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On November 22, 2019, 

a dream was realized; 

this was not my dream 

but one of Paul Esola’s 

and 19 others. 

Pioneer Mutual Hook 

and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 

1990 and incorporated 

as a 501 © (3)Nonprofit 

Public Benefit Corpora-

tion for Charitable pur-

poses on November 13, 

1991. These 20 founding members were Paul Esola, Tom Part-

ington, Dennis Powell, Forrest Adams, Rosealie Atilano, Craig 

Barmby, John Church, Gary Costamagna, Tom Deise, William 

Gibson, Cliff Haskell, Ron Herman, George King, Dick Moore, 

Jim Mulligan, Phillip Reif, John Steely, Bob Tozier, Winston 

Wilson and Randy Wootton.   

On the morning of November 22nd at about 9:55 I opened the 

front door to the main entrance of the Sacramento Regional 

Fire Museum (SRFM) to set out the Museum’s OPEN sand-

wich board sign.  Standing just outside the front door was a 

Mother and her Son waiting for the museum to open.  I greeted 

them, telling them I was one of volunteer docents and wel-

comed them into the Museum’s main entrance.  The mother 

paid the entrance fees for herself and son.  As we started the 

tour she told me that they were from Vacaville and that her son 

had seen our museum website and wanted to come out to see it 

in person. Volunteer docent, Tim Adams (retired captain from 

S.F.D.) was there to answer questions and tell stories and histo-

ries of the equipment and apparatus.  The young boy wanted in 

particular to see the Ladies In White exhibit.  He had seen the 

online 30 minute video that PBS had produced about the La-

dies Auxiliary and Ladies In White Rescue Squad.  The mother 

asked about being allowed to take pictures, and about putting 

them on line, which I told her it was allowed.   

This was the dream that Paul and the other 19 founding mem-

bers had 30 years ago.  This is now your museum, and it is all 

about, helping to tell historical stories about the local fire dis-

tricts and departments both volunteer and paid.   

We want to cover the many fire company’s going back to the  

 Continued on page 2 

Currently on display at the Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 

is a 1909 Waterous pumper.  On loan from the Fairfield Fire 

Department, this unique piece of fire apparatus was the City of 

Fairfield’s first fire engine.  The rig has a 350 GPM Waterous 

positive pressure, rotary gear pump, and is powered by a small 

gasoline engine.  Originally built to be pulled by horse, the 

engine was typically pulled by a motorized vehicle or by hand. 

                                                                                                

After two major conflagrations in downtown Fairfield, the first 

in July 1906, which destroyed 6 blocks of Texas Street and a 

second in July 1909, which destroyed 10 buildings at the corner 

of Webster and Texas, the city decided it needed more modern 

firefighting capa-

bilities.  The Wa-

terous pumper was 

received on April 

20, 1910, at a cost 

of $2,300.00.  It 

was given to “the 

boys” of the Fair-

field Fireman’s 

Club, who pro-

vided fire protec-

tion to the com-

munity until it was 

incorporated five 

years later. 

Its first recorded 

fire was on July 7, 

1911 at the Fairfield Waterworks and responded to many fires 

until 1921 when it was placed behind the new Dodge/American 

LaFrance Chemical truck.  It was used on several major fires 

until 1924 when it was retired after more modern equipment 

was purchased. 

It received its name “The Glusen” from one of Fairfield’s most 

historically recognized Fire Chiefs who later became City 

Manager.  Since its retirement, the engine has been cared for by 

the firefighters of the Fairfield Fire Department and has been 

on display at many Fire Musters over the years. 

Please stop by your new Sacramento Regional Fire Museum 

and check it out. 

 

 

Fairfield Fire Department 
1909 Waterous Pumper “The Glusen” 
By Ric Dorris – Secretary PMH&LS 

First Paying Customer 
By: Rick Viegas  

Docent Manager & Member-at-Large 

Photograph by: Susan Lund 

Rick Viegas    

with the first 

paying customer 
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URGENT CALL FOR ASSISTANCE # 2 

S.F.D. TICKERTAPE CODES  

By: Jan Dunbar 
Member-at-Large 

   

early 50’s, that is 1850’s to the 1980’s and 1990’s.   

If you worked for or have worked for one of the many fire 

districts/departments or if you had a family member or friend 

that was a member of one of these great fire districts/

departments come on out and bring a friend or family.  Of 

course I would like it if you could fill out a volunteer applica-

tion while you are at the museum or online.  Please remember 

without more volunteers your museum will not be able to ex-

tend its days of the week and hours that it is open.  

 We are looking forward to seeing you at the museum.  Also, 

remember to check the website to see if and when we will be 

open that day/week.   

The new  web site address is: sacfiremuseum.org   
 

 

Continued from page 1 

CURRENT:  The PMHLS does not have in its archives the list 

of GAMEWELL Dispatch Codes used by the S.F.D. during dis-

patch. These codes were transmitted to all S.F.D. stations using 

the GAMEWELL digit code system.  Example: 

Second Alarm  00-0000000000 (2-11) 

Third Alarm  000-0000000000 (3-11 

Balance of Asment  000000-000000 (6-6) 

Additional Engine 00000 (5) 

There were over 20 such codes. 

HOWEVER:  Each S.F.D. fire station had posted on a wall all 

of the S.F.D. / GAMEWELL codes used for dispatch.  This 

chart was usually posted above the GAMEWELL ticker tape out 

in the apparatus room.  Above it was also a “Cribbage” type 

punch board with golf tees to be used to indicate the current 

alarm status. 

CHALLENGE:  We need to recreate this entire code system 

using the GAMEWLL bell system.  We need to know ALL 

codes used in the S.F.D system.  Who can help us recreate this 

chart?  What do you know? 

PLEASE CONTACT:  Jan Dunbar, Division Chief, Retired, 

S.F.D, B.O.D. of PMHLS.  hazmatjdunbar@comcast.net or 916-

941-1770 

OR:  Randy Wooton, B.O.D. of PMHLS, Sac Metro, 

pmhls.archives@gmail.com 

URGENT CALL FOR ASSISTANCE # 1 

S.F.D. INTERSECTION CODES  

By: Jan Dunbar—Member-at-Large 
 

CURRENT:  The PMHLS has assembled a dynamic histori-

cal library and paraphernalia regarding fire departments 

around the Sacramento Region. 

HOWEVER:  We are missing – representing the City of Sac-

ramento – the two or 

three volumes of the 

Gamewell Codes of 

each intersection in the 

City that were issued 

to each of the Sacra-

mento Fire Stations.  

All S.F.D. fire stations 

up to 1998 had this 3 

volume set of codes, 

tucked underneath the 

Gamewell ticker tape out In the apparatus room.  When the 

S.F.D. dispatch center issued an alarm, the four (4) or five (5) 

digit code was transmitted to the respective S.F.D. fire sta-

tions.  The station then could look up that code in the book 

and determine the intersection to which they should respond.  

As late as of 1991, I can attest to the fact that S.F.D. # 20 still 

had those books. 

CHALLENGE:  Is there any S.F.D. fire station that still has 

in possession this two or three volume set of Gamewell 

Street / Intersection codes, or is there anyone who has in their 

possession a set of these volumes?  We need a set to preserve 

and would duplicate it. 

PLEASE CONTACT:  Jan Dunbar, Division Chief, Re-

tired, S.F.D, B.O.D. of PMHLS.  hazmatjdunbar@comcast.net 
or 916-941-1770 

OR:  Randy Wooton, B.O.D. of PMHLS, Sac 

Metro, pmhls.archives@gmail.com 

The Gamewell Alarm System is at the  Sacramento  

Regional Fire Museum.  

See page 6 for the SRFM photograph taken by Susan Lund 

mailto:hazmatjdunbar@comcast.net
mailto:pmhls.archives@gmail.com
mailto:hazmatjdunbar@comcast.net
mailto:pmhls.archives@gmail.com


 

 

 Lloyd Ogan 

 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

P.O Box 981524 

West Sacramento, CA. 95798 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: info@sacfiremuseum.org 

Web Site: sacfiremuseum.org 

 

2019—2020 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

*    Restoration Supervisor    

         Gil Aymeric 
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Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may 
be tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

*    Dave Dolson *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    John Dorris *    Dennis Powell 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathon Williams 

*    Doug Lent *    Rick Viegas  

 

Members-at-Large 

Docent Manager 
Rick Viegas 

Public Information Officer 
Chris Harvey 

See the Pioneer Mutual News in color 

by going to:  

sacfiremuseum.org  
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historical artifacts: 

A 1909 Waterous gasoline powered pumper originally powered 

by horses; a 1925 Dodge chemical truck from Fairfield; and the 

return of Pioneer’s French hand pumper which has been in the 

Sacramento Fire Dept. headquarters for several years. 

For information on Museum times, call (916) 859-4181. 

Pioneer Mutual News 

Gil Aymeric    
Restoration Shop Superintendent  
FROM  THE  RESTORATION  SHOP  

AND  MUSEUM  MAINTENANCE  GROUP 

After seventeen successful years, the final swap meet at Sta-

tion 21 is in the history books.  It was a great run with many 

repeat vendors and buyers.  Thanks to Sacramento Metro 

Fire Dept. for letting us use their facility.  The next swap 

meet will be held at the new Sacramento Regional Fire Mu-

seum under the direction of Pioneer Mutual Hook and Lad-

der Society. 

The grand opening of the new museum was held on Novem-

ber 20, 2019 for the general public to visit and enjoy our 

exciting fire rigs, artifacts and memorabilia.  It was com-

plete with a historic ribbon cutting ceremony and fine televi-

sion coverage by Chanel 3 news. 

Thanks to the Sacramento Fire Reserves for their participa-

tion with rides on their antique fire engine. The Firefighters 

Burn Institute and the Firefighters First Credit Union had 

their respective organizations dispensing information. 

Many diligent volunteers worked down to the wire to get the 

museum ready for the opening, including Forrrest Adams, 

Gil Aymeric, Curtis Banks, Remy Barila, Craig Barmby, 

Bob Chase, John Dorris, Ric Dorris, Greg Dorris, Jan Dun-

bar, Dana Hunt, Mike Keehn, Henry Ogg, Wilson Ray, Bill 

Sheldon, Doug Tompka, Ric Viegas and Randy Wootton, as 

well as some of our red shirt ladies cleaning, sweeping and 

selling souvenirs. 

On November 16, the first major event at the museum was 

the Firefighters Burn Institute’s “6th alarm Chili Cook-Off”.  

It was good time for everyone. 

Work continues with the addition of  more equipment and 

 

2019 

Swap Meet 

See information about the  

Gamewell Alarm System on page 2                

              Sacramento Regional Fire Museum  

                        Photograph by:  Susan Lund 
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Craig Barmby 
Treasurer PMH&LS 

At this time of year, in years past, the primary task 

of Pioneer Mutual has usually been planning our 

next annual crab feed. This year has been considera-

bly different. With the opening of our museum in 

November the workload has become much more 

hectic. The need for people just to staff the museum 

is great and we need more help. So, this year we are 

a little behind in working on the crab feed. The date 

is set, and the wheels are in motion and everything 

will come together as usual .  Our Crab Feed Flyer 

is on Page 4 of this Newletter.  

 

As you will see, the date is February 7th and the cost 

will be $60.00. If anyone would like another copy of 

the flyer, please email me at cfbarmby@gmail.com 

and I will send you one.   

 

If you haven’t been to see the museum, please come 

and do so. The response so far has been very posi-

tive, and I think you will be impressed. Firefighters 

Burn Institute held their annual Chili Cook Off at 

the museum in early November and the event went 

very well.  

 

We hope to have more events held there in the fu-

ture as this will help defer the cost of running the 

museum and that cost is substantial. 

 

In closing, I would just like to say, have a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 Thank you  

Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor For  

Pioneer Mutual News 

Firefighters Burn Institute  

Chili Cook-Off held at the new  

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum  

mailto:cfbarmby@gmail.com
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upstairs or out in the yard, except when there was an alarm or 

fire, or when they had some station duty to perform. 

Turned down boots stood waiting in pair about the floor, rubber 

coats, with insides up so the sleeve holes could be found in a 

hurry, hung conveniently over knobby parts of the apparatus. 

Between the hose wagon and the ladder truck was the chief’s 

black carriage, small, delicate. Over the dashboard hung the 

chief’s white coat and white helmet and the driver’s cap and 

jacket. 

At unannounced times, the assistant chief made rounds of the 

house to look over the horses. He would pull a white silk hand-

kerchief from his pocket, and rub it over the back, neck, and sides 

of the horses. Any slight soil on the silk was serious; a real of-

fense. A complaint about the horse or the horses meant a fine of 

at least ten days’ pay. Cleanliness was important, but much atten-

tion was also paid to the feet of the animals. Without good, 

healthy feet a horse was useless. Shoes were changed approxi-

mately every four weeks. 

In the old horse-drawn apparatus days, a weekly inspection was 

held  to determine how quickly horses could be harnessed to the 

engines. The battalion chief of the district stood with a stop watch 

in his hand and checked the time. A firehouse’s reputation was 

only as good as its horses and men. 

If it took more than twelve seconds for the men to harness up and 

be at the curb line of the street, it was considered poor time. One 

might say here that they rolled out of quarters quicker with the 

horses than they do with the motor apparatus today. But today, of 

course, the time is made up on the road. 

A competitive, or speed test was held on April 22, 1893, to ascer-

tain the exact time in which one man could dress, harness the 

horses and have the engine in the street after the gong sounded. 

At this test, Lemuel Rudolph of No. 7 Engine, carried off the 

prize […] by making a hitch in 25 ½ seconds. 

Selected excerpts from The Firehorses of San Francisco by Nat-

lee Kenoyer. Published 1970 by Westernlore Press, Los Angeles. 

The Driver had The Hardest Job in the Service 
by: Doug Lent — Member at Large 

He was the 

first man up in 

the morning, 

and the last 

one to bed at 

night. Three 

times a week 

the horses 

were taken out 

at 5 a.m. for 

e x e r c i s e , 

unless they 

had run the 

night before. 

This meant the driver got up at 4 a.m. There were stalls to clean 

and horses to groom and harness to polish. This all had to be fin-

ished by 10 a.m. Otherwise 6 a.m. was the usual rising hour for 

all firemen. Upon rising, the driver curried and brushed his 

horses, while another scrubbed down the stalls with boiling wa-

ter, and a third man took care of the harness. Still others took care 

of the specific feeding routine. 

Each fireman who had the care of a horse went back to do his 

final chore for the day before retiring. He cleaned the stall floor, 

and bedded it with straw or peat moss. He filled the wire basket 

with hay, and put water in the basin on the left wall. Also, at 10 

a.m., every morning there was uniform inspection, and examina-

tion of quarters, horses, and apparatus. During these inspections 

the men stood at attention, while the captain walked about. If all 

was satisfactory, the men were saluted and were released to go at 

will to quarters. 

They looked forward to the leisure time after inspection. Unless 

they were called, their time was their own, to do as they wished. 

Some slept, others read, and almost always there was some kind 

of card game in progress. 

They worked twenty-four hours a day under the old system, with 

only one day off each month. The hours were long and tedious. 

The driver had the day watch from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., the lieutenant 

from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Then the night watch was given over to 

the regular firemen on four-hour shifts. 

The main floor was dark save for a small lamp on the watch desk 

and the lanterns that hung, one on each side of the hose wagon, 

steam engine, ladder truck and chief’s carriage. The signal gongs 

and wall telephone that linked the firehouse to headquarters and 

to every corner and alley in the city, and the automatic switching, 

levers, and push buttons that operated the various alarms, release 

devices and house lights in the station, were all in the compact 

space against the wall toward the front of the room. 

There sat the man on watch, at a tilt-top desk on which the jour-

nal lay opened and ready to take the record of the next alarm. He 

sat alone at the desk. The house rules kept all the other firemen 

 

Thomas Kim, (SFD Retired) is the author of  

Men of Fire  He will be donating a portion of 

the proceeds from the sale of his book to 

support Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder So-

ciety’s Sacramento Regional Fire Museum.  

You will be able to meet the author and see 

his book at this year’s crab feed.  See all the 

information about the crab feed on page 4. 

 


