
O sweet and blessed country, 

the home of God’s elect! 

O sweet and blessed country 

that eager hearts expect! 

Jesus, in mercy bring us 

to that dear land of rest; 

Who art, with God, the Father, 

and Spirit, ever blest. 
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Eric Jurmu 

SHORTER DAYS AND COOLER 
temperatures remind us that fall is here 
again. It also reminds us of the cycle of 

human passes from this life to eternity. 
We remember you who have lost loved 
ones. May God give hope of reunion in 
the resurrection! 
 This summer, camp life resumed. 
Little ones were fed around God’s Word 

to be remembered; we pray for God’s 
increase to the seed sown in the hearts 
of His own. 
 We can feel secure remembering 
how God blessed our online Summer 
Services and meetings, though we were 
unable to gather in person. At the LLC 
Annual Meeting, congregation del-
egates gave clear support to the work 
of the LLC board and staff. God has 
given us a day of work, for which we 
are thankful. 

Updates on LLC Activities 

Administration

• Kelso High School in Kelso, Wash., is 
reserved for 2022 Summer Services. 
Please note that the 2022 services 
dates have changed to June 30–July 3. 
This change was necessary because 
the school will use Monday, July 4, to 
prepare for summer activities. 

• Due to travel restrictions, the 
SRK-LLC-SFC joint meeting will 
be postponed until February or 
March 2022. 

News and Notes from LLC

EDITORIAL

God’s Word Shows the Way to Heaven 
Jim Jurmu 

GOD IS THE CREATOR of heaven and earth. He created humans in His own image 
and gave us an undying soul. He created each person to be with Him forever in 
eternity, in the glory of heaven. God also gives us the desire to know Him and be with 
Him in heaven. 
 While we can’t fully grasp the beauty of heaven, God’s Word gives us a picture of 

gospel of the forgiveness of sins in the name and blood of Jesus preached from God’s 
kingdom. God’s plan for salvation is through His kingdom here on earth. Jesus said, 
“This is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth 

and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). In this 
kingdom of grace we taste heaven and develop our longing for it. 
 God has numbered the days of each of us in this life (Ps. 90:10,12). The Apostle 
James writes, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? 
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (4:14). Life 

heart that is heaven-acceptable. 
 People wonder what heaven is like. God’s Word says, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 

for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:5). Even though God has hidden full knowledge of 
what heaven is like, through His Word we get a glimpse of what it will be. It will be a 
place of rest: “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God” (Heb. 4:9). In 
heaven there will be no more sorrow or tears (Rev. 21:4). This glimpse of heaven is 
afforded in God’s kingdom. Without knowledge of living faith, we cannot imagine even 
a scintilla of heaven’s glory. 
 Still, even with our believers’ “glimpse” we cannot know the measure of joy awaiting 
us. The songwriter has written, “Nothing here is like the pleasure, awaiting there above! 

This may happen especially when an individual believer is ill or elderly or longing for 

glory of heaven becomes an anchor of hope for us. I have an infant daughter and a 
father already there and their memory often brings a longing to join them. This 
longing gives a little strength still to believe for today. I hope to see my loved ones 
again in the glory of heaven. 
 By believing all sin forgiven in the name and blood of Jesus, believing in His suffering, 
death and resurrection, we have hope of eternal life in heaven. It pays to believe. Jesus 
says, “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:12). 
 Believing in this way, one is heaven acceptable by faith and – on the other side of the 
grave – will hear, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34).  

Finance 

• We are thankful for the contributions of 

generous contributions, current monthly 
outlay is less than the rent was at our 
previous location. 

• Camp season is wrapping up. This year 
again there were many donations of 
labor and travel expenses, which in turn 
allows lower camp fees. This makes it 
easier for families to send multiple 
children to camp. 

• Throughout the pandemic, many 
congregations were affected by changes 
to daily activities and regular services. 
This impact was also felt in LLC 
operations. With the return to a more 

-
butions have also returned to normal. 
For this we are thankful. 

• With plans to build a bathhouse at Silver 
Springs in time for 2023 Summer 
Services, we are starting to see dona-
tions for this phase of development. 

• Inventory reduction efforts continue. We 
are pleased that during the pandemic we 
were able to reduce old inventory as well 
as sell new products. 

Facilities 

• Approximately 350 youth traveled to 
Peace Gardens for the annual Youth Days. 
Many commented how thankful they were 
for the opportunity to again gather at these 
gardens in unity with the Canadians who 
were able to cross the border. 

• The annual Joint Camp Boards meeting 
was held September 11, 2021. This 
year’s camps were reviewed and plans 
for 2022 were discussed. In 2021, we 
experienced God’s blessings for those 
who attended camps. We pray God will 
bless efforts to come. 

• This year, approximately 3,000 camp 
participants signed up through the LLC 
camp registration system.  
 

– 350 attended Hasscib Lake Camp 

– 1,600 attended Stony Lake Camp 

-
tion schools. 

Communications 

• Fourteen scholarship recipients were 

year. The list of names will be pub-
lished after all recipients have indi-
cated whether they will accept  
the scholarship. 

• LLC Publication’s workshop was held 

hone their writing skills or to discuss 
various aspects of publications work  

was the realization that there is a  
 

and for believers. 

• The LLC History Project reading group 
met mid-September to begin reviewing 

the work that Keith Waaraniemi  
has done. Support and encouragement 
was expressed for the continued 

years of history. 

• The new songbook app is in the testing 
phase and is nearing completion. The app 

• We continue work on our Publications 
app, which is named Hearken. This app 
will be released soon after the turn of 
the year. We will provide more informa-
tion on this app and how to subscribe to 
it in the next two months. 

Mission 

• The Prescott Valley congregation 

of the ministry on September 19, 2021. 
We wish Ross and Kayla and family 
God’s abundant blessings and protection 
with this calling. 

• 
Kipa, September 24–26, 2021, for the 
annual Ministers and Wives Camp. 
Mikko Pasanen of Phoenix, Ariz., served 
as camp director. God abundantly blessed 
the weekend. Approximately ten couples 

were remembered with love and encour-
agement in their new calling.

• Foreign mission trips are still on hold 

services continue for those mission 

 We thank you for your prayers and 
support for the work of God’s kingdom!  
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Allen Pirness writes from 
his home near Lethbridge, 
Alberta, Canada, where  
he is a minister for the 
Lethbridge Laestadian 
Lutheran congregation, 
husband to Jessica, father  
of four, and a commodities 
trader for Market Place 
Commodities. 
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2021 LLC LECTIONARY 

October 17, 2021
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus’ messengers
Ps. 145:8–13
Amos 7:10–15
Gal. 4:12–20
John 13:16–20

October 24, 2021
Reformation Day (Observed on 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
The foundation of faith
Ps. 46:1–7
Jer. 17:5–8
Rom. 10:12–18
Matt. 5:13–16

October 31, 2021
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Forgive one another
Ps. 119:162–168
Isa. 64:4–9
Phil. 1:6–11
Matt. 6:14,15

November 1, 2021
All Saints’ Day
The communion of saints
Ps. 89:5–7,15–18
Isa. 65:23–25
Rev. 22:1–5
Matt. 5:1–12
Alt. Texts: 
1 Cor. 15:51–57
Heb. 11:13–16

COLUMN

Forgiveness Brightens the Horizon 
CAN WE RESPECT and even love our ancestors while still recognizing that they 

 When we look into the past, sometimes we question what people were thinking in 

to progress so far before the rest of the world stopped his atrocities. These questions 
can only be answered with a full view of the complexity of the time. Lacking a full 
view, we may begin to assume too much – we might even think we would not have 

Galatians 6. “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (v. 1–3). Indeed, 
it’s likely that if we were alive in that time period, we would share something of the 
common view of the day. 
 In recent years there has been discussion about colonialism and the lasting effects 

peoples of the land. We recognize that God has created all people in His image and 
that it is sin to treat someone else poorly. The evidence of this happening as European 
settlers were establishing new nations on the North American continent is undeni-
able. In this, we can recognize the motivations in the corrupt nature of humankind. 

 None of us lived in the past and we are not responsible for any actions of others in 
the past, but it is useful for us to consider what those actions of the past have normal-
ized for actions and privilege today. It’s not a light or comfortable matter to consider 
that mistreatment of people in the past has helped to shape continued disadvantages 
even today. To outright deny mistakes of the past is not productive in the discussion 
either. It prevents us from accepting that the goal ought to be a future full of the same 
potential for all people. As citizens, we need to live today remembering what Jesus 
taught in the Golden Rule: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 

 God’s kingdom has been preserved in our lands through the ages by the power and 
effect of God’s forgiveness, through the merit work of Jesus. The people of God have 
reached the eternal rest of the righteous because God saw them through the atone-
ment work of His dear Son. They were sinners in their lifetime, but God’s forgiveness 
preserved them in faith. God’s forgiveness is found in the preaching of the gospel of 
the forgiveness of sins in His kingdom here on earth. In light of this, it is a dangerous 
path to remain critical and unforgiving of the sins of others in the past. It shackles us 
to our own understanding and steals away the freedom from sin that God’s children 
can own. It is also foolish to pretend that offenses did not happen. It denies reality 
and puts the wrong light on former saints. We need to remember that they lived of the 
gospel in their lives, just as we need to today. 
 Perhaps someone brings to our attention that we have offended them. It may or may 
not be a surprise to hear. Either way, we need to have open ears to hear the sorrow that 
we have caused through our actions. If we can own our offenses and ask for forgive-
ness, then Jesus is able to own them for us and we can leave them there. If we are only 
interested in defending ourselves, then the offense remains an unhealed wound. 
 We can struggle with how to approach an individual about offenses. Perhaps a 
direct, yet careful approach is best. We can say, for example, “I’m sorry that I 
haven’t been able to visit with you about this sooner, but we have offenses between 
us.” Maybe if we have treated someone poorly, we could say, “I recognize that I 
have treated you poorly and wish to talk about it if you are able to.” When the 
offenses can be discussed and when the gospel is preached, it’s important to be 
able to forgive from our heart. If there is something preventing us from being able 
to forgive the offense, then perhaps it’s okay to involve someone else, mutually 
agreed upon, to help us converse about it. There are also times when it’s produc-
tive to get help from a professional counsellor in order to work through past 
situations in a healthy way. 
 It’s no mystery why Jesus needed to stress that we love one another. He knew how 

one another, we can collectively hang our heads in shame. May we always remember 
Jesus’ example as we approach realities from the past, whether personal or from the 
collective human experience: He was treated unjustly yet remained forgiving.  
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Mikko Pasanen 

They journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass 
the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged 
because of the way. And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our 

the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that 
he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 

upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, 
and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Numbers 21:4–9 

s God’s people travelled toward the promised land, the 
Israelites began to complain about the food and other 
troubles of the journey. Their complaints were doubts 
that God was caring for them in the right way. These 
doubts, when unforgiven, led them into unbelief. 

What Brings Unbelief? 
Just before this, the Israelites had prayed to God for victory over the 
Canaanites, that they would be defeated to the last man. God heard their 
prayer and gave victory over the enemy forces (Num. 21:1–3). After His 
people left Mount Hor, God directed them to circumvent the land of 
Edom and continue toward the Red Sea. The people became discouraged 
and spoke against God. 

When the Israelites had departed from Egypt, and Pharoah was in chase, 
the Israelites became afraid and began to complain to Moses (Exod. 14:11). 
They asked Moses whether the burial ground had enough room, and 
therefore “hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? Wherefore 
hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?” 

Moses Represents Congregation Mother 
In this part of the Bible, Moses represents – serves as an example of 
– the congregation mother. Egypt represents the world that denies God. 
God called Moses to lead the nation unto the promised land (Exod. 3,4), 
just as He yet today guides His congregation through His Holy Spirit. 
Moses was a quiet speaker and God instructed that Moses would use his 
brother Aaron to speak. We know that Moses’ sister Miriam also spoke. 
Likewise in God’s kingdom today, brothers and sisters speak through the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 Have you ever considered yourself capable of complaining about God’s 
work? Indeed, humans are prone to criticize. But isn’t it so that God will 

who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter the 
power over the clay, of the same lump, to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour?” (v. 20,21). From this portion of the 
wilderness journey, we see that doubting God’s care and questioning 
what God willed led to rebellion. Doubts uncared for led to unbelief. 

A

THE SABBATH WORD 2

The Children of 
Israel Were Like Us 

Online, Yet Yearning 
to Be Together 

Paul Honkala 

THE HEAVENLY FATHER has blessed us with amazing technology. Especially during this 

perhaps more widely than ever before. The Good Shepherd has not forgotten His sheep, but 
rather He has led them to green pastures where He feeds and nourishes them – even in 
remote corners of the earth. It’s almost unfathomable how services have been held locally, 
nationally, internationally, and even inter-culturally.  

opened to see new possibilities in communications technology, all put to use and propelled 
by pandemic-related challenges. Yet, along with these new opportunities come some key 
questions: Do these online services replace in-person services? How did online services 
come about? Why do we listen to online services? 
 It seems important to consider the primary reason for online services. The use of online 

service occasions have been of special help to those who are sick, those who are in 
localities where there are few believers, those in remote locations in service to our country 
and to those in other faraway places where attending in-person is not possible. 
 It is always important to hear God’s Word. The Lord Jesus taught that “Blessed are they 

Word of God, it is important to consider the place of online technology in one’s own life 
and in our relationships with other believers. Regarding actual fellowship, the writer to the 
Hebrews provided relevant instruction in his time about gathering with others. The Jewish 
congregation’s members had become tired on the journey. They began to drift. They 
needed encouragement, support and teaching through in-person fellowship with other 
believers. He wrote, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” 
(Heb. 10:25). This instruction, addressing the conditions of the times, was relevant then and 
is relevant yet today. 

portion can get in the way, such that choosing online services could become our primary way 

choose those kinds of speeches that our ears like to hear? Do we choose speeches only from 
certain speakers? Do we choose them from other countries, such as Finland, thinking that it’s 
a better sermon? These are important considerations related to listening online. 

when we are so richly blessed with the opportunity to attend in-person. In our human frailty, 
we can easily decide to stay home and make a habit of listening to Sunday morning services 

or her lifestyle better than attending in-person services, one may no longer value traveling 
in-person, hand-in-hand with our fellow escorts on the narrow way. Furthermore, if we no 
longer attend services, we cannot be escorts to others who live and believe nearby. 
 It is implicit in the word “congregation,” that we physically gather together in spiritual 
unity, helping each other on the journey. In fact, the original Hebrew word for congregation 
means company assembled together. God’s Word teaches that the children of God should 
gather and that in doing so we serve one another. 
 Yet, we understand that if one is unable to attend services in-person it is always good to 
listen online. The same Spirit that preaches the gospel in-person can also be heard online. 
When listeners hear the gospel and believe sins forgiven in Jesus’ name and blood, they 
understand that possessing peace with God is reason for joy. In turn, this joy fosters a 
desire in the hearts of believers to gather with God’s children in-person. 
 We may also ponder whether a person is able to believe all alone or with his or her family 
in some remote locality? Yes, they can! God protects and guides. But again, these believers 
desire in-person services and gatherings whenever opportunities arise. We’ve noticed how 
when believers move to a new locality they often request that services might be held in their 
place of watching. The same ardent request has come from lone foreigners who, after 
receiving the grace of repentance away from home, beg for services upon returning to their 
homeland. In this way God has accomplished His mission work in our time. 
 The evening devotions that we enjoy hearing at the end of a busy day have been one of 

warms hearts and relates God’s promises to listeners. I personally feel that if it were 

hear the preached gospel. It will come, when time has ceased, that the children of God 
truly will all be gathered together to sing the praises of our Lord and Savior!  

MISSION WORK FIELD NOTES
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Sam Roiko 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, 
and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the 
light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and 
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:13–16 

he texts for Reformation Sunday 
speak of the foundation of faith. 
Reformation Sunday is especially 
designated to remember the 
reformer Martin Luther and his 

teachings. After Martin Luther received the grace 
of repentance, he summarized the principles of the 
reformation: humans are saved alone by faith, 
alone by grace, alone by the merits of Jesus Christ. 
 With a sure foundation of faith, a child of God 
lives according to how he or she believes. In this 
way, the righteousness of life is joined to the 
righteousness of faith. When a child of God lives 
according to what the Spirit of God teaches and 
instructs, then the child of God is the salt of the 

food, and a candle gives light in the dark, so too is 
the child of God in this world: those in the world 
“think it strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot” (1 Pet. 4:4). 

Salt Gives Flavor 
Jesus here spoke of how important it is that this 

that is bland and has lost its savor is good for 
nothing, it is not sprinkled on food but is thrown 
away. The angel of the church of Laodicea was 
warned when he was found to be in this bland or 
lukewarm condition: “Because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth” (Rev. 3:16). A lukewarm temperature is 
neither cold nor hot; it does not feel like anything. 
It can also be a danger for a child of God to 
become lukewarm to this world and no longer 
speak of the dangers of sin. 
 Similarly, the purpose of a candle is to give light 
in darkness – candles are set on a candlestick, not 
lit to be hidden under a basket. God has sent his 
children to shine into the darkness of this world, 
when they live according to how they believe. As 
believers, our lives are a confession of faith and 
shine a light into the world. 

The Foundation 
of Faith 

T

God’s Will in All Things 
Paul writes to the Romans about God’s omnipotence 

has time for, but rather what God blesses. God answered 
Moses from a burning bush, concerning the question of 
whom He had sent: I AM THAT I AM (Exod. 3). 
 Later in the wilderness journey, God sent poisonous 
snakes among the Israelites. And the snakes bit people who 
did not put away sin from their hearts and those who tried 
God’s patience (1 Cor. 10:9). 
 Haven’t we also personally experienced this? When sin 
has beset and made the journey slow, there may be griping, 
and the congregation begins to look wretched. That is the 
poisonous snake bite, which is what happened to that 
portion of Israelites. 

Care for Wounds 
That wilderness in which the children journeyed represents 
the believers’ journey here in the world. God grants comfort, 
even oases on the wilderness journey, where we can rest for a 
moment. God may also lead the people into battle, adversity 
and even imprisonment – even allow death. Many Israelites 
met their death there on the wilderness journey. If we do not 
wash and bind our wounds, they can result in death. 
 However, not all the wounded Israelites died of snake 
poisoning. God instructed Moses to create a bronze 
serpent image and raise it before the Israelites, so that they 
who were bitten by the serpent could raise their gaze upon 
the bronze serpent. John says in chapter 3, “As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life” (v. 14,15). The 
raising of the bronze serpent is a concrete image of how 
Jesus died for all of our sins. 

We Worship Only Him 
Associated with this bronze serpent that Moses, following 
God’s instruction, made to save those bitten by the serpent, 
is also a warning against spirits which battle against living 
faith. In his epistle, John warns of wrong spirits, which will 
be and are already: “Hereby know ye the spirit of God: 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 

 It happened that the Israelites began to worship the bronze 
image that Moses had made of the serpent, which displeased 
God. When Hezekiah became king, he did God’s work in 
destroying the image of the serpent that was raised on the 

we worship only Him. 
 Scripture’s warning against wrong spirits, including those 
that would worship a dead image, is clear. Many have been 
bitten on the journey and without tending the wound, have 
died; others have fallen into a wrong spirit that excludes 

 Today, there yet echoes this message of joy in God’s 
kingdom. All those who have been bitten by the serpent can 
believe all sins forgiven in Jesus’ name and blood.  

THE SABBATH WORD 4

According to Grace Teachings 
Thus, the children of God humbly endeavor to live 
according to the grace teachings in the congregation, 
and not battle against the mother. For example, a child 
of God endeavors to live in sobriety rather than 
drunkenness and the use of mind-altering substances. 
In believing homes, children are accepted as gifts 
from God, rather than as a result of planning how 
many children would be accepted. Believers have not 
wanted to sit in the seat of the scornful, whether at 
sporting events or theaters of this world. 
 These are not for merit, but rather, when this gift of 
faith is so precious, we desire to preserve it in a 
conscience “void of offense before God and men,” as 
Paul confessed before the governor Felix (Acts 24:16). 
We draw the line at those things that hinder faith and 
harm the conscience. The enemy of souls wishes to 
lead us all astray and off the road that leads to 
heaven. By preserving this gift of faith in a clean 
conscience, and putting sin away, we are as the wise 
man of whom Jesus spoke at the end of the Sermon 
on the Mount, the man who build his house on a rock 

Our Sure Foundation 
The faith of a child of God rests on this rock, this sure 
foundation. It is the merit works of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus – He was the only one who was able to live a 
perfect life, never transgressing God’s demanding law. 

Himself as the perfect offering to pay for the debt of sin 
of all humankind. His suffering, death, and victorious 
resurrection opened the way to heaven: “Now the tomb 
is open and the temple veil and the way to heaven – open 

 This faith is a gift and cannot be earned, it cannot be 
achieved, it is not deserved. “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” 

when the world by its wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 

poor, the gospel is preached. (1 Cor. 1:21, Luke 5:31, 
Matt. 11:5). This faith comes by hearing, hearing the 

kingdom: “Now ye are clean through the word which I 

prophet also saw how precious the preaching of God’s 

this rock, a sure foundation, and all who dwell therein 

Lord. All her foes shall be confounded by the Spirit and 
the Word. Let the devils rage and thunder; none shall 
rend her walls asunder.”  
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So Little We Speak 
of Heaven 

Niin vähän 
me puhumme taivaasta. 
Silmämme painuvat kiinni, 
pimeä täyttää huoneen. 
Huokauksen lapset valvovat, 
eivät leiki keskenään – 
yön peitto kääriytyy 
tuskanlämmin. 
Niin vähän 
me puhumme taivaasta, 
vaikka illan kajo on kuin 
päivän käsivarsi 
yhä ojentunut 
  meitä kohti. 

So little 
we speak of heaven. 
Our eyes press shut, 

Children of prayers lie yet awake, 
not playing together – 
night's blanket enfolds 
unbearably warm. 
So little 
we speak of heaven, 
though the glow of evening is like 
the arm of daylight 
yet extended 
  toward us. 

Niilo Rauhala

Translation: Editors 

HOME AND FAMILY

What Does Heaven Look Like? 
IF YOU CLOSE YOUR EYES and imag-
ine heaven, what do you see? Do you 
see roads paved with gold and serene 
landscapes? Do you see mansions and 
angels? The Bible refers to heaven in 
several places and we sing of heaven in 
our songs and hymns of Zion, but none 
of us really know the full extent of its 

-
mation School at Kamp Kipa this past 
summer, students drew pictures of what 
they envisioned heaven to look like. 
Here are a few of their pictures. 

Thoughts of Heaven 
James Moll 

STOP! BEFORE YOU READ
away or close your eyes. Visualize heaven. Take your time. 

songs, artists and discussions. Yet, the fact of the matter is 
that we simply don’t know. Why do we not know? 
 Apostle Paul writes: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). 
Juhani Uljas repeats this in a different way: “Scripture 
speaks much about the reality of eternal life, but little 
about what eternal life is like” (The Treasure Hidden in a 
Field, LLC, 2003). 
 In John 14:2, Jesus tells His disciples, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.” However, He did not describe 
the mansions, nor did He give other descriptions even 
though He had come to earth from heaven and would have 
been the perfect authority. 
 When I was given the task to create a summer services 
presentation on “Heaven,” I had no idea how to proceed. In 
fact, even now years later, I do not feel any more prepared 
to write about heaven. I suspect most can relate to my 
sentiments. How well did you visualize heaven and what 
would you have to say about the topic? 

the presentation. When I ask people to describe heaven, 
most audiences relate more of how they expect to feel in 
heaven: they are joyful, serene, calm and happy as they sing 
praises, without sorrow or tears. Most descriptions include 
clouds, streets of gold, musical instruments, green pastures 
and the like. Some people picture being in a setting 
associated with their memories of beautiful places, such as 

and went to heaven has returned to describe it. The poet 
Niilo Rauhala comments, “So little we speak of heaven.” 
 The verses of one song relate about the indescribable 
wonder of heaven. “No tongue its beauty tells” and the 
verses speak about eternal life, no tears, and “God has a 
joy prepared which mortal ear has never heard nor mortal 
vision shared, which never pierced a mortal breast, by 

treasures in heaven. The song relates of golden crowns, 
white robes, harps, and streets made of gold. There is a 

there is eternal light and anthems of praise. 

enthusiastically resounds with, “Joy, joy, joy” bursting forth 
from an innumerable throng of singers! I imagine that all 
angels will be granted perfect singing voices, voices that 
will never tire. 
 Do you now have a clearer picture of heaven? Person-
ally, after thinking about this subject, it feels as though 
the more I learn, the more I realize how little I know. 
Most discussions have centered around the desire of 
people one day to be able to rejoice eternally in heaven. I 
never hear of the alternative, of a desire for eternal 
torment. Moreover, I have never met anyone who didn’t 
express the expectation of arriving one day on heaven’s 
shores. And I have heard stories from both believers and 
others who relate of angels coming to take a loved one at 
the moment of death, and of being drawn towards a 
bright light. The martyr Stephen saw “the heavens 
opened, and the son of man standing on the right hand of 

 How can our limited human understanding begin to 
grasp something that is far beyond human experience: 
something that is so perfect, and something that begins but 

our God create everything from nothing with His Word 
only? Reason is limited. We can only see faintly with eyes 
of faith. Apostle Paul says, “For now we see through a 
glass, darkly” (1 Cor. 13:12). 
 We have often been reassured of the pathway to the 
destination. The bloody footprints of our Redeemer mark 
the way. Former saints have traveled that narrow way; our 
escorts today help us keep our feet on the old paths, the 
tried-and-true way. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life” (John 14:6). 
 Heaven waits for all who remain believing and 
endeavoring in faith to the destination. Even if we 
neither understand nor see, by faith we have a sure hope 

will be clear.  

ARTWORK: ELLA ROUSU
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Heaven of Grace, Heaven of Glory 
Matthew Keranen 

IN SERMONS AND IN WRITINGS I have encountered 
the phrases “heaven of grace” and “heaven of glory.” I 
wanted to know more about what these terms mean, 
especially when juxtaposed. So I turned to my friend, our 
congregation’s pastor Jouko Haapsaari for insight. Here 
is an excerpt from our text message exchange. 

Matt: Jouko, we sometimes hear people speak of a heaven 
of grace. What do we mean when we speak of this? 

Jouko: Isn’t it interesting that the Bible says Apostle 
Paul was “caught up to the third heaven,” as he writes in 
2 Cor. 12:2. And in the Lord’s Prayer in Finnish we read 

the concept of heaven is deeper than we think. 

Matt: That is interesting. Also, in English we sometimes 
say “the heavens,” and maybe to some that’s a poetic way 
of saying the sky or “the skies.” But in the King James 
version of the Bible it mentions “heavens” such as in 
Deut. 10:14. “Behold, the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord's thy God, the earth also, with all 
that therein is.” 

Jouko: God is mightier than we think. And why 
wouldn’t He be? 

Matt: Yes, He is. I ponder the heaven of glory. What is 
that exactly? 

Jouko: I remember some old ministers preached about 
heaven on earth – in God’s kingdom. They said that the 
descriptions of heaven, for example in Revelations, refer 
to God’s kingdom as the heaven of glory. The beauty of 
God’s kingdom can only be seen by one who is already 
therein. Also, I think that the heaven of glory is the goal 
of faith, eternity there where God is. It is those mansions 
that Jesus promised to prepare for His own, in John 14:2. 

Matt: It will indeed be glorious. Grace will no longer be 
needed in eternity, right? 

Jouko: I remember hearing about faith, hope and love, 
that in heaven faith will change to seeing, and hope to 

eternal bliss; neither faith nor hope will any longer be 

Grace won’t be needed either because there we will no 
longer have temptations or sin! What a wonderful place. 

Matt: That is such a wonderful thought to hold on to: no 
more temptations or sin. 

Jouko: Indeed. Here we are tempted and must battle 
daily for our crown. 

Matt: But while grace is yet needed, we are – or we can 
be – in the heaven of grace. I’m not sure if this is a 
saying that everyone knows about. How would you 

to repent of unbelief? 

Jouko: Grace as a concept means unmerited goodness 
from God. When a person is in the heaven of grace, he or 
she is under the protection of God’s grace. The most 
wonderful gift from God is the forgiveness of all sins that 
we can enjoy every day; it is unlimited even to the biggest 
sinner. God is good! 

Matt: So, thinking of what a young one might wonder 
about this, are we in the heaven of grace at all times? 

Jouko: The Bible mentions “standing in God's grace” 
only twice (Rom. 5:2 and 1 Pet. 5:12), but it is enough. 
Every Word from God’s mouth will stand forever. 

Matt: Who is standing in God’s grace? Is that us? 

Jouko: Yes, it is us. God’s children sure have a reason to 
wonder and be thankful for it. Sometimes we try to think 
in our human way what the heaven of glory will be like. 
Have you ever thought about it and how do you imagine it 

Matt: It will be like an unending dream, complete rest 
and happiness. Nothing uncomfortable or pressing. No 
worrisome thoughts. But even these words feel lacking in 

how Finnish people write in death announcements, 
“jälleennäkemisen ihanassa toivossa,” which means 

“clinging to the wonderful hope of seeing each other 
again.” That makes me think maybe we’ll know our loved 
ones who also inherit heaven’s home. Wouldn’t that be 

them and know them. 

Jouko: I agree. How good it will be to meet those, who 
we have missed here after their time was over. It also 
feels so comforting to think that I won’t feel temptations 
of sin, and only love prevails. 

Matt: So, while we await our eternal life in heaven, in 
the heaven of glory, we have this wonderful gift of the 
heaven of grace here on earth. When through God’s 
goodness, we taste God’s grace and a foretaste of heaven. 
That is what heaven of grace means: through grace we 
are given a foretaste of heaven. 

Jouko: Exactly so, and that is why believers in biblical 
times compared this heaven of grace – God’s kingdom – 
to a golden candlestick, without any fault or blemish. 
God’s grace is so wonderful and perfect that it is the 
closest we can come to heaven while yet here on earth.  

Discussion Points 

1. What is your idea of heaven? What is the basis  
of this idea? 

2. We learn that in heaven “faith will be changed to 
seeing.” What will we see? 

3. What in your personal experience prepares you for 
heaven? What causes you to yearn for heaven? 

4. If it happens as people say, that we will have a joyous 

will we recognize loved ones that have gone before? 

5. What is the rest of the righteous? 

6. Will we become angels when we die? 

Lazarus’ death?

ARTWORK: JED DAVISONARTWORK: NICOLE SUTINEN
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Return to the Right Place 
Rieka Lehto 

NOELLA HERRALA WAS BORN in the small town of 
Cokato, Minn., and grew up on her family’s farm. Her 
parents were believers and the family attended Sunday 
morning services and other church events regularly. 

like school, with no time for recreational activities. When 
she was a child, Summer Services were known as St. 
John’s Services, and they were held in Calumet, Mich., 
each year. As a child, Noella was unable to attend these 
services due to them taking place during haying season 
on the farm, but after graduation, she was able to go. 
 Noella had many childhood friends to help her in faith 
through her younger years. Then, when she was in her 
twenties, a spirit of heresy began to cause division among 
her peers and family, causing confusion. At the time of 
the heresy, a decision was made within the Cokato 
congregation to discontinue the use of the Finnish 
ministers. The majority of the church was in favor of this, 
and believers were the minority who viewed this decision 
as “breaking off Finland.” When the decision was voted 
on in the Cokato church, the believers stood up and left. 
Noella stayed behind. In her words, “It was as though the 
Holy Spirit got up and left with them.” 
 People in the church preached the gospel to one 
another, but to Noella, the gospel no longer held the same 
power. She felt empty and cold. She remained wanting to 
have her sins forgiven, and she knew she was not in the 
right place. 
 For three days, she planned how she would repent. 
Each night, she was fearful because the news spoke of 

earthquakes, war, and storms – all signs of the end times. 
God was calling her. 
 At the time, she and a few friends worked in Minne-

after the decision was made at the church, she was 
meeting her friends for their regular lunch and she 
planned to repent then, but lunch came and went, with no 
opportunity for her to ask for forgiveness. The next day, 
she planned to repent at haps, but that night came and 

she would go shopping instead of meeting her friends 
for lunch, since her plans were not panning out the way 
she intended. During lunch hour that day, Noella 
happened to meet one of these friends, her cousin 
Lavona, in the hallway. Lavona was on her way to the 
bank and invited Noella to come along. To Noella’s 
surprise, it was right there, in the middle of the bank, 
surrounded by people doing their banking, that she 
received the grace of repentance. 
 In the moment Lavona preached the gospel to her, 
Noella felt she could understand God’s Word. Before, 
when she was struggling, she would hear the believers’ 
position and understand clearly for a short time, then 
become confused again when she talked those who were 
in the heresy. Now God allowed her to see where she had 
been wrong.
 What a blessing it was to be able to see and understand 
through the eyes of faith! Noella relates how in the time 
before the heresy, there was a lot more leniency, espe-
cially among the youth. God heard her prayers and helped 
her back to His kingdom, yet she grieved for her family 

from her immediate family remained in faith. Since the 
heresy, few of those who left have found their way back 
to God’s kingdom. Noella feels fortunate to be one of 
God’s children. 

dead. She relates this to faith groups, especially regard-
ing groups which a schism has divided. Though at a 
given moment it may be hard to tell them apart, when 
there are two spirits, one is the living Holy Spirit and the 
other is a false spirit. Ultimately, the fruits will show 
which one is alive.  

A Full Life 
Jan Johnson 

Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

HARVEY SKOOG, 81, of Prescott Valley, 
Arizona, served his community and his congre-
gation with a spirit of willingness. Born on a 
northern Minnesota farm without running water 
or electricity, Harvey attended a one-room 
school through the eighth grade. After graduat-
ing high school, he began work at a grocery 
store. At age twenty, Harvey married Edna 
Nevala. They were blessed with four sons and 

Harvey went to business school while working nights at a grocery warehouse. After 

he started, developed and sold three accounting practices. 
-

the ballot for a full term on the council. The group promised to collect the needed 

signatures and do the campaign. That effort was fruitful. In 1993, the mayor encouraged 
Harvey to run in the next mayoral election. Harvey won the election and served for 
fourteen years. 
 Harvey also served his local congregation in Prescott Valley as a board member and 
treasurer, Sunday school teacher, and Bible class leader until one of his seven heart 
attacks caused him to be given rest from these duties. Harvey gave his time and full 
effort when he was asked to serve. 

God prepare one for public service?” he pondered. “The great wisdom of Solomon 
seems to not emerge as a gift. Likewise few believers are descendants of great politi-
cians. What believers are blessed with is believing parents, believing friends, believing 
children, and a special love, the lifelong love of a believing spouse. All these are 
essential to help a believer who undertakes the job of public service. Along with the 
support of believers, much instruction is given in sermons, Bible class and study. 
Beyond these, there is no great revealing strength and each one, in any endeavor, must 
work with a prayerful heart and seek to do his or her best.” 
 In addition to many reasons for joy and thankfulness, Harvey had many regrets; most 
importantly he wanted to believe his sins and faults forgiven. His favorite song, “Within 

with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15:13), give him comfort as he awaits his day of departure.  

Editor’s note: Harvey Skoog gained the rest of the righteous on September 22, 2021. 

THE FATHER'S CALL

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIEKA LEHTO

Rieka Lehto (left) and Noella Herrala

CONGREGATION LIFE

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAN JOHNSON
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MUSIC NOTES

Heaven 
Bryce Ojalehto 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:1,2 

n this portion of God’s Word, Jesus reassures and comforts His followers 
with these words of promise. All of God’s children have a place ready for 
them in heaven when our journey on earth is complete.  
 What is heaven, what will it be like? These questions often come when 
we think about our eternal reward. Luther says that in heaven we will not 

need or want food or drink. “God Himself will sustain soul and body, as He who alone is 
to be All in all and who by our looking upon Him will impart more life, joy, and delight 
than all creatures are able to give, so that you will have to say: I would not give one 
moment of heaven for the wealth and pleasure of all the world, although they were to last 
thousands upon thousands of years!” (What Luther Says, Concordia, 1959). This expresses 
the conditions in heaven nicely. 

We can be assured that those feelings of joy and peace will be there in abundance in 
heaven, even if the things themselves that cause earthly joy may not be. Jesus says it in this 
way in Matthew 22:30: “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.” We will be like God’s angels! 
 We want to always keep our eyes focused on the heavenly prize. Jesus reminds us to 
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). Luther says that “We 
should learn to bring our eyes, our hearts, and souls to bear upon life in heaven and in a 

“But our ultimate quest should be something better and higher: the blessed inheritance in 
heaven that does not pass away.” (What Luther Says, Concordia, 1959).

may begin to lose sight of this heavenly goal. Then the joys of this earthly life begin to feel 

we are assured of eternal joy and peace. When we have stumbled in faith and doubts and 
fears are strong, we can turn to another member of the kingdom of heaven, another 
believer, and hear the gospel message: “Your sins and doubts are all forgiven in Jesus’ 
name and precious blood!” Jesus encourages us to “rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:12). 

enough. We will be in heaven one day where all will be well, questions and doubts will be 
put to rest, and we with Jesus will be able to “always behold the face of [our] Father which 

I

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY

Hymnal Marathon 

Liisa Keranen 

WHEN I STUDIED MUSIC in Tampere, I was asked to work at a yearly event 
that was hosted by a believing cantor. He worked for many decades in the 
same congregation, spoke openly of his faith, and was well loved by the parish 
members. The event he introduced and organized for years was called 
Virsimaraton, Hymn Marathon. The aim was to familiarize the recently 
launched hymnal of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland to the public. 
 The current Virsikirja
hymns. Even more than ten years after that, the Virsikirja was still considered 
new, and many people struggled with the new numbers and updated hymn 
texts. The new hymnal also introduced many new songs. This cantor was an 
avid children’s choir director, and he decided that they could meet several 
goals at the same time by organizing a hymn singing event while having a 
coffee shop open to raise money for the choir. People would enjoy their cup of 
coffee and a piece of pulla along with some basic human needs: fellowship 
and the comfort of singing. 
 So, in the darkening evenings of the fall, the congregation hall’s doors were 
open every evening for an entire week, from 5 p.m. until 11 p.m., and the room 

and purchased baked goods, while musicians would take turns accompanying 
the hymns. People would walk in to sing for a while, and then move on. That 
way the whole Finnish hymnal was explored and some social and spiritual 
yearnings were covered. 
 Half a decade ago we were able to be a part of a review group in the latest 
Siionin laulut edition, which was published in 2016. Siionin laulut is the 

this forty-year period was a longer gap than ever before between editions. 
Still, even after forty years, there were many who asked why we need to 
revise the current book. 
 I remember hearing familiar comments with that revision project. It is 
natural for us humans to take our time to adjust to new things. However, it is 
necessary to make these revisions and new editions, otherwise the language in 
our songs would not evolve with the times, and many of the lyrics would not 
be understandable to the youth, for example. Luther’s goal was to bring the 
Word of God to the public, to the everyday folk who didn’t necessarily know 
how to read or write. They would still be able to hear the message and 
understand. That’s the goal even today, that the songs we sing would be able to 
uplift and nourish us with their texts and music. 

hymnal called “the new book.” I have also heard references to the “brown 
book” still, or even some good-natured grumblings about not remembering 
what number a song is in the current book, or people struggling to remember 
the current wording. Above all I have noted how many newer songs are now 
sung regularly, and how the book has found a solid place in people’s hearts. By 
studying the copyright issues here at the LLC, I have reviewed a lot of the 
material that was needed to provide the songbook we have now. I used to feel 
a little faint of heart when reading through long email chats and permission 
dealings back and forth, and I thought, I sure hope there won’t be talk about a 
revision or a new hymnal while I work here. It seemed like such a great task! 
 Now, this September, we are embarking on a journey – a long-distance 
marathon of sorts – that is going to ensure the hymnal will stay in motion. 
There is a willing group spearheading the project, and the principle is that if 
we do constant review and launch, then the actual publishing of a new hymnal 
in the perhaps distant future won’t be so intimidating. During this digital time, 
it is easier to publish small increments of new songs, or newly translated songs 
from the current Siionin laulut, which was published after our current hymnal 
came out. I am looking forward to this work and discovering all the local gifts 
that can be put in use through this work, whether in music or text. I am 
thinking that in the next hymnal, there will be more songs that are locally 
sourced, the music and text made by believers here in North America, along 
with translated songs from other hymnals. Maybe we will organize a hymn 
marathon here also, perhaps in virtual format, for all to enjoy!  

PHOTO: QUINN RIUTTA
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YOUTH PROVERBS 16:24: Pleasant words are as a honeycomb, 

PHOTO: ASHLEY NIEMELA PHOTO: ERIKA LOUKUSA

PHOTO: SARINA SILJANDER

PHOTO: NATALIE BYMAN

It’s really fun! I like it here, it’s super 
nice. My favorite part is the singing. 
The friends I know are here and I 
met some new people. I liked the 
morning coffee too! 

PHOTO: NATALIE BYMAN

We may have doubts before coming to 
Peace Gardens, but by the end of 
camp we realize how important it is 
for us to come to strengthen our faith 
and get a taste of what heaven will be 
like. “My home in heaven waits for 

pilgrim, I must wander here. When 
shall I reach my homeland dear?” 

PHOTO: ASHLEY NIEMELA

I’ve been going to Peace Gardens for many 
years, but this year felt extra special. It’s 
been a while since we’ve been able to 
gather with others from around North 
America and it felt comforting to be with a 
big group of believers again and see friends 
from the States. The bond and unity that 
believers have felt strong and clearly came 
through in the presentations, discussions 
and devotions. It was a much-needed 
weekend away from daily life that com-
forted with the reminder that we are all on 
the path to heaven together. 

PHOTO: ASHLEY NIEMELA

My experience at Peace Gardens was 
great. Unity was felt during the discus-
sions and fellowship with the other 
believers. My experience at Gardens was 
different from last time because I had 
more people to talk to, people I’d met at 
previous Gardens and at other events over 
the years. Some highlights were playing 
volleyball and singing in the chapel – and 
of course the fellowship with other 

PHOTO: ERIKA LOUKUSA

fun! I didn’t know what to expect and I was a 

and started seeing faces I hadn’t seen in a 
long time and meeting a few new people. It 
was nice to see all these believers in one spot 

camp was the singing in the chapel. It was so 

was and it did not disappoint. Walking up to 

out the doors and it was special to hear 
everyone singing from their hearts.

A Look 
at Peace Gardens
PEACE GARDENS YOUTH DAYS were held this 

year on September 4–5. Around 350 partici-

pants, 18 years and older, attended from across 

North America. The theme for the weekend was 

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 

foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 

of the household of God“ (Eph. 2:19). 

   Natalie Byman, Erika Loukusa and Ashley 

Niemela recorded the event in photos and  

interviews.
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I Love to Write and Draw, 
Even Angels 

Trina Simonson, age 10 

HERE AT HOME in Bradwell, 
Saskatchewan, I have been 
drawing since I was four years 
old. I have written many stories 
and have drawn pictures for 
them. My mom and older 

the house because I start so 
many. Usually when I write, I 
like to write fantasy; I have also 
been learning to draw drag-
ons. Drawing and writing have 
become my hobby. Drawing 
makes me feel good, and I draw at least once a day. When I 
am sad or mad, I like to draw pictures and it calms me down. 

draw the eyes the same size. I have been looking at books 
to help me learn to draw them. 
   One night, I dreamed of an angel, and I got inspired to 
draw it during online church during COVID-19 time. Our 
family sat in the living room listening to services and some 
of us quietly drew. During the sermon, I remembered my 
dream and I drew an angel. They sang song 335 at this 
service. I thought the song was nice, so I wrote it on my pic-
ture. I imagine this angel standing at the gates of heaven. 
The light is intense and shines brightly. The angel is singing 
this song, and I imagine it sounds like a thousand voices.  

sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. CHILDRENS COLUMN

PHOTO: LARA SIMONSON 

inspired by a dream and by song of 

PHOTO: NATALIE BYMAN

PHOTO: NATALIE BYMAN 

Peace Gardens is something I am always looking 
forward to every fall. Each year I am so thankful to 
spend the weekend with so many believers. It’s a time 
where I am able to unwind and chat with old friends 
that I haven’t seen in a while. And I also get the 
chance to meet some new ones as well! I would say 
my favorite part of the weekend was the Peace Chapel. 
This year I was fortunate enough to be able to be there 
from the start of singing to the end. The way the song 
envelopes all around you and reassures you is amaz-
ing. It is so heartwarming to hear the words of Christ 
all weekend. You get reminded again and again how 
powerful God’s words are. I am so thankful to have 
the chance to go to Peace Gardens this year. I would 
also like to thank all of the help and effort that goes 
into making Peace Gardens happen! I hope I am able 
to make it next year! 

I wasn’t really expecting Peace 
Gardens to be held this year, so at 

I’m glad I went, though. It was 
nice to be able to be away from 
the world for a few days with 
believing friends. I was able to 
spend time with friends who I’m 
able to see often, as well as some 
who live farther away. I enjoyed 
the presentations, and appreciated 
hearing thoughts from others 
during the discussions. It was a 
good weekend being able to listen 
to God’s Word and be with escorts 
in faith, and I left feeling 
refreshed.  

PHOTO: ERIKA LOUKUSA
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Losing a Baby to Stillbirth 
Steven and Heidi Hendrickson and Jordan and Rianne Muhonen 

THIS IS A CONVERSATION between 
two couples whose children were called to 
heaven before birth. Jordan and Rianne 
Muhonen of Buffalo, Minn., were both 
nursing students at St. Cloud State 
University in St. Cloud, Minn. Heidi and 
Steven Hendrickson, currently of Cloquet, 
Minn., were living in Oklahoma City, 

control. Both couples have found solace in 
sharing their experiences of losing their 
babies at less than six months gestation. 

Rianne: I was in my last class that 
Monday afternoon when I started to feel 
early signs of what I now know is labor. 
Jordan picked me up around 3 p.m. I told 
him, “I wonder if what I’m feeling are 

were unsure, so we arranged a doctor’s 

drive home, I got increasingly 
uncomfortable, so we again called our 
doctor and she encouraged us to turn 
around and go to the St. Cloud Hospital, 
where they are equipped to deal with 
preterm labor. 
 We arrived at the hospital at 5 p.m., and 
immediately my water broke. We were 

as statistics regarding the baby’s chance of 
survival. The progression of labor couldn’t 
be stopped. We called our mothers and 
sent prayerful cries heavenward. 
 Before we could understand what was 
happening, our baby girl, Liliana Grace, was 
born. God had already taken her to heaven. 

Heidi: I hadn’t felt my baby move in 
several days. I called my doctor on a 
Friday and went in early Monday morning. 
Steven was already at school, and I 
couldn’t get ahold of my parents in 
Washington. I tried to tell myself that 

ultrasound revealed my baby was no longer 

his voice was so comforting. He didn’t say 
much; he listened to me cry and said he 
would be there for us and pray for us. This 
too was God’s plan for our family 
 I sat in the hospital room alone with 
one-year-old Waylon for several hours. 

around noon. My fervent prayer during 
labor was that I could deliver the baby 
before Steven had to return to school; his 
schooling was very intense and the 
program didn’t allow any absences. God 
heard my prayer and Alana Marcia was 
born a half hour before Steven had to leave. 
I encouraged him to go, as he only had 
three weeks left. We couldn’t give up now. 

Mother’s Grief 

Heidi: In the weeks after Alana was 
-

homa. Life went on all around me, but I 
was alone in pain and anxiety. The 
anxiety was even worse when I heard of 
others experiencing hardship, and in my 
following pregnancy. 
 How would you describe the weeks 
after losing Liliana? 

Rianne: I can totally relate to those 
feelings. I was in a heavy sadness I had 
never felt before. I felt lonely since I was 
the only one who knew Liliana while 
she was alive; for twenty-three weeks I 
felt that little life growing in me. 
Though I felt lonely in that way, Jordan 
was grieving the loss of a life he didn’t 
even know. Family and friends helped 
carry our pain. 

during that time? 

Heidi: Several friends and family 
members came to stay with us until 
Steven completed his program. We also 
held a funeral service for baby Alana in 

support we received. Neighbor friends 
were happy that many people came there 
to help us and that a pastor from our 

service. We were not isolated from 
support and care in God’s kingdom. 

Rianne: The comfort and support we 
received from believing friends was 
indescribable. I was carried through 
those days by prayers and love. My 
nursing instructors were empathetic and 
accommodating. I was able to take a few 
days off before I chose to return to class. 
I remember thinking “How can I con-
tinue with normal life?” But I took one 
moment and one day at a time. God gave 
me strength. Having this purpose to 

blessing too. 

Father’s Grief 

Jordan: The birth was so rapid and 
confusing. In nursing school we had 
learned about Braxton-Hicks 
contractions, so we agreed that what 
was happening was something our 
textbooks confirmed was normal – we 
were not immediately concerned. We 
called Rianne’s doctor, who also wasn’t 
very concerned. 
 Should we have sought help sooner? 
The answer seems obvious in hindsight. 
Now we can only pray for acceptance. 
God does not suffer us to be tempted 
above that which we can bear. How can I 
accept that this was part of His plan? 
 After Liliana was born, we spent most 
of the night awake at the hospital. I was 
scheduled to be on a clinical rotation 
that next morning at the same hospital. I 

instructor our story of the previous 
night. She cried with me and gave me 
the day off. Rianne and I spent time 
together during that period. We went on 
day trips and shared what was on our 
hearts. Soon I was back in school, and I 
had much to occupy my mind. 
 I remember well the support and love 
that believers showed us at that time. 

easier to bear when surrounded by 
loving family and friends. Years later, it 
does feel I have gained some measure of 
acceptance of her loss. The sadness 
returns when I hear of others going 
through a similar loss. 

ABOVE: Alana’s resting place amongst 

RIGHT: Lilliana’s resting place at the 

PHOTO: HEIDI HENDRICKSON

PHOTO: RUTH DELACEY

PHOTO: JENNIFER JURMU

A PLACE OF WATCHING
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Steven: 
There was much excitement and anticipation as 
we awaited the birth of another child. Between 
family life, school and studying in a remote place, 
days seemed to be moving more quickly than 
normal – until everything came to a sudden halt. I 
was pulled out of class with a call from Heidi’s 
doctor that our awaited girl, now our little angel, 
had passed away. I was confused and heartbroken, 
but I knew I needed to be there for Heidi and our 
little boy, Waylon. 
 Why would something like this happen to us? I 
began to question whether this career path was the 
wrong choice. Father’s Day came soon after 
Alana’s death, and that was the hardest for me. I 
wanted to quit school and move back to Minne-
sota. I felt I was only adding to our grief by 
continuing my schooling. But I was encouraged to 
continue; life still had to go on. 
 We received support through many messages 
and prayers from family and friends. Some of our 

funeral service. We are grateful to all who 
remembered us and to those who prayed on our 
behalf. God gave us strength to continue. 

Amid Trials, Blessings Become Evident 

Heidi: There is no perfect roadmap to navigate 
loss and grief. Everyone who experiences a 
stillbirth experiences grief differently. There was 
a time that the present and future felt so hazy that 
it was hard to focus on the blessings in our 
day-to-day life. Eventually the pain lessened, and 
the blessings became more evident. 
 How do you view your experience now? 

Rianne: I marvel as we’ve shared our psalms 
how there are many similarities and yet many 
differences too. I have gained perspective and 
comfort in discussing our grief journeys. As you 

mentioned, I also have found that time eases the 
burden of grief. Sadness comes back in waves 
when certain events bring me back to the days 
and weeks after we lost Liliana. But I feel I have 
reached a point of trust and acceptance of God’s 
will. “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away” (Job 1:21). 
 With this came many blessings. Jordan and I 
were able to grow closer in our loss, and we 
talked early in our marriage of the importance 
of a home built on the foundation of faith. We 
experienced care and support in God’s kingdom. 

and are expecting our sixth! Each child is truly 
a blessing. 

Heidi: We have also been blessed similarly. God 
has given us four boys. The weeks after Alana’s 

Steven completed his testing and got a job in 
Duluth, Minn., three hours away from our 
families. We are thankful that God gave Steven 

good job. The things that carried me through that 
time were my many escorts and their prayers and 
listening to archived sermons. 
 What advice would you give to one experienc-
ing a similar situation? 

Rianne: Shared trials have certainly brought me 
closer to other believers who have experienced 
loss. Some of these I may not have gotten to 
know so well otherwise. Losing a child increases 

the best ways we can support a friend who is 
grieving is to tell them you are remembering 
them in prayer and to simply be present. We 
might feel we need to say something profound 
and helpful, but one of the most supportive things 
is to be present and listen. God will give words as 

 > I’m learning to use it very cautiously. I have found it draws 
me in quite easily and it often distracts me from my 
children and needs of our home. Even after I have shut it 
off, thinking about what I’ve seen often stays with me. 

our life might be better with “what they have” or if I follow 
“how she does that.” Not too long ago I heard in a sermon 
about how we should be careful how we use the internet 
to see into the lives of unbelievers, and it was a good 
reminder that I need to be careful with what I see, hear, 
and interact with on social media. – A mom

 > I don’t use any social media. – Ken

 >
care in how we use it, social media has been a big comfort 
for me very recently. My son joined the Navy and our 
primary form of communication with him is social media. 
We have video chatted with him on many, many occasions. 
Having this form of communication has been a big bless-
ing for me. In fact as we have become more comfortable 
with video chats being our normal form of communication 
we sometimes chat for hours. We pass the phone around 
so all the kids and grandkids can have their turn and we 
even set the phone in the living room so he can be a part 
of our gatherings! – Janell 

 > I sell and market products and services on social media, so 
for me it’s a tool I use in earning a livelihood. As with all 
facets of working life, it’s a place of watching. When used 
right, the tools God grants for our use are a blessing. – S 

 > Where I live, there are many believers. But I have no family 
here and not so many close friends. I keep in touch with 
family and friends that live elsewhere via social media. It 
brings great comfort. Weeks can go by during which no 
one nearby reaches out to me, but on social media, 
people are in touch much more often. I look forward to 
making local friends, and meanwhile social media is a 
lifeline. It feels like a great blessing. – lonesome 

 > I use Instagram like an online photo album. People look at 
the photos and occasionally comment on them, but mostly 
I post the photos for my own enjoyment. I can look back 
over my hundreds of photos there and relive special 
moments that have passed. And remind myself how 
quickly my children grow. In this small way I am reminded 
of God’s rich blessings to my life. – A dad 

 

How do you use social media? 

After 10 years of singing from 
our Songs and Hymns of 

Zion, what are your feelings or 
observations about this hymnal?

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

name. We reserve the right to select which answers we 
publish. We may edit spelling and grammar in responses. 
If necessary, we may also edit for brevity and clarity. 
Submit your answers by November 15, 2021. Look for the 
answers to this question in the January Voice of Zion!

PHOTO: MARAE DELACEY
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Sanansaattaja 
Irja Tiainen 

“KUN SYYRIALAISET kerran olivat Israelissa ryöstöretkellä, he toivat sieltä 
mukanaan pienen tytön, joka sitten joutui Naamanin vaimon palvelijaksi.” 
Naaman syyrialainen oli mahtava ja arvostettu sotapäällikkö. Ryöstetyt joutuivat 
yleensä orjiksi. 
 Vieraalla maalla orjan koko elämä oli isäntäväen määräysvallassa. Hyvässä 
perheessä orja sai opiskella ja saattoi jopa nousta arvostettuun asemaan. Tylyssä 
perheessä hänen elämänsä oli turvatonta. Jos orja erehtyi kapinoimaan isän-

raskaimmat työt. Aikuisena hän kartutti omaisuutta vain isäntäväelle, ei omalle 

-
kinoilla sai ostaa alle kymmenvuotiaan lapsen puolta halvemmalla kuin sitä 
vanhemman ja taitavamman orjan. 
 Raamattu kertoo Naamanin vaimon palvelijattaresta hyvin vähän. Tyttö oli 
luultavasti noin kymmenvuotias. Raamatussa hänet mainitaan pieneksi. Edes 
tytön nimeä ei tiedetä. Kuitenkin pari hänen sanomaansa lausetta ovat olleet niin 
tärkeitä, että ne ovat säilyneet sanatarkasti. Halpa-arvoisena pidetty palvelustyttö 
oli Jumalan asialla. Siitä, miten sotapäällikkö Naamanin perhe kuunteli pienen 
tytön puhetta, voi päätellä, että he olivat oppineet luottamaan palvelijaansa. 
 Nyt Naaman oli sairastunut. Hänellä oli vaikea ihosairaus, jota sanottiin spitaaliksi. 
Tuossa tilanteessa auttamishaluinen palvelustyttö sanoi emännälleen: “Kunpa herrani 
pääsisi käymään sen profeetan luona, joka on Samariassa! Se mies parantaisi hänet 
spitaalista. Tytön puhe antoi Naamanille uutta toivoa, ja hän lähti heti matkaan. 
 Naaman matkasi palvelijoineen pohjoiseen Israeliin ja tapasi siellä Samariassa 
profeetta Elisan. Elisa tunnettiin kotimaassaan ihmeiden tekijänä ja profeetta 
Elian oppilaana sekä työn jatkajana. Kun profeetta käski Naamanin peseytyä 
Jordanissa seitsemän kertaa, tämä piti neuvoa liian yksinkertaisena ja vastusteli. 
Palvelijoidensa kehotuksesta hän kuitenkin teki niin kuin Jumalan mies oli 
määrännyt, ja hän parani sairaudestaan. Sen jälkeen hän palasi Elisan luo ja 
tunnusti: “Nyt minä tiedän, ettei Jumalaa ole missään muualla kuin Israelissa.“ 
Lähtiessään takaisin Syyriaan Naaman tahtoi ottaa mukaansa Israelin multaa ja 
lupasi: “Enää en uhraa alttarilla polttouhria enkä teurasuhria muille jumalille 
kuin Herralle.” Elisa hyvästeli Naamanin: “Mene rauhassa.” 
 Naaman palasi kotiinsa Syyriaan terveenä. Hanen ihonsa oli puhdas. Puhdas oli 
myös hänen sydämensä. Luottamus Jumalan lähettämän orjatytön sanaan muutti 
Naamanin koko elämän. Tämän paranemisihmeen on myös evankelista Luukas 
tallentanut Jeesuksen sanoina: “Israelissa oli monta spitaalista profeetta Elisan 
aikana, mutta yhtäkään heistä ei puhdistettu, ainoastaan Naaman, joka oli 

vastaan, se tavoitti israelilaisten hämmästykseksi pakanakansat. Näin evankeliumi 
kuuluu kaikille kansoille. 
 Israelilainen palvelustyttö sai nyt vieraalla maalla iloita yhdessä isäntäväkensä 
kanssa. Jumalan sanansaattajana vierasmaalainen, nimetön ja halpa-arvoinen tyttö 
oli välittänyt vierasmaalaiselle puhdistavan uskon.  

The Messenger 
Irja Tiainen 

“THE SYRIANS HAD GONE OUT by companies, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.” Naaman the 
Syrian was a mighty and respected warlord. The captives usually ended up enslaved. 
 In a foreign country the entire life of a slave was under the control of the master 
and mistress of a household. In a good family a slave could learn skills and he or 
she could even rise to a respected position. In a harsh family his or her life was 
insecure. If a slave made the mistake of rebelling against the master and mistress, 
punishments were severe. The slave had to do the dirtiest and heaviest work. As an 
adult he or she only amassed wealth for the master and mistress, not for his or her 
own family. The marriage of a female slave was not recognized. The master and 
the mistress owned the children of the slave, and the family of the slave had no 
protection against sexual abuse. It was possible to buy a child under the age of ten 
in the slave market at half the price of an older and more skillful slave. 
 The Bible tells very little about the servant girl of Naaman’s wife. The girl was 
probably about ten years old. The Bible calls her little. Her name is not even 
known. Nevertheless, a couple of sentences she uttered were so important that they 
have been preserved verbatim. The servant girl of low value did God’s work. It can 
be deduced from the way the family of commander Naaman listened to the words 
of the little girl that they had learned to trust their servant. 
 Naaman became ill. He had a severe skin disease called leprosy. In that situation 
the helpful servant girl told her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet 
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” These words of the girl gave 
new hope to Naaman, and he left right away. 
 Naaman traveled with his servants to northern Israel and met there in Samaria 
the prophet Elisha. Elisha was known in his homeland as the maker of miracles, 
and as a disciple and a successor of the work of Elijah. When the prophet asked 
Naaman to wash himself seven times in the river Jordan, he found the advice too 
simple, and he resisted. Nevertheless, at the urging of his servants he did so, and he 
was cured of his leprosy. After that he returned to Elisha and acknowledged, “Now 
I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.” Upon leaving to return to 
Syria, Naaman wanted to take some dirt of Israel with him and promised, “Your 

Lord.” Elisha said farewell to Naaman, “Go in peace.” 
 Naaman returned to his home in Syria healthy. His skin was clear. His heart was 
pure as well. Trust in the word of an enslaved girl sent by God changed Naaman’s 
entire life. The evangelist Luke has recorded this healing miracle in the words of 
Jesus: There were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha, the prophet, yet 

people of Israel would not accept the message of the prophets, it reached the 
heathen people, much to the astonishment of the Israelites. Indeed, the gospel 
belongs to all people. 
 The Israeli servant girl in the foreign land was now able to rejoice together with 
her master and mistress. As a messenger of God this foreign, nameless girl of low 
value had conveyed cleansing faith to a foreigner.  

Translation: Eeva Kariniemi 

BILINGUAL

A LITTLE GIRL DOES GOD’S WORK. Many women present in the Bible are 
barely mentioned. Some who do work for God’s kingdom are so socially 

has great consequence in the lives of those they serve and in the history of 
God’s kingdom. 

In the book Raamatun naisia Eevasta Priscaan (Women of the Bible from Eve 
to Priscilla), Ed. Marja-Liisa Sivula and Raili Ojalehto (SRK, 2011), Irja Tiainen 
writes about the work of an enslaved girl. This passage, from the chapter 
titled “Women Acting Courageously,” presents the case of an unnamed girl, 
doing God’s work for her captors. 

ILLUSTRATION: TYTTI MÄENPÄÄ
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When One is Hurting, We All Hurt 
Editors’ note: author’s name is withheld to protect the identities of children 

TODAY I SENT ‘Johnny’ to youth camp. 

previous years because of family plans 
and, well... he was a bit apprehensive. I 
encouraged him: “Just go! You’ll meet 
new friends and have a great time!” 

Friday 
I picked Johnny up from youth camp 
today. My heart is heavy. He maintained a 
normal expression until we got in the car 
and I expectantly asked him, “Well? How 
did it go?” He pulled his cap over his eyes 
and, trying to hide his tears, he told me 
how his experience was. He was teased. 
He was called horrible names. He was 
told he was trash. He was bullied. He was 
asked why was he even there. My heart 
broke. Trying to hide my own tears, I 
tried to comfort him and discuss the 
situation. But my head and my heart were 
hurting. So many questions and feelings. 
Why? How? 

Later Friday 
We discussed what happened at camp with 
Dad. We decided to call the parents. We 
know our own kids aren’t perfect and it 
can be so hard to make these calls. But it 
needs to be addressed and we are not 
angry, maybe hurt and sad. A few of the 
kids called or came to our house to 
apologize and ask for forgiveness. It was 
heartwarming. I could tell Johnny felt a 
lot better too! However, not all of the kids 
who bullied have come forward. We know 
it’s hard. Furthermore, some of the kids 
are from neighboring congregations, and 
Johnny doesn’t know their last names. I’m 
trying to remain positive and turn this into 
a learning opportunity: Be nice to 
everybody, because you know how it feels! 
Remember to stand up for, notice and 
include the kids that are singled out or 
alone. I think he feels a little better after 
discussing these things with Dad and me. 
We comforted him with the gospel. 

Sunday 
Today we went to church. Johnny asked if 
he could stay home and listen online. I 
encouraged him to come. He doesn’t need 
to feel fear or be embarrassed. Maybe 
some of the other kids will come, apolo-
gize and good feelings can be restored. 
Well, when we got to church, he saw some 
of the kids from youth camp and wouldn’t 
come out of the vehicle. He says they 
already called him a snitch. I wanted to 
say, “Who cares what they think?” but I 
know. Trying to hide my frustration, I 
parked close to the church and opened the 
windows so he could hear the sermon 
from the outside speakers. 
 When our children hurt, we hurt. We 
want and pray that our children will 
remain believing and have believing 
friends and escorts that will help them to 
heaven. Many believing kids have cousins 
in their local congregation. Strong 
friendships may be formed with cousins 
and closer family friends which provide a 

children have no cousins nearby. 

Weeks Later 

of a bullying events in the lives of 
children. When children are bullied or 
teased, their sense of safety and security 
are diminished and healthy feelings of 
belonging and self-esteem may be 
compromised. Bullying can affect faith 
life, both during the camp, and afterward 
as the targets of it relive the cruelty. 
 Church camps and activities should be a 
safe haven for us weak and vulnerable 
travelers. When a child doesn’t feel the 
security and love of peers, it can become 

 As a mother of kids that do not have the 
safety net of cousins in our local congre-
gation, I have heard them express their 

belonging with peers. I understand that 
leaving someone out is not always 

intentional. But we can pray that God, 
who knows our needs, will send escorts 
and friends when we need them most. 

I recently had a discussion with a young 
brother in faith who is now a young adult. 

boys at church and at school. He tried 

It did not bring happiness. He recalled 
coming home from school feeling 
irritable and lonely. His mother would ask 
how his day was, but he could not tell her 
that he was kicked, called hurtful names, 
or that maybe his favorite hat was ripped 
off his head and hidden from him that 

inside, he was hurting and even had 
thoughts that it would be better if he 
weren’t here. He did not plan to end his 
life, but he thought it would be better if he 
could just go to heaven. 
 This is a painful subject, but one that is 
so important and may not be far from any 
of us. God heard this young one’s sighs 
and his silent cries for help and blessed 
him with an older believing friend. 
Matters were discussed and a close 
friendship was formed. Within this 
friendship, the gospel could be preached. 
 As a new Sunday school and school 
year begins, many prayers can be said that 
our children learn and cherish our most 
important matter in life, our faith. May 
every child feel the love and security of 
fellow travelers. Sunday school is one 

opportunity to discuss this important 
topic. At home, by modeling kindness and 
teaching active kindness, adults can make 
the greatest impact.  

Father dear, to You we pray as our 
children leave today and return to school 
and study. You have given them this duty; 
be with them and bless them! 

Father dear, You hear our prayers,  
You know all our hopes and cares, all 
our dreams and expectations, all our 
fears and tribulations. Father, help  
our children! 

As they go to meet new friends, guide 
their hearts, their feet and hands; as they 
learn the skills of labor that they best 
might serve their neighbor, give Your 
truth and wisdom. 

Bless our home, with charity, tender 
hearts, humility. Make us calm and 
undemanding. Give us patience, under-
standing. Draw our family closer. 

Where we are, at home, away, be our trust 
and help each day; be our might and 
Great Defender; shield us by Your 
mercies tender, keep us now and ever. 

Keep our children all their days shel-
tered safe in Your embrace. Bless them, 
Father, in their learning; watch o’er 
them each night till morning. Give them 
guardian angels.

SHZ 447

FROM THE READER

There is so much going on 
in the world right now. It can 
be easy to feel anxious or 
unsettled. But the sunset the 
other night made me think 
of heaven and gave me so 
much peace. 

– Michelle Simonson

PHOTO: MICHELLE SIMONSON



PAGE 16  |  OCTOBER 2021 THE VOICE OF ZION

UNITED STATES

SERVICE SCHEDULES

290 Fairground, 
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-451-0500
www.dllchurch.org

Chairman: Briar Siljander 248-978-2982  |  bsiljander@gmail.com
Secretary: Julie Honkala  248-224-1399  |  juliehonkala@yahoo.com

Sunday service 11:00 am (1st Sunday: Communion) 
SEPT–MAY: Sunday school 9:45 am

Bible class 7:00 pm on 1st & 3rd Wednesday
Song services 7:00 pm on 1st Wednesday 

alternating with Bible class.
Youth Bible class 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesday

Day Circle 10:30 am on 1st Saturday

Outlook Laestadian Lutheran Church
400 McKenzie St N
Outlook, SK Canada S0L 2N0
Phone: 306-867-8950
Chairman: 306-867-7530
Secretary: 306-867-9632
secretary.OLLC@gmail.com
www.outlookllchurch.org

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May)..................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service (June–Aug) ................................. 10:00 am
Sunday service (Sept–May) .................................. 11:00 am
    1st Sunday: Communion service
Sunday evening service (1st & 3rd Sunday) .........6:30 pm
Bible class (Friday) ..................................................7:00 pm
Song services (1st Friday).......................................7:00 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday) ..................................6:30 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Laestadian Lutheran Church of the 
Roaring Fork Valley

1859 N 1st St  |  PO Box 681  |  Silt, CO 81652
Chairman: 970-618-7752  |  www.llcrfv.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday service (1st Sunday: Communion service) ................  10:30 am
2nd & 4th Sunday: Evening service............................................6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Youth Bible class, Day Circle, 

Home and Family, or song services.......................................7:00 pm

ILLINOIS

MICHIGAN

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Illinois 
Chairman: 847-543-4121  |  Secretary: 847-543-4121

Sunday school ............... 10:00 am Sunday service .............  10:00 am
Sunday service..............  10:45 am

Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Bible class last Sunday of month

FLORIDA

COLORADO

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Florida
Contact: Secretary – Russell Roiko 612-723-1422 or

 Treasurer – Vesa Paukkeri 954-294-6567

Service Schedule (English & Finnish)

Lethbridge Laestadian Lutheran Church
Chairman: Allen Pirness 403-894-0515  |  pirness@hotmail.com

Secretary: Kris Ylioja 403-308-6170  |  kylioja@hotmail.com

Sunday school ............................................................................ 10:00 am
Sunday service............................................................................ 11:00 am

1st Sunday: Communion service
3rd Sunday: Evening service ..................................................7:00 pm

Friday: Bible class.........................................................................7:30 pm
1st Friday: Song services

Sunday service............................................................................ 11:00 am

ALBERTA
CANADA

Dunblane Laestadian Lutheran Church
Box 160, Macrorie, SK
Canada S0L 2E0
Phone & fax: 306-243-4837
Chairman: 306-243-4407
Secretary: 306-243-4836

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service............................................................................ 11:00 am

1st Sunday: Communion service
1st Sunday: Evening service ...................................................7:00 pm

Bible class (2nd, 3rd & 4th Friday) ..............................................7:30 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ............................................................7:30 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday alt w/Outlook)............................7:00 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

SASKATCHEWAN

ONTARIO

ALASKA

ARIZONA

Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
32424 N 43rd St, Cave Creek, AZ 85331

pllchurch.org  |  information@pllchurch.org
Chairman: 602-396-6929  |  Secretary: 480-213-2201

Service Schedule
Phoenix Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................   9:45 am
Glendale Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................6:00 pm
Sunday service.......................................... 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm

1st Sunday: Communion at all services
Wednesday: Bible study..............................................................7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
Sunday service summer schedule .......................... 8:30 am & 11:00 am

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Prescott Valley
3120 Mountain View  |  PO Box 25517  |  Prescott Valley, AZ 86312

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday service (1st Sunday: Communion service) ................  10:30 am
Wednesday–Bible class (except July) .......................................  7:00 pm

Church: 928-775-5030
Chairman: 928-445-0407  |  Secretary: 928-533-3347

Pelkie Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
Church address: 15439 Pelkie Rd, Pelkie, MI 49958  |  906-353-7531

Mailing address: 22399 Broemer Rd, Chassel, MI 49916 
Chairman: Albert Hongisto 906-482-0878
Secretary: Roy Pikkarainen 906-482-2166

Pastor: James Frantti 906-483-0712

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday: Worship service ..........................................................  11:00 am

1st Sunday: Communion service
2nd Wednesday: Bible study .....................................................  6:30 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Flagstaff
Meeting place: Sturgeon Cromer Elementary School 

Sunday school 9:15 am | Sunday service 10:30 am

For visiting minister and communion service details, see online calendar.
Chairman: 612-741-7615 | Secretary: 602-885-3105

Ishpeming Laestadian Lutheran Church 
567 Washington St, Ishpeming, MI 49849  |  906-485-1791

Sunday school .................9:45 am Worship service.............. 11:00 am
Worship service .............11:00 am  7:00 pm
  6:30 pm

1st Sunday: Communion service  |  Last Sunday: No evening service

      Bible class .........................................7:00 pm

1st Wednesday: Song services or discussion

Saskatoon Laestadian
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Chairman: 306-343-1116  |  saskatoonllc.org

Sunday school (Sept–Apr) .........................................................12:30 pm
Sunday service (1st Sunday: Communion) (Sept–Apr).............1:30 pm
Sunday service (1st Sunday: Communion) (May–Aug)...........12:30 pm
Bible class / Song services – Friday (Sept–Apr) ........................7:00 pm

Toronto Laestadian 
Lutheran Congregation
5579 Hwy 27, Cookstown, ON
Mailing address: PO Box 1035 
Cookstown, ON, Canada L0L 1L0

Sunday school (Labour Day–Mother’s Day).............................12:00 pm
Sunday service (Labour Day–end of June) ................................1:00 pm
Sunday service (July–Labour Day) ..............................................6:00 pm 

1st Sunday: Communion service
Day Circle, Children’s Bible class, and song services

Friday (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) ........................................7:00 pm

Chairman: 416-688-5254 | Secretary: 905-936-6359
Church: 705-458-9568 (during services)

At homes
Contact above

Sunday–2:00 pm
St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
928 South E St, Lake Worth

REMEMBER: 
Service Men and Women in Prayer and with Mail

Service personnel, or their families may submit the 
names and addresses of active duty members of the 

armed services to appear in this space. Consider a gift 
subscription to the Voice of Zion or recorded sermons 

for your loved one who is in the service.

Note: Mail to all service personnel uses 
regular U.S. postage rates.

Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Ln, Wasilla, AK 99654  |  Chairman: 907-315-1197

Sunday school (during school year) .........................................10:00 am
Sunday service............................................................................11:00 am
Bible class – Wednesday.............................................................7:30 pm

1st Wednesday: Song services...............................................7:30 pm

Mark & Angela Hoikka
6819 Dorothy Louise Dr 
San Antonio, TX 78229-4905
Mark 623-332-7113 
mhoikka@hotmail.com
Angela 623-337-0258
angela.hoikka@gmail.com

LCPL Huhta, Blake
PO Box 91561
Yuma, AZ 85369-1561
218-539-9941

L CPL Ryan Kako 
PO Box 8482 
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547

Eric & Rosella Randall 
2914 Gamewell Cir., 
Eastover, NC 28312

CPL Randall, John
Wpns Co. 1st Bn. 4th Mar 1st 
MARDIV
Camp Pendleton, CA 92055

MIDN 2/c Nels Waaraniemi
PO Box 15141
Annapolis, MD 21412
njwaaraniemi@gmail.com
763-607-6973

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Glendale
Chairman: 623-556-6911  |  Secretary: 623-810-2911 

LLC of Glendale is holding services jointly with 
Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church until further notice. 

See the current service schedule at pllchurch.org

Please check the website for any location changes. 
Website: http://www.llcofglendale.org  |  Email: info@llcofglendale.org

Welcome to Menahga 
All Saints’ Day Services! 

The Laestadian Lutheran Church of Menahga 
extends a welcome to our All Saints’ Day Services 

to be held October 29–31, 2021. 

The motto for these services is 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2:7). 

The guest ministers are Sam Roiko, of Otsego, Minn., 
and John Stewart, of Snohomish, Wash.

Friday, October 29 
7:00 p.m. Service 

Saturday, October 30 
3:30 p.m. Service 

   Supper 
6:00 p.m. Presentation 

Sunday, October 31 
10:30 a.m. Communion service 

   Lunch 

Hear the Little 
Songbird Sing 
Our latest children’s 
board book is available 
for purchase! Look for 
it at your local church 
bookstore or in our 
online store www.
llchurch.org/store 

The little birds 
around us sing 
joyfully, free from 
sorrow and worry. Just as God 
cares for them, He cares for us too. May these 
thoughts along with this board book’s delightful 
illustrations bring you joy and comfort as you 
snuggle together with a loved one to sing “Hear 
the Little Songbird Sing.” 

Hear the Little Songbird Sing © LLC 2021 
Editor Ruth DeLacey 

Illustrator Karen Fredrickson 
$9.00 + tax 
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212 West 3rd Street, Monticello, MN 55362
Mailing Address: PO Box 1607, Monticello, MN 55362

LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Chairman:
Jim Frantti
home: 906-483-0712
jfrantti@llchurch.org

Executive Director:
Eric Jurmu
cell: 763-402-3695
ejurmu@llchurch.org

Visit the LLC website at: www.llchurch.org

  Site includes: 
 - Live sermons 
 - News and notes
 - Publications information 
 - Online store
 - Articles and presentations
 - Camp activities enrollment

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Voice of Zion & Christmas in Zion:  
North America Print Edition, $54/year 
International Print Edition, $80/year

Shepherd’s Voice: North America Print Edition, $31/year
International Print Edition, $50/year
The current issue of the Voice of Zion and Shepherd’s Voice may 
be purchased as a PDF download under eBooks for $5.00/each.
To order and renew subscriptions, go to the “Subscriptions” tab 
on the LLC’s online store, www.llchurch.org.
Address Changes: Go to www.llchurch.org. Under Publications 
tab complete “Change of Address” form. Also update your 
address in your online store account to ensure continued delivery. 
Note to U.S. residents: Subscriptions are sent bulk mail and are not 
forwarded. Submit change of address information as soon as possible.
For subscription assistance, contact Ruth DeLacey at rdelacey@
llchurch.org or 763-479-2422.

Editors: Matthew Keranen, mkeranen@llchurch.org  
               Sandra Pylvainen, spylvainen@llchurch.org
Layout: Annette Johnson, ajohnson@llchurch.org

LOCAL PUBLICATIONS DIRECTORS
Wendy Agbowada, Rockford, MN . . . . .wlhendrickson@gmail.com
Heidi Aho, East Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . nathanheidi.aho@gmail.com
Deanna Byman, Longview, WA  . . . . . . . . . . bymandm@gmail.com
Vanessa Byman, Williston, ND . . . . . . . . vaness1515@hotmail.com
Connie Erickson, Spokane, WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ctericks@aol.com
Peggy Glynn, Menahga, MN  . . . . . . . . . . . . peggyglynn@msn.com
Gina Haapala, Elk River, MN . . . . . . . . . . . ginahaapala@yahoo.com
Christina Jacobson, Ishpeming, MI . . . tinananny2011@gmail.com
Keilah Johnson, Prescott, AZ . . . . . . . . . keilahroxanne@gmail.com
Lori Johnson, Gillette, WY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lorik01@hotmail.com
Taryn Johnson, Flathead Valley, MT . . . . . .tarynmattila@gmail.com
Shelby Jurmu, Monticello, MN . . . . . . . . . . . shelbyj229@gmail.com
Keith Kariniemi, Cokato, MN . . . . . . . . . keithkariniemi@gmail.com
Mia Kesti, Glendale, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mhkesti@gmail.com
Andrea Lahti, Roaring Fork Valley, CO . . . . . . .lahtial14@gmail.com
Brittany Laulainen, Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . rblaulainen@mtaonline.net
Brooke Loukusa, Seattle, WA . . . . . . . . . . . loukusa.be@gmail.com
Andrea Mattila, Minneapolis, MN ............... ahmattila@hotmail.com
Eija Mikkola, Toronto, ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vmikkol@gmail.com
Kendra Parks, Saskatoon, SK  . . . . . . . . kendra.e.parks@gmail.com
Pam Redman, Brainerd, MN . . . . . . . . . . . . .predmom@yahoo.com
Russ Roiko, Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .raroiko@reagan.com
Martha Rousu, Phoenix, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . .merousu@hotmail.com
Tiina Savolainen, Lethbridge, AB . . . . . . . . tiinasisko@hotmail.com
Patricia Kurtti, Detroit, MI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pkurtti@mjdul.com
Karin Simonson, Dunblane, SK . . . . . . . . . . . . kls514@mail.usask.ca
Leah Simonson, Outlook, SK  . . . . . . . . . leahsimonson@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES  
Small Ad (3" x 2" or less): $15.00/month
Large Ad (3" x 2" or more): $25.00/month
Note: minimum 15 euro charge for advertising invoices sent to Europe.
Announcements:
Birth, engagement, wedding and card of thanks: $17.00
Death: $35.00
Submit information on the forms at www.llchurch.org > About > 
LLC Organization > Publications > Voice of Zion Announcements. 
Contact Annette Johnson at ajohnson@llchurch.org with inquiries.
Submit death announcements and inquiries to Ruth DeLacey at 
rdelacey@llchurch.org

Ads must be submitted by the 1st of the month preceding the  
month of publication. 

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis Laestadian  
Lutheran Church 
13030 47th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55442 
763-553-1601  |  www.mllchurch.org 
general@mllchurch.org

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday service ...........................................................................  10:30 am
Sunday evening service ...............................................................6:30 pm
 1st Sunday: Communion service (10:30 am & 6:30 pm) 
Wednesday evening ....................................................................7:00 pm
 Bible class, song services, or home services (Sept–May) 
 Service (June–Aug)

All Sunday morning sermons and special services are webcast  
live from our website: www.mllchurch.org

Brainerd Laestadian 
Lutheran Church  
& Manor
1501 S 8th St, Brainerd, MN 
218-829-5745

Chairman: 218-828-0536  |  Secretary: 218-829-8055

Welcome to our services!
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
 1st Sunday: Communion service
Wednesday evenings: Online devotion service .......................7:00 pm
Sunday school (held in homes during school year)

Wolf Lake Laestadian Lutheran Church
16497 Co Hwy 38, Wolf Lake, MN 56593

218-538-6708  |  www.wlllchurch.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday worship (Sept–May) ...................................................... 11:00 am
Sunday worship (June–Aug) ..................................................... 10:00 am
 1st Sunday: Communion service
Friday: Bible class (Sept–May) ....................................................7:00 pm

Cokato Laestadian  
Lutheran Church

16144–20th St SW, Cokato, MN 55321 
320-286-2413

Sunday school (during school year) ..........................................  9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................  10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Service ..................................................................  10:30 am
 Discussion ...............................................................................  7:00 pm
3rd & 4th Sundays: Service .......................................................  10:30 am
 Evening service .......................................................................  7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ..................................................  7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday: Bible class ....................................  7:00 pm

Chairman: 612-490-4103  |  Secretary: 763-237-4663

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Elk River
8595 201st Ave NW, Nowthen, MN 55330

Mailing Address: 551 Marcia Dr, Big Lake, MN  55309
Chairman: Adrian Pirness 763-360-0820 
Secretary: Becky Randall 763-274-1454

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday evening service* .............................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday activity* ....................................................................7:00 pm

*No evening service on the 5th Sunday;  
**The 1st Wednesday of the month is either 

home services or song services.

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Menahga
25 Juniper Ave NW, Menahga, MN 56464
218-564-4064  |  www.llcmenahga.org
Chairman: 218-538-6583  |  Pastor: 218-564-4702

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am 
 1st Sunday: Communion service (10:30 am & 6:00 pm) 
Wednesday Bible class, song services, or home services .......7:00 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Monticello
1860 County Rd 39 NE, Monticello, MN 55362
Chairman: 612-616-2252 
Secretary: 612-298-5095
www.llcmonticello.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Service (1st Sunday: Communion service) ............................... 10:30 am
2nd and 4th Sunday: Evening service ........................................6:30 pm
Wednesday–Bible Class (except 1st Wednesday) ....................7:00 pm
1st Wednesday:Song services* ...................................................7:00 pm

*Home & Family Discussion Evening–Oct, Dec, Feb, and April

Rockford Laestadian 
Lutheran Church
741 Ibarra Ave NE, Buffalo, MN 55313
763-497-8211

Sunday morning service .......................................... 9:00 am & 10:30 am
 1st Sunday: Communion service
Sunday school (Sept–May) ........................................................ 10:15 am
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sunday: Evening service ................................6:30 pm
 1st Sunday: Finnish sermon
4th Sunday evening youth discussion ........................................6:30 pm
Wednesday evening: Bible class ................................................7:00 pm
 1st Wednesday: Song services* .............................................7:00 pm
 *Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr 

Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari  |  763-291-5818  |  jhaapsaari@rllchurch.org
Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 763-710-0266 
Secretary: Jeff Hanson 763-568-2645

MONTANA

WASHINGTON

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Williston
Meeting place: Zahl Community Center,  
3rd Street (west end of), Zahl, ND 58856

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
 1st Sunday: Visiting minister & Communion service

Chairman: 602-908-9982  |  Secretary: 928-499-9098

NORTH DAKOTA

Longview Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
PO Box 2795  |  Longview, WA 98632-9635  |  360-425-7410

Service Schedule
Sunday school (Sept–May)
 1st–4th Sundays ....................................................................... 9:15 am
 5th Sunday ...............................................................................5:15 pm
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
 Youth discussion ......................................................................6:30 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Service .............................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
5th Sunday: Evening service .......................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Song services or service ....................7:00 pm

Website: llc-longview.org (Sunday 10:30 am service webcast)

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Spokane
Address: 35213 N Dalton Rd  |  Church: 509-276-7635

Mailing: PO Box 1896, Deer Park, WA 99006  |  www.llc-spokane.org
Chairman: 509-280-9696  |  Secretary: 509-276-7509

Sunday school (Sept–May): ......................................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................. 10:30 am
 Service ......................................................................................1:00 pm
2nd Sunday: Service .................................................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
3rd, 4th Sunday: Service ............................................................ 10:30 am
1st Wednesday: Song service .....................................................7:00 pm
2nd, 4th Wednesday: Bible class ................................................7:00 pm

Seattle Laestadian  
Lutheran Church
22420 - 102nd Ave SE 
Woodinville, WA 98072  
www.seallc.org

Mailing address: PO Box 981, Monroe, WA 98272-4907

Sunday school (during school year) ........................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
2nd Sunday: Service .................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
3rd Sunday: Service  ..................................................................  10:30 am
4th Sunday: Service  ..................................................................  10:30 am
 Youth discussion  ....................................................................  7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Service ..................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible class  .............................................................  7:00 pm

Church: 360-668-7116  |  Chairman: 360-668-6382

Flathead Valley Laestadian Lutheran Church
Meeting Place: East Side Grange - 27 Creston Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901 

Chairman: 406-309-4388  |  Secretary: 406-314-2871

Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Service ................................................7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Wednesday: Bible class .........................................7:00 pm
5th Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
3rd Friday: Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr .....................7:00 pm

For visiting minister and communion service details,  
see online calendar at fvllchurch.org

SERVICE SCHEDULES
Voice of Zion and Päivämies 

Christmas Greetings 
Would you like to include your personal  

Christmas greeting in the December issue  
of the Voice of Zion and/or Päivämies? 

Submit your greeting on the LLC website.  
Go to www.llchurch.org and complete the  

“LLC Christmas Greetings” form,  
which is under the “Donate” tab.  

Greetings may be submitted for $5.00 each  
for Voice of Zion and Päivämies, or $10.00 for both. 

The deadline for submitting greetings is Oct. 25, 2021. 
Contact Maria Fredrickson (mfredrickson@llchurch.org) 

with any questions. Congregation contacts will also 
collect Christmas greetings, as has been done in the past.
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Janna Ylioja: 

is how the lessons we teach at 

the Holy Spirit. This was my 
second year teaching, and as I was 
assigned the same lessons to teach, 
I used much of the same material 
as I had used previously. Because I 
knew the material so well, I 
worried that it would be too much 
of my own words and message. 
   When it came time to deliver the 
lessons, however, different ideas 
and understandings occurred to me 
as we discussed, and the other staff 
and students also brought new 
insights and comments to share. 

Words that I hadn’t noticed in scripture portions the previous year sud-

them. It was a powerful message to me that God gives words according to 
the needs of the listeners. 

blessing to attend, and many 
beautiful memories were made over 
the course of the week. The world 
around us is constantly changing, 
and it’s easy to fall into sin. The 
lessons we heard refreshed, 
especially now as the world moves 
farther from God’s Word. 

Teal Ylioja: 
My favourite times at camp were 
swimming and playing games with 
everyone at camp. The lessons were 
pretty fun, including some good 
laughs. Sleeping at camp was fun 
because we would talk and eat 
candy before we fell asleep. 

Natasha Johnson, 
Nicole Simonson  
and Chloe Ylioja: 

three of us was the lesson “Heaven, 
our Goal.” 
   At the beginning of this lesson, one 
of our teachers led an activity. She 
asked us to lay down and close our 
eyes as she played hymns softly in the 
background. She listed off a few 
things for us to imagine such as how 
heaven looks and feels, and who might 
wait there for us. Doing this activity 
reminded us of our end goal and 
strengthened our hearts to continue 
our journey toward heaven.

Gene Ylioja: 
While I listen to lessons at Prairie 

deeply appreciate how the lessons 
connect to the theme of the day. I am 
also thankful for the teaching gifts 
in God’s kingdom. I taught Sunday 
School for many years but every day 

have already learned from my 
childhood. Indeed, we can always 
learn about matters of faith no 
matter our age. It has been uplifting 

-
tion camp. God’s kingdom has a 
bright future.  

CAMP MATTERS

Compiled by Janna Ylioja 

We soon shall see the Son! 
To heaven now press on. 
Soon God shall wipe  
our tears away. 
We walk to heaven  
all the way. 

SHZ 585:6 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANNA YLIOJA

Chloe Ylioja, Nicole Simonson, Natasha Johnson, Terah Simonson and Cree 
Janna Ylioja teaches a lesson  

 

Janna Ylioja and niece Amelia Ylioja Chloe Ylioja, Natasha Johnson and 
Nicole Simonson

Gene Ylioja leads a cheer during the 
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Welcome to
A Scandinavian Christmas

Bazaar & Bakery
Friday, December 3rd . . . 4-9pm

Saturday, December 4th . . . 9am-12pm

    Cokato Laestadian Lutheran Church
    16144 20th Street SW
    Cokato, MN 55321

    www.cllchurch.org

Living with Health Trials 
in These Times 
Janelle Huhta 

AGAIN, I ENTER THE MRI TUNNEL for another 
brain, neck and upper back scan, my eyelids close in 
weariness and prayers for acceptance. I have lost track 
of the number of scans in sixteen years. Willing my 
body and mind to relax, half drowsy thoughts tumble 
loosely over the machine noise. The smell of antiseptic 
soap lingers in the air, evoking the hospital beds of my 
child birthing, and the joy of arrival that followed 

of life and death, has blessed me and my dear spouse 
with beautiful children, on earth and in heaven, despite 

ninety-three long minutes. 
 Certainly, God knows the breadth, length and 
contours of our days. In recent times, I have considered 
how He can reveal or obscure knowledge, even in 
medical and health decisions. We can eat healthier 

surgery, or use homeopathic remedies. These decisions 
can be personal and perplexing. Will the outcome of 
this intervention be better than that one? Will life be 

the condition worse? 
 Again, my thoughts enter the tunnel of pandemic 
bewilderment. How many thoughts, discussions, 
arguments have I endlessly turned over, like the magnet 
that keeps racing around my brain today. From the 

prudent to take precautions for my health and that of 

And I have found myself so determined and impatient 
to have the right answers that I have offended others. 
 This summer, I sat by the river and watched the 
evening sun glitter on the tips of water rippling over the 
rocks on their relentless course downstream. Each 

in time – even the winter will not keep them in place 

into the stream of time. My children jump into my 

in their nets. Admittedly, I am anxious about their 
return to school this fall, and besides, we can’t sit idly 

by the river much longer. Will this virus keep mutating? 
Will my children suffer from sickness? Will they bring 
sickness home? Will there be anger and contention over 
the right virus response? Will these policy battles infect 

have a different set of worries, while I pray our children 
receive the love and attention they need to learn in this 
imperfect world. 
 Like many fellow citizens, believers have found 

personal liberties, government mandates and informa-
tion sources. The contagious respiratory virus continues 
to morph its way around the world, eluding the control 
of humans. Yet, it is just and right to treat and care for 
the sick and suffering. To support those who are 
standing long hours at sickbeds. To understand the why 
and how – sometimes an arduous process. To do what 
we can, to the best of our knowledge, to prevent further 
disease spread and suffering. Through parables, 
especially that of the Good Samaritan, Jesus taught 
about love and empathy for others, in temporal health 
and in spiritual health. 
 The technician tells me there is one more set to 
complete – seventeen more minutes. The length of an 
evening devotion. I’m not sure where that thought came 
from, but gratitude stirs as I remember that we have the 
national treasure of religious freedom during this time 
of pandemic. The Word of God has continued be 
preached in marvelous ways through digital streaming. 
How often I felt comfort while listening at home during 
periods of isolation! 
 We do not know what tomorrow brings and sometimes 
it is better to pray than predict. Can we set aside our fears 
of uncertainty, so varied and numerous, and trust that 
God is eternally the Creator of life and death? He has the 
power to create life. He has the power to conclude life. It 
is with this certainty that we can travel together, the 
healthy and the sick ones, the young and the old, the 
patient and the impatient. Supporting one another in 
trials, uplifting with the message of the gospel, and 

believing when my days are complete!  

Staff and students gather for a candlelight discussion 

ALONG LIFE'S WAY

UPCOMING LLC 
MISSION TRIPS

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the LLC has 

suspended foreign mission 
trips. We continue to monitor 
the situation and will reinstate 
these activities as it becomes 

possible. We remember in 
prayer our brothers and sisters 
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ALONG LIFE'S WAY

Where God Leads Me 
Mackenzie Karvonen 

GOD HAS BLESSED ME with an adventurous spirit. I have experienced living in 

home, with many relatives and friends that remember my family. I went there for 

 My family moved to Minnesota when I was still young, and a part of my heart will 
always remain there with friends, family and precious memories. I wonder if the move 
from Seattle to Minnesota inspired my love of adventure. I wasn’t yet too attached to 
Seattle to be heartbroken when we moved, but even at six years of age I loved the 
mountains and I knew I would be back often! 
 I adored my family and the Midwest, and meanwhile I dreamed of moving out west. 
When I was sixteen, I visited Kalispell, Mont., and I began to pray that I would live 

from my family. I grew to love the small congregation, as many others have too, where 
everybody knows everybody. I grew to love the many outdoor opportunities to share 
with many young believing friends. 
 God blessed my few years there with lasting friendships and cherished memories. 
Eventually my spirit of adventure led me away from my Montana home. It was time to 
go, but not without leaving another part of my heart there. 
 From Montana, I moved to Phoenix, Ariz. My friends and I joked that we’re 
snowbirds, like the older generations that outnumbered the youth at the time. The 
desert terrain fascinated me, and we took full advantage of exploring Arizona and 
surrounding states. 
 It was an adjustment to be away from Montana, but I had a few friends with me, and 
the welcoming love of the Phoenix congregation brought us joy. I am thankful for the 
time I lived there. It seemed we had more time to attend services and discussions with 
less temptation to do other things instead. 
 From Arizona I moved to Williston, N.Dak., where my family lived. I wanted to 
make a connection with my nieces and nephews before they were all grown up. 
Family is important to me, even during my single years of exploring and paving 
paths for the future. 

 This year I spent six months, January to June, in Alaska. I remember my time there 
with fondness. It touched me deeply how everyone welcomed me. I hope to return there 
soon to visit. 
 Now I am back in North Dakota. I felt a yearning to be back with loved ones and to 
help my sister’s family following the birth of their twins. I have felt so much love after 
returning! The care of the congregation and support of family is such a blessing. 
 Sometimes the path God guides us along can feel strange, but along this path I have 
met many people in God’s kingdom – friends that will remain in my heart forever. God 
grants us escorts along our path. Even in this way, He shows us that He watches and 
takes care of us. He never forsakes His children. 
 I am so fortunate to know people in so many places! I think of the families whose 
children I have babysat, sauna visits and haps gatherings…everything I’ve experi-
enced in these congregations. It feels I have left a part of my heart wherever I’ve 
been. Above all hearts and souls have been nurtured as we endeavor onward toward 
heaven together.  

PHOTOS: MACKENZIE KARVONEN




