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A Pension Well Earned

New Fire Museum Building
By: Ric Dorris
PMH&LS Board Secretary

Excerpt from the Sacramento Bee July, 8th 1920

For the last several months, your Board has been working on a long sought after permanent museum site.
Faced with the immediate need to relocate our growing
fleet of vintage motorized fire apparatus, PMH&L has
leased a building in West Sacramento, which will be
named the “Sacramento Regional Fire Museum”.

Fire Chief Charles W. Anderson was placed on the
pension rolls yesterday by the City Pension Board.
Anderson will receive half pay. The Chief was retired
due to physical incapacitation from numerous injuries
suffered while on duty. Four physicians certified his
disabilities.

The 14,000 square foot building, located on Industrial
Blvd., between Enterprise Blvd. and Harbor Blvd., will
house the fire apparatus and other fire service artifacts
PMH&L has collected over the years. In addition, the
new facility will serve as a Learning and Event Center,
providing space for fire safety education classes and
private events. The event center will be available for
rent for fundraisers, parties,
etc.

Chief Anderson began service as a call man in July of
1906 and was appointed Fire Chief in 1910 by Mayor
M. R. Beard. During his career he sustained many injuries. A double hernia, twisted muscles in the arms and
legs, a complete nervous breakdown, crushed heart
valve and ruptured blood vessels. At the Columbia
Market fire, he was showered with
burning lard. At the Emmett
Philipps Apartment fire, a plank
pierced his intestines. At the Standard Furniture Plant fire, he was
electrocuted. Last year he was severely shocked by live wires again
while rescuing two firemen.

Submitted By: Forrest D. Adams
PMH&LS Chairman & SFD, Retired

The West Sacramento site
was chosen for its proximity
to downtown and Old Sacramento. The selected site is
in a desirable area with a reasonable cost and easy access.
Other possible sites in the
Sacramento area were either
to expensive or not of sufficient size. Currently going
through the permit process
with the City of West Sacramento, it is anticipated that
we can move into the new
facility by late January or
early February.
Stay tuned for further updates.

Fire Chief
Charles W. Anderson

The accident that finally brought
about the forced retirement of
Chief Anderson occurred on April
27th when he collided with a fire
truck at the intersection of 26th and
I Streets while both were responding to an alarm. His car was
smashed and it’s a miracle that he
escaped with his life. Loyal C.
Moore was appointed to Fire Chief
replacing Anderson.

Editor’s note: The Chief passed
away of a heart attack at his home
at 811 27th Street on the 13th of
September 1947 at the age of 80.
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Restoration Supervisor
Gil Aymeric

Treasurer’s Report
Craig Barmby
There hasn’t been a whole lot of activity this past
quarter as far as Pioneer Mutual’s finances are concerned. I expect that will change soon as we are getting close to occupying our new museum location
probably sometime in the next couple of months.
There will be many expenditures to get the new museum up and running and we all will be very busy.
But right now things are pretty slow. We are still receiving some annual member dues checks and the
monthly payroll deduction checks. We made a little
money at this year’s annual swap meet that was held
in September ($1754.00) and that’s about it.

FROM THE RESTORATION SHOP
October 23, the Restoration Shop crew moved the
Pegasus hand pumper (at the request of Metro
Admin.) from it’s museum site in Citrus Heights to
Metro’s Headquarters building in Rancho Cordova.
Meanwhile, at the shop we’re working on small projects such as the electrical system of the shop forklift,
and cleaning and repairing items that will be on display at our new museum site opening soon (we hope).
Our big project at present is fabricating stanchions to
hold a plastic chain barrier to protect our fire apparatus and special displays in the new building. With a
lot of planning and design, we’re finally moving to
the fabrication stage for the stanchions.

There is another fund raising program that I would
like to mention. For anybody who shops online at
Amazon there is a program called AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with
the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop
on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products
to the charitable organization of your choice.

Be sure to watch the Rose Bowl Parade on New
Year’s Day. The Native Sons of the Golden West,
Auburn Parlor #59,
along with members
of the Gold Rush
Fire Brigade Brass
Band, and Pioneer
MH&L Red Shirts
will be participating,
under the direction
of
John Schwartzler.
Featured rigs will
include
La d d e r
Wagon (1890), Seagrave Hose Wagon
( 19 01 ),
Chie f’ s
buggy (1898), Victorian depot wagon (1900) and
Clapp and Jones Steam Pumper (1874),

Pioneer Mutual has been registered with AmazonSmile since early this year as a donation choice. We
have already received some small donations. What we
need is more people signing up for AmazonSmile. For
information on how you can sign up go to
smile.amazon.com. It’s easy and it costs you nothing.
Of course, lastly, we have our annual Crab Feed coming up February 8th at Scottish Rite. There is a flyer in
this newsletter with all the information or I can email
one to you if you email me at cfbarmby@gmail.com.
This is always a great event so please plan to attend.
In closing I would like to wish everyone a happy holiday season, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
News and Future Events

Don’t forget our Annual Crab Feed on February 8 at
the Scottish Rite Auditorium. Your attendance allows
us to continue our work in maintaining the museum
collections.

FYI: Gold Rush Days was cancelled this year. It will be
held the following year to coincide with the 150 year celebration of the completion of the Trans Continental Railroad
and is scheduled to take place Memorial Day Weekend, 2019
The Red Shirts participate in period reenactments during this
three day weekend event. The Red Shirts come to the rescue
riding horse-drawn restored historical equipment in order to
save damsels in distress from a “smoke” filled building, plus
much more.

Have a Happy Holiday Season.

Gil
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Pioneer Mutual News

Please consider including Pioneer Mutual in your trust or will. There may
be tax advantages in doing so, and it
would be a great way to perpetuate
Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the
fire service in the Sacramento Valley region.

is published quarterly by
Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society
3230 J Street
Sacramento, CA. 95816
VoiceMail: 916-859-4181
Email: pmhandls@att.net
Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org

2017—2018
Board of Directors







APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Chairman
Forrest Adams
Vice Chairman Phil Reif
Secretary
Ric Dorris
Treasurer
Craig Barmby
Collections Manager
Randy Wootton
Restoration Supervisor
Gil Aymeric

(or membership renewal form)

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was
founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire museum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join
our noble effort, please fill out this application and
send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to:

PIONEER MUTUAL
HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY
3230 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95816

Members-at-Large
*

Dave Dolson

*

Lloyd Ogan

*

John Dorris

*

*

Jan Dunbar

*

*

Dana Hunt

*

*

Doug Lent

*

Dennis Powell
 Lloyd Ogan
Henry
Ogg
 Tom
Partington

Phil
Reif
Jonathon Williams
 Dennis Smith
Rick Viegas

Name:

___________________________________

Address: __________________________________
___________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: __________________ Zip: _____________
Indicate your contribution level:

Mark your calendar for next year:
Friday, February 8, 2019
at the Scottish Rite Center
Carlson & H Street
Sacramento, CA
See Page 4 for More Information

[ ] $24

Contributing (yearly)
(Pipeman)

[ ] $50

Sustaining (yearly)
(Engineer)

[ ] $500

Life (one time)
(Foreman)

[ ] $750

Patron
(Assistant Chief)

[ ] $1000 & up
Benefactor
(Chief Engineer)
501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228
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Sacramento Volunteer Fire Chief Engineers 1850-1872
By: Forrest D. Adams, PMH&LS Chairman & SFD, Retired
Walter W. White 2014-2017
Asst. City Manager Christopher C. Conlin, Acting
Fire Chief 2017-2018
Gary E. Loesch 2018-Present

Sacramento Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Engineers 1850-1872
Hiram Arents, David McDowell, R. M. Folger, I.
M. Hobbard, J. H. Houseman, J. B. Blanchard,
Henry Polly, Joseph Friend, George Brickman, R. J.
Graham, Hugh Kelley, David C. Wilson, John Donnellan, William Gillen, Frank Johnson, A. H. Hapeman, William D. Farrell and George Schmeiser.
This is a list of names without their terms. The
Chief Engineers were elected by the membership.
Many of them served multiple terms sometimes not
consecutive. There was a total of 26 terms in the 22
years of volunteer service.

References: Sacramento County Historical Society’s Golden Notes, SFD Records, Captain H. M.
Heiser’s book Memories of the Fire Service and
History of Sacramento County with illustrations
Thomson West 1880.
*Note* Captain Heiser’s book documents a “call
man” named Thomas Townsend was appointed
Chief by Mayor Beard and served from? -1912.
This was during Chief Anderson’s tenure. Conflicting information and I am still researching the subject.

Sacramento Fire Department Chief Engineers/Fire Chiefs 1872-2018
The title changed from Chief Engineer to Fire Chief
eventually. This position was first appointed by Fire
Commissioners then the Mayor, then the Commissioner of Health and Public Safety and finally
where it resides now, appointment of the Fire Chief
is the responsibility of the City Manager.

Below is a photograph from the Jim Cooke collection.
The aerial ladder is holding an advertising to a 1944
movie called: Skating Vanities.
The top of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, in
downtown Sacramento, can be seen in the background

W. B. Hunt 1872-1874
W. H. H. Lee 1874-1876
Henry Burnham 1876-1879
W. H. H. Lee 1879-1879 (2nd time) deceased
Oct. 1879
Cornelius Sullivan 1879-1883
Mike O’Meara 1883-1885
H. A. Guthrie 1885-1910
Charles W. Anderson 1910-1920
Loyal C. Moore 1920-1921
Michael J. Dunphy 1921-1941
Terrence Mulligan1941-1956
Thomas A. Deise 1956-1969
Winston O. Wilson 1969-1973
William R. Powell 1973-1986
Ray Charles 1986-1988
Gary Costamagna 1988-1999
Dennis Smith 1999-2004
Julius “Joe” Cherry 2004-2006
Forrest D. Adams 2006-2008
Ray S. Jones 2008-2013
Dan M. Haverty 2013-2014
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Growing With
The Sacramento Fire Department
Written by: Herman Graham
Pioneer Mutual News statement: The following article is from a
research paper called, “Growing with the Sacramento Fire Department” written by Herman Graham. The date Mr. Graham
wrote this paper is unknown, but there are clues. For example,
it appears to be written in the 70’s or earlier because it is a carbon copy of the original typed document. In the 1980’s, typewriters were being replaced by word processors. This document’s cover page states that it is “a research paper prepared for
Dr. Joseph McGowan, History 101.” A search online revealed
there was a professor of history named Dr. Joseph McGowan
who worked at Sacramento State University starting when it
was built in April of 1953.
How this research paper was found is quite amazing. The story
is that Robert Loney, the brother of Jonathon Williams, SFD
(retired), found it in box while remodeling a book store in San
Francisco. What a lucky find! It is a gold mine of information
and it also has historical pictures that will be featured in future
Pioneer Mutual News along with more of the historical information Mr. Graham provided.
Here is the excerpt from Herman Grahams Research Paper:
“Growing with the Sacramento Fire Department.”
Initiation to fire began kindly for the future capital city. A hay
stack caught fire on Kay Street, September 13, 1849, thus marking Sacramento’s first recorded fire. The September 13 th fire in
the hay stack was only a prelude and was followed by the new
city’s first great fire, or conflagration, on April 4, 1850. Regardless of financial loss of $50,000 to $100,000 incurred in the
destruction of the eight or ten buildings destroyed, the value
gained as a result of the disastrous fire seemed adequate to
cause concern among the citizenry to think seriously of protecting themselves against further and possibly more serious losses
from the same source.

Thank you
Firefighters First Credit Union
Corporate Sponsor
For Pioneer Mutual News

Merchants, concerned over merchandise and wares in their
stores as well as the safety of their families, appear to have been
leaders in initiating fire protection services. A hand pumper
engine was imported in 1850 from the East but it was a futile
move at the time due to a lack of a source of water. The only
practical method of fire fighting for the moment, in view of the
type of building construction and lack of water, was to starve
the fire of fuel by the use of hooks to tear down and remove the
canvas structures (building material being used at the time)
from the path of the fire.
Certainly not all were in accord with the happenings of the day
then any more than now. Merchants and citizens, who bore the
brunt of the expense of furnishing of their own fire protection,
looked with exception upon those who failed to share their apprehensions, as well as expenses, for mutual protection. A fair
sample of the climate of feelings finally erupted through what
some historians consider a window in
the community, the local newspaper. Continued on page 5

Please go to: sacramentofiremuseum.org
to see Pioneer Mutual News in color.
Scroll down on the opening web page
and click on an issue to view.
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Revocable Living Trust
By: Doug Lent, Member at Large
You all know what a Round Tuit is don’t you? Well my
wife, Dixie, and I finally got one, and it’s about time.

the trust, signed the appropriate papers and went about our
business. Yes there is paperwork involved in setting it up
and moving assets into the trust, but Lilith, and our attorney were there to help us every step of the way.

In all of our years together we haven’t had a trust or even
a will. We kept putting it off and off and finally decided to
do something about it.

Lilith recommended two legal offices in the Sacramento
area with which she had an informal relationship. We
chose Heather Mayer of Mayer & Young in Gold River.
Heather is a sharp lady, down to earth and really knows her
business. She was able to dumb it down so that even I
could understand what was needed. Well almost.

The kicker? Several months ago we heard that Firefighters
First Credit Union had opened a trust department to service their members. The trust office is at their headquarters in LA, but their trust officer, Lilith Mansuryan, had
scheduled a couple of meetings in the Sacramento area to
explain their program. The meeting was well attended, and
we got an upfront explanation of the pros and cons of having, or not having, a will and/or trust in California.

The best part? When we pass no one in our nuclear or satellite families has to do anything but turn it all over to Lilith. She and Member’s Trust handle all the paperwork,
pay taxes, settle the estate, sell the house, distribute the
assets in the manor set up in the trust and just generally
handle everything. They do, of course, charge a fee for
doing these things, but it’s at a very competitive rate especially when you consider that none of your family members have to do the dirty work.

Without a trust all assets, upon death, will need to go
through probate… a very expensive proposition to your
heirs. Not wanting to have that happen, we carefully listened to what Lilith had to say. Local branch manager,
Jessica Armes, was at the meeting and agreed that a trust
would be a good idea.

Dixie and I are resting a little easier knowing that we’ve
finally gotten a Round Tuit.

Dixie and I have both had family members who were executors of a will or trust, and none of them had an easy
time of it. A trust for the most part eliminates probate, but
there is still a bunch of work that needs to be done to properly deal with all the paperwork and headaches. My
brother was executor/trustee of our mother’s trust, and it
took him several years to get it finalized due to several
factors.

For more information contact:
Heather Mayer
Mayer & Young
2377 Gold Meadow
Way,
Suite 100
Gold river, CA 95670
916-631-1996

So…….. we discovered that we could set up a trust and
name Firefighters First as the successor trustee. Simply
put it means that none of our family members have to deal
with the legalities at all. We met with the attorney, set up

Photograph From Jim Cooke’s Collection (PMH&LS Archives)
Sacramento Fire Department Central Station, March 13, 1937

Lilith Mansuryan, Trust Officer
Firefighters First Credit Union
815 Colorado Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90041
323-550-4970

“Growing With The Sacramento Fire Dept.”
continued from page 3
The following notice, found in the Sacramento Daily
Union, demonstrates a sample of opinion:
Resolved, as Mesers McNalty & Co., who exalt in
having $75,000 worth of goods in their store, and who
refuse positively to subscribe a dollar towards the organization of a Fire Department, that in case of fire in
their building, the energies of the citizens are requested, to be directed, to the saving of the adjoining
property, and not of theirs.
Signed W.T. Kennedy, Sec’ry
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