


Hours:  Daily 9 am - 5:30 pm    Thursday 9 am - 8 pm    Saturday 9 am - Noon
Sunday Closed    Open by Appointment Upon Request

104 South Washington    Thorp, WI 54771

715-669-5331 or Toll Free 800-236-4265

Make your home stylish . . .
with our HUGE inventory!

Furniture & Carpeting

Quality Furniture & Flooring Since 1955

Style - Comfort - Quality
All at Hank’s!

FURNITURE

FLOORING

BEDDING

■  Courteous & Friendly Atmosphere  ■  Residential, Commercial & Hospitality
■  Bedroom, Dining & Occasional  ■  FREE Delivery & Set-Up

■  FREE No-Obligation Accurate Estimates  ■  Large Selection of Stock Flooring
■  Diverse Stock Furniture Offering  ■  Massive Custom Order Capacity

■  Professional Installation: Tile, Laminate, Vinyl, Carpet, Wood & More! w
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to help YOU put 
together your 
PERFECT 

ROOM!
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Come, explore our charming city!

Wisconsin
Welcome to Thorp

The Thorp Tourism 
Commission invites you to 

visit our wonderful city 
where so many residents 
are proud to belong.  
We’re a great community 
that has a busy Main 

Street where you’ll find a 
unique blend of businesses 

with small-town energy.

Thorp offers many 
recreational activities 
including our large 

Aquatic Facility, our 7 
beautiful parks, great 

seasonal events like 
our annual Pumpkin 

Fest and over 20 life-size 
themed cows grazing
in and around our city.

You’ll also find wonderful 
hotel accommodations,  

restaurants and merchants.

1

Located
in Clark
County 
on Hwy. 29
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A luxurious retreat center in the heart of Thorp, WI halfway
between Wausau & Eau Claire, WI, right off Highway 29.
110 East Stanley Street • 715.773.0652 or 715.733.0498

Holds up to 12 overnight guests
Large, full-size kitchen • Work center • Lounge area

4 Bedrooms with 3 single beds ea.
Each bedroom has its own bathroom and shower

Free WI-FI • Sewing machines to rent

RETREAT FOR CLASSES, SEWING, SCRAPBOOKING, 
PAINTING, GUEST SPEAKERS, CARD CLUBS, 

REUNIONS, WRITING OR ANY SPECIAL EVENT!

We are a smoke-free, comfortable & 
fun setting, designed to foster creativity

while surrounded by bolts of fabulous fabric!

Visit us for all your
quilting & sewing needs!

WE CARRY:  sewing notions • a large collection of 1930’s reproductions
civil war fabric • Kasse Fassett • moda • Amy Butler • art gallery • and more!

PLEASE CALL FOR HOURS:
SHOP: 715-773-0652  • CELL: 715-773-0018
Downtown Thorp • 102 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771

Located next to Bob’s Corner Garage

A TIME TO RETREAT IS RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO BOLTS OF FUN!
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715-579-6981 • Marcie@DallasDezign.com

This publication is published and distributed biennially by Dallas 
Dezign and sponsored by the Thorp Tourism Commission.

Publisher

               Find us on                     
www.facebook.com/cityofthorp

2019-2020
Guide

You can find the community guides
free at participating businesses.

To contact Thorp Chamber of Commerce & Tourism 
Bureau, please call the City Hall at 715-669-5371
300 W. Prospect St. • PO Box 334 • Thorp, WI 54771

For advertising information please contact:

A HUGE THANK YOU is given to those who sent in 
photos, the writers for submitting articles, and all the 
advertisers who support this community guide.

Thorp Area Chamber of Commerce • Thorp Area Historical Society
Thorp Area Development Corporation • Thorp Dairy Days Committee 
Thorp Moose Lodge • Snowmobile Club • 4-H Groups
Thorp Lions Club & Lioness Club • Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts & Cub Scouts
Thorp FFA Alumni • American Legion Post #118
American Legion Auxiliary • Sons of the American Legion

Thorp Police Department • Thorp Fire & Ambulance Department 
Thorp Post Office • Thorp Public Library • Public Works Department
City Hall • Lodging • City Parks • Recreation

Organizations

Community Services

Free download at www .CityOfThorp .com
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DOWNLOAD
THE VISIT 

THORP APP!

What’s Inside



www.CityOfThorp.com4

March
 •  Firemen’s Ball - Cindy’s Banquet Hall

 •  Smelt Feed - American Legion Hall

 •  Thorp FFA Alumni Toy & Craft Show

april

 •  Thorp Chamber of Commerce
  Easter Egg Hunt - Thorp High School

May

 •  City-wide Thrift Sales

 •  Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony

June
 •  Thorp Dairy Days - Northside Park   

 •  Thorp Chamber of Commerce Summer Concert Series

 •  Knights of Columbus Chicken BBQ - Quonset Hall
  Hwy. X (Yellowstone Trail) & Gorman Ave

 •  Thorp Fun Run

 •  Thorp Lion’s Demolition Derby - Northside Park 

July
 •  Thorp Chamber of Commerce Summer Concert Series 
  & Fireworks Extravaganza

 •  Thorp VFW 4th of July Breakfast Buffet

 •  Biennial Circus - Coming in 2020

august
 •  Thorp Chamber of Commerce Summer Concert Series

 •  Annual Thorp Summer Fest - Downtown Thorp

Community Events & Attractions
E ASTER EGG

 H
U

N
T

Contact City Hall for more information 
about the events 715-669-5371

Thorp hosts many events throughout the 
year for everyone of all ages to enjoy!
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septeMber

 •  Annual Harvest Fest - Saturday after Labor Day

OctOber

 •  Thorp Pumpkin Fest - First Saturday in October
  Pumpkin carving, hayrides, crafters & much more!
  - Downtown Thorp

nOveMber
 •  Thorp Sportsman’s Club Site-In Day
  9am - 3pm - Rifle Range

 • Small Business Saturday - Last Saturday in November
  Nationwide Shop Small Movement to support your local 
  downtown businesses.  Celebrating small businesses & the 
  neighborhoods they’re in!

DeceMber

 •  Fantasy Craft Bazaar -Thorp High School

 •  Thorp Chamber of Commerce  
  “Hometown for the Holidays” Christmas Parade 
   - Downtown Thorp

May-OctOber
 •  Thorp Area Historical Society & Heritage 
  Telephone Museum - More info on page 7

June-august
 •  Thorp Acquatic Facility - More info on page 21

all-suMMer-lOng
 •  Enjoy Thorp’s Ulica Kwiatow (Street Of Flowers) 
  - More info on page 19
 •  Thorp Chamber Summer Concert Series June – August

all-year-rOunD
 •  Moo-ve around Thorp & find 20+ life-size themed cows
  - More info on page 9
 •  Follow the Yellowstone Trail - More info on page 26
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VISIT 
THORP APP
available now!

For updates, visit www.CityOfThorp.com
& DOWNLOAD THE VISIT THORP APP!
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ThorpHistory of
T horp in 1870 was a land of timber; the abundant pines and hardwoods were the base 

of the areas first industries, in shingles, barrel staves and charcoal.  The earth furnished 
red clay for bricks used to construct businesses and homes, many of which are still in use.

 When James and Ephrime Boardman built the first cabins, there were no roads, not even 
an Indian trail for a guide.  The homestead was ten miles from a neighbor, with camps of 
Chippewa Indians in what are now the townships of Reseburg, Worden and Butler.

 New settlers followed; trails, and then roads were carved out of the wilderness.  Farms 
sprang up on the fertile land, and schools, saloons, general stores and churches were 
established.  Within ten years, there was the beginning of a thriving community.  The Village 
of Thorp was established on May 29, 1893, with a population of 883.  In April 1948, the 
Village of Thorp became the City of Thorp with a population of 1,052.

 In the early 1900’s, dairying was so well established, farmers brought cheese makers to the 
area to begin processing our now famous cheeses.  These cheeses and traditional sausages 
can still be purchased as you travel through our beautiful four-season area.

The original Boardman and Indian trails became part of the famous Yellowstone Trail.  In 
the 1920’s, this road, which ran from Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts, to Puget Sound in 
Washington, was the nation’s first interstate highway to be completed.  In Clark County, it 
is now identified as Highway’s County Road X and State Highway 73.  The four corners in 
Thorp, State Highway 73 and County Road X, are now marked with the yellow stones and 
signs, which marked the original road.  A new movement is in progress to not only retrace 
the trail in Clark County, but throughout the State of Wisconsin.

Helping the Thorp 
Community Prosper!
Ribbon Cutting & Ground-breaking Events 

Business Development Workshops

Monthly Chamber Meetings
Sponsorship opportunities available

Discounted Member Advertisement

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Summer Concert Series - Music at the Pool 

4th of July Fireworks Extravaganza

Annual Thorp Summer & Harvest Fest

Bi-Annual Circus - Coming in 2020

Small Business Saturday Event
Last Sat. in Nov. - Shopping specials, drawings & giveaways

Hometown for the Holidays
Downtown - Shopping Specials, Christmas Parade & More! 

The Thorp Area Chamber of Commerce’s mission is 
to strengthen the local economy and serve as a voice 
of business in community affairs, while recognizing 
that a healthy business climate is a requirement 
for a healthy community. Without the support and 
dedication of our Chamber members, these events 
and many others would not be possible.

A BIG thank you to all the Thorp Area Chamber 
of Commerce members for volunteering and 
contributing. If you are interested in joining 

or learning more, please email us today at 
thorpareachamber@gmail.com

 “Like” us on Facebook for more information.

Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce
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Please call for hours & more information 715-773-0102, 715-669-5943 or 715-669-5021

Our exhibits showcase the stories of people, businesses & the agricultural impact
that helped our community become what we are today - A place to belong.

We are located at 307 W Birch St ., 2 blocks west of Washington St .

 Come in & step back in time to 

DISCOVER how a small 
logging camp developed into a 

thriving, rural Wisconsin community!  

The Thorp Area Historical Society collects & displays . . . 
history, genealogies & artifacts of the area & world 

which have affected the local way of life.  
We also have a growing collection of early-period farm equipment, 

machinery, clothing, household items, books & war memories.

Included in a portion of our 

building is the Telephone 
Heritage Room.  While 

walking through the museum, you 

will be able to see over 100 telephones 

from around the world.  The museum 

portrays the stages of development 

and demonstrates through its displays 

the progression of the telephone industry from the late 

1800’s to the present.  It is the only museum of this kind 

in the state of Wisconsin, and the Thorp Area Historical 

Society is proud to have the opportunity to share it with 

the rest of the world.
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By Jenny Burkhardt

T horp Dairy Days has been an annual event happening the first weekend in June that 
is well known around the area for decades.  Hundreds of people attend, including people 

that come from the surrounding communities.  Many families come and 
enjoy the carnival along with the food stands run by local businesses 
and organizations.  All of the stands have the BEST of what they offer.  
Some of the well-known items are the Famous Nolechek’s Brats 
and Homemade French Fries at the Lion’s & Lioness stand, Grilled 
Chicken with all of the fixings at the American Legion stand, 
Burgers and Fresh Deep Fried Cheese Curds at the St. Bernard/St. 
Hedwig Church stand.  

There are pulls put on each day which include Mini-rod, Truck, and 
Tractor Pulls. There is also a Kiddie Tractor Pull for all of the children 
to get a taste of Tractor Pulling.  Live entertainment is under the pavilion 
and the Annual Thorp Dairy Days Parade is on Sunday at Noon!  There’s fun to 
be had for all ages, so come join us this year.

Dairy DaysThorp

THORP DAIRY DAYS
1st Weekend in June

Thorp’s Northside Park
Located North of Hwy. 29 on Hwy. 73

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
FREE ADMISSION

FRIDAY EVENTS
Mini-rod Pull•Music

SATURDAY EVENTS
Dairy Breakfast•Annual Fun Run

Truck/Tractor Pull•Music

SUNDAY EVENTS
Annual Parade at Noon

Lion’s Demo Derby
Kiddie Tractor Pull•Music

Come join us for Food, Music & Fun!

Watch for more information on our
Mid-summer Shoot-out in July!
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Amazing Grazing Cows
Thorp’s

By Marene Crabtree

Visit www.CityOfThorp.com and tell
us your favorite cow and where you are from!

Find a
map of all the
cows on the 
next page.

9

H ave you ever seen a purple cow? A cow in 
rubber boots? Or one wearing swim trunks 

and goggles? Life-size themed cows like these roam 
around freely in Thorp, Wisconsin, where we’re so 

“head over hooves” for our herd that we let them out to pasture for 
everyone to enjoy!  True . . . there might be other cities  and towns that 
have cow replicas, but ours are unique.

Each of our cows pays tribute to the dairy and agricultural heritage of 
our community—after all, Thorp is part of Clark County, the #1 county 
in Wisconsin for dairy farms, milk production, and number of 
cows (only living, breathing cows were included in 
this statistic—ours didn’t count)!  Thorp’s bovine 
beauties do count, however, in terms of the pride 
they convey for the people, places, and events 
that make our community a wonderful place to 
call home . . . and a fabulous place to visit! 

Check off all the cows on page 11 as you 
“Moo-ve” around Thorp.  It’ll be “udderly” fun!
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Visit our Amazing, Grazing Cows!
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Cow Grazing LocationsMap of the 

Find all
20+ 

life-size
cows!
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 Thorp High School ~ Cardinal Cow...........  

 FairBridge Inn & Suites ~ Flower Cow.....  

 Corner of S . Pine & E . Rusch
 Tree-City Cow................................................

20

24

23

 Northside Park ~ Cheese Cow.......................

 Thorp Yellowstone Trail Park
 Yellowstone Trail Cow, 
 Butterscotch & Oreo Calves........................

 Keating Park ~ Cam-moo-flage Cow...........

 Garrison Park ~ Pumpkin Cow
 & Cow Bench......................................................

 Veteran’s Park ~ Patriotic Cow................... 

 Conway Park ~ Quilt Cow
 & Cow Bench......................................................

7

8

9

10

11

12

 City Hall ~ Police Cow..................................

 Thorp Aquatic Center ~ Aquatic Cow........

 Thorp Public Library ~ Intellectual Cow..

 Thorp Fire Department ~ Firefighter Cow... 

 Thorp Area Historical & 
 Telephone Museum ~ Polish Cow ...............

1

6

5

2

4

Check off all the cows below as you “Moo-ve” around Thorp!
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 Country Floral ~ Rosie Calf......................

 Nolechek Meats ~ Dee-Licious Cow...........

 Northwestern Bank ~ Country Life Cow....

 310 N . Washington St . ~ Jacy Cow Bench......

 Swiderski Equipment ~ Farm Raised Cow.......

 FairBridge Inn & Suites ~ Petunia Calf.......

 Ag Country ~ Biostar Bessie Cow................

 Holland’s Family Cheese
 DUTCHess 14’ Cow & 3 Cow Benches...........

 D&J Hardware ~ “Tool-Up” (Tulip) 6’ Calf.......

 Dutch Dairy ~ Leida Cow.............................

 Thorp Dental Center...................................
 Moo-lar (Molar) Cow

25
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32
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34

35

DOWNLOAD
THE VISIT 

THORP APP!
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For a full business directory, visit
www.CityOfThorp.com

Dine    Shop Local&

6 Miles South on M • Thorp, WI
Located directly on ATV Route!

715-669-3778

KITCHEN HOURS:
Wed / Thurs / Fri:  3  - 10 pm

Sat:  Noon - 10 pm • Sun:  Noon - 9 pm

W O R L D ’ S  B E S T

BROASTED CHICKEN 
Served any time the kitchen is open!

Fish Fry Friday  3 - 10 pm

Beer Battered, Grilled or 
Grilled Au Gratin Haddock

Freshly Ground Chuck Burgers
Homemade Fries & Potato Chips

We Proudly Serve Nolechek’s Meat

C
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BREWSTERS

Whether you’re looking for a place to dine-in, 

grab a quick bite to eat or shop some 

of our finest stores, coffee shops & bakeries 

. . . you’ll find something delicious at all of 

these fine advertisers.  Each offers a wide 

variety of choices to fit any appetite or 

budget.  Everything from chicken, burgers, 

steak, pizza, ice cream, baked goods, coffee, 

smoothies, wine, desserts, deli items and so 

much more!
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OF THORP

Open 6 Days a Week - ClOseD MOnDays
Tues - Fri: 11am - Close

Sat: 10am - Close  • Sun: 1pm - Close

Located at 307 North Washington Street • Downtown Thorp

Hall Available For All Occasions
Up To 100 People

Full Bar & Menu

715-669-5801

CIND  S
Paninis • Taco Tuesdays

Prime Rib Sandwich Wednesdays
Cooks Choice Thursdays

Stone Baked Homemade Pizza 
Hot Beef • Burgers • Gyros

Take-OuT availaBle

“stop for a super-fast one!”

114 N. Washington St. • Downtown Thorp

HOURS:  Monday-Friday 6:30 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday 6:30 - 11:30 am • Sunday CLOSED

Specializing in 

Handmade . . .

Cupcakes, Cookies, 
Donuts, Breads 
and Cakes!

715-669-5434

• Birthdays 
• Anniversaries

• Special 
Occasions Fresh Baked Goodness Daily
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By Karen Andruszkiewicz 

For updates, visit www.CityOfThorp.com

Visit our Pumpkin 
Cow at Garrison Park!  

Themed after our annual 
Thorp Pumpkin Fest!

14

T horp is the place to be the first Saturday in October! It’s the Thorp Pumpkin Fest from 
9am – 4pm. Downtown Thorp is filled with excitement as Festers come to enjoy the one-day 

event. The air is crisp and the smell of fall is in the air – or is it the freshly-baked pumpkin items 
lining the street?

Indoors and on the street, plenty of fun for both young and old alike. The festive environment is 
enhanced by the variety of music that can be heard up and down the street. Feel free to sit a spell 
and listen to the Thorp High School Band and Chorus, or if the young ones are antsy, visit the 

children’s area where Randy Peterson will entertain you and your children while 
the kids can take part in the free pumpkin painting. Don’t forget to check 

out the “Biggest Pumpkin.”
With over 150 craft and food vendors, it’s a great time and place 
to get started on your Christmas shopping. There’s something for 

everyone to enjoy at the Thorp Pumpkin Fest!
We hope to see you there.

Pumpkin FestThorp
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Thorp’s Pumpkin Fest has something for EVERYONE . . .
200+ Craft & Food Vendors

Contests for Everyone
Entertainment for the Entire Family
Activities for Children of all Ages

Many LOCAL Musicians
and Much More for the Entire Family to Enjoy!

1st saturday in OctOber

Visit Thorp for a day full of fun & excitement!

Downtown Thorp from 9 am - 4 pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO
www. C i t y O f T h o r p . c om
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SCHOOLS
 Thorp Catholic
 School

 Thorp High School

 Thorp Elementary &
 Middle School

 Abundant Life
 Christian Academy

19

19

20

20

21

21

22

22

CHURCHES
 St. Bernard-St. Hedwig
 Catholic Church

 Victory Baptist Church

 Abundant Life
 Pentecostal Church

 St. Paul’s
 Lutheran Church

14

14

16

16

17

17

18

18

PARKS
 Northside Park

 Thorp Yellowstone
 Trail Park

 Keating Park

 Garrison Park

 Veteran’s Park

 Conway Park

 Dog Park

7

7

8

8

9

9

10

10

11

11

12

13

13

12
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3

2

4

6

5

Thorp  City Hall

 tHorp aquatiC Center

 tHorp iCe Skating rink

 tHorp publiC library

 tHorp Fire & ambulanCe Department

 tHorp area HiStoriCal SoCiety

1

2

3

4

5

6

City of Thorp
Population: 1,636

City Map
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Blue Lines:  Bike routes that follow city streets.
Green Lines:  Bike trails, which are off road.
Orange Lines:  Unimproved trail, no gravel base, 
it could be wet, muddy or sloppy.
Red Lines:  City limits

Bike Route & tRail Map legend

Enjoy a day outdoors 
with the family and check 
out Thorp’s Bike Trails!

Bike Route & Trail Map
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Garrison Park is located on North Washington Street, 
nestled on Thorp’s quaint and active main street and is 
 .10 acres .  It offers a spot to sit and relax, eat lunch or 
meet friends .  It features shade trees, a gazebo, picnic 
tables and benches .

Conway Park is located in the southwest corner 
of the city on South Adams Street and is 12 
acres .  About half of the park is wooded and 
features a trail for hiking, biking, snowshoeing 
or cross-country skiing .  The park also features 
playground equipment, a basketball court and 
a small picnic shelter .

Northside Park is located at the northern city limits 
on Hwy . 73 and is 11 acres .  The park features a fenced 
and lighted baseball field with concession stand and 
dugouts .  It also features multiple pavilions, restrooms, 
4 campsites and hosts several community events 
including Dairy Days and the Demolition Derby . 

Garrison Park

Northside Park

Conway Park

The City of Thorp has 7 named parks, along with several 
unnamed greenspaces.  In all, Thorp’s 61.35 acres of park and 
green space yield more than 39 acres per 1,000 people, well 
above the 12.5 acre standard.

Thorp takes great pride in its parks.  Please place all litter in 
the receptacles.  Dogs on leashes are welcome in Thorp’s parks, 
as long as owners clean up after their pets.

Park shelters can be reserved for a fee of $25 by calling Thorp 
City Hall at 715-669-5371.

ParksThorp

Dog Park
THORP’S 

“PET FRIENDLY” 
dog park is just 
east of the city 

limits on 
Cty. Hwy. X.
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Keating Park is located in the northeast part of the city 
on North Boardman Street and is 1 .8 acres .  It features 
playground equipment, a lighted basketball court, 
picnic tables, benches and a drinking fountain . 

Yellowstone Trail Park, formerly known as the 
City Park, is located in central Thorp along the 
Yellowstone Trail (Cty . Hwy . X or East Stanley Street) 
and is 5 .5 acres .  It features playground equipment, 
a windmill, fenced and lighted tennis courts, a 
walking/bike trail, an ice skating rink with warming 
house and pavilion, 3 sand volleyball courts, 
horseshoe pits, a large pavilion and restrooms .

Thank You to the following for making our 
“Utica Kwiatow” a reality each year.

      Flower Basket Donors
Cindy’s Greenhouse

Thorp Town & Country Gardeners
Thorp City Crew

Veteran’s Park is located on South Washington Street 
on the banks of McGrogan Creek and is  .25 acres .  The 
park features an army tank and hosts Memorial Day 
activities each year .

Veteran’s Park

Yellowstone Trail Park

Keating Park

Thorp’s STREET OF FLOWERS (“ULICA KWIATOW” in Polish) began 
in 1993 and continues each summer. Greeting visitors as they enter Thorp 

are beautiful hanging flower basket planters and eleven planting circles. The three 
touching center circles represent:  Commitment, Celebration & Community.

Ulica KwiatÓw ~ Street of Flowers

With the commitment of several 
volunteers and donors, we celebrate the pride 

and joy of living in a small community.
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Playground Equipment:  Playground 
equipment can be found at Conway, Keating, Northside and 
Yellowstone Trail Parks.  See a full list on pages 18 & 19.

Thorp Ice Skating Rink:  Thorp has the only 
public ice skating rink with a staffed warming house between 
Wausau & Chippewa Falls.  Located next to the Yellowstone Trail 
Park.  See ad below.

ATV Trails:  Contact the City Hall for more information 
715-669-5371.

RV Campsites:  The Northside Park features 4 campsites 
that can be rented by calling the City Hall at 715-669-5371.

Horseback Riding:  Circle T Saddle Club
www.circletsaddleclub.webs.com

Thorp Trap Range:  This 20 acre city-owned facility 
is just outside the northwest corner of the city limits on Pine Rd.  
The Goggle Eye Trap Club has a long-term lease and operates the 
facility.  It is open to the public and features a clubhouse, 3 trap 
houses, shooting stations and lights for nighttime shooting.

Thorp Rifle Range:  Open year-round, 6 Miles 
South on M, take right on Cloverdale Rd. and go 2 miles.

Thorp Dog Park
Thorp’s “PET FRIENDLY” dog park is just east of the city 
limits on Cty. Hwy. X.

Basketball: Outdoor basketball courts can be found at 
Conway and Keating Parks.

Baseball: Baseball field can be found at Northside Park.

Volleyball: Yellowstone Trail Park features 3 sand 
volleyball courts with officiating stands and lights.

Tennis: Lighted tennis courts are available at 
Yellowstone Trail Park.

Horseshoes: Horseshoe pits are available at 
Yellowstone Trail Park.

Swimming: The Thorp Aquatic Facility is open throughout 
the summer.  See ad on p. 21.  Additionally, several local lakes are 
a short driving distance away.   Check out the FairBridge Inn & 
Suites wonderful indoor pool.  See ad on inside back cover.

Water Aerobics: During the summer months, water 
aerobics are hosted at the Thorp Aquatic Facility by a local 
group.  See ad on p. 21.  FairBridge Inn & Suites of Thorp 
hosts indoor water aerobics fall through spring.  
See ad on inside back cover.

Thorp has the only public ice skating

rink with a staffed warming house

between Wausau & Chippewa Falls.

Skate or play hockey under our lights to

the music piped over the loudspeakers.

For more information check www.Ci tyOfThor p .com

Thorp Ice
Skating Rink

Please call to see when it will be opening for the season

715-669-5509
Located next to the Yellowstone Trail Park

Warming House Hours:
Mon - Sun: 4 - 9 pm

Skate Sharpening:  $3

Thorp has a VARIETY of
Recreational  Activities
            for EVERYONE to enjoy!

RecreationOutdoor



Thorp Community Guide 2019-20

Opens early June 
Closes end of August

Hours of Operation:  
Daily from Noon-7pm

*The Aquatic Facility will remain open until 8pm on Friday & Saturday evenings with adequate attendance. 
Additionally, the pool may be closed intermittently due to weather conditions.  No refunds given.

To contact the Thorp Aquatic Facility, call 715-669-7433
or for general information call City Hall at 715-669-5371

Please call for dates & admission prices.
Located at 300 S. Conway St. across from the Thorp Public Library

For more information, visit
www.CityOfThorp.com

C
O

M
E

 S
EE  OUR AQUAT IC  COW

• 205,000 gallon outdoor pool
• 155-FOOT WATER SLIDE
• Zero-entry depth with water mushroom & water jets
• Diving board & water basketball hoop 
• Concession stand & plenty of shade 
• Swimming lessons & water aerobics

Splash in 

for a day
of Fun!

21Thorp Community Guide 2019-20
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Worship Times: 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study:
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

105 East Hill Street

22

St. Bernard-St. Hedwig
Catholic Church

A number of denominations are represented by the many churches in Thorp.  

Worship at the Church of your choice!

Worship Times:
Saturday 4 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m.

109 North Church Street
Church Basement 715-669-5989

Rectory 715-669-5526

Thorp

Worship Time:  Sunday 8:30 a.m.

201 East Rusch Street • 715-669-5608

Worship Times:
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

430 East Stanley Street • 715-669-5053

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Abundant Life Pentecostal Church

Victory Baptist Church

715-669-5093 • www.alcthorp.com

Churches
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“General and Cosmetic Dentistry for the Whole Family”

• In-network with most insurances
• Day-of-service discounts for uninsured patients/procedures

D H C W I . C O M
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K - 8th Grade School
605 South Clark Street

715-669-5548 • www.thorp.k12.wi.us

9th - 12th Grade School
605 South Clark Street

715-669-5401 • www.thorp.k12.wi.us

Education Directory
Our excellent schools are preparing our young people for the challenges of the future!

Thorp Elementary & Middle School

Thorp High School

SchoolsThorp

K - 8th Grade School
411 East School Street • 715-669-5530

K - 12th Grade School
105 East Hill Street

Thorp Catholic School

Abundant Life Christian Academy

715-669-5657
www.alcthorp.com
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Thorp

Visit our
Cardinal Cow at 

Thorp High School!  
Themed after our
Thorp Cardinals.

Go to www.thorp.k12.wi.us for schedules

Home of the

Bring the family 
out to enjoy one 
of Thorp’s many 
sporting events! 

Thorp Cardinal Athletics 
remains one of the top 
competitors in the well 

respected Cloverbelt Conference. 
Throughout its history, the 

student athletes of Thorp have 
represented the community and 
school district extremely well in 

a variety of sports and activities. 
Our fan base and community 
involvement is nothing short 
of impressive and makes the 

experience for our athletes 
something special. 

Ph
ot

o C
re

dit: 
Tara Wisniewski

Photo Credit: Tara Wisniewski

Photo Credit: Barb Thidemann

Photo Credit: Tara Wisniewski
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Explore the history of the Yellowstone Trail
that runs through Thorp, WI

T here  are seven unique towns along the Yellowstone Trail (County X).  They offer a 
buffet of little gems like small community parks, turn of the century churches, quaint 

restaurants and American history.
In 1912, roads were dirt wagon roads – dust and mud.  Citizens gathered to improve and 

connect local roads to make the first coast-to-coast route in the northern tier of states: The 
Yellowstone Trail.  In 1918, Wisconsin was the first to number its automobile highways and 
governments were starting to fund good roads.  By 1929, the Yellowstone Trail was the first 
Wisconsin highway to be paved with concrete all across the state.

Thorp(e) - Railroad telegraphers dropped the (e) from founder Joseph Gilbert Thorpe’s 
name.  This lawyer, lumber baron and State Senator lived in Eau Claire, but never in his 
eponymous town.  Thorp’s Yellowstone Trail Park is so named because it is on the Trail, 
(Stanley St., Co. X).  The park recently received that name due to a resurgence of interest in 
the Yellowstone Trail.  Outdoor activities there include ice skating and summer live music.

Almost two decades ago, local resident Arnoldine Gulcynski was instrumental in reviving 
interest in the Trail in the area by placing markers at the main intersection in town, Stanley 
St. (Co. X, YT) and Co. M.  At the same intersection is Bob’s Corner Service and next to that 
Bolt’s of Fun Quilt Shop.  In the 1920s and 1930s, Al Capone, the famous Chicago gangster, 
frequently stopped at this station on his way to his hideout in northern Wisconsin.  At the 
same intersection sits the present Heritage Court Motel in a 100 year old building.  There is 
a large yellow rock on the corner of Hwy. X and Gorman Ave. marking the Trail.

For more information, visit www.YellowstoneTrail.org

Yellowstone Trail
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PO Box 415 • 218 N. Central Ave. • Owen, WI
7 1 5 - 2 5 5 - 3 7 5 1

sen t ine l ru ra lnews@gmai l . com
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By Kimberly Rabuck

Come, meet our 
Gouda Family 
along with 
DUTCH-ESS 
the 14’ cow & tour our  
            FARM & CREAMERY!

28

A True Farmstead Cheese

In November of 2006, Marieke Penterman, along with her husband Rolf and one other team 
member made a batch of Gouda cheese with the intensions of starting up a small retail 
store and keeping themselves supplied with the cheese they so greatly missed from their 
homeland – The Netherlands. Shortly after winning her first gold award at the United States 
Cheese Championship in February of 2007, Marieke’s small retail store turned into a 
nation-wide supplier of her handcrafted, artisan, farmstead Marieke® Gouda Cheese. 

Twelve years, and over 150 world and national awards later, her team has grown to over 35 
members and enjoy modern dairy farming on their creamery right off Highway 29 in Thorp, 
Wisconsin. Rolf and his team milk 400 cows on Penterman Farm and supply the creamery 
with fresh, rBGH-free milk that goes from cow to cheese in five hours. Their milking parlor 
and cheese-making rooms are equipped with large viewing windows, and they offer a variety 
of tour options you can read about on their website, www.mariekegouda.com. 

Plan to stop in at The Thorp Chamber and Tourism’s annual Harvest Fest held at Marieke® 
Gouda on the Saturday after Labor Day to enjoy many family-friendly activities as well as 
samples of their award-winning Marieke® Gouda Cheese! Contact their retail store by calling 
(715) 669-5230 or shop online and ship anywhere at www.mariekegouda.com. Come by and 
taste the Marieke Gouda experience!
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Stop by the Thorp Post Office for all your 
shipping needs and packing supplies!

 HOURS: Weekdays: 9 am - 12 pm & 1 - 4:15 pm • Saturdays: 9:30 - 11:30 am

LAST COLLECTION TIMES: Monday - Saturday at 1:45 pm

www.USPS.com

102 East School Street
Thorp, WI 54771

715-669-5766

Ronald Cuddie
Owner/Director

110 West School Street • Thorp, WI
715-669-5621

201 West Mill Street • Loyal, WI
715-255-8171

103 North Main Street • Greenwood, WI
715-267-6385

CUDDIE
Funeral Homes

Burial Services
Monuments
Cremation

Preplanning
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   Thorp Fire & Ambulance

A  population of approximately 50,000 
resides in a 25 mile radius.  State 

Trunk Highway 29 and the STH 73/
CTH M interchange are seeing an annual 
average daily traffic (AADT) of over 20,000 
vehicles a day. This is nearly a 43% increase 
over the past ten years. This, coupled 
with the recent and planned commercial 
expansions, makes this area a prime 
development site.

As the Eau Claire bypass was completed, 
a four-lane connection between Minneapolis 
to Green Bay was in place.  We’re half an hour from Hwy. 53 and the Chippewa Valley 
Regional Airport, less than an hour from I-39 & I-94 and less than 2 hours from the 
Mississippi River access at Hudson, WI.

In any emergency situation posing an 
imminent threat to life or property, 

please dial  911 .

LAW ENFORCEMENT
The Thorp Police Department provides the 

primary law enforcement in the City of Thorp.  They 
receive assistance from the Clark County Sheriff ’s 
Department and the Wisconsin State Patrol.  The 
Thorp Police Department is located at 300 W. Prospect 
St. and can be reached at 715-669-5523.

FIRE & AMBULANCE SERVICE
Provided by the Thorp Area Fire & Ambulance 

Districts, please dial 911 for emergencies.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The City of Thorp has an Emergency Management 

Committee comprised of the Chief of Police, City 
Administrator and Director of Public Works.  The City 
works cooperatively with Clark County Emergency 
Management.

CITY ORDINANCES
You can find a complete list of  links to see various 

chapters of the City of Thorp Code of Ordinances on 
www .CityOfThorp .com .  The information contained 
is intended to be a guide, and the city will make every 
effort to keep them up-to-date.  However, please visit or 
contact City Hall for the most up-to-date versions.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
Beginning November 1st, winter parking regulations 

go into effect.
See www.CityOfThorp.com for rules.

Thorp City Hall/ Public Works
& Police Department

300 W . Prospect St . • PO Box 334 • Thorp, WI 54771 

City Hall/Public Works  715-669-5371
Police  715-669-5523 (Non-Emergency)

 For more information, visit www.CityOfThorp.com

Public Safety, Ordinances & Public Works

Demographic Profile
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N14085 Fernwall Avenue • Stanley, WI 54768
From Stanley, drive E on Hwy. 29 to S on Copenhaver, turn E
on Cty Rd N (approx. 1 mile), on the corner of N & Fernwall.

715-644-3591 • 715-644-0538
HOURS:  Monday-Friday 8 am - 6 pm

Saturday 8 am - 4 pm • Closed Sunday

Furniture       Fabrics       Notions     

Clothing       Herbs       Vitamins     

Soaps       Lotions       Gifts

Rugs       Primitives       Crafts

QUILTING & VARIETY STORE

CONTACT US TODAY AT 

FOR A QUOTE
 • Residential

• Commercial 
• Roll-off

Bob’s
Corner
  Garage

“Full service with a smile!”

Minor Service Repair
Brakes & Shocks

Struts • Tires
Tune-ups • Oil Changes

Located on the Yellowstone Trail in Thorp
Highway X & 73

100 East Stanley Street

715-669-5310

Bob’s



Thorp Community Guide 2019-20 33

Cindys
Greenh✿use✿
Hanging Baskets ✿ Fruit Trees

Annuals ✿ Perennials
Vegetables ✿ & More

Open end of April thru June 30
Mon - Fri: 9 to 6 ✿ Sat & Sun: 9 to 3

Call for hours July thru October

W9253 County Line Road
North of Thorp 5 miles on Hwy. 73, 
then 1 mile East on County Line Rd.

715 - 669 - 5699

Opens for the season the last weekend in April

715 - 669 - 5699

’

We Make  It  Easy

Rental Tools & Equipment • Plumbing • Housewares • Electrical
Lawn & Garden • Farm Supplies • Small Engine Repair

Valspar Paints/Supplies/Computer Paint Matching • Key Cutting
LP Tank Exchange • Pipe Cutting/Threading • Screen Repair

Live Bait • Hunting & Fishing License • Firearm Sales

715-669-5349 • 201 E. LIBERTY DR. • THORP, WI 54771

HOURS: Mon-Fri: 7 am - 8 pm
Sat: 7 am - 6 pm • Sun: 9 am - 4 pm

Prince Feeds Dealer
Husqvarna, eXmark,

Briggs & Stratton & Kawasaki 
Warranty Dealer
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ASSISTED LIVING
Traditions Assisted Living - PG 33
418 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-3844

AUTO-TIRE SERVICE/GAS STATION
Bob’s Corner Garage - PG 32
100 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5310

BAKERY
Sweet Memories - PG 13
114 N. Washington St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5434

BANKS
Forward Financial Bank - PG 30
105 S. Washington St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5341

Northwestern Bank - PG 23
111 N. Washington St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5707

AG Country Farm Credit Services - PG 27
204 E. Liberty Dr. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5911

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Thorp Chamber of Commerce - PG 6
P.O. Box 16 • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5371
www.thorpchamber.com

CHEESE STORE/CREAMERY/FARM
Holland’s Family Cheese
DBA Marieke Gouda - PG 28 & 29
200 W. Liberty Dr. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5230

DENTIST/COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dental Health Center - PG 23
202 W. Prospect St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5620

ELECTRIC COMPANY
Alger Electric, LLC. - PG 27
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 • 715-829-4101

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
Thorp Aquatic Facility - PG 21

300 S. Conway St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-7433

Thorp Dairy Days - PG 8
Held at Northside Park • 715-669-3825

Thorp Pumpkin Fest - PG 14 & 15
Downtown Thorp

FABRIC STORE, FABRIC & NOTIONS
Bolts of Fun Quilt Shop - PG 2
102 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-773-0018

Pine Hollow - PG 32 
N14085 Fernwall Ave. • Stanley, WI 54768
715-644-3591 • 715-644-0538

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
Cuddie Funeral Homes - PG 30
110 W. School St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5621

FURNITURE/CABINETS/WOODWORKING
Hank’s Furniture & Carpeting
Inside Front Cover
104 S. Washington St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5331

Labrador Woodworks - PG 33
Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-773-1311

Wisconsin Bench Manufacturing - PG 23
507 E. Grant St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 800-242-2303

FURNITURE/PRIMITIVE FURNITURE & MORE
Pine Hollow - PG 32 
N14085 Fernwall Ave. • Stanley, WI 54768
715-644-3591 • 715-644-0538

GARBAGE COLLECTION
Express Disposal Inc. - PG 32
N14985 Tieman Ave. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 800-440-4990

GREENHOUSE
Cindy’s Greenhouse - PG 33
W9253 County Line Rd. • Lublin, WI 54447 • 715-669-5699

Member Directory
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HARDWARE/RETAIL
D&J Hardware - PG 33
201 E. Liberty Dr. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5349

MOTEL
FairBridge Inn & Suites
Inside Back Cover
203½ W. Hill St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5959

MUSEUM
Thorp Area Historical
& Telephone Museum - PG 7
305 W. Birch St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5943

NEWSPAPER
The Sentinel & Rural News - PG 27
PO Box 415 • 218 N. Central Ave. • Owen, WI 54460
715-255-3751

QUILT SHOP
Bolts of Fun Quilt Shop - PG 2
102 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-773-0018

Pine Hollow - PG 32 
N14085 Fernwall Ave. • Stanley, WI 54768
715-644-3591 • 715-644-0538

RESTAURANTS/CAFÉS/BARS
Brewsters - PG 12
N12495 Cty. Rd. M •Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-3778

CAFÉ DUTCHess - PG 13
200 W. Liberty Dr. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5230

Cindy’s - PG 13
307 N. Washington St. •Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-669-5801

RETREAT & EVENT CENTER
A Time to Retreat - PG 2
110 E. Stanley St. • Thorp, WI 54771 • 715-773-0652

For a full business directory, visit www.CityOfThorp.com
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Public Library
By Julie Beloungy

E ver since 1898, the Thorp 
Public Library has been 

serving the residents of Thorp 
and providing services to meet 
their business, entertainment 
and educational needs.  After 

major renovations in 2010, the 
Thorp Public Library has much to 

offer visitors and everyday users; plenty 
of seating for reading or accessing the wireless 

internet, ADA accessible bathrooms, a lift to the lower level community room and a brighter 
and more welcoming front entry.  The Library is also a favorite place for families and children 
of all ages since Story Hour is offered year round every Tuesday at 10:30 am and a popular 
Summer Reading Program is open to all area children throughout the summer break.

Thorp Public Library is a favorite community gathering place, and we invite you come in 
to see our remodeled facility, access the wireless internet or public computers, download 
electronic materials, browse from thousands of books or movies, or just relax for a quiet 
moment to catch up on the local news.

Behind the

401 South Conway Drive • P.O. Box 407 • Thorp, WI • 715-669-5953

w w w.Thor pPublicLibrar y.org

 LIBRARY HOURS:
Mon & Tues: 10 am - 7 pm

Wed & Thurs: 10 am - 5 pm

Fri: 10 am - 4 pm • Sat: 10 am - Noon

• Free Wireless Internet & Computer Access
• Part of a Shared Library System with Access
   to Over 1 Million Items
• Electronic Databases
• Online Account Access
• Newspapers & Magazines
• Books & Movies

Books






