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Don’t Miss this: 

The 17th Annual 

Northern Califor-

nia Fire Equipment 

and Memorabilia 

Swap Meet raises 

funds for the mu-

seum.  It will be at: 

Sac Metro Fire Sta-

tion 21 located at: 

7641 Greenback 

Lane, Citrus Heights.   

The date is Sunday, 

September 15, 2019, 

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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A new piece of vintage fire apparatus has been 

added to the current museum exhibits.  It is a 1914 

American LaFrance, Type 12, 700 gpm pumper, on 

loan from the Winters Fire Department.  It was 

originally built for the 1915 Pan American Exposi-

tion in San Francisco. The Pan American Exposi-

tion, forerunner to the Worlds Fair, was held from 

1915 to 1917 in San Francisco.  The Exposition was 

large enough to require its own Fire Department.  

The department consisted of; 

3 Fire Stations 

1 Alarm Station 

3 Engine Companies 

3 Hose/Turret Wagons 

2 Truck Companies 

1 Squad Company 

1Chemical Company 

1 Battalion Chief 

Staffing was provided by the San Francisco Fire De-

partment.  All apparatus, built by American La-

France, were a Type #12 style, except for the 2 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum Update 
By: Ric Dorris, PMH&LS Executive Secretary 

1914 American LaFrance Hose/

Turret #2 before being  

converted to a 700 GPM pumper 

And today  

as it sits in  

the museum. Continued on page 2 

A 1914 American LaFrance 
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Truck Companies and all had sequential serial num-

bers.  At the conclusion for the Exposition, all ap-

paratus was sold to area departments. 

The City of Winters purchased Hose/Turret No.2 

(#545) in 1917 to serve as its first motorized fire 

apparatus.  Before delivery to Winters FD, it was 

returned to the American LaFrance factory to be 

refitted with a 700 GPM pump and 35 gallon Bab-

cock Chemical tank.  It served the Winters FD until 

1952 at which time it was sold to a private party.  It 

later appeared again in the Harrah’s Auto Collec-

tion until 1982 at which time it was sold to the Pon-

derosa Ranch where it was on display with other 

types of fire apparatus until it closed in 2004.  The 

owners then donated it back to the City of Winters. 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

The 1924 REO chemical engine is now on display 

at the Museum after being on display at the  

California Auto Museum. 

Photograph by: Gil Aymeric 

 
Entrance to the new 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum  
Photograph by: Gil Aymeric 
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 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

P.O Box 981524 

West Sacramento, CA. 95798 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: pmhandls@att.net 

Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org 

 

2018—2019 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

Restoration Supervisor    

         Gil Aymeric 
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*    Dave Dolson *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    John Dorris *    Dennis Powell 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathon Williams 

*    Doug Lent *    Rick Viegas  

Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may 
be tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the 
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

Pioneer Mutual News 

 

Members-at-Large 

Docent Manager 
Rick Viegas 

Public Information Officer 
Chris Harvey 
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Great news!  Our 1924 REO chemical engine is fi-

nally home to our new museum where it’s now dis-

played for all to enjoy.  Thanks to West Coast Frame 

for helping deliver it from the California Automobile 

Museum.  The REO was restored years ago to its 

current showcase condition by the Restoration Shop 

and has been on display at the Auto Museum for 

several years.  Thanks to the folks at the Auto Mu-

seum for taking great care of it. 

If anyone is interested in bringing their skills and 

joining the Museum Maintenance Group, give us a 

call at 916-859-4181. 

Don’t forget the 17th Annual Northern 

California Fire Equipment and Memora-

bilia Swap Meet at Sacramento Metro 

Fire Station 21, 7641 Greenback Lane, 

Citrus Heights.   The date is Sunday, Sep-

tember 15, 2019, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Pioneer Mutual News 

Gil Aymeric  - Restoration Shop Superintendent  

The hardworking maintenance group has been work-

ing on several projects at our Sacramento Regional 

Fire Museum, including moving and positioning rigs 

for display,  installing about 300 feet of base cove 

vinyl in all the viewing areas, and cleaning and dust-

ing. 

Another major team effort was hanging two large 

framed pictures (about eleven by ten feet each, 

weighing about 300 pounds each!) on the lobby 

walls. (One picture is featured below) They were 

from the old Wells Fargo Bank building in Sacra-

mento, depicting scenes of early Sacramento prior to 

1900, including some fire houses.  This task was 

well done by the crew. 

Special custom made vinyl window coverings de-

picting old Sacramento regional fire houses and ap-

paratus adorn the exterior front windows.  They pro-

vide ultra violet protection to items inside the build-

ing as well as providing an eye-catching exterior. 

FROM  THE  RESTORATION  SHOP  

AND  MUSEUM  MAINTENANCE  GROUP 

It took major team 

effort to hang an ap-

proximately eleven 

by ten foot, about 

300 pound picture,  

on the Museum wall.   

 

Photograph by: 

Gil Aymeric 
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Craig Barmby 

This past quarter, since our last newsletter, has 

been very busy for those of us at Pioneer Mu-

tual. We continue to work very hard to get the 

museum up and running.  

We have had a couple of events at the museum 

including the celebration of life for Chief Bill 

Powell. That event went very well, and I think 

those in attendance were impressed with what 

we have done so far.  

There are a few more events scheduled and we 

hope to add more in the future. All of this takes 

a time commitment for those of us involved in 

facilitating these events and we could use some 

help. Please volunteer, if you can, to help make 

this museum a success. 

In the last newsletter, I mentioned all the help 

we received in setting up the fund raiser for the 

cemetery repair. We were amazed at the over 

whelming response from everyone. Over 

$12,000 was raised! Thanks to all of you who 

contributed to this effort. We must work with 

the City on getting the work done, which some-

times can be a slow process, but it will be 

done. 

Lastly, I would like to remind all members of 

Pioneer Mutual to please renew your member-

ship, if you haven’t done so yet. As of this 

time, quite a few of our annual members have 

not responded this year. Now that the museum 

is close to opening, our membership is more 

important than ever. We need to increase our 

support to make this museum work now and in 

the future. 

Thank you  

Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor 

For Pioneer Mutual News 
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Ladies & gents….  Pioneer Mutual Hook and 

Ladder Society and its Board of Directors is 

working hard to get your regional fire museum 

open. We’ve accomplished a lot, but there is 

still plenty to do. Rolling stock and artifacts, 

some of them rare and unusual, are being 

brought to the museum and placed in secure 

exhibit cases for you to see and enjoy. 

 

The old alarm station equipment from Winn 

Park (many of you aren’t old enough to have 

experienced that part of our history) is in the 

process of being reassembled in the new mu-

seum. Eventually it will be an active display 

so you can see how the Sacramento fire De-

partment received alarms and dispatched the 

appropriate fire companies and apparatus 

years ago. Many of us worked at the alarm 

station while on light duty or as otherwise 

temporarily assigned by the fire administra-

tion. I spent several weeks there one time, and 

it was a hoot. Now it’s ancient history. The 

old Gamewell system was replaced with mod-

ern equipment years ago. 

 

But enough about what we’ve been doing and 

a bit about what we intend to do. Our goal is 

to make your museum one of the best in the 

West. We have a ton of things to display and 

room to do so. 

 

The layout is being tweaked as we speak so 

that you’ll have a fun and educational experi-

ence when you visit the museum.  

 

What we need now are sponsors. Yes folks, 

the overhead and operating expenses are eat-

ing into the funds that you have so generously 

donated over the years. It’s going out, at least 

for now, a lot more quickly than it’s coming 

Your Fire Museum is Seeking Sponsors 
By: Doug Lent, Member at Large 

in. We need your support and the support of lo-

cal businesses and the community at large. 

 

Our first sponsor, helping us with our Pioneer 

Mutual newsletter, was (and is) the Firefighters 

First Credit Union. They’ve been a huge help to 

us now for several years. They understand the 

need to get our museum up and running to pre-

serve the history of fire departments in the 

Greater Sacramento Region. Thank you Fire-

fighters First! If you’re not a member of FFCU, 

please join to show your support. 

 

Some of you own businesses….. all of you 

know people who own businesses. A Pioneer 

committee is working on the dues structure and 

museum admission prices. It’s obvious that we 

can’t meet all of our expenses with the current 

dues structure. Having business/corporate spon-

sors would go a long way to mitigate our cash 

flow situation. 

 

Please help by passing the word to your friends, 

family, business associates and anyone else you 

can think of who could provide the museum 

with  their support. Every dollar will help de-

fray our overhead and sponsors will get benefits 

commensurate with the amount of their spon-

sorships.  We’re in the process of working out 

the details. 

 

Keeping the history of our regional fire depart-

ments alive is a worthy cause, and we’re look-

ing forward to seeing you at the museum 

 

 

See the Pioneer Mutual News in color by    

going to: sacramentofiremuseum.org  

Scroll down on the 1st page  

and click on an issue to view.  
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Going back to the middle 1800s, in what state and city 

was the first paid professional full time and organized 

fire department established West of the Mississippi? 

A: California, San Francisco 

B: California, Los Angelus  

C: California, Sacramento  

D: Ohio, Cincinnati 

I know, I know that was an easy question, as per cityof-

sacramento.org the answer is “C” Sacramento.  Sacra-

mento was the first full time paid professional  fire de-

partment west of the Mississippi establish in 1872 by the 

state of California. 

Cincinnati, Ohio was the first paid professional full time 

fire Department East of the Mississippi River established 

only 19 years earlier in 1853. 

Let's hope, that I now have your attention and your inter-

est. Your Regional Fire Museum has been in the making 

for nearly 30 years, and is now about to open its doors at 

3650 Industrial Blvd Suite 160 in West Sacramento, CA 

95691. The Sacramento Regional Fire Museum has arti-

facts and equipment going back to the mid-1800s, along 

with a complete world class Gamewell Fire Alarm Sys-

tem that was used to dispatch SacCity fire calls from the 

early 30s up until the late 80. 

Wouldn't it be great to be one of the first Volunteer Do-

cents to help educate our citizens and their children 

about the great history of our regional fire service?  

 

The Sacramento Regional Fire Museum website will be 

available soon. If you are interested in becoming a do-

cent and when the web site is online, please search for 

Sacramento Regional Fire Museum and fill in or print 

out the application and email it, or bring it into the mu-

seum.  

You can email/text or call me directly with any ques-

tions.  Just give me a call if you would like to have me 

mail you a paper application.  

Looking forward to seeing our fellow brothers, sisters 

and their children at our/your Museum. 

Rick Viegas (916) 730-3445 (call or text) or email me at 

rvSRFM@gmail.com  

What is a Docent? 
By: Rick Viegas — Docent Manager 

The first known use of the word docent was in 1880, 

Webster-Merriam definition of docent is as follows: 

1: A college or University teacher or lecturer 

2: A person who leads guided tours especially through 

Museum or Art Gallery’s.  

I personally believe a Docent is both a Teacher and a 

Museum History Guide. 

Several years ago, I went through a Volunteer Docent 

training program. The Docent program was put on by the 

California Vehicle Foundation - California Auto Mu-

seum in Old Town Sacramento. I went into the program 

thinking I already knew quite a bit about cars given that I 

grew up in 50s and 60s with two older brothers. On the 

first day of class and before the first hour of the 3-hour 

class was over, I realized that, I had no idea of the his-

tory or of the amazing stories involving the automobile.  

I'll give you one example of a question we were asked. 

Who and what year was the first “Automobile” (Latin 

and Greek word for self-propelled) made? 

A: Karl Benz 1868  

B: Henry Ford 1892 

C: Nicholas Cugnot 1769 

D: August Duesenberg 1897 

The answer is “C” in 1769 a French Artillery Captain 

named Nicholas Joseph Cugnot designed and built a 

steam powered Caisson Cart to help move heavy artillery 

equipment. 

The point I'm trying to make is that I've been given the 

privilege and responsibility of organizing the volunteer 

docent program for your fire museum. 

Now I'm going to ask you a second question. First let's 

go over some facts about the United States, how many 

states are East of the Mississippi River and how many 

are West of the Mississippi River? 

Wikipedia.org tells us that there are 26 states that are 

East, and 24 states that are West of the Mississippi 

River. 


