX” board that was at the old dispatch center.  

It too is on display.   

THIS IS A HUGE STEP FORWARD, and we are very 

pleased that we have been able to achieve this stage.  It is 

proving to be a 

prime attraction 

for visitors. 

COME VISIT 

THE MU-

SEUM AND 

SEE  

THIS WON-

DERFUL GAMEWELL DISPLAY 

Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society 

Thank you for donating to Pioneer Mutual Hook and 

Ladder Society, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit. 68-0256228.  

Your donation goes a long way in helping us achieve 

our goal of providing a regional fire museum where 

families can visit and learn.  

We invite you to visit our web site at sacfiremu-

seum.org to learn more about our organization. 

Please contact me, Art Leclaire, if you have any ques-

tions regarding your donation. (916)606-3022 or at 

sfdfrenchie@netscape.net. 

Thank you again, 

Art Leclaire, Member-At-Large 

PMH&LS                               

3650 Industrial Blvd                                                        

P.O.Box 981524 

West Sacramento, CA                                                            

http://sacfiremuseum.org
http://sacfiremuseum.org
mailto:sfdfrenchie@netscape.net

