
CITY OF THORP 
 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 2023, AT 6:30 PM 
AT THORP CITY HALL 

 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Wnek.  In attendance were Alderpersons                      
Abramczak, Korn, Lawcewicz and Rosemeyer. Also in attendance were DPW Leech, Clerk-Treasurer 
Pogodzinski, Library Director Soderstrom and Thorp Courier reporter Ross Pattermann.  
 

ROUTINE BUSINESS 
 
2. Comments and suggestions from pre-registered citizens 

Bill Abramczak questioned the special assessments and interest charges for the new street project on N. 
Church Street and W. School Street. He felt the city should not be making money from the interest charged for 
the assessments.  Joy Dorivien (Paff) property owner at 106 N. Adams Street spoke regarding the Conditional 
Use Permit for Cherry Drywall.  She was opposed to the Conditional Use Permit for Cherry Properties and 
prefers to have lots with single family homes.  She noted that the decision the Council makes will affect her and 
her family.  Attorney Matt Fleming representing the Paff family noted that the type of use for the Conditional Use 
Permit should not be allowed in this zoning district.  He felt it is not always appropriate in all areas and the area 
would be congested due to building across property lines.  He stated that the planning commission did not 
consider the findings for the variance, and it doesn’t meet the criteria for the Conditional Use Permit.  Rick 
Heidtke at 106 N. Adams is concerned how things will fit together and felt it would be tight.  Angie McCredden 
stated that she didn’t feel confident about the project and the plans should be more open.  She felt the parking 
on the cul-de-sac needs to be addressed.  Michael Kitchen at 108 N. Adams felt that the area should be more 
private.  Kathleen Kitchen had issues with who would be residing at the duplexes.  She requested a privacy 
fence be mandated by developer.  Jane Wilczek at 110 N. Adams Street has had a home daycare at her 
residence for 36 years.  She was concerned about the privacy for the daycare and the problems it will cause.  
Marilyn Koltis at 314 W. Stanley Street stated the previous duplexes built by Cherry Properties were beautiful 
but her concern was privacy and what is to come.  She questioned who will regulate the tenants and the 
business at 403 W. Stanley Street. Janet Heidtke informed that the culvert under County Highway X in this area 
is not active.  She felt better drainage should be implemented due to two homes always getting flooded out.  
Colton Schurter applicant for the Conditional Use Permit stated his rentals are to target seniors.  The lots are 
smaller which makes it limited.  He felt he could regulate the duplexes whereas the single-family homes he 
would have no control.  With his ownership of multiple lots, he felt he should be able to cross his property lines.  
He mentioned having new deed restrictions.  His site plans included duplexes with two bedrooms and single car 
garage.  Kert Boie stated that he is a landlord in the City of Thorp and expressed the need for more housing.                   
 

3. Consent Agenda – The City Council, with a single vote and without debate, may act upon the following items.  
    Any council member wishing to debate an individual item may request that it be considered separately. 

a. Approval of minutes from July 10, 2023, Regular City Council meeting 
               M/M/S (Lawcewicz, Rosemeyer) to approve consent agenda.  Motion passed 4 - 0.   
 

4. Discussion and possible action relating to monthly reports. 
a. Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report, Vouchers, Payroll Register, and Journal Entries. 

M/M/S (Rosemeyer, Abramczak) to approve the monthly reports.  Carried 4 - 0. 
b. Police Department Monthly Report 

None               
c. Public Works/Utilities Monthly Report 

Nothing to add.                          
d. Library Monthly Report 

Library Director Soderstrom gave an update on the summer reading program.                         
e. Reports from various committees. 

None      
f. Reports from elected officials.   

None       
    

OLD BUSINESS 
 

5. SEH project updates 
W. School and N. Church Street and Utility Improvements Project final application for payment was approved 
at the July council meeting.  After assessments and water map updates are complete, a final invoice will be 



submitted, and the project will be closed. The Wastewater Treatment Plant Project current construction tasks at 
the north site are starting construction on new pond, constructing blower building floor and walls.  Polishing 
reactor is currently being constructed and undergoing leak testing.  South site has construction of the treatment 
building wet well walls.        
 

           NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.    Discussion and possible action regarding Recommendation from Planning Commission regarding Conditional 
Use Permit for Cherry Properties – Colton Schurter      
Alderperson Korn thanked everyone present.  He informed that the property regarding the CUP was purchased 
in 2009 by Haas Sons and the covenant was incorporated in 2010.  It is zoned residential 1 with eight lots.  In 
2011 a duplex was built by Bill and Brenda Henke with a Conditional Use Permit.  From 2012-2022 the 
remaining land has been vacant.  Alderperson Korn went door to door with residents in this area with the 
petition that was presented.  He asked for concerns and presented the facts.  His stated his position as the City 
Council and felt the construction of the duplexes would be an upside for the city budget.  He referred to the 
current Comprehensive Plan and, in the plan, it noted that the population for the City was going up which 
created a need for housing.  He felt if the CUP is approved, conditions need to be added.  He requested more 
time to look at the information and felt both sides should be considered.  
M/MS (Korn, Lawcewicz) to table the Conditional Use Permit for Cherry Properties – Colton Schurter until the 
September meeting.  The vote was tied with Mayor Wnek voting to table the Conditional Use Permit.  Motion 
passed 3 - 2.   
 

7.    Presentation by SEH regarding final assessment report for W. School Street and N. Church Street. 
Charles Pearson from Short Elliott Hendrickson presented the final assessment report which included a plan 
layout, project data sheet and construction cost estimate for the proposed improvements and the schedule of 
assessments against each affected parcel.  The resident’s total assessment would total $9,608.49.   
 

8.    Discussion and possible action regarding Interest Rate for annual installments for Special Assessments on W. 
School Street and N. Church Street 
Clerk-Treasurer Pogodzinski presented the current general obligation interest rates.  The interest rate for a loan 
term of 6 years is 5.75% with an additional .5% interest for administrative fees which would total 6.25%.  It was 
also noted that no interest would be charged the first year and the special assessment charge is due November 
1, 2023.   
M/M/S (Abramczak, Lawcewicz) to impose an interest rate of 6.25% annually up to ten years to the special 
assessments with the first-year interest free.  Motion pass 4 – 0.   
 

9.    Resolution 2023-08-01  ”Final Resolution Authorizing Public Improvements and Levying Special Assessments 
Against Benefitted Property Pursuant to Sec. 66.0703 Wis Stats for Water and Sanitary Sewer Utility 
Improvements on W. School Street and N. Church Streets”.  
M/M/S (Lawcewicz, Korn) to approve Resolution 2023-08-01”Final Resolution Authorizing Public Improvements 
and Levying Special Assessments Against Benefitted Property Pursuant to Sec. 66.0703 Wis Stats for Water 
and Sanitary Sewer Utility Improvements on W. School Street and N. Church Streets” Motion passed 4 -0. 

 
10. Resolution 2023-08-02  ”Resolution Approving Pay Application #4 from Staab Construction Corporation for 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades Project” 
M/M/S (Abramczak, Einhorn) to approve Resolution 2023-08-02  ”Resolution Approving Pay Application #4 from 
Staab Construction Corporation for Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades Project” for $696,375.65.  Motion 
passed 4 – 0. 
 

11. Resolution 2023-08-03 “Resolution Approving Change Order #1 for Staab Construction 
Nine items were listed for change order #1 which amounted to a 6.8% increase.     
M/M/S (Abramczak, Rosemeyer) to approve Resolution 2023-08-03 “Resolution Approving Change Order #1 for 
Staab Construction with an increase of $29,165.  Motion passed 4 – 0. 

 
12. Discussion and possible action regarding a Pickle Ball Court 

Kert Boie representing the Lions Club previously presented a new pickle court but now is proposing to place the 
court on the west end of the current tennis court near Yellowstone Park.  It would consist of two courts with a 
portable net.  He presented an estimate from Eric Petersen for seal coating, line striping and crack filling for 
$2700. The court would need to be power washed before the work could start.     
M/M/S (Rosemeyer, Lawcewicz) to approve the pickle ball court as presented.  Motion passed 4 – 0. 
 
 



13. Adoption of 2023 Operating Budget for Fund 200 
M/M/S (Rosemeyer, Lawcewicz) to adopt 2023 Operating Budget for Fund 200.  Motion passed 4 – 0.   
 

CLOSING BUSINESS 
 

14. Comments and suggestions from pre-registered citizens. 
None     

 
15. Reports from Department Heads, Mayor, Council, Committees, and discussion of future agenda items.                              

None   
  

16. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 
             
                                                             
   __________________  __________________               _____________________ 
   Date of Publication   Richard Wnek      Michele Pogodzinski  
     Mayor    Clerk-Treasurer 


