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It is well known that Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder 

Society (PMHLS) first met at the Firehouse Restau-

rant on 2nd Street in Old Sacramento in April of 1990. 

At that luncheon, those in attendance committed to 

pursuing a goal of having a Fire Museum in Sacra-

mento. Our rich fire history was fading and the old 

firefighting equipment was being neglected, taken 

home, or just being thrown out. That first year of 

meeting together was dedicated to forming a 5013C 

non-profit organization and searching out, collecting, 

and acquiring historical firefighting memorabilia/

equipment. 

Along with the above activity, we realized the neces-

sity to solicit for members and to begin our fundrais-

ing efforts to attain our goal of the Museum. In 1991, 

we started our membership drive which continues to 

this day. The annual Father’s Day Breakfast has lasted 

fourteen years and our annual Crab Feed has lasted 

twenty-nine years up until the Pandemic of 2020 

pressed pause on this long-standing tradition.  We also 

obtained approval from the City and County of Sacra-

mento for active firefighters to use the automatic pay-

roll deduction system to donate towards our non-profit 

organization. This particular source of revenue (along 

with membership dues from all of you) has been our 

most dependable and constant source of funding. 

Let’s fast forward to November 2019. After thirty plus 

years of collecting, restoring, and fundraising we 

found a suitable building to house our collection. We 

were ecstatic to finally display our collections and 

share our beloved fire history with the community but 

the Pandemic hit us hard and closed our doors in 

March of 2020. Although the museum was closed, the 

PMHLS Board of Directors met monthly to reorgan-

ize, build, visualize, and prepare for the next opening. 

During this process we realized our pool of docents 

Phil Reif 
PMH&LS Chairman’s Report 

had severely decreased due to the Pandemic and boy, 

they are sorely missed. Currently, our Board of Direc-

tors are having to fill in for the non-returning docents. 

We would like to recruit and train a new staff of do-

cents so that each docent only has to work once or 

twice a month. We will be scheduling a new class for 

docent training in the near future.  Museum attendance 

is ramping up and the need for docents is critical. If 

you would like to volunteer, please reach out to our 

voice mail at 916-859-4181. 

“Good News!” We are open once again and ready to 

greet our members, their families, and the public. Visit 

our website at www.sacfiremuseum.org for informa-

tion or just stop by the museum Saturdays or Sundays 

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. located at 3650 Industrial 

Blvd., West Sacramento, CA 95691. Additionally, our 

Calendar of Events is ready to schedule your celebra-

tions for birthdays, weddings, memorials, school tours, 

and cook-offs. Please contact the Museum staff at 916-

859-4181 for further details. 

Come see a part of our great fire history in the Sacra-

mento region. Please examine your calendars and find 

a day! Whether you volunteer to help or bring family 

and friends to visit the Fire Museum, we will be happy 

to share it with you. 

Special  Note: In closing, I would personally like to 

thank the outgoing Board Members that have served 

with such professionalism, dedication, and commit-

ment: Dave Dolson, John Dorris, Dennis Powell, and 

Rick Viegas. Our incoming Board Members  have 

huge shoes to fill. You will all be missed! A warm 

welcome to our new Board Members: Larry Schlurer, 

Mike Daw, Nathan Trauernicht, and Erika Enslin. 

Thank you for your interest in our museum project. I 

am looking forward to working with all of you in this 

exciting time of new openings.     

http://www.sacfiremuseum.org/
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Welcome to 2021 at last . . . As the sun finally rises 

on a new year and we emerge into the sunlight, our 

crew has been hard and work at the Greatest Fire Mu-

seum in Northern California.  

The crew has been maintaining rolling equipment and 

installing new display items.  One of the best displays 

is the 1932 Gamewell Central Fire Alarm Station do-

nated to us by the City of Sacramento. It is now at our 

Museum for 

everyone to 

marvel at and 

enjoy its many 

f u n c t i o n s , 

t h a n k s  t o 

Randy Woot-

ton, Jan Dun-

bar and Larry 

Hopkins.  This 

display will 

take you back to the “old days” before modern elec-

tronics.  A must see!!! 

In progress is an early fire house dormitory scene, 

including beds. Radiators and a watch room where a 

fireman stood alarm watch to be ready to respond to 

the alarms when the calls came in.  The only things 

missing are the horses, which are not allowed in the 

building due to sanitary restrictions. 

Another wonderful exhibit is the cellar pipe display 

(nozzle).  It shows how sub-level fires were fought 

and the different appliances used to accomplish the 

task. Thanks to Henry Ogg for his “Picasso” painting 

of a Roaring fire on display. 

We also work at Metro Station 21 on Greenback 

Lanein Citrus Heights.  In progress there is an early 

Obenchain-Boyer two tank hand drawn chemical en-

gine.  This was the dream of one of our former crew 

members who has since passed away.  We are trying 

to bring his dream to fruition.    

The PMH&LS Board would like to thank the follow-

ing members for their contribution to accomplish all 

of these projects:  Randy Wootton, Ric Dorris, Dana 

Hunt, Mike Keehn, Remy Barila, Curtis Banks, Greg 

Dorris, Doug Tomka, Wilson Ray, Henry Ogg, Jan 

Dunbar, Steve Siligo, Larry Hopkins, and Gil Ay-

meric.   

 

Gil Aymeric    
Restoration Shop Superintendent  

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum News!!! 

This display, with lights 

& bells, of the Gamewell 

Central Fire Alarm Sta-

tion is a wonderful way to  

“take you back to the “old 

days” before modern 

electronics.  A must see!!!” (Quote taken from Gil 

Aymeric’s article) A special thank you to Randy 

Wootton, Jan Dunbar and Larry Hopkins who made  

this display possible!  Plan to visit soon.   

A Memorial for Retired Chief Forrest Adams 
and former Chairman of Pioneer Mutual Hook 
& Ladder Society has been set.  Here is the 
information and all who would like to attend are 
welcome. 

Location: Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 
(West Sacramento) 

Date: 10/30/2021 

Time 1300-1600 



 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

P.O Box 981524, West Sacramento, CA. 95798 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: info@sacfiremuseum.org 

Web Site: sacfiremuseum.org 

 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

(or membership renewal form) 
 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was founded on 

April 24, 1990 to establish a fire museum in California’s 

capital, Sacramento. To join our noble effort, please fill 

out this application and send it, with your tax deductible 

contribution, to: 

  PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street  - Sacramento, CA 95816 

Name:    ___________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________ 

City:        _____________________________________ 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $48        [  ]  $38 (65 & over) Contributing (yearly) 

   (Pipeman)  

 

 [  ]  $96        [  ]  $86  (65 & over) Sustaining (yearly) 

   (Engineer)  

 

 [  ]  $150      [  ]  $120 (65 & over) Sustaining (yearly)

          (Foreman) 

Lifetime Membership (one time donation) rate       

schedule includes all annual member benefits plus: 

Battalion Chief:     [  ]  $500 Donation  (paid once)  

 

Assistant Chief :    [  ]  $750  Donation  (paid once) 

 

Chief Engineer:     [  ]  $1,000  Donation  (paid once) 

 

Capitol Campaign: [  ]  $5,000  Donation  (paid once) 

(Name engraved and mounted on The Pioneer Mutual Per-

petual Foundation located in the Sacramento Regional Fire 

Museum.)    
 

 501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

 

 Lloyd Ogan 

 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 

2020—2021 
Board of Directors 

 
 Acting Chairman and Membership    

Coordinator          Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Randy Wooten 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

*    Restoration Supervisor    

         Gil Aymeric 
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Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may 
be tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

*    Erika Enslin *  Lloyd Ogan 

*    Michael Daw *  Nathan Trauernicht 

*    Jan Dunbar *  Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *  Jonathon Williams 

*    Doug Lent *  John Schwarzler  

 

Members-at-Large 

Docent Manager 
Erika Enslin 

Public Information Officer 
Chris Harvey 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 

3650 Industrial Blvd. 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 

Web Site: 

www.sacfiremuseum.org 
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Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 
Event Center Rentals 

Help support your fire museum by holding your next 

event there.  Looking for a location for a wedding, 

reception, birthday party, memorial service, retire-

ment party, etc consider renting the museum.  We 

have space for up to 150 persons in an air condi-

tioned space at very reasonable rates.  Members get 

a discount and all of the funds go directly to the op-

eration of the museum. 
 

Call (916) 859-4181 for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Voluntarism continued from page 5) 

Ladder Society. PMHL has been in existence for over  

thirty years and was finally able to open a museum a 

couple of years ago. 

Pioneer Mutual is an all

-volunteer organization 

working hard to bring 

the history of the fire 

service to the public 

along with education 

about fire prevention 

and fire safety. 

Want to help? The mu-

seum depends on vol-

unteers to open the mu-

seum and needs some 

more folks to step up as 

docents (AKA known 

as Ambassadors) to be able to open the doors for 

more days and longer hours. Please consider helping 

with a few hours now and then to keep this worthy 

endeavor alive. 

 
A Big Thank You to  

Our Sponsors  
For Helping to Support  

Our Project! 
  

Firefighter First Credit Union 
 

Vinnie’s Northbay  

Airstream Repair 

 
Capital City Signs, Inc.  

 
From the  

Sacramento Regional  
Fire Museum  

Docents: Ric Dorris,  

Craig Barmby  

& Rick Viegas 
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Recently, the City of West Sacramento loaned the Sac-

ramento Regional Fire Museum (SRFM) the original 

fire bell that once served the city when it was origi-

nally established as the Town of Washington.  

 

The bell, which is made of solid brass, was cast by the 

W. T.  Garrett Co. of San Francisco, CA and hung in 

the bell tower of the Town Hall and Fire Company. 

The Town Hall building was built in approximately 

1852, however, the Washington Fire Department was 

not formally organized until around 1900.  

 

The bell served the community until 1939 when a new 

fire station was built and it was replaced by new tech-

nology: It was relocated to the new fire station but was 

never used because an electric fire siren was installed 

in its place.  The fire station is now Burgers & Brew 

Station #1 restaurant, located at the foot of the I Street 

Bridge, where, upon visiting, you can still see the bell 

tower. 

  

Your Sacramento Regional Fire Museum is currently 

looking for a sponsor to help erect an appropriate dis-

play for this important piece of local history. 

  

  

 

 

 

What’s New at the Sacramento Regional Fire Museum? 
The Washington FD (Broderick) Fire Bell 

By: Ric Dorris 

Members of the Washington Fire Department 

located in the “Town of Washington”. The 

name was later changed to Broderick, which is 

now West Sacramento. 
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Dietz Fire Service Lanterns  

By Jan Dunbar — Member-at-Large 

Major General  

Albert Maver Winn 

 When patrons visit a fire museum or inspect old vintage 

fire apparatus, they will almost always be attracted like a 

magnet to those magnificent, ornate and colorful lan-

terns hanging off to the side, or mounted on the rear tail-

board.  Many more are on display in display cabinets.  

To this day these lanterns are very highly sought after as 

a piece of vintage firefighting equipment, and can be 

extremely expensive to acquire.  They may sport a vari-

ety of different colored glass globes (green, red, yellow, 

clear, blue, amber).  All were coal-oil, kerosene, or 

whale oil fed with a wick at the base of the glass globe.  

They often trigger a myriad of questions, such as, “Who 

made them?”, “What were they used for?”, “What is the 

significance of the colored glass globes (chimney)?” 

WHO MADE THEM? 

Robert E. Dietz became a volunteer fire fighter in New 

York in 1837.  He quickly determined that the lanterns 

in use in that day were cheaply constructed and were 

inferior in performance.  He experimented with design, 

and in 1840 he purchased a lamp and oil business in 

Brooklyn.  He began designing 

improvements to the lantern, 

and in 1842 formed the Dietz, 

Brothers & Company, an institu-

tion that would continue to carry 

his name for over 160 years.  

There were a number of other 

lantern companies during this 

time and some were used by the 

fire service:  C.T. Hamm, Bos-

ton Woven Hose and Rubber 

Co., Kelly Lamp Company, and 

Wheeling Stamping Mill. 

Robert immediately set upon 

improving the quality of his 

creation.  First was to use heavy 

brass to help create a heavier 

and more reliable center-of-

gravity (to contribute to resist-

ing being tipped over), and a larger fuel tank.   Another 

innovation was to put numerous small cotton balls into 

the fuel tank, (which also served as the base for the lan-

tern), so as to prevent the fuel oil to slosh around inside.  

The cotton balls acted like baffles, and could allow for 

the fire fighter to run with the lantern while lit with little 

fear that any flammable liquid would slosh out.   

Another significant improvement was to incorporate a 

heavy brass-rod like open shroud that circled around and 

protected the glass globe.  The glass globe functioned as 

the “chimney” and could get quite hot.  The globe 

needed to be protected from being struck and broken by 

flying objects, and to prevent anyone from accidently 

letting their fingers get too close to the hot chimney. 

To protect the glass chimney from shattering when 

struck by water spray, a “water shield” was incorpo-

rated at the top of the lamp, and it extended out beyond 

the edge of the glass chimney and downward about 2”.  

This unique adaptation became a significant design fea-

ture of the Dietz lantern.  Its function was to prevent 

potential interruption or extinguishment of the flame. 

But perhaps the most significant improvement to the 

lantern’s use and function was the incorporation of a 

vertical hollow tubular frame.  It extended outward 

from the very top-center of the chimney, and then ran 

down two sides of the lantern to the fuel tank, then lat-

erally toward the center and terminating just under the 

wick.  The purpose of this hollow tube, sometimes 

round but less often square, was to siphon off the hot 

rising gasses from the top of the 

chimney, channel it downward to 

the base of the wick, where the 

velocity of the draft would pro-

mote an increase in luminosity of 

the wick flame.  It was a 

“brilliant” idea, and it worked.   

WHAT WERE THEY USED 

FOR? 

In the early days of the American 

fire service, there was no such 

thing as electricity, radios, cell-

phones, etc.  But there still was a 

need for communication, espe-

cially on the fire ground.  The 

“Fire Trumpet” was invented and 

used, mostly by the Chief, to bark 

orders and direct companies, and 

the lantern was used to identify company duties. 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DIF-

FERENT COLLORED GLASS GLOBES  

(Chimney)? 

Each color had a distinct purpose.  Over 150 years ago 

the American fire service used a defined system of  

 
Continued on next page 
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colored globes for identification.  This was for both “in re-

sponse” to an emergency, as well as when “on scene”.   

CLEAR:  Ordinary “running lights”, placed on both sides 

of the apparatus. 

RED:  Identified a Hose Company or a Chemical Wagon;  

Sometimes used on the “port” side of the apparatus;  Also 

to block roads at the incident 

RED and CLEAR:  Identified the Chief Engineer; 

BLUE:  Identified the Assistant Chief;  Sometimes used by 

all apparatus when returning to quarters;  Also used to iden-

tify a Steamer or other pumping engine. 

GREEN:  Identified a Foreman;  Sometimes used on the 

“starboard” side of the apparatus;  Also used to identify a 

Ladder Company. 

YELLOW:  Identified the Treasurer of the department. 

AMBER (Orange):  Identified a Supply Wagon, or some-

times were used by an Insurance Agent 

COME VISIT THE MUSEUM AND SEE THEM. 

 

 

 

Continued from previous page 

This newspaper article is about three generations of  the 

Schluer family who belonged to the Woodland Volunteer 

Fire Department. It was submitted by a fourth generation 

firefighter who is now retired from the Sacramento Fire 

Department, Larry Schluer, SFD 1972-2002 

This Schluer Family Portrait  

Includes Three Generations of Firefighters 

Voluntarism 
By: Doug Lent— Member at Large 

It’s doubtful that anyone can say with any degree of 

accuracy when voluntary firefighters first came on the 

scene. A guess would be that, shortly after the inven-

tion of fire, a passerby observed something burning 

that shouldn’t be, and he or she put out the fire. No 

organization, special equipment or skills, just an act of 

necessity to protect life or property or just an act of 

goodwill for a neighbor or friend. 

So who knows when, as needed by civilization, groups 

of volunteers got together to fight fires. Fire, being 

one of the most destructive forces of nature, could 

wipe out a village if left to rage. 

In early times, some communities required both home-

owners and businesses to have buckets on hand to 

fight fires via bucket brigades. There was sometimes a 

call of “throw out your buckets”, and buckets would 

be tossed into the streets for firefighters to pick up and 

use to douse fires. In many cases bucket brigades did-

n’t get the job done, and the result was a destroyed 

building or home. 

As time went on volunteer fire brigades became more 

organized. Firefighters were trained and equipped to 

respond at any time of the day or night to fight fires 

whenever and wherever needed. As communities grew 

in size, eventually there would be paid, or at least par-

tially paid, fire departments, but volunteers were still a 

part of the overall fire protection across the land. 

To this day many cities and counties in the USA de-

pend on volunteer firefighters for some or all of their 

fire protection. In part this is still true in the Sacra-

mento area. 

The Sacramento Fire Department often uses the ser-

vices of the Fire Reserves…. a volunteer group that 

helps at fire emergencies when needed. The reserves 

are a valuable asset to the citizens of Sacramento and 

the surrounding area. Some of the Reserves go on to 

become members of the fire departments in the region. 

Which brings us to the subject of the Sacramento Re-

gional Fire Museum in West Sacramento. The Fire 

Museum is the brainchild of Pioneer Mutual Hook &  

 

 

 
(continued on page 6) 


