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We can thank the Native Sons of the Golden West, Au-

burn Parlor #59, for the Gold Rush Fire Brigade. The 

roots of the Gold Rush Fire Brigade go back several 

years to the 1980s when the Native Sons of the Golden 

West (NSGW), Auburn Parlor #59 (AP #59) hauled 

home the rotted skeleton of an old horse-drawn Fire Lad-

der Truck from Virginia City, Nevada. After years of 

neglect only the bare bones were left. For example: 

 

 There were wheels on the back but not on the 

front. 

 It had the main frame such as the axle and other 

metal parts. 

 It had the basket that stored the hose and turnout 

gear. 

 The ladders were missing. 

This was to be the next historic wagon restoral project for 

the Parlor members since restoring a Wells Fargo stage-

coach originally built by the Henderson Wagon Works in 

Stockton, California.  They also restored a freight wagon. 

This freight wagon is equivalent to the semi trucks we 

use today to deliver goods, minus an engine and add a 

few horses. All together, they have restored 15 wagons 

including a horse-drawn black hearse still in use today if 

The History of the Gold Rush Fire Brigade 

By: Pamela Basurto 

members have the de-

sire to travel in style to 

their final resting place. 

Beautifully restored 

historical rigs such as 

this can be seen at the 

Carriage Barn at the 

Bernhard Museum in 

Auburn. 

You may be wondering 

at this point how the 

Gold Rush Fire Bri-

gade ties into all of 

this.  Well, after a year 

of work parties, AP 

#59 had reworked the 

hors-drawn fire ladder 

truck’s entire wagon by 

fabricating the front 

suspension, the driver’s 

seat box, running 

boards, wheels and 

wood ladder props. 

Years latter, period 

ladders were provided 

by the Pioneer Mutual 

Hook & Ladder Soci-

ety. 

Three American Cream 

Draft Horses, owned 

by John Schwartzler, 

were put into service 

for the debut of 

“Ladder Truck #59”, at 

the Draft Horse Classic in Grass Valley.  John said, “The 

participants wore the uniform of the period, black pants, 

white shirts, black  string ties, red suspenders, helmets 

and black boots.  The viewing audience was thrilled by 

 Continued on page  3 

The Native Sons of the Golden 

West (NSGW) is a state wide 

organization that was estab-

lished in 1877.  It is a fraternal 

origination like the Elks Club. 

Their goal is to preserve Cali-

fornia History by acquiring 

properties and providing the 

necessary restorations.   The 

Native Sons of the Golden 

West have worked closely in 

helping to establish many of  

California’s State Parks.  Be-

cause of them, we have Sutter’s 

Fort, Gold Discovery Park, re-

stored Spanish Missions, and 

many others. 

The members of Native Sons of 

the Golden West (NSGW), Au-

burn Parlor #59  (AP #59), re-

ceived its charter on April 4, 

1885 and is responsible for the 

bronze plaques located at many 

historical sites throughout the 

Auburn area. 

NSGW, Auburn Parlor #59  

received a commendation from 

the County of Placer in 2008 

for their outstanding contribu-

tion to preserve and celebrate 

the history and heritage of the 

State of California. 

John Schwartzler and his team 

of Amercian Cream Draft 

Horses in San Francisco in 2006 
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Restoration Supervisor 
Gil Aymeric 

The Citrus Heights 18th Annual “Red, White and 

Blue Parade” will be on June 24, 2017 in Downtown 

Citrus Heights along Sunrise Blvd. The parade is sched-

uled to begin at 9:00 am.  

On July 1, 2017, Woodland is having a 

“Remembrance Ceremony” to mark the 125th Anni-

versary of when the Opera House and much of down-

town Woodland was destroyed by fire. This one day 

event includes a reenactment of this fire. The Gold Rush 

Fire Brigade horses will pull a Clapp & Jones Size 3 

horse-drawn steam fire engine (steam pumper) that was 

purchased by Woodland in 1875 and it’s been there ever 

since.  This steam pumper fought the 1892 fire that 

burned down the Opera House, two city blocks and a 

block of residences. During this “Remembrance Cere-

mony”, the steam pumper will be pulled to the exact spot 

where the fire started.  To make the “fire” more dra-

matic, fake smoke will be coming out of a bank building. 

This 125th year anniversary event takes place from 12 

p.m. to 5 p.m. in Heritage Plaza and includes: antique 

apparatus, historical demonstrations, tours of the beauti-

fully restored Opera House and much more. The reenact-

ment involving the Fire Brigade will be presented at 1:00  

p.m. and 3:00 p.m.  

Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society’s Annual 

Swap Meet to be held Sunday,  September 17, 2017, at 

Sacramento Metro Fire Station #21 Drill Grounds, 7641 

Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights, CA from 8:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m.  

Gold Rush Days in Old Sacramento will be held Labor 

Day from September 2-4, 2017 - Saturday and Sunday 

from 11:00 a.m. to 7 p.m. - Monday (to be decided) 

Upcoming Events 

FROM THE RESTORATION SHOP 

 

“To The Rescue” is a display of our rigs and fire memo-

rabilia at the California Car Museum, is running through 

June 19th.  Most of our equipment is there, which leaves 

an almost empty shop and gives the crew a chance to  

clean and re-arrange shelving, fix holes in the ceiling 

and sanitize the floors.   

 

This also gave our Restoration Superintendant and two 

other Board members (Ric Dorris and John Dorris) an 

opportunity to leave town on their annual East Coast 

tour of fire museums, swap meets, fire auctions and 

some darn good restaurants.  We looked for needed parts 

and information to do the best possible work at our 

shops.  Some of the spots we visited were:  Fire Muse-

ums in Philadelphia, PA, Reading, PA, Trenton, NJ,  

New York City, Harrisburg, PA; Swap Meets in Allen-

town, PA and Jackson, MI and the Spring Melt 29th An-

nual Fire Memorabilia Auction in Allentown, PA.  The  

trip also included the Hudson Auto Museum, Ypsulanti, 

MI;  Ford Piquette Avenue Model T Plant, Detroit, MI; 

Yankee Air Museum, Ann Arbor, MI; Hand in Hand 

Restoration and fire collection, Jackson, MI; 911 Memo-

rial Museum, NYC; Butch Tickner’s fire collection; and 

retired “John J. Harvey” fire boat on the Hudson River.  

We observed the management of the museums to see 

what ideas we could take away for use in our own Sac-

ramento Fire Museum. 

 

At the end of May, we’ll start getting ready to partici-

pate in the Citrus Heights “Red, White and Blue Parade” 

on June 24.  We’ll also be wearing our red shirts in 

Woodland July 1, to rescue the poor damsels in distress 

and to celebrate the anniversary of  the city’s 

“destructive conflagration” in 1892, which did major 

fire damage to the city.  Fire fighters from Sacramento 

Fire Department boarded a special train with a steamer 

and a hose cart to come to the aid of the city during this 

disaster.  

By: Gil Aymeric, Ric Dorris and John Dorris  

 

Mark your Calendar for next year: Friday, February 9, 2018  at the Scottish Rite Center, Carlson & H Street 
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 Tom Partington 

 Phil Reif 

 Dennis Smith 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(or membership renewal form) 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society was 

founded on April 24, 1990 to establish a fire mu-

seum in California’s capital, Sacramento. To join 

our noble effort, please fill out this application and 

send it, with your tax deductible contribution, to: 
 

 

PIONEER MUTUAL 

HOOK & LADDER SOCIETY 
3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95816 
 

Name:    ___________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________ 
 

City:  _____________________________________ 
 

State:  __________________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Indicate your contribution level: 
 

 [  ]  $24  Contributing (yearly) 

    (Pipeman) 
 

 [  ]  $50  Sustaining (yearly) 

    (Engineer)  
 

 [  ]  $500  Life (one time)   

    (Foreman) 

 

 [  ]  $750  Patron 

    (Assistant Chief) 
 

 [  ]  $1000 & up Benefactor 

    (Chief Engineer) 
 

501(c)(3) IRS tax exempt I.D. Number 68-0256228 

 

Pioneer Mutual News 
is published quarterly by  

Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Society 

3230 J Street 

Sacramento, CA. 95816 

VoiceMail: 916-859-4181 

Email: pmhls@rcip.com 

Web Site: sacramentofiremuseum.org 

 

2016—2017 
Board of Directors 

 
 Chairman  Forrest Adams 

 Vice Chairman Phil Reif 

 Secretary  Ric Dorris 

 Treasurer  Craig Barmby 

 Collections Manager   

   Randy Wootton 

 Restoration Supervisor   

   Gil Aymeric 
 

Members-at-Large 

7 

Please consider including Pioneer Mu-
tual in your trust or will. There may be 
tax advantages in doing so, and it 
would be a great way to perpetuate 

Pioneer’s goal of keeping alive the history of the fire 
service in the Sacramento Valley region.                  

*    Ed Basurto *    Dennis Powell 

*    Dave Dolson *    Doug Lent 

*    John Dorris *    Lloyd Ogan 

*    Jan Dunbar *    Henry Ogg 

*    Dana Hunt *    Jonathan Williams  

 Original Firehouse Chemical 4 on Folsom Blvd  

Currently Housing Fire Fighter Local Union 522 
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It escapes me as to how many years I’ve been on the 

Pioneer Mutual Board. Several years ago I let Loran 

Wolcott know that I was interested in helping Pioneer in 

some small way. Loran, being an ex-jarhead (me too), 

pulled his drill sergeant persona out and appointed me to 

a vacant spot on the Board of Directors, and I’ve been 

there ever since. Bless Loran’s heart, for he was one of 

the hardest working spark plugs Pioneer has ever seen. 

RIP Loran. 

It’s amazing what a guy with little talent (that would be 

me) can learn by simply attending the meetings and get-

ting involved. At first blush I though Pioneer was just 

some guys reminiscing about the past and maybe getting 

together for a beer or two now and then. Turns out I was 

right about that, but there was, and is, so much more. 

Over the years Pioneer has been in existence, 27 years 

and counting, they’ve acquired a tone of equipment and 

artifacts, rolling stock and display items that really need 

a new home. So much stuff in fact that some of it is be-

ing stored at the personal expense of some Pioneer 

members. 

What we need is a permanent museum… a place to dis-

play all of the items of historical value and to also have  

 

Member at Large — Doug Lent 
Out of Thin Air 

an educational component to teach kids and adults 

about fire safety.  

The Greater Sacramento Area needs this. We know it 

and you know it. The challenge lies in getting enough 

folks who have the resources to make it happen inter-

ested enough to start writing some checks. 

Ed Basurto, with the help of his wife Pam, has done an 

excellent job of raising funds through the Capital Cam-

paign program…. Thousands of dollars to date. But 

more is needed. We’ve checked out some possible lo-

cations for a museum, but it turns out that we just can’t 

finance such a place by depending on annual dues from 

the membership.  

So….please consider making a contribution, annual or 

otherwise, above and beyond your dues. We’ve kept 

entry level dues at $24 per year which simply isn’t 

enough to get the job done. Dues have remained the 

same for 27 years while everything around us has gone 

up to some degree. 

We can’t put together a museum out of thin air…., and 

that’s where you can help. Please. 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society Exhibit at 

the  California Auto Museum until June 19th. 

See Page 4 for more information. 
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pulled hand drawn equipment that first year at Gold Rush 

Days but was discontinued the following years due to the 

advantages of riding a fire wagon and letting the fire 

horses do the all the hard work.  This new fire company 

now needed an identity and since Gold Rush Days 

brought together several Gold Rush Era Fire Depart-

ments, it was decided to choose the name the “Gold Rush 

Fire Brigade.”  This name reflected the mutual aid dem-

onstrated between towns and cities during that era. 

A few years ago, an El Dorado County Fire Chief, Mike 

Hardy, supported these efforts by providing the group 

with Fire Station #73 in Pilot Hill, California.  This fire 

station is on Highway 49, close to the Gold Discovery 

site in Coloma.  This fire house provides a shop for stor-

ing and working on the fire apparatus, plus it provides a 

place where annual barbeques bring Gold Rush Fire Bri-

gade members together.  Also, the public can visit during 

open houses where they can see a restored horse-drawn 

Chiefs Buggy, a Seagrave Hose Wagon, Ladder Truck 

#59, a hand drawn hose cart, and more.  

The mission remains the same today, to bring part of a 

fire museum to the public.  The value of a “live” fire 

ground operation enables the Gold Rush Fire Brigade to 

educate the public in the history of the fire service by 

bringing all the tools and equipment into play as it was 

over one hundred years ago. 

But there is another mission of the Gold Rush Fire Bri-

gade, which includes the Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder 

Society, the Mountaineer Hook & Ladder Company, and 

other red shirt companies in various gold rush towns who 

all belong to the Gold Rush Fire Brigade. They have res-

cued and restored a collection of fire equipment and fire 

department memorabilia which mostly remains in stor-

age.  A permanent place is needed for these important 

historical and beautifully restored items for the public to 

view and enjoy. This is what all the members of the Gold 

Rush Fire Brigade hope for: a World Class Regional Fire 

Museum for Sacramento. 

 

Contact for more Information: 

 

 

Forrest Adams    (916) 698-9931                                                     

forrestadams@onemain.com 

 

 

John  Schwartzler   (530) 334-0201        

4320 Highway 49, Pilot Hill, CA 95664 

email: johngfd@csfa.net    

the fire horses running in the arena with “firemen” hang-

ing off the running boards.” 

Since its restoration, Ladder Truck #59 has been part of 

many events with the help of the American Cream Draft 

Horses owned by John and Sandy Schwartzler of Green-

wood Ranch.  John and Sandy have owned their ranch 

since 1983 and they have 11 American Cream Draft 

horses and 2 American Cream Mules.  

John has had his horses pulling wagons since his children 

were youngsters. (His children are now in their forties 

and have children of their own.)  He has been a member 

of the Native Sons of the Golden West (NSGW), Auburn 

Parlor #59 (AP#59) since 1983 and is responsible for 

starting the wagon restoration program. He is a retired 

captain from the Georgetown Fire Department and a long 

term member of the Mountaineer Hook & Ladder Com-

pany and the Gold Rush Fire Brigade. Many members of 

the Gold Rush Fire Brigade belong to NSGW. 

Ladder Truck #59’s demonstration, at the Draft Horse 

Classic, evolved into a relationship with the California 

State Fire Association Steamer team which had just 

started up its state wide programs representing the Cali-

fornia Fire Service.  Red bib shirts and bell caps were the 

fire crew’s uniform.  John’s involvement with the 

Georgetown Fire Department brought a restored steamer 

and Ladder Truck #59 into Georgetown, California, 

where they had a core group of firemen outfitted as the 

Mountaineer Hook & Ladder Company (MH&LC) which 

was Georgetown’s Fire Department’s original name.  The 

MH&LC were soon showing these horse-drawn-rigs as 

far east as Virginia City for the Bishop Mule Days, and 

into several Gold Rush towns along Hwy 49, Sacra-

mento, and as far south as the Rose Parade in Pasadena, 

California. 

After participating for several years at the Old Sacra-

mento Gold Rush Days parade which happens during 

Labor Day weekend, the Mountaineer Hook & Ladder 

Company was approached by the Sacramento Convention 

Bureau to put together a show for this event.  While dis-

cussing the options over a beer with Kevin Patterson 

from Red Barn Productions of the Renaissance Fair fame, 

it was decided to present period fire trucks racing to a 

staged fire at a Gold Rush Era brothel, which is still a 

part of the Annual Gold Rush Days celebration where 

two shows a day are presented.    

Needing additional personnel to handle the fire ground 

operations, the Mountaineer Hook & Ladder Company 

called for the Pioneer Mutual Hook & Ladder Society “to 

put on their red shirts and join the show.”  The Red Shirts 

 

The History of the Gold Rush Fire Brigade — Continued from Page 1 

mailto:johngfd@csfa.net
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Come See the Exhibit! 
 

California Automobile Museum Features: 

 “To the Rescue!  

The Fire Trucks and People                  

That Saved Our Cities”   

This will be a featured display until June 19, 2017 

California Automobile Museum  

2200 Front Street  

Sacramento (south of Old Sacramento)  
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Ahrens Fox frame with engine and back-

ground). 

 

 

Thank you Firefighters First Credit Union 

Corporate Sponsor 

For Pioneer Mutual News 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Red Shirts 


