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Let your hearts be light and joyful,
for your sins are washed away
in the name and blood of Jesus,
buried in the sea of grace.
SHZ 450:2

Joy
Read about joy on pages 6–8 and 10–13.
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News and Notes from LLC
Eric Jurmu

Updates on LLC Activities

IN MAY, LET US PAUSE to remember the special
occasion of Mother’s Day. It is the one day of the
year which is set aside in honor of mothers. Too
often, a mother’s work is overlooked and forgotten.
0D\*RGULFKO\UHSD\IRUWKHXQVHOÀVKFDUHWKDW
you provide for your families. We wish God’s
abundant and continued blessings! May He protect
and keep you always as His own.

• God granted His abundant blessings for the LLC
0LQLVWHUV&DPSZKLFKZDVKHOGDW6/&$SULO²
There, we experienced concretely the unity of faith and
mutual love which joins God’s children together. In
addition to many hours of open discussion the following
presentations were kept over the weekend.
² :KDWLVIDLWK"²DWUDQVODWLRQRI$UL3HONRQHQ·V
presentation to the 2021 SRK ministers meeting

Give abundant gifts, dear Father,
to our mother on the way.
Guide her on the way to heaven
unto rest with Thee one day.
(SHZ 425:1,4)
May also marks the beginning of graduations.
Congratulations, 2021 graduates! It is a milestone
you will always remember. May God grant life’s
blessings for each of you.

• 7KH//&$QQXDO0HHWLQJZLOODOVRRULJLQDWHIURPWKH
//&RIÀFHDQGEHDQRQOLQHHYHQW0HHWLQJDQGYRWLQJ
details will be communicated to LLC congregations in
early June.

² &XUUHQW:RUNDQG&RQGLWLRQVLQ1RUWK$PHULFD
– Jim Frantti

• 7KHQHZ//&RIÀFHSURMHFWLVQHDULQJFRPSOHWLRQZLWK
SODQVWRPRYHIURPWKHFXUUHQWRIÀFHORFDWLRQE\WKH
end of May. For all of you who have generously
supported the effort, may God richly repay your work
and labor of love.

These opportunities give younger and older ministers
needed time to gather together to discuss the mutual
work of serving and to be refreshed and encouraged in
their walk of faith.

• Travel for foreign mission trips remains on hold and
will commence only when deemed safe to do so. In the
meantime, online and recorded sermons are kept
regularly for those gathered in faraway lands.

• 7KHÀQDODJHQGDDQGPHHWLQJGHWDLOVKDYHEHHQVHQWWR
LLC congregation boards, delegates and ministers for the
LLC-wide meeting to be held in Monticello, May 7–8.

• ,QSUHSDUDWLRQIRUWKHFDPSVHDVRQD&29,'
preparedness plan will be in required at all LLC owned
camp facilities. The plans will vary and will be tailored
to local and state guidelines. It will require patience on
everyone’s part to assure regulations are followed,
which in turn will allow a full camp season for the
EHQHÀWRIDOO²HVSHFLDOO\RXU\RXQJ)

– The Word of God is Quick and Powerful
– Jon Bloomquist

Thank you, mother dear, so precious
for the love which you have shown.
We thy children are so grateful
for this love that we have known.

heaven” can gather again in-person. How wonderful
that will be!

• $IWHUFRQVLGHULQJPDQ\RSWLRQVLWZDVGHFLGHGWRNHHS
LLC Summer Services as an online only event again
this year. We all wait for the day when the “birds of
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Like a Stream

Nina Vanska

Nina Vanska is a Finnish
Canadian mother of ten who
lives in the hills of Mono,
Ontario. She loves her job as
a teacher, but also loves
gardening, bow hunting and
everything creative.
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IS TIME SOMETHING we have control over? We often think
we do. It is valuable; therefore, we have our calendars and
reminders, timers and stopwatches. Time moves on, like a
stream, fast forward, it seems. We are on a journey through the
time that has been given to each of us whether long, short,
rough or smooth. However, we are not holding the controls,
even if we would wish to. Here in what may be called mid-life,
I recall that once there was a time when I really thought the
‘pause’ button had jammed.
 ,OD\LQDKRVSLWDOEHGZKHQH[SHFWLQJRXUÀUVWFKLOGIRU
weeks. Weeks. I just lay there staring at the ceiling for what
seemed like an everlasting present moment. The clock ticked
RQWKHZDOOEXWLWKDGQRVLJQLÀFDQFH7KHFHLOLQJKDGOLWWOH
holes in the white panels, lots of holes. I got lost like a child
trying to count them as a way to pass time. Eventually it
became just as hopeless as trying to count the stars in the sky. I
ÀJXUHGWKDW$EUDKDPZDVDWOHDVWHQFRXUDJHGE\WKHLQQXPHUable stars; those holes had nothing to offer me, not a promise,
not even an escape. The highlights of those days in bed were
few, and really, I only looked forward to one: the next time my
husband would come by. (I promised myself I would visit
lonely people in the hospital after I got out. I haven’t done too
well.) I looked out the window; it was confusing to see other
people going on with their lives. I felt like they should stop. But
I had no remote control. I could only watch and wait.
Since then, I have observed how the stream of life keeps
moving. The moments of trial always pass, like rocks scraping
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the bottom of a canoe, and the swift waters carry us forward.
There are again moments of childlike screams of joy, and again
smoother waters, those mellow moments. In the joyous moments
we would like time to stop, ride those waves over again. Life
moves on. We may yearn for something behind the approaching
bend, times of festive moments. Perhaps it is a milestone in life,
perhaps a special occasion. Today, more than anything, I would
like to see the preparations of summer services, the singing with
brothers and sisters in faith, talking about the way and the
journey, listening to God’s Word, feeling the sun in my face.
However, we cannot speed up time. We are left to live in the
PRPHQWRIWHQIRUJHWWLQJWRVHHWKHELUGVÁXWWHULQJDERXWLQWKHLU
daily duties, the sun between the trees, the silence.
We have no fast forward, we have no replay (from the
FDVVHWWHHUD,ÀQGP\VHOIVXJJHVWLQJ¶UHZLQG· ZHKDYHQR
stop, nor even pause. But now, during the pandemic, I feel that
God who has the controls, has hit ‘pause’ for many of us. Some
may feel the pause is getting old and would like to be done with
this. However, it is good to stop and consider what life really is
about. Instead of paddling a canoe in rapids in the rush of time,
we can now just enjoy the little ripples, maybe even lift the
paddle and look around. Nature speaks to us in its calm rhythm
of seasons. We are a part of this creation – can we not be a part
of the calmness of it?
Pause to look around. In your mind, ‘record.’ There are loved
ones, friends, perhaps even a lonesome soul, looking for a bit of
our valuable time. )
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Ben Waaraniemi of Monticello, Minn., serves at an online service for God’s children in Ecuador.

Joy Stems from God’s Blessings
Randy Herrala
WHAT IS JOY? How can we describe it? What brings joy, and
what steals it away? Is it possible to experience joy even amidst
heavy trials and temptations?
Joy is a feeling of great happiness and delight. It brings
peace, contentment…and thankfulness. Feelings of joy especially come forth when one has personally felt God’s blessings
and His guidance and protection. In the life of a child of God,
joy is abundant.

Joy Is Experienced Both Temporally and Spiritually
,QDOOSKDVHVRIOLIHDFKLOGRI*RGKDVJUHDWUHDVRQIRUMR\$
little child experiences joy when he or she is fed, dry and
well-rested. Children feel joy when in obedience their chores
KDYHEHHQFRPSOHWHGDQGWKH\KDYHSOHDVHGWKHLUSDUHQWV$Q
adult feels joy when a challenging task has been successfully
FRPSOHWHG$PDUULHGSHUVRQIHHOVMR\XSRQVHHLQJDVPLOHRI
ORYLQJDSSUHFLDWLRQIURPWKHLUEHORYHGVSRXVH$IDPLO\IHHOV
joy when they receive a new child, a gift from God, into their
KRPH$FKLOGOHVVRQHNQRZVMR\ZKHQWKHDUPVRIDEHORYHG
JRGFKLOGQLHFHRUQHSKHZUHDFKRXWLQJUHHWLQJ$QHOGHU
experiences joy when remembered in times of loneliness.
Children of God are joyful when we are able to gather in
fellowship and hear the Word of God!
Scriptures speak of joy in many places. Joy is listed, for
example, as the second fruit of the Spirit, next to love (Gal. 5:22),
and the kingdom of God is described as righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. 14:17). We also see many teachings
and examples in the life of Jesus.
Once Jesus was asked by a rich, young man, “Good Master,
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” The young man,
who felt that he had kept the commandments, could not accept
Jesus’ answer to sell his great possessions and follow Jesus. When
Peter commented, “Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.”
Jesus replied, “Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions;
DQGLQWKHZRUOGWRFRPHHWHUQDOOLIHµ$FKLOGRI*RGKDVJUHDW
reason for joy – the blessings of God’s kingdom already in this
time, and the promise of eternal life (Mark 10:17–30).

in heart, the peacemakers, and then said, “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:12).
On another occasion, Jesus appointed the “other seventy” and
sent them forth two and two. Jesus instructed them to bring a
message of peace, to heal the sick, and to preach, “the kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you.” We are told, “The seventy returned
again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us
through thy name.” Jesus answered, “Rejoice not, that the spirits
are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven” (Luke 10:1–20).
Shortly before His death and resurrection, Jesus spoke to His
disciples and told them in a little while they would not see Him, but
in a little while they would see Him again. Jesus said, “Ye shall be
sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy” (John 16:20).
$IWHUZLWQHVVLQJWKHDJRQ\RI-HVXV·FUXFLÀ[LRQWKHÀUVWYLVLWRUVWR
Jesus’ grave received the wonderful news, “He is not here, but is
risen” (Luke 24:6). Then the risen Jesus appeared to His disciples,
telling them, “Peace be unto you.” We are told, “Then were the
GLVFLSOHVJODGZKHQWKH\VDZWKH/RUGµ -RKQ² 

Free from Sin
On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.
He told them He’d given them an example and instructed them to
wash one another’s feet just as He had done to them. Jesus
continued, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”
(John 13:12–27). The washing of each other’s feet pictures the
proclamation of the gospel of forgiveness of sins, preached
through the power of the Holy Spirit in God’s kingdom.
One who has personally believed the preaching of forgiveness is
ÀOOHGZLWKMR\1RWLFHKRZHYHUWKDW-HVXVVDLGWKHRQHZKR
preaches forgiveness is also happy. It brings great joy to preach the
forgiveness of sins to a penitent one longing to hear the gospel!
King David had experienced the sorrow of sin, but he also
experienced God’s grace and mercy. Sin takes away joy, but
owning God’s grace and forgiveness brings joy. David’s feelings of
joy when his sins were forgiven shine forth in Psalm 32, “Blessed
is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered…Be
glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye
that are upright in heart” (Psalm 32:1,11).
There is abundant reason for joy in the life of a believer. Even
amidst heavy trials, a child of God can joyfully experience the
blessings of God’s kingdom: the forgiveness of sins and the hope
of heaven. Expressing joy begets joy! Uplifted hearts can join in
song to express thankfulness and joy:

The Greatest Reason for Joy
Jesus began His Sermon on the Mount speaking about the
blessings to the poor in spirit, they that mourn, the meek, they
which hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the pure

Now my burden of sin is forgiven and my debt has been paid for
me. Oh, I thank Thee, dear Jesus, I thank Thee! Oh, I thank Thee
eternally! (SHZ 348:1) )
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YOUTH:
Where Can Joy
Be Found?

2021 LLC LECTIONARY
May 16, 2021
6th Sunday after Easter
Awaiting the Holy Spirit
Ps. 27:1–3,7–9; Zech. 14:7–9;
Eph. 1:16–23; John 17:18–23
THE PENTECOST PERIOD –
THE TIME OF PENTECOST
May 22, 2021
Preparation for Pentecost
Come, Holy Spirit
[Pentecost Eve]
Ps. 34:1–3,8–10; Ps. 107:1,2,21,22;
Isa. 59:20,21; Acts 19:1–6;
John 14:8–17
May 23, 2021
Pentecost
The shedding of the Holy Spirit
Ps. 68:4–10; Joel 2:28–32;
Acts 2:1–13; John 3:16–21
THE WEEK AFTER PENTECOST
May 24–29, 2021
Gen. 11:1–9; Num. 11:11,12,14–17,
24,25; Acts 2:36–41; Acts 10:44–48;
Cor. 12:1–11; 1 Cor. 12:12,13,20–31;
John 6:44–47; John 16:12–15
THE PENTECOST PERIOD –
THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST
May 30, 2021
Trinity Sunday
The hidden God
Ps. 95:1,2,6,7; Num. 6:22–27;
Isa. 66:1,2; Eph. 1:3–6(7–10),11–14;
Matt. 28:16–20
June 6, 2021
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Perishable and
imperishable treasure
Ps. 49:5–9,15–20; Prov. 30:7–9;
1 Tim. 6:6–12; Matt. 16:24–27
June 13, 2021
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
The call into the kingdom of God
Ps. 18:16–19,25–28; Ezek. 33:30–33;
Heb. 12:1–6; Luke 9:57–62
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Domestic Mission Work Belongs
to All Believers
Anita Marjanen
FOLLOWING THE EARLY 1970s KHUHV\LQ$PHULFDQ&KULVWLDQLW\P\KRPHFRQJUHJDWLRQLQQRUWKHUQ
0LQQHVRWDZDVEXWDVPDOOÁRFNRIEHOLHYHUVDQGZKHQWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQGLPLQLVKHGLQVL]HVHUYLFHVZHUH
moved into the homes.
 $VDIDPLO\WKH.XRSSDOD·VYLVLWHGPXFKODUJHUFRQJUHJDWLRQVDQGZHUHIHGQRWRQO\ZLWK*RG·V:RUGEXW
with the fellowship of travel friends. Yet, the moments that remain so dear to my heart are those when we were
served by others. Services were held either in our home or those of other believers in our area. Visiting
speakers, sometimes with other travel companions and other times with their own families, shared many
GLQQHUVDWRXUWDEOH$VDQDGXOW,KDYHDEHWWHUDSSUHFLDWLRQIRUWKHVHUYLFHRIORYHWKDWP\SDUHQWVSHUIRUPHG
when they hosted. I also can better understand what that mission work brought to them. In their small but busy
outpost, they were blessed with new friendships and the comfort of the gospel.
 $VDFKLOGDQGWKHQDVDWHHQ,ZDVDEOHWRNQRZWKHVHYLVLWLQJJXHVWVRIKHDYHQRQDSHUVRQDOOHYHO7KRVH
angels came in other ways as well. Sometimes the telephone would ring and someone would be calling as they
were passing through. While our home wasn’t on the direct route, we would have the excitement of entertaining people who had driven out of their way to stop and visit for a while. Isn’t this an important part of mission
work – sharing the walk of faith and the hope of heaven with travelers in their places of watching?
 6KDULQJWKDWZDONRIIDLWKLQFOXGHVFRPIRUWLQJLQRXUZDONDQGÀQGLQJDFRPPXQDOMR\LQEHOLHYLQJ0\
father, Reino Kuoppala, was also called to serve on mission trips, and at times they were such that family was
able to accompany him. It was with great joy that our family embarked on travels that brought us to the homes
of other believers. The excitement of piling into the big family van and heading out for the weekend, or
SHUKDSVDGD\WULSZDVSDOSDEOH$ZHHNHQGWULSWR5ROOD)W)UDQFHVRU7KXQGHU%D\DPRQJPDQ\RWKHUV
ZDVDMR\RXVRQH,·PVXUHWKHYDQZDVÀOOHGZLWKVTXDEEOHVDORQJWKHZD\DQGDPHTXDOO\VXUHWKDWWKH\
weren’t always easy for our parents. Still, we found joy in connecting with others, meeting new friends near
and far and building lifelong relationships with those who shared our walk of faith.
What is the goal of mission work? To preach the gospel of repentance and remission of sins to the people of
our communities, our nations and throughout the world so they might become partakers with us of the grace
that God offers sin-fallen man through His Son Jesus Christ. If we live our lives as God wishes, we practice
the mission work of Christ on a daily basis. The Bible says, “Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:16).
Today, my home congregation is a large one. Mission work is done locally when speakers are sent to visit
believers in their many places of watching. On an individual basis, we are all missionaries of Christ.
Presently, the Phoenix and Glendale congregations share the same space for worship and the church is often
IXOOEH\RQGFDSDFLW\$V6XQGD\HQGVDQGWKHZRUNZHHNEHJLQVHDFKSHUVRQZKRKDVJDWKHUHGWKHUHJRHV
to the place where they will spend much of the week. For some it will be their place of work, for others it is
school and yet all are interacting with their local communities and they do mission work by living their faith
according to the Word of God. Even our youngest ones practice mission work as they make their way to
WKHLUFODVVURRPVDQGVKLQHWKHLUOLJKWVLQWRWKHZRUOGIRU´<HDUHWKHOLJKWRIWKHZRUOG$FLW\WKDWLVVHWRQ
an hill cannot be hid” (Matt. 5:14).
Mission work has a place for each and every one of us. Our congregation hosts a market each fall that has
now garnered a great deal of community support. We have been able to share our message of hope with
those who visit and wish to hear. The areas where we could serve others and thereby practice individual
mission work are countless. Foremost is how we treat others: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”
(Mark 12:31). The greatest love that we can show another is when we confess how we believe and preach the
JRVSHO7KLVLVDZD\ZHFDQREH\WKHLQVWUXFWLRQ´*R\HWKHUHIRUHDQGWHDFKDOOQDWLRQVµ 0DWW DV
we have been commanded. )

Thy Faith Hath
Saved Thee
Michael Ylioja
One of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with
him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down
to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a
sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,
And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to
wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs
of her head, and kissed his feet and anointed them with
the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden
him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he
were a prophet, would have known who and what manner
of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.
And Jesus answering him said unto him, Simon, I have
somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the
RQHRZHGÀYHKXQGUHGSHQFHDQGWKHRWKHUÀIW\$QG
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them
both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?
Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he
forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly
judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto
Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house,
thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed
my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her
head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the
time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head
with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee,
Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved
much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that
sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who
is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman,
Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
Luke 7:36–50
imon, a Pharisee, desired to invite Jesus
to come sit at meat with him. Simon and
others in the city had heard of Jesus and
His teachings. Simon wanted to listen
and discuss with Jesus, which in itself is
a good thing to do. However, when we note what
happened during the meal, it is plain to see where
Simon’s faith was.
Simon, like all Pharisees, lived a self-righteous life. He
felt that through his good works he had attained a higher
status than the sinful woman. God does not give faith

S

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANITA MARJANEN

Uno Makela serves while Elvin Lindula
translates.
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At the coffee table from left to right: Risto Kiviahde, Don Wuollet,
Reino Kuoppala, Mr. and Mrs. Einari Lepisto, Peter Nordstrom and
with back to camera, Diane Kuoppala.
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The Holy Spirit Lights the Way
Rick Nevala

according to social status or good works, but rather
to those who seek His kingdom. Simon wondered
why Jesus would allow such a sinful one to touch
Him. He was like the priest and the Levite in the
parable of the good Samaritan. He would not
associate with people of what he perceived a lower
class (Luke 10:30–36).

Jesus’ Mission
Jesus came into this world to call sinners – not the
ULJKWHRXV²WRUHSHQWDQFH 0DWW -HVXVFDQVHH
into our hearts just as He saw into the hearts of Simon
and the sinful woman. When the woman heard Jesus
was in the city, she desired to see Him. Her faith was
weak and she felt her unworthiness before Jesus. She
knelt weeping at His feet. Serving Him in this lowly
manner was all she felt she could do. Since her sins
were forgiven, she felt great love towards her Savior,
and she anointed His feet with ointment. We can pray
to the heavenly Father that He would give us faith like
this sinful woman to serve in His kingdom with the
gifts He has given.
Jesus uses a short parable (verses 41 and 42) to
H[SODLQIRUJLYHQHVVDQGORYH2QHGHEWRURZHGÀIW\
pence and the other owed ten times that. Both were
forgiven their entire debt when they couldn’t pay.
Jesus asks Simon who will love Him most. Simon
hesitantly gives the correct answer: the one whom
Jesus forgave most.
Through eyes of faith we can see that the debt of
our sins, for which we ourselves were unable to pay,
was paid for in the suffering and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We then love much as well. Through
faith we have love and desire to show this love to
those around us.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God.
John 3:16–21
esus is the light of the world and calls
those in darkness to come into this light.
-RKQWKH$SRVWOHUHFRUGVIRUXVWKH
words of Christ to a Pharisee, Nicodemus, who asked to talk to Jesus at night.
The conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus in John,
chapter 3, shows that Nicodemus walked in the darkness
of the world and thus wanted to talk to Jesus at night in
SULYDWH$OWKRXJK-RKQUHODWHVWKHLQVWUXFWLRQJLYHQE\
Jesus, he does not tell whether Nicodemus turned to
Christ or repented. For us, however, this passage relates
Jesus’ instruction of God’s love for the world and how, by
love, God gave His Son, the light of the world, revealed
through the Holy Ghost.
Jesus admonished Nicodemus unto repentance and
faith. Nicodemus questioned Jesus, “How can these
WKLQJVEH"µ-HVXVUHVSRQGHG´$UWWKRXDPDVWHURI,VUDHO
DQGNQRZHVWQRWWKHVHWKLQJV"µ -RKQ 1LFRGHPXV
did not see the light of Jesus, the Son of God, though he
had great knowledge of scriptures. He was condemned
“because he loved darkness rather than light” and also
´EHFDXVH>KLV@GHHGVZHUHHYLOµ YHUVH 
This was a remarkable call to repentance to a Jewish
leader. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” The Scriptures had been
IXOÀOOHG1LFRGHPXVQRORQJHUQHHGHGWROLYHXQGHUWKH
bondage of the law. This was the gospel message, the
good news. This is the word of reconciliation given to all
people. Yet, Nicodemus could not believe it, and asked
Jesus, “How can a man be born again when he is old?” To
this Jesus answered, “Except a man be born of the water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3,5).

J

We Live under Grace
Simon and the other guests that sat at meat with
Jesus did not have true faith. They did not see or
understand that Christ came into this world to save
sin-fallen humankind. Instead they murmured among
themselves, “Who is this that forgiveth sins also?”
They lived under the law and believed they were
saved by following the law. We live under grace and
are saved by faith in the Lord Jesus by believing our
sins forgiven. Simple faith saved this sinful woman,
and it will also save us. Let us cling to that gift of
faith that God has given unto us. May it always be
near and dear to us! )

God’s Spirit Was Present from the Beginning
The Holy Spirit has indeed been with humans since
FUHDWLRQ7KHÀUVWERRNRIWKH%LEOH*HQHVLVHYHQ
tells us how the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
WKHZDWHUV*RGJDYHWKHÀUVWKXPDQSDLUZKROLYHGLQ
paradise, the message not to eat of the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17). They disobeyed God and ate the
forbidden fruit, and on the same day they became dead
VRXOV *HQ $GDPDQG(YHZHUHGHDGLQWKHLUVLQ
in the darkness of sin, naked before God. Like Nicodemus, they loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. They did not want to be reproved.
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They who walk in sin, naked before God, are surely in
darkness. They are condemned, as our text records Jesus’
words, “he that believeth not is condemned already”
(verse 18). Yet Nicodemus, a Pharisee, questioned Jesus
and did not repent. The Pharisees were self-righteous,
and if they believed they walk a righteous path, then it is
as Jesus said: “If…the light that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23). That darkness
is so great, that those self-righteous ones believe they
are in the light, a delusion. But, the believer that walks
in the light of the Holy Ghost has that testimony that
Daniel once received from the king: “I have even heard
of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that
light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found
LQWKHHµ 'DQ ,Q$GDPDQG(YH·VFDVH*RGZDV
gracious and restored them to connection with Him;
the clothes of righteousness covered their nakedness of
sin (Gen. 3:21).

The Spirit Gives Utterance
7KH6SLULWRI*RGZDVVKHGRSHQO\RQWKHÀUVW3HQWHFRVW
&ORYHQWRQJXHVRIÀUHUHVWHGRQHDFKEHOLHYHU7KH\
began to speak as the Spirit gave them utterance. We trust
yet today that the Spirit gives utterance. Without the
Spirit we have neither understanding nor truth. John
wrote in his Gospel, “When he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it
XQWR\RX$OOWKLQJVWKDWWKH)DWKHUKDWKDUHPLQH
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew
LWXQWR\RX$OLWWOHZKLOHDQG\HVKDOOQRWVHHPHDQG
again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to
the Father” (16:13–16). Thus, Jesus left the Comforter for
His kingdom here on earth.

The Holy Spirit Is Our Comforter
The Spirit helps us still today: “The Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you”
(John 14:26). Paul also wrote of the Spirit: “God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For
what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:10–11).
The mysteries of God that have been revealed to us
come from His Spirit. We believers pray that all could
come unto the same understanding of faith to be able to
study God’s Word through the light of the Holy Spirit.
$V-HVXVVSRNHWR1LFRGHPXV´KHWKDWGRHWKWUXWK
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God” (verse 21). Later
mention of Nicodemus also speaks of him serving
&KULVWE\QLJKWKHOSLQJ-RVHSKRI$ULPDWKDHDSUHSDUH
Jesus’ body for burial. If he wished to believe, he was
unable to confess his faith openly. Thus, no testimony of
his faith is recorded in Scripture.
We pray as is written in Psalm 51, “Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me”
(verse 11). What we have is a precious light. In this light,
together, the Spirit will bring the children of God to glory
in heaven. )
MAY 2021 | PAGE 5

HOME AND FAMILY

May We All Find Joy
FOR THE HOME AND FAMILY section this month, the publications department asked writers what things in their lives bring joy – faith, home,
family, their pastimes or workplace? In turn, we received heartfelt articles
VJCVFGUETKDGFJQYVJG[ƂPFLQ[DGCWVKHWNUGPVKOGPVUQHEQPVGPVOGPV
though service and fellowship in God’s kingdom.
However, along with these articles, another message arrived in our
inbox – that joy, even the joy of believing can be stolen by acts of ostracism, discrimination and bullying, even within a congregation. This
*QOGCPF(COKN[RCIGTGƃGEVUVJQUGEQPVTCFKEVQT[KOCIGUQHNKHGCU
believers: we are both sinners and believers whose sins are forgiven.
We have included articles, an anonymous letter, and questions for discussion. Our wish is that these articles will help us all understand that in
this journey we have responsibilities to care for others, we are escorts.
In this task we have both our good intentions, our weaknesses and the
power of the gospel. May God help us in this as He has in the past.

Joy Is Serving

God’s Kingdom is a Source of Joy
Tom Skoog
JOY IS A WORD WORTH CONTEMPLATING. There are many blessings in my
life that bring joy. I have been able to pursue many of my dreams and it seems that the
few that I have left are not so important anymore. What seems to be important is
hanging on to faith that I have been gifted with from my childhood. It seems a matter
of prayer that I, and those close to me would be preserved in faith, that we would
maintain the hope of meeting one day in heaven. Therefore, it seems that joy for me is
precious, when I can live in the shelter of the kingdom of God, living of grace under
the reassurance of the redeeming gospel. I understand by faith that my earthly home
LVDWHPSRUDU\SODFH,I,HQGHDYRUWRVWD\LQWKHPLGGOHRIWKHÁRFN,FDQVHFXUHO\JHW
to the destination of heaven.
I am thankful for the unity of God’s kingdom. The work that is happening is truly
DPD]LQJ7KHJLIWVWKDW*RGKDVJLYHQWRGRWKHZRUNDUHDEXQGDQW,WLVKXPEOLQJWRVHH
the candlestick of visitation moving to the uttermost parts of the earth. Vast amounts of
God’s work are being done over the internet. This is being done in so many forms:
songs, programs, sermons, Bible classes, Sunday school, etc.
The world is churning like a storm. The wind is blowing. Yet, inside God’s kingdom
there is righteousness, peace and joy. It is a safe place.
The last two verses of SHZ 208 remind me of the Holy Spirit which is only found in
God’s kingdom. When I sing it, it brings me great, comforting joy.

Perry Simonson
MY EXPERIENCES SERVING in the congregation have brought joy in each phase of
life. In my youth, I assisted my parents in janitorial duties and helped with various
church construction projects. One of the more memorable projects was assisting in
building the Cokato church. This project was an opportunity to get to know other
congregation members whom I had previously not known so well. I looked forward to
spending my evenings and Saturdays helping in whatever way I was asked. It also was
DQRSSRUWXQLW\WROHDUQQHZVNLOOV6RPHWLPHVZHGRQ·WUHDOL]HDOOWKHVNLOOVZHPD\
have, if we don’t have an opportunity to use them.
 $V,·YHJURZQROGHUGXWLHVLQWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQKDYHFKDQJHG,QRZKDYHGXWLHVDVD
service director, Bible class teacher, and assisting with the congregation’s bookkeeping.
When I was asked if I could take on these new duties, I had doubts on whether I would
EHDEOHWRIXOÀOOWKHQHHGVRIWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQ0DQ\TXHVWLRQVVZLUOHGLQP\PLQG
Would I be able to put together Bible class lessons, or would I have enough time to help
with bookkeeping? I’ve found the need to put my trust in God and that He will bless.
Each duty in a congregation has its own blessings and serves the congregation in its
own way. Each one of us has our own God-given gifts that we are able use in serving
our brothers and sisters in faith. If we’re asked to serve in the congregation, we can
accept the duty and give it our best effort. We all know that many hands make the
workload light. God’s Word reminds us: “For it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Often when we are asked to serve in
the congregation, the blessings are greater than any of the inconveniences we encounter
in serving. If we do our duties willingly and cheerfully, God will bless the work. )

The Holy Spirit calls and gathers and by the spoken gospel gives new birth.
This Spirit never teaches errors, it makes His church the ground of truth on earth....
The end of this verse and the beginning of the next are remarkable. They speak of
“trusting hearts.” The last line of verse 5 refers to living faith as trusting: “...in hearts He
makes to trust what they have heard.” Do children have trusting hearts? Peter hopes that
we would be as newborn babes, desiring the sincere milk of the Word. He advises to lay
aside “all malice, all guile, hypocrisies, envies and evil speaking” (1 Pet. 2:1–2). The last
verse also speaks of trust:
These trusting hearts make up His kingdom wherein the only living hope is found;
7KH6SLULWKROGVWKLVÁRFNLQXQLRQ$QGKHUHWKHKHDUWVRIPHQDUHORRVHGDQGERXQG
 ,ÀQGLWDVRXUFHRIMR\WKDWWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGRQHDUWKLVOLNHDEXLOGLQJEXLOWZLWK
earthly stones, faulty, poor and sinful. Nevertheless, Peter describes these stones as
“lively stones, which are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:5). Paul
says the house of God is “the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). I pray to God that He would continue to reveal the preciousness of
God’s kingdom to me and my loved ones. Here trusting hearts can be content to sit on
the green grass at the feet of the Good Shepherd, be in subjection to one another, and
WDVWHWKHJUDFLRXVQHVVRI*RG7KHQDVWKHSRHW1LLOR5DXKDODDVVXUHVXVLQWKHÀQDO
OLQHRI6+=´$QGZKHQWKH/RUGVKDOOUHVXUUHFWWKHGHDG+H·OOEULQJ+LVÁRFNXQWR
KLPVHOI$PHQµ)

PHOTO: RUTH DELACEY

Perry Simonson teaches Bible class at Rockford Church.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM SKOOG

Tom Skoog and his family gather at Summer Services 2019.
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Ostracism Hinders Joy
Sandra Pylvainen
MANY YOUNG PEOPLE STRUGGLEWRÀWLQZLWKWKHLUDJHJURXS
whether at school or at church. This struggle is a part of growing up and
LQWHJUDOWRVHOILGHQWLW\DQGFKDUDFWHUGHYHORSPHQW$VZHPRYHWRZDUG
adulthood, it is essential that we discover who we are, what we stand for,
DQGZKDWZHZLOOQRWVWDQGIRU,QWKLV\RXQJEHOLHYHUVZDQWWRÀQGIULHQGV
who share values and interests that coincide with their own, both at school
and at church.
 %XWZKDWKDSSHQVZKHQDPLGGOHVFKRROHUFDQQRWÀQGIULHQGVLQWKHLU
congregation? What about teenage years without a believing friend? This
situation can make other areas of personal growth and development even
harder. This situation can also cause a teen to feel forsaken, even though
we know that a believer is never truly alone. Still, a depressed or sorrowful
teen may feel that the love in God’s congregation does not extend to them,
especially if love given by the Holy Spirit is not felt from peers. If a
VLWXDWLRQRIEHLQJIULHQGOHVVFRQWLQXHVWKRVHOHIWDORQHPD\IHHORVWUDFL]HG
and unlovable. Then the joy of believing may be elusive or concealed by a
cloak of depression.
In these situations, we pray as the Psalmist “lead me beside the still
waters and restore my soul.” The lone individual can pray and trust that
*RGZLOOSURYLGHFRPIRUW$OVRZHSUD\WKDWSDUHQWVWHDFKHUVDQGFDPS
directors, all of us, will be given the thoughts and hearts to diligently
prepare for camps and events, always planning to introduce all children to
each other, create activities that promote bonding and sharing, and that we
ourselves will exhibit God’s love to all children, seeking the loner, the
reticent, the out-of-towner, or the one who has no cousins nearby –
whether or not the child is from a believing home. May we teach our
children in love that a group, even if two people, have the ability to invite
the one left alone.
Joy of the believer is also the joy of belonging and showing others that
they can belong. We can all reach out to someone who is alone, feels left
RXWRULVQRWLQFOXGHG,IDWÀUVWWKH\DUHKHVLWDQWWRMRLQRXUJURXSZHFDQ
patiently ask again and show that we do want them along. Showing this
love is a fruit of faith, and the joy of believing is the feeling that “my cup
RYHUÁRZHWKµ)
2VWUDFL]HWRH[FOXGHIURPDJURXSE\FRPPRQFRQVHQW

Anonymous Letter,
March 2021
Subject: How Do We Treat Others?
Dear Voice of Zion Publications Staff,
MY MOTHER’S HEART LVDFKLQJ2WKHUPRPVDFURVV$PHULFDQ=LRQ
also have the same aching hearts.
We are concerned about how our children treat each other, especially
around the ages of eleven-twelve through sixteen-seventeen. Kids are
EHLQJRVWUDFL]HGLQWKHPLGGOHVFKRRO\HDUVDQGWKHQDOVRLQWKHWHHQ\HDUV
– if they are not “cool” enough.
Parents like me want and need this issue to be discussed in truth and in
love. Would it be appropriate to address this in Voice of Zion articles, in
Sunday School lessons, and at camps?
The pain and trauma from ostracism can be deep and long-lasting. One
teenage boy asked, “Why is it that when I’m at school or the store people
are more kind to me than at services?”
We need each other. Kids need each other. Love needs to be extended to
others outside of our friend groups or even our extended family groups.
God’s Peace,
A Concerned Parent

PHOTO: KAMIRYN KLASSEN

An Elder’s Joy
Verna Jacobson
“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17).
ALONG LIFE’S WAY of varied challenges are moments of pure joy. First in my life, of all the joys
I have known, is the joy of being a child of God and knowing that my sins are forgiven in Jesus’
name and precious blood. I can now look back to my years as a child in the kingdom of children,
DQG,VHHWKH\LQFOXGHGPDQ\ULFKH[SHULHQFHV$OOVWDJHVRIOLIHRIIHUMR\
Many, many memories of these joys come to mind, but some memories come back with love that
warms my heart. I recall those days when we were raising our children, trying to teach them in the
ZD\WKH\VKRXOGJRWKHVLPSOH$%&VRIOLYLQJIDLWK,WKLQNRIWHDFKLQJWKHPWKDWZKHQWKH\
offend these matters should be taken care of with the gospel, asking for their sins to be forgiven.
Bedtime was always so beautiful for us, especially when the children, down to the littlest one,
would come running to ask for their sins forgiven, then with happiness run to bed.
I also remember how much joy there was when a new baby was brought home from the hospital.
There was so much love to share towards that little one from everyone in the family! My arms still ache
to cuddle and feel that newborn baby. If you were blessed to be a mother, you may know that great joy.
The joy as an elder is just a little different. We have gone to school, graduated, maybe gone to
college, worked and perhaps retired, maybe married and had children who have grown up and
gone their own way. There is then a change to your life. It can be quiet, and sometimes lonely.
There is still that joy of memories you have when you worked outside the home.
But now you have slowed down your pace of life. Days are silent without the hustle and bustle of
UDLVLQJFKLOGUHQDQGDOOWKDWFRPHVZLWKLW7KLVLVZKHQMR\WDNHVRQDTXLHWDQGUHÁHFWLYHPRRG
This time of life allows other choices that bring joy. Some may decide to travel, others choose
hobbies – baking, which is my joy to this day, gardening, crafting, volunteering, grandparenting,
carpentry and so many more.
 'HSHQGLQJRQJLIWVUHWLUHHVFDQÀQGMR\LQKHOSLQJDWFDPSVJLYLQJSUHVHQWDWLRQVPDLQWDLQLQJ
the church building and maintaining their own homes. Health issues may arise, but still at the end
of the day a weak prayer rises from deep within as we fold our hands and pray to God. The prayer
LVEHDXWLIXOO\H[SUHVVHGLQ6+=WKDW+HZLOOFDUU\XVWRWKDWMR\RXVKRPHODQGVKRUHZKHUHZH
can sing songs of praise forevermore!
Remember me, dear Father, in my declining years;
With sin I still must battle; I oft have pain and fears,
You are my staff and stay, oh carry me, I pray.
As when I was an infant, and cast me not away.
Oh Jesus, I am feeble, and powerless in all;
I sigh beneath my burdens; my faith is weak and small;
My strength of youth is gone; oh leave me not alone;
when health and senses fail me, may angels lead me home.
When near the hour of parting I weaken ev’ry day.
O gracious Holy Spirit, on my behalf You pray.
,VRRQZLOOEHXQGUHVVHGRIP\FRUUXSWHGÁHVK
Oh, take me home to heaven, to everlasting rest. )
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MUSIC NOTES

Doing What Is Right
with Copyrights
Liisa Keranen

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROL TIFFANY

Carol Tiffany (center) with friends Ruth Potter (left) and Ida Leppa (right).

Joy and Friendship with Ida
Carol Tiffany
ARE ALL OUR FRIENDS of similar age and do they have similar life experiences?
Sharing a similar age and having similar life experiences can be the basis of friendship.
However, having friends of all ages can bring special joy to our lives. When I was a college
student, just having graduated from high school, I had a special believing friend much
older than I was, Ida Leppa.
 $IWHUP\KLJKVFKRROJUDGXDWLRQ,PRYHGWR(VNR0LQQHVRWDWRDWWHQGFROOHJHLQ
'XOXWK$WWKHWLPHWKHUHZDVDVPDOOEHOLHYLQJFRQJUHJDWLRQLQ(VNR6LQFHWKHFRQJUHJDtion was small, about twenty members when I moved there, it was easy to become friends
with everyone of all ages. I was busy with my studies, but I still craved believing friends
and having connections with a congregation.
Ida was a believing woman, retired, widowed, and living alone in a home in Cloquet, a
WRZQDERXWÀYHPLOHVIURP(VNR,GDZDVIULHQGO\DQGWRRNLQWHUHVWLQHYHU\RQHDQGWKHLU
lives, regardless of age. She thoroughly enjoyed the company of other believers and loved
to have believers visit in her home. Ida invited me over for coffee and Sunday lunches.
These lunches were a delight as Ida was a talented cook. I would often worry about eating
too much because everything tasted so good. However, Ida would advise, “If we’re blessed
with good food, we should eat.”
During our visits, Ida was always interested in my life and how everything, including my
studies, were going for me. She also shared about her life, her joys, her struggles and
H[SHULHQFHV$VD\RXQJDGXOWLWIHOWZDUPDQGFRPIRUWLQJWRVKDUHDERXWWKHZD\DQGWKH
journey with this older believer. It brought me joy to know that this older sister was believing the same way I endeavored to believe. Often, we preached the gospel to each other.
Ida freely shared her life experiences with me. She had lost family members to previous
heresies which caused her sorrow. However, Ida found joy in believing day to day. She
eagerly attended any services in our area and entertained visiting believers. If she had
believers from other localities visiting, she would often invite me to join them.
Ida was an artist. She shared the background to each of her paintings with me. Ida also
ZURWHDK\PQZKLFKLV6+=´7KH%ORRGRI&KULVWLV)DU0RUH'HDUµ$ORQJZLWK,GD
I also made another lifelong friend, Ida’s daughter Pauline Leppamaki. While I lived in
Esko, Pauline moved back to live in Cloquet.
Even after I moved from Esko, I maintained my close friendship with Ida and Pauline as
they moved to Menahga, Minnesota and then to Brainerd, Minnesota. Thinking about Ida
makes me lonesome for her and other dear older believing friends from the Esko congregation that have gone to “…the place prepared for me where I shall praise the Holy Lamb
whose blood has set me free” (SHZ 288:7). )

Discussion Questions:
1. What is joy? How is it different from
contentment?
2. What is special about the joy found in
God’s kingdom?
3. If joy is a fruit of personal faith, why
would ostracism or bullying prevent
another from feeling joy?
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4. If you have prevented someone from
feeling joy at camp or church, how
can you restore the joy?
5. In everyday life, what kind of
pastimes give you joy? What about
your family members?

IN 2008, A NEW SHZ HYMNAL was published after years of loving, patient,
VHOÁHVVZRUNE\PDQ\7KDWZDVDPRQXPHQWDODFKLHYHPHQW,WWRRNHLJKWPRUH
years to gather and create accompaniments for all songs in the hymnal. The
SHZ Chorale Book was published in 2016.
The work on that, however, was not complete when it was published. When I
EHJDQZRUNLQJDWWKH//&LQRQHRIP\ÀUVWWDVNVZDVWRÀQDOL]HFRS\rights for the Chorale Book.
 &RS\ULJKWODZVKDYHH[LVWHGIRUKXQGUHGVRI\HDUV3HRSOHUHDOL]HGORQJDJR
that things they own that have intellectual value must be protected just like
material goods. Immaterial items are something original that a person creates. It
can be an idea, a recipe, a novel, a poem, a musical composition, an invention,
you name it. We know material inventions have been patented for years, but it is
less well known that immaterial property has also been protected.
 $VIDUEDFNDVWKHVKRZHYHUWKH86SDVVHGDODZZKHUHE\VRPHWKLQJ
you create is protected only for a certain number of years. Over time, it has
become a common, global practice to protect immaterial property for seventy
\HDUVDIWHUWKHFUHDWRU·VGHDWK$IWHUWKHFUHDWRURIWKHSURSHUW\GLHVWKHSHUVRQ·V
heirs or some other party named in the will become the rightsholders. They have
the right to manage the copyrights to the immaterial property in question.
How do copyrights connect to our hymnal and the Chorale Book? In order for
us to have this treasure trove, the words to every song and hymn have had to be
written, melodies composed, words translated and accompaniment arrangements created. In each of these cases, it is only right that that the work is
credited to the person who originally did it.
Some of these are or have been professionals in their occupation, and creating
such works is how they make their living. Creators or rightsholders can also
collect royalties when the work for which they own rights is used by other
people. When we pay these royalties, we can then securely use these various
forms of art which nourish our souls.
In our hymnal, there are many songs written and composed in European
countries centuries ago. The copyrights to them have thus expired long ago,
unless the text has been revised. There are many hymns from the English and
$QJOLFDQKHULWDJHWKDWDUHFRPPRQRQWKLVFRQWLQHQW7KHUHDUHDOVRDODUJH
number of songs that Finnish immigrants brought with them over 100 years ago.
These Finnish songs have existed for a good while, but some still have copyrights in place.
When I began this project, I looked into how we could gain rights to use
arrangements made for our Chorale Book in recordings and other publications.
:HÀUVWDSSURDFKHGWKRVHSHRSOHZKRZHUHFRPPLVVLRQHGWRPDNHDUUDQJHPHQWV
for the Chorale Book. They were very understanding of our desire to secure rights
to use their work in LLC recordings. That’s the only way we can record those
songs legally.
 $VZHVHFXUHGULJKWVIURPWKHVHFRPSRVHUVWKDWKDGDUUDQJHGPDQ\VRQJV
each, our life changed. Last spring, the global pandemic hit and changed the way
we held services. We knew there were many songs not cleared for broadcast. I
ÀUVWWULHGWRGHDOZLWKD)LQQLVKFRS\ULJKWVDJHQF\WRFOHDUWKHVHVRQJVEXWWKH\
only work in their own territory, since copyright law varies from country to
country. I next contacted a couple of big copyright agencies in this country, but
they didn’t seem interested in our songs, translations of Finnish hymns. It is
apparently such a small market that they didn’t even reply to my emails.
To help us move forward in this process, we hired a copyrights lawyer. We
DVNHGKHUWRKHOSXVÀQGWKHSDWKWREHLQJDEOHWRULJKWIXOO\XVHWKHPDQ\
beautiful songs in our hymnal. The lawyer drafted a very detailed, so-called
blanket rights form, with which we were able to secure rights to do almost
anything with the songs: record, broadcast, livestream, republish, arrange, revise
and use in videos. It is easy to conjecture that some of these rights may not have
felt so important when the hymnal came out, but times have changed and we
must adjust to them. In our day, we try to see into the future to determine how
songs might be used so that we don’t have to repeat the process of securing rights
any time soon, but we can only see so far.
In the next Music Notes, I will tell about the interesting process of tracking
down rightsholders and the meaningful interactions I have had with many of them.
The more I study the hymnal and interact with those who have helped create
it or who hold rights to its contents, the more it shows all the work of love that
has gone into the hymnal, along with the beautiful message the songs relate. )

THE VOICE OF ZION

ALONG LIFE'S WAY

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

God’s Guiding Hand

W

Audrey Kumpula

hat is your favorite memory
from your childhood home?

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And
Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye
be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:1–3).
I REMEMBER BELIEVING AS A CHILD. It seemed so easy, almost like nothing could shake my faith. I was
VXUURXQGHGE\EHOLHYLQJIULHQGVDQGKDGOLWWOHZRUULHVLQWKHZRUOG/RRNLQJEDFN,UHDOL]HKRZ,VWUD\HGIURP
that simplicity.
Upon entering middle school, I began to struggle in faith and this continued through my high school years. It
ZDVDVORZDQGJUDGXDOSURFHVVDQG,KDUGO\UHDOL]HGLWZDVKDSSHQLQJXQWLO\HDUVODWHU0DQ\RIWKHEHOLHYLQJ
youth in my area began to fall into the ways of the world, and since it seemed as though everyone else was doing
it I didn’t see how it could be harmful. Often when we would hang out we would listen to worldly music and
watch movies or TV shows. The joys of believing began to fade and discussions of church related topics changed
to ranting about dos and don’ts and how annoying these “rules” were. These conversations never felt right to me
and I was never able to fully participate in them. I knew this was wrong and felt the pull of the enemy of souls but
also didn’t want to be left out or looked at differently. In the end, I didn’t have the strength to speak out.
The last two years of high school was when I really began to question my lifestyle. I never gave up my faith,
but if I had not seriously thought about my struggles, I don’t think I would be writing this today. Being the only
believer in my entire school was hard. It was so easy to slip into bad habits, and with my activities with my
school friends being not much different than with my believing friends it was hard to see anything wrong with
my behavior. Sadly, my close friends began to give up their faith. It wasn’t until then that I felt something
wrong. I didn’t fully stop my habits, but I did begin paying more attention in church and I was able to again feel
the weight of sin when I went over to friend’s houses to watch movies or when I was playing music in the car.
$WWKDWSRLQW,GRQ·WNQRZLI,UHDOL]HGKRZEDGO\,ZDVVWUXJJOLQJ,MXVWNQHZ,GLGQ·WZDQWWRIROORZWKHVDPH
path I had seen my friends go down.
 ,DSSOLHGWRRSLVWRP\MXQLRU\HDUDQGZDVDFFHSWHGULJKWEHIRUHP\VHQLRU\HDUEHJDQ$WWKHWLPH,VDLGP\
biggest reason for coming was because I didn’t know what I wanted to study in college. Now looking back, I
believe I was guided on this path because I needed help. I needed a change and to be surrounded by believing
youth, something I rarely got to experience through my teenage years. Throughout high school I remember always
being so excited to visit Canada or Minnesota where there were so many friends in faith. I didn’t need to fall into
VLQZLWKP\IULHQGVWRKDYHIXQ$V,EHJDQFRXQWLQJGRZQWKHGD\VEHIRUHOHDYLQJIRU)LQODQG,EHFDPHPRUHDQG
more excited about the prospect of being among so many believers.
 ,GLGQ·WUHDOL]HKRZPXFK,FUDYHGEHLQJVXUURXQGHGE\EHOLHYHUVP\DJHXQWLO,FDPHWRRSLVWR+HUHHYHU\one around me is of the same spirit. It was an incredibly welcome change. Back home, I often felt alone in my
struggles. I almost never talked about faith matters with my friends, because they were either school friends or
didn’t seem to be feeling the same guilt I was. They didn’t want to hear that I was questioning how we spent our
time, because they saw nothing wrong with how we were spending it. Here at opisto, it is so easy to discuss faith
and I have discovered that there are so many believers my age who have struggled with the exact same temptations. I can feel the joy of believing among my classmates here, especially when we sing. Even though I don’t
understand the words of the songs, I can clearly hear and feel the joy in every single voice. It is such a great
comfort to be able to feel the Holy Spirit surround this school and everything we do here. I have met so many
friends here, ones that I know will last a lifetime.
I am grateful to God that he has given me this opportunity and that he has preserved me in faith. I have been
DEOHWRORRNDWWKHSDVWVHYHUDO\HDUVDQGVHHKRZPXFK,ZDVWUXO\VWUXJJOLQJ$OWKRXJKLWLVGLIÀFXOWWRVHHPDQ\
of my close friends living in the world, I continuously pray that one day they can open their hearts and once again
ÀQGWKHMR\RIEHOLHYLQJ7KHUHDUHVWLOOGDLO\VWUXJJOHVEXW,IHHOOLNH,DPSHDFHIXOO\EHOLHYLQJDJDLQ,DPDEOHWR
hear the gospel every day during devotions and I can talk to friends at any time if I need to. It is the closest I have
felt to my childhood faith in a long time, and I am incredibly thankful that I was led down this path. )

> When my mother went about her daily duties
at home, she sang songs of Zion in Finnish.
Occasionally she played SRK cassettes and
sang along, sometimes at the top of her lungs.
The house rang with her vibrato. And then
she’d lightheartedly apologize for having
ulvonut (howled). To this day listening to songs
of Zion in any language puts me in the mood
to get bustling. – On ihanata ylistää
> I don’t have a favorite, but a prominent
memory is lying in bed and listening to Dad
wind up the wall clock in the living room. This
was always a sign that he would be heading to
bed soon. I suppose it was, for me, a comfort
and reassurance that all was well. – E. H.
> I’m very thankful for my childhood home. I
remember my parents greeting us children
with “God’s Peace” when we left the house
for the school bus. We asked them why we
always did that, and my father explained that
it’s important that we can answer “God’s
Peace” especially when we are leaving our
JQOGVQIQQWVKPVQVJGYQTNF+HKVHGNVFKHƂEWNV
it was a reminder to ask for the gospel. Their
greatest desire for us was that we could
remain in faith. – Allen Pirness
> My favorite memories are of times when my
whole family, including my parents, was all
together for the holidays, especially Thanksgiving and Christmas. The last time we gathered was over twenty years ago. – Sandra
> One of my favorite memories from my childhood would be Sunday mornings. Every
Sunday, we girls would run to my parent’s
TQQOCPFƃ[QPVQVJGKTDGFCPFEWFFNGYKVJ
our parents for a little bit. After that, my dad
would make oatmeal while we got ready for
Sunday school and church. I miss those days
when we were so young. – L

W

hy do you go camping?

To answer, send an email message
to fromthereader@llchurch.org

You may sign your message with your given
PCOG ƂTUVPCOGQTƂTUVCPFNCUVPCOGU QTYKVJ
a pseudonym or pen name. We reserve the right
to select which answers we publish. We may edit
spelling and grammar in responses. If necessary,
we may also edit for brevity and clarity. Submit your
answers by June 15, 2021. Look for the answers to
this question in the August Voice of Zion!
PHOTO: EMILIA YLIMARTIMO

Audrey Kumpula (right) with opisto friends.
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DOCTRINE AND LIFE – QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME
In 2021 Doctrine and Life will feature translations of articles from previous SRK Yearbooks.

The Joy of Believing
Juha Luokkala
IN THE PSALMS we can clearly see how varied the
emotions of God’s children can be. David tells how he
found the joy of believing in his life. When sin stung his
heart, he suffered from it. When he received his sins
forgiven, he rejoiced that grace belonged also to him, a
fallen one (Ps. 32).
Today it is thought that a person has happiness and joy
when he or she has good health, great wealth or fame and
KRQRU*RG·V:RUGWHDFKHVWKDWWKLVLVQRWVR$OWKRXJKLW
appeared outwardly that all was well with David, he was
unhappy because his conscience was not at peace. In
contrast, Paul and Silas had peace in their hearts, and they
praised God in song, although they were shackled in prison
$FWV² $SHUVRQUHFHLYHVSHDFHRIFRQVFLHQFH
only through the grace of God. Jesus promised to give His
own peace, that the world cannot give (John 14:27).
I have pondered what the joy of believing means to me,
DQG,·YHUHDOL]HGLWHVSHFLDOO\PHDQVWKDW,FDQEHOLHYHP\
VLQVIRUJLYHQ7KHJRVSHOKDVDOZD\VVXIÀFHG,WKDVJLYHQ
faith’s power and joy.
I asked a few young people what the joy of believing
means to them. One said that he feels joy when he is
among the children of God. For example, it was so nice to
be at camp that he wanted it to never end. It was easy to
EHOLHYHDPLGVW*RG·VFKLOGUHQ$ORQHGXULQJWKHZHHNGD\
there are more doubts, and it is not always easy to believe.
These young people also found that it would be good to
sometimes stop and consider what faith brings to the life
of a child of God.
Entertainment media presents an image of joy and
freedom that is far from the life of a child of God. In
reading about this, there can come the idea that faith
OLPLWVRQH·VOLIH$VLPLODUVHUPRQFDPHIURPWKHHQHP\
of souls in Paradise (Gen. 3).
It offered a better life, but in reality, joy and contentment were replaced by fear. The enemy of the soul has
been a liar from the start. It taunts us to reject faith by
promising something better in its stead. It does not,
however, pay to believe the enemy of the soul since it lies.
The joy of believing is a much richer and deeper joy
than what the world offers. Faith does not hinder life, nor
do we, as God’s children, lose anything that is necessary.
On the contrary, God’s Word promises that the children
of God receive already in this time hundredfold of all
manner of good things and ultimately eternal life in
heaven (Mark 10:30). Faith protects us from many evils
and grants blessings.
Joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). It manifests in
God’s children. Sins and sorrows often tarnish joy, but
when we can believe sins forgiven, we experience peace,
freedom and joy. God’s Word encourages us to rejoice in
these great gifts, which God has granted.

Kingdom of Children
In our times, people have widely abandoned God’s Word.
Today, some may even laugh at those who live according
to God’s Word. God, however, remembers His children,
cares for them and gives His children the power of the
JRVSHO$OWKRXJKIDLWKFDQQRWEHFRPSUHKHQGHGE\
reason, it contains the power of God. God’s Word directs
us to believe simply (Luke 10:21).
In God’s kingdom there is righteousness, peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). The Good Shepherd

PAGE 10 | MAY 2021

walks among His own and encourages us to trust His
guidance. We have a Savior who has overcome the power
of the enemy of souls. When listening to the voice of the
Good Shepherd, doubts and temptations subside.
God’s kingdom is the kingdom of grace, where is
proclaimed the gospel, joyful tidings, to all (Col. 1:14;
(SK -HVXVWDXJKWWKDWLWLVPRVWLPSRUWDQWWRÀQG
the Good Shepherd in His kingdom (Matt. 6:33). Jesus
prepared the road to heaven for humankind. He
UHGHHPHGRXUVLQVZLWK+LVLQQRFHQWVDFULÀFLDOEORRG
He rose from the dead and gave His own the task of
preaching forgiveness of sins through the power of the
Holy Spirit (John 20:23). It is a simple sermon, but in it
is hidden the power of God.

Everyday Trials
The heavenly Father directs our lives, and He allows us
to experience trials and joys. He sees our every moment,
IRUQRWKLQJLVNHSWVHFUHWIURP+LP$PLGWULDOV
questions often come to mind: Why does God allow
this? Have I committed some sin, for which God
punishes in this way? Has God forsaken me? Believers
in the Bible also had such doubts. For example, Job felt
bitter, became depressed and blamed God for his
tribulations (Job 21:7).
 'XULQJGLIÀFXOWLHVZHXVXDOO\GRQRWVHH*RG·V
guidance, nor do we understand His intention. Sometimes we understand later what a certain trial meant for
XVDQGRXUORYHGRQHV$QGZKLOHLWLVQRWHYHQDOZD\V
clear later, we know that through trials life’s most
important matter is illuminated.
 $WFRQÀUPDWLRQFDPSZHEHJDQDQGHQGHGRXUGD\V
ZLWKVLPSOHTXHVWLRQV7KHÀUVWTXHVWLRQZDV:KDWLVOLIH·V
most important matter? The campers answered in unison:
“Faith.” It is our life’s most precious matter. Through trials,
God directs us to think about faith and its meaning.

Current Reasons for Distress
7KHUHDUHPDQ\W\SHVRIVRUURZVDQGGLVWUHVV$WFRQÀUmation camp it gave me pause to see how many young
people experience fear and anxiety over climate change.
One youth related that her friend left faith for this reason.
$QRWKHUDGPLWWHGKDYLQJDQ[LHW\IRUQRWEHLQJDEOHWRGR
everything he should on behalf of the climate. I would like
to encourage young people to trust in God’s guidance.
God has promised to give His own a future and hope
-HU +HHQFRXUDJHVXVWRWUXVW+LPWKH/RUGRIOLIH
and death, who has created the world and oversees it with
His Word. It is completely correct to work responsibly in
UHODWLRQWRFUHDWLRQ$WWKHVDPHWLPHZHFDQKRZHYHU
trust that the world and all of creation are in the heavenly
Father’s hands. He directs the fate of the world as He
wishes and knows when the world will end (Mark 13:32).
We live not only for this time but above all for
heaven. Our lives are but a palm’s breadth compared to
eternity. Prophet Isaiah compared human life to the
grass that blooms for a moment and then withers away.
Likewise he reminded that God’s Word shall stand
forever (Isa. 40:6–8). This compels us to look upon the
coming reward in heaven.
 :RUULHVDQGDQ[LHW\FDQPDNHEHOLHYLQJGLIÀFXOW
(Matt. 13:22) and become an obstacle to faith. When life’s
most important matter is faith, trust in God’s care is
preserved. We do not have to endeavor on our own
strength to build our future, but rather we can trust that
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God has promised to take good care of us. He leads us
also during times of tribulation (Ps. 71:20).

Happiness and Joy in Daily Life
3VDOPLVW$VDIZRQGHUHGZK\WKHXQJRGO\FDQHQMR\WKHLU
lives, but he must suffer. Then he understood that true
happiness and joy is found only near God (Ps. 73). Trials,
sorrows and joys travel hand in hand. Faith is a much
more valuable matter than temporal life’s joy and
pleasures. Even those who are depressed can turn their
hearts toward the joy of believing.
Joy is often tied to the smallest things. Do we notice the
things that bring joy in our everyday lives? David admired
OLIHDVDJUHDWJLIWRI*RG 3V (DFKOLIHKDV
meaning. Each person has a reason for thankfulness. God
wants us to live with joy for the gifts He has given. Family,
home, workplace, health, study, school and hobbies are all
God’s gifts, and we can give thanks for them.

Faith Is Not Based in Feelings
Faith is not feeling but believing. We may hope that we
would experience more strongly the joy and peace that
come with faith. However, the Bible presents the life of
God’s children as a battle against sin and the lusts of the
ÁHVK,QWKLVEDWWOHZRXQGVFRPHDVVLQEHVHWVDQGVORZV
WKHMRXUQH\$WVXFKWLPHVZHFDQHDVLO\WKLQNWKDWRWKHU
believers are better than me. The Bible believers had
WKRVHVDPHWKRXJKWV$SRVWOH3DXOIHOWGHHSO\WKHHIIHFW
of sin within himself and said he is the greatest of sinners
(Rom. 7:18–24; 1 Tim. 1:15).
 -HVXVUHODWHGKRZGXULQJWKHÀQDOMXGJHPHQWWKH
righteous will wonder when it was that they served
Jesus as they were said to have done. They don’t feel
deserving of a place in heaven. The self-righteous,
however, will wonder when they have failed to serve
Jesus (Matt. 25:31–46).
Feelings of weakness and poorness are thus one of the
hallmarks of God’s children. With this we must be
FRQWHQW$FFRUGLQJWRWKH%LEOHDSHUVRQZLWKHYHQD
mustard seed of faith could command a tree to be plucked
up and planted (Luke 17:6). Jesus knew a child of God’s
feelings and began His sermon on the Mount comfortingly: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
NLQJGRPRIKHDYHQµ 0DWW $OWKRXJKZHDUHZHDNLQ
ourselves, in Christ we are perfect.

The Joy of Participating
Sin dwells in us and attempts to take us farther from God.
Therefore, it is important that we want to keep a good
FRQVFLHQFH 7LP :KHQZHEHOLHYHWKHJRVSHO
God cleanses the conscience of all sin. Faith and the
journey are lightened.
Today there is much talk of communality. God’s
kingdom is more than a community, because it also
contains a spiritual dimension, which can only be
understood through faith. Faith is always personal. We
believe and we know that by traveling in the throng of
God’s kingdom we will one day arrive at our destination
in heaven.
The youth with whom I visited were concerned that
DIWHUFRQÀUPDWLRQVFKRROPDQ\QRORQJHUSDUWLFLSDWHLQ
activities with believers. The young people expressed that
especially during these times it would be important to
encourage one another to believe and to participate when
the children of God gather. In the discussion we noted

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY

That Your Joy May Be Full
very simply in his letter to the Philippians (2:2):
´)XOÀOO\HP\MR\WKDW\HEHOLNHPLQGHGKDYLQJWKH
same love, being of one accord of one mind.” One of
These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy
the characteristics of living faith and of the kingdom
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
John 15:11 of God and for all of God’s children is spiritual unity.
When Jesus spoke of the preaching of the gospel,
He referred directly to the forgiveness of sins in His
he greatest joy for a child of God is
name and blood. Paul wrote about Jesus in this way,
that through faith we believe God’s
“...who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
living Word that assures us of the
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
wonderful message of the forgiveSon: in whom we have redemption through his blood,
ness of sins in Jesus’ name and
SUHFLRXVDWRQHPHQWEORRG$V+LVFKLOGUHQZHKDYHD even the forgiveness of sins…” (Col. 1:13,14).
We seem to see signs of the last times around us;
sure promise that these good and joyful tidings
one of these is that people in general no longer honor
belong to us in the gospel. Nearly 375 years ago the
or appreciate the importance of God’s Word, nor do
songwriter Paul Gerhardt expressed the reason for
this joy: “O Lamb, Thy blood is life to me, Thy blood WKH\ZDQWWREHLQWKHSODFHRIDFKLOG$QRWKHULVD
spirit of secularism and unbelief. Yet, as believers we
is hope and treasure. When it is speaking, I can see a
ÀQGMR\DQGKRSHLQWKDWWKHUHDUHVWLOOSHRSOHZKR
joy no man can measure. When I on earth Thy blood
long for the face of Jesus to shine into their lives and
can own, then when I stand before Thy throne, for
hearts through the gospel of the forgiveness of sins in
fear I need not hide me; there in a garment richly
+LVQDPHDQGEORRG(DUOLHU\RXUHDG´$QGWKHJRVSHO
wrought, in robes of white I shall be bought to stand
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for
in joy beside Thee” (SHZ 72). The gospel is therefore
a witness unto all nations; and then the end shall
the source of this joy because through the blood of
come” (Matt. 24:14). The shadows of time lengthen.
the Lord Jesus, the child of God has the promise of
Forgiveness, grace, faith, and the gospel are insepaheaven, by faith. In this connection we recall the
ZRUGVRIWKH$SRVWOH3DXO´)RUE\JUDFHDUH\HVDYHG rably connected and are found among the children of
God, and this means in your life, dear child of God.
through faith” (Eph. 2:8).
Your favor, or good place, before God is explained
Faith is a gift. When God calls the awakened heart
clearly in the book Treasure Hidden in a Field, in this
and visits with His love, it arrives like a pure white
dove settling upon one through the living Word, from way; “Faith is being in the righteousness of Christ and
OLYLQJLQIRUJLYHQHVVHYHU\PRPHQWµ 8OMDV 
God’s kingdom, “So then faith cometh by hearing,
Our Lord and Savior took all of our sins, as well as the
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). The
sins of the entire world upon himself and shed his
children of God are responsible for this mission, in
innocent blood for forgiveness of these sins.
other words, for bringing this message and spreading
Oh, if only those in unbelief could believe while
this joy. “Peace be onto you: as my Father hath sent
there is yet time! The gospel is the proclamation of
me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). God’s love
the forgiveness of sins: do not tire, dear child of God;
prompts this message of joy to be spread around and
ÀUVWLQFRQWLQXLQJWRNHHSIDLWKDQGDJRRGFRQVFLHQFH
abroad. Jesus said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all
QDWLRQVEDSWL]LQJWKHPLQWKHQDPHRIWKH)DWKHUDQG through the power of the gospel, nor in remaining as
light and salt in this darkening world by remaining on
RIWKH6RQDQGRIWKH+RO\*KRVWµ 0DWW 
this narrow way and by sharing the wonderful
In God’s Word we see the close and inseparable
message of joy “to all the world.”
connections between the gospel, faith, grace, love
We have permission to join with King David, and
and joy. The deliverer of the sermon to the Hebrews
also assurance that what he requested is promised for
wanted the matter spoken of in this way, “Looking
our lives, too. “Hide thy face from my sins, and blot
XQWR-HVXVWKHDXWKRUDQGÀQLVKHURIRXUIDLWKZKR
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O
God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not
despising the shame, and is set down on the right
away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit
hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). This proclafrom me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
mation of the joy of Jesus is shared with all those
XSKROGPHZLWKWK\IUHHVSLULWµ 3V² <RX
who believe. It is offered freely to all people anybeloved young believers, you are so very dear to the
ZKHUHLQWKLVZRUOG-HVXVWROG+LVGLVFLSOHV´$QG
KHDUWRI-HVXV$QRWKHUVRQJZULWHUUHPLQGVXV´,Q
the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
youth what wondrous blessedness and beauty to press
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then the
thy head upon your savior’s breast.” Often the sorrows
end shall come” (Matt. 24:14).
of sin and the temptations of the world distress you.
This joy originates from God’s love. “For God is
love. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he Sometimes you may wonder, “Does it pay for me to
continue believing when the world seems so close?”
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
/LVWHQGHDU\RXQJIULHQGLWGRHV$JDLQDVWKH
our sins” (1 John 4:7,10). Propitiation, an uncommon
songwriter encourages, “Oh youths who are in Zion,
word, refers to Jesus’ atonement for our sins and in
dwell in the grace of God, In youthful trials, temptadoing so, appeasing God. The love of God inspires
tions, there’s power in the blood” (SHZ 481).
and sustains this union of joy and love with faith and
What a rich blessing you have in your true and
the kingdom of God, through the Holy Spirit. “But
the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, trusted friends, also in parents, and close and trusted
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance…” HOGHUVLQ=LRQ+HUH\RXÀQGIRUJLYHQHVVSUHDFKHG
and the strength to continue in faith and joy as we all
(Gal. 5:22,23). It is remarkable, yet true, that this
God-given love creates a secure and undeniable union MRXUQH\KHDYHQZDUGZLWKWKHÁRFNRIWKHEHOLHYHUV
We all have a sure promise that we will one day
of believers by God’s will around His Word and the
joyfully reach that destination, by faith. )
GRFWULQHRI&KULVW7KH$SRVWOH3DXOH[SODLQHGWKLV
Tomm Stewart

KRZPHDQLQJIXOWKHWH[WVDUHWKDWZHVHQGWRIULHQGV$
:KDWV$SSJURXSWH[W´/HW·VJRWRVHUYLFHVµFDQFUHDWHD
positive ripple effect in the friends’ group. If on the other
hand a text is sent that says, “I don’t feel like going,” others
answer with “Well not me either then.” I encourage the
young ones to support each other in faith.
I know that many struggle with feeling alone. But no one is
entirely alone. The Savior travels with you. We pray that lonely
RQHVZRXOGÀQGDQHVFRUWVDIULHQGZLWKZKRPWRFRQWLQXH
the journey. God sees the suffering and gives help in His time.
 $FRQQHFWLRQZLWK*RG·VFKLOGUHQLVLPSRUWDQWIRUSUHVHUYing faith. Without connection to God’s kingdom it is impossible to get to the destination in heaven. Without walking in the
light people cannot partake in God’s kingdom nor the forgiveness of sins (1 John 1:7). In the throng of God’s kingdom, the
SXUHVWUHDPRIWKHJRVSHOÁRZVDPRQJXV +HE 

Raising Children with One’s Own Gifts
Many parents feel like poor childrearers and they ponder
how they can raise their children correctly. These times are
not merciful to parents, as they are subjected to many
demands. God has given them the task to raise their children
and the necessary gifts for this task. We can trust in God’s
care even in this task of raising children. He sees our
weaknesses and shortcomings and wants to help us.
Many parents have shed tears and blamed themselves for
their children leaving faith. But think of Jesus: He was a
perfect teacher and still all the disciples did not remain
EHOLHYLQJ)DLWKLVDOZD\VDSHUVRQDOPDWWHU$QGZLWK*RGDOO
things are possible. The seed of God’s Word sown at home
can germinate in a child’s conscience even years later. We can
turn to the heavenly Father and pray that He would invite
those who lost their faith back to the kingdom. Even in this
matter, we may leave our cares and sorrows in His hands.

Rejoice in the Lord Always
,QWKHEDWWOHZLWKWKHZRUOGRXUÁHVKDQGWKHHQHP\RIWKH
soul’s temptations, doubts come to mind: will I ever get to
heaven. It seems I have so little faith, I wonder if there is any
to be found at all. In the storms of the world it may go as it
did for the disciples who were in a boat on a lake when a
storm came. Jesus saved them when they cried to Him for
help (Matt. 8:24–26).
We do not have to fear. God is our comfort and helper in the
moment of distress (Ps. 46:2). Jesus encourages His own to
take heart, although they experience tribulations in this world,
for He has overcome the world (John 16:33). We do not have to
defeat the enemy of the soul, for Jesus has done this on our
behalf. His power is greater than the power of the enemy of the
soul. We also do not have to trust our own strength. We can
VLPSO\WDNHFRPIRUWLQ*RG·VJUDFH &RU 
The Good Shepherd encourages everyone to believe and
trust in His power. He has said that no one can pluck God’s
FKLOGUHQRXWRI+LV)DWKHU·VKDQG -RKQ :HKDYHD
refuge in God’s kingdom, where God protects us with His
armor (Eph. 6:13–17). We can trust in the power of the
gospel. One day we will enjoy perfect bliss in heaven’s home
and praise God for His great love. )

Originally published in Finnish in the SRK’s 2020 yearbook
of current topics Yhteyttä rakentamassa (Building a
Connection), Ed. Juha Luokkala and Ari-Pekka Palola
(SRK, 2020). Translated and published with permission.
Translation: S. Pylvainen
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YOUTH

PROVERBS 16:3: Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established.

Where Can Joy
Be Found?
CURRENT CONDITIONS under pandemic restrictions, cautions, fears
and grief have placed strain on the lives of young people. We have
read and certainly observed that students have paused in-person
learning and transferred to online learning. Some have lost jobs,
some have lost loved ones, while many lost hope and began to feel
depressed. Yet, God provided through all of these pressures, and
YGƂPFVJCVOCP[[QWPIRGQRNGUJQYVTWUVTGUKNKGPEGCPFGORCVJ[
FWTKPIVJKUVKOG1WT;QWVJRCIGTGƃGEVUVJGQRVKOKUOCPFTGUQWTEGfulness of young people who trust in God’s care and guidance, even
FWTKPIFKHƂEWNVVKOGU,Q[KUHQWPFQPVJKU;QWVJRCIG
PHOTO: KEILAH JOHNSON

<RXWKDQGWKHLUHOGHUVƓQGMR\LQHDFKRWKHU+HUH'DU\ODQG-DQ-RKQVRQ OHIW YLVLWZLWKWKHLU
grandchildren Connor Johnson and Shanna Edwards.

Joy is Available
Douglas Niemela
AS A YOUNG BELIEVER busy with school, work and other temporal distractions it is
a good reminder that joy is always available within the congregation and fellow believHUV2IWHQ,ÀQGP\VHOIIHHOLQJWLUHGDORQJWKHZD\DQGWKRVHDUHWKHGD\VWKDW,WU\WR
go to the homes of fellow believers and family members.
Having family close by is a great resource for hearing the gospel and feeling the sense of
belonging necessary to restore my faith and feel the freedom and joy available as a believer.
I have had weeks where I felt like the weakest believer, and that my light was dim. However, God cared for me, and I would end up at a church event or in the home of fellow
believers where the gospel message would uplift me. I could believe for one more day.
 $IWHU,KHDUWKHJRVSHOMR\UXQVWKURXJKP\HQWLUHERG\DQG,FDQFRQWLQXHIRUZDUG
I feel the most joy when I am at camps or other events with fellow believers my age.
Some of the best times are at unplanned activities such as dunes riding trips, hunting
trips and playing games. It is easy to forget all our cares and just have fun with friends.
 ,DOVRHQMR\VSHQGLQJWLPHZLWKP\IDPLO\5HFHQWO\,WRRNVRPHRIP\IDPLO\Á\LQJ
IRUWKHÀUVWWLPH,WZDVIXQWRVKDUHZLWKWKHPZKDW,KDYHEHHQZRUNLQJRQZLWKVFKRRO
and it made it all worth it. I plan on doing this more often with friends and family because
I want to share my life interests with them. Often, I miss events because of homework,
FKHFNULGHVDQGPRUHZKLFKFDQPDNHLWGLIÀFXOWWRVWD\FRQQHFWHGZLWKEHOLHYHUV,ZDQW
to be surrounded by believers and feel the joy of others who share my faith.

We do not always feel the joy that is available to us. It is easy to focus on my daily
VFKHGXOHEHFRPHVLQEXUGHQHGDQGIRUJHWKRZHDV\LWLVWRÀQGWKDWMR\DJDLQ7KLVMR\
is available to everyone, and it is always a relief to be able to hear the gospel, for a
moment free from temptations.
Because this joy is available to everyone, we want to tell others. If our light is shining,
then the people that we interact with daily can see this. Our joy also moves us to tell
others what it is that makes us happy. They too, can believe sins forgiven and feel joy.
When I was a freshman in college, I went through a stretch where I was sharpIRFXVHGRQP\FRXUVHZRUNDQGGLGQRWUHDOL]HWKDW,ZDVIRUJHWWLQJWKHPRVWLPSRUWDQW
DVSHFWRIP\OLIH²IDLWK,GLGQRWUHDOL]HLWXQWLO,ZHQWWR0RQWDQDFDPSLQJWKDW0D\
Surrounded by believers and listening to God’s Word, I felt a peace and joy that I had
not felt in months. Hearing the gospel was not enough, but I needed to personally hear
that my own sins were forgiven before I felt the peace that I had been missing. The joy
that I get from believing helps me to treat others better, and maybe my light shines
brighter. I hope my joy is felt by others around me.
It is sometimes said that believers have a sense of peace and joy that shines through
daily interactions with others. Perhaps this light shines best when we put sins away and
strive to stay on the narrow path. We do not have a list of dos and don’ts, because the
spirit guides us to make choices. Living the life of a believer is joyful because God has
chosen us to be His children. When I go to a youth gathering, I sometimes can feel joy
throughout the house, and it is a good reminder that we are together on this journey. )

PHOTO: BLAIR NIEMELA
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Youth Days at Kamp Kipa bring opportunities to share in the joy of togetherness.
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Prescott Haps Express Joy
Jackson Edwards
JOY IS A FEELING which is individual to each and every person. Joy
can often accompany other emotions such as comfort and love. Through
IDLWKDQGWKHOLYLQJJRVSHOWKHPHPEHUVRIWKH3UHVFRWWKDSVJURXSÀQG
joy. This joy is something they experience especially during the times
when they gather at church or at each other’s homes for haps.
Often the greatest feeling of joy comes from visiting with the elderly
and listening to them share experiences. This visit between young and
old teaches that we all go through similar trials in life. The feeling of
love within our congregation and the open conversations which everyone can have with each other is what each young believer looks forward
to when we gather, both as a congregation and as a youth group.
The world today may be slightly different than it was for generations
SULRU7KHDGGLWLRQRIVPDUWWHFKQRORJ\DQGWKHDELOLW\WRÀQGLQIRUPDtion on the internet may be chief among differences. Yet, this technolRJ\DVDPD]LQJDVLWLVFDQEHDFURVVIRUPDQ\WREHDUDVZHOO
Technology produces social media, and here is certainly a place
where the youth in our congregation struggle, especially when it comes
WRÀQGLQJMR\:KHQVRPHIULHQGSRVWVDWUDYHOSLFWXUHIURPVRPHwhere we haven’t been or is enjoying an experience that we would like,
we can feel the joy leave us. Perhaps many have developed his or her
own way of coping, but we can visit about these temptations and
forgive each other.
Haps gatherings on Saturday evening and Sundays after church consist
of many different activities that bring happiness. Our haps group varies
in number dependent on many different factors but at the moment
consists of twenty-six interesting individuals. Since we are a manageable
number, Saturday nights involve gathering at a local family’s home,
often playing card games or Four-on-the-Couch and singing songs and
hymns of Zion. If we are lucky, a discussion will surface between the
VRQJV2Q6XQGD\VZHJDWKHUDWFKXUFKIRUVHUYLFHV$IWHUFKXUFKLVRYHU
and the congregation parts, we young people stay in the parking lot and
FKRRVHDSODFHWRHDWOXQFKWRJHWKHU7KHQZHÀQGDSDUNWRVSHQGWKH
HQWLUHDIWHUQRRQSOD\LQJYROOH\EDOO:LIÁHEDOO)ULVEHHIRRWEDOORU
baseball, changing every Sunday dependent on consensus. In this way,
we expel our energy and live our happiness.
The joy of faith is something that we wish everyone in this world
could experience. One teen at haps expressed it this way: “The love and
care of the believers is something that can make even hardened criminals repent of their sins.” This love teaches us to also care for our
neighbor and to hope that even though our light of faith is often dim,
RXUDFWLRQVPLJKWVKRZWKRVHDURXQGXVWKDWZHDUH*RG·VÁRFNRI
children here on earth. )

PHOTO: DEVON HUHTA

Young believers in Prescott enjoy dining together after Sunday
morning services.

Perfectly Imperfect
Laine Keplinger

MY NAME IS LAINE KEPLINGER. I am
eight years old and the youngest in my
family. I live in Kelso, Washington with
my family and enjoy many different
activities. I was born with a rare medical
condition called Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI). Many people call it Brittle
Bone Disease, but it’s actually about
OQTGVJCPLWUVDTKVVNGDQPGU
We all have collagen in our bodies
and my collagen is not made properly.
I have less collagen than I should have,
which causes my bones to break more
frequently. Some of my bones are
curved and my joints are lax, so I tend
to sprain my ankles quite often also.
My eyes have less collagen in them so
sometimes bright light really bothers
me and gives me headaches.
My mom tells me I am lucky that I
have a happy personality. Sometimes I
get frustrated that I have OI, but then
I remember that there are more severe forms of OI, and I’m thankful that
God gave me the ability to walk, run,
and play. I get a treatment that helps
strengthen my bones and prevents
my bones from deforming over time. I
have met some kids with OI who are in
wheelchairs and have many more health
issues than I do. My friend Brennan with
OI lives in Minnesota, so when we make
trips there, I have been able to see him.
He is in a wheelchair and has a lot of
EJCNNGPIGUDWVJGKUUQHWPP[
When I have to go to the hospital,
my mom and dad make it as easy as
possible. My mom brings me to all my
appointments and always helps me. She
has learned how to make some of my
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N KEPLINGER
Laine (center) with her cou
sins Maris Lever (left)
and Elin Shulda.

ECUVUCPFKUCNYC[UƂZKPIVJGOUQVJG[
are comfortable. The nurses are nice and
kind, too. Often when I have surgery,
they give me a stuffed animal. When I
had a rod put in my leg, I could go to the
hospital playroom with my mom.
Sometimes I get sad that I can’t
do everything my friends do. I can’t
always keep up with them, but they
are usually good about waiting for
me or helping me. Often, I look well
and I don’t have a broken bone, but
my bones ache or hurt and it's hard to
explain that to my friends. I feel lucky
to have friends that love me and are
believing. Wishbone Day is an awareness day for OI. It’s on May 6 and many
people from all over send my mom
pictures of them wearing yellow for OI.
+NQXGUGGKPICNNVJGRKEVWTGU
I am glad that my mom and dad let
me do things. Some parents are afraid,
but my mom talked to other people
with OI who told her they would have
rather broken a bone and gotten to do
activities like ride a bike, jump on the
trampoline, or climb a tree. My mom
and dad let me be a kid even though
sometimes that is how I break bones.
The best advice I could give someone who is having a hard time is to be
thankful things are as good as they are.
Talking to someone also helps. Once
at Shriners Hospital I met a little boy
with no arms. I told my mom that I am
thankful God gave me arms, even if
they break. I try to remember that even
though my bones are imperfect, God
created my perfectly. )
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BILINGUAL

ARE YOU A MARY OR A MARTHA? Mary and Martha of Bethany are women of
the Bible who are dear to us. They are women we relate to, and Martha at least
has attributes we apply to others, calling them Marthas. Yet, we may forget that
these sisters were not only followers of Jesus, they were friends with Jesus. They
knew Him well, as a friend and as the Savior. They believed Jesus, their friend,
was the Son of God. Imagine Jesus bringing your dead brother back to life!
In SRK’s book Raamatun naisia Eevasta Priscaan (Women of the Bible from Eve to
Priscilla), Ed. Marja-Liisa Sivula and Raili Ojalehto (SRK, 2011), the raising of Lazarus
is viewed with fresh eyes. In the following excerpt, Noora Tala-Kopperoinen follows
Scripture closely in her retelling of the Lazarus’ resurrection.
ILLUS TR ATION:

SIRPA TUOMAA

LA

Raising a Brother from
the Dead

Veljen herättäminen
kuolleista

Noora Tala-Kopperoinen

Noora Tala-Kopperoinen

MARTHA AND MARY appear for the second time in the gospel of John together
ZLWKWKHLUEURWKHU/D]DUXV/D]DUXVZDVLOODQGKLVVLVWHUVVHQWDPHVVDJHWRWKHLU
friend and Master that their brother was sick. Two days after receiving this
PHVVDJH-HVXVOHIWIURP3HUHDWR-XGHDDQG%HWKDQ\ZLWKKLVGLVFLSOHV$WWKLV
SRLQWLQWKHVWRU\-RKQZULWHV´-HVXVORYHG0DUWKDDQGKHUVLVWHUDQG/D]DUXVµ
 /D]DUXVKRZHYHUGLHGEHIRUH-HVXVDUULYHG$FFRUGLQJWR-HZLVKWUDGLWLRQWKH
DLPZDVWREXU\WKHGHFHDVHGRQWKHGD\RIGHDWK/D]DUXVKDGDOUHDG\EHHQLQ
KLVJUDYHIRUPRUHWKDQWKUHHGD\VZKHQ-HVXVDUULYHG$IWHUKHDULQJWKHVRUURZ
and lament, many who lived nearby came to comfort Martha and Mary on the
death of their brother.
Martha went out to meet Jesus, and when she saw Him, she told Him, “Lord, if
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know that even now, whatsoHYHUWKRXZLOWDVNRI*RG*RGZLOOJLYHLWWKHHµ:KHQ-HVXVVDLG/D]DUXVZRXOG
rise again, Martha acknowledged, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at
the last day.” To this Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life; he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Jesus asked Martha,
“Believest thou this?” Martha said, “Yea, Lord, I believe that thou art the Christ,
the Son of God, which should come into the world.”
 $IWHUWKDW0DUWKDUHWXUQHGKRPHWRÀQGKHUEHUHDYLQJVLVWHUDQGWROGKHU´7KH
Master is come and called thee!” Mary also confessed her own faith: “Lord, if
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” Mary knelt at His feet and wept.
Jesus also wept.
 :KHQ0DUWKD0DU\DQG-HVXVFDPHWR/D]DUXV·JUDYH-HVXVDVNHGIRUWKHVWRQH
to be removed from the front of the grave. Martha was not pleased by this. She may
have thought that Jesus would wish to see His dead friend once more, and since
this was the fourth day after his death, Martha was reluctant. But Jesus lifted His
H\HVSUD\HGWR+LV)DWKHUDQGFULHG´/D]DUXVFRPHIRUWKµ$PLUDFOHKDSSHQHG
/D]DUXVDURVHIURPWKHGHDG,QIURQWRI0DUWKDDQG0DU\·VH\HVKDSSHQHGWKDW
which they had just professed to believe.
Many Jews who were guests at the house now believed in Jesus, some on the
other hand went to the Pharisees to deliver a malicious message. “Then from
WKDWGD\IRUWKWKH\WRRNFRXQVHOWRJHWKHUIRUWRSXWKLPWRGHDWKµ$VLWZDV
UDLVLQJ/D]DUXVIURPWKHGHDGZDVRQHRIWKHODVWPLUDFOHV-HVXVSHUIRUPHG
ZKLOH+HZDVRQHDUWK$IWHUWKLVWKHJRVSHOFRQWLQXHVZLWKDVWRU\DERXWKRZ
Jesus was to be killed. )

TOISEN KERRAN MARTTA JA MARIA esiintyvät Johanneksen evankeliumissa
yhdessä veljensä Lasaruksen kanssa. Lasarus oli sairaana ja hänen siskonsa
lähettivät ystävälleen ja Mestarilleen viestin, että veli sairastaa. Kahden päivän
päästä uutisesta Jeesus lähti opetuslasten kanssa Pereasta Juudeaan ja Betaniaan.
Tässä vaiheessa kertomusta ovat sanat: ”Jeesus rakasti Marttaa ja hänen sisartaan sekä Lasarusta.”
Lasarus ehti kuitenkin kuolla ennen Jeesuksen saapumista. Juutalaisen tavan
mukaan vainaja pyrittiin hautaamaan jo kuolinpäivänä. Jeesuksen saapuessa
Lasarus oli neljättä päivää haudassa. Kuultuaan surun ja valituksen monet
lähellä asuvat tulivat lohduttamaan Marttaa ja Mariaa veljen kuoleman tähden.
Martta lähti Jeesusta vastaan, ja heidän kohdatessaan hän sanoi Jeesukselle:
”Herra, jos olisit ollut täällä, veljeni ei olisi kuollut. Mutta nytkin tiedän, että
Jumala antaa sinulle kaiken mitä häneltä pyydät.” Kun Jeesus sanoi Lasaruksen
nousevan kuolleista, Martta totesi: ”Tiedän kyllä, että hän nousee viimeisenä
päivänä, ylösnousemuksessa.” Tähän Jeesus sanoi: ”Minä olen ylösnousemus ja
elämä. Joka uskoo minuun, saa elää, vaikka kuoleekin, eikä yksikään, joka elää
ja uskoo minuun, ikinä kuole.” Jeesus kysyi Martalta: ”Uskotko tämän?”
”Uskon, Herra”, Martta vastasi, ”minä uskon, että sinä olet Messias, Jumalan
Poika, jonka oli määrä tulla maailmaan.”
Sen jälkeen Martta palasi kotiin hakemaan surevan siskonsa ja sanoi hänelle:
”Opettaja on täällä ja kutsuu sinua!” Myös Maria ilmaisi Jeesukselle oman
uskontunnustuksensa: ”Herra, jos olisit ollut täällä, veljeni ei olisi kuollut.”
Maria polvistui Jeesuksen jalkojen juureen ja itki. Jeesuskin itki.
Kun Martta, Maria ja Jeesus menivät Lasaruksen haudalle, Jeesus pyysi, että
kivi haudan suulta otettaisiin pois. Marttaa tämä ajatus ei kuitenkaan miellyttänyt. Hän lienee luullut, että Jeesus halusi vielä kerran nähdä kuolleen ystävänsä,
ja koska oli jo neljäs päivä kuolemasta, Martta esteli. Mutta Jeesus kohotti
katseensa, rukoili Isäänsä ja huusi: ”Lasarus, tule ulos!” Tapahtui ihme: Lasarus
heräsi kuolleista. Martan ja Marian silmien edessä tapahtui se, mihin he olivat
juuri sanoneet uskovansa.
Monet vieraina olleista juutalaisista uskoivat nyt Jeesukseen, osa taas meni
fariseusten puheille kertomaan pahansuopaa viestiä. ”Siitä päivästä lähtien
neuvoston tavoitteena oli surmata Jeesus.” Lasaruksen herättäminen kuolleista
olikin Jeesuksen viimeisiä maanpäällisiä ihmetekoja. Tämän jälkeen evankeliumi
jatkuu kertomuksella siitä, kuinka Jeesus päätetään surmata. )

Translation: Eeva Kariniemi
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THE FATHER'S CALL

From the Highways
and Hedges
Ray Waaraniemi
I GREW UP IN A BELIEVING HOME, the eighth of twelve children. My mother was
called to the rest of the righteous when I was nine years old. I have a few memories of
her, but I wonder why the memories are so few. I wish I would have more. Nonetheless,
we were blessed with a loving and patient father who provided a secure home where the
gospel was preached and instructions for the endeavor of faith were taught through my
father and siblings.
 :HZHUHPHPEHUVRIWKH0LQQHDSROLVFRQJUHJDWLRQWKH1HZWRQ$YHQXHFKXUFKZDV
RQO\WKUHHVKRUWFLW\EORFNVDZD\IURPRXUKRPHRQ3HQQ$YHQXH2XUIDWKHUZRUNHGRQ
the railroad and often had to work Sundays so we children would walk to church for
Sunday school and services. There was also weekly Bible class which we attended
UHJXODUO\,ZDVFRQÀUPHGLQZKHQFRQÀUPDWLRQVFKRROZDVVWLOOKHOGLQWKH
EDVHPHQWRIWKHFKXUFKRYHUDWZRZHHNSHULRG(OPHU$ODMRNLZDVRXUWHDFKHU&DPS
work had not been implemented during my childhood and youth.
I had many Christian friends, some who lived in our neighborhood and many that I
would see at Sunday school and services. It was common to either have believing
friends over on a Sunday after morning services or go to a friend’s home. For us city
kids, it could be a trip out to the suburbs like Long Lake or Plymouth’s Oak Knoll area.
We would usually get back to our respective families at evening services. I also spent
many of my childhood summers and school breaks at Keranen’s farm in the Wolf Lake
area where I also had many Christian friends.
In inner-city Minneapolis, we grew up with the neighborhood children. We played
with toy cars and trucks in the back yards, played sports in the parks, walked to school
together and spent time in each other’s homes. These relationships with neighborhood
friends were innocent as children, but as I grew older, they brought dangers to my life of
faith. In the unbelieving homes I was exposed to a different home life than our secure
Christian home. Worldly life was there in the form of television, music, bad language,
use of alcohol and broken marriages.
I didn’t heed the instructions from my father and family, along with many other
believers, to give up worldly friends and associate with believers. But, instead of
UHVLVWLQJWKHGHYLO,ZDVHQWLFHGLQWRVLQDQGP\FRQVFLHQFHKDUGHQHG$WWKHVDPHWLPH
many young people from church were also falling away from faith, so I was running
with both, neighborhood friends from unbelieving homes and wayward youth from
EHOLHYLQJKRPHV,ZDVOLYLQJDQXQJRGO\OLIHLQWKHIUHHGRPRIWKHÁHVK
I still remember when I had to admit, to a dear Christian mother of one of my
friends, that I was no longer believing even though I was still attending services and
the gatherings of young believers. Unfortunately, it happened to me as James writes:
“Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then
ZKHQOXVWKDWKFRQFHLYHGLWEULQJHWKIRUWKVLQDQGVLQZKHQLWLVÀQLVKHGEULQJHWK
forth death” (James 1:14,15).
Life in the world for me was reckless, as it was for the prodigal son in Jesus’ parable,
who “wasted his substance with riotous living” (Luke 15:13). I attempted to bury any
memories of the Father’s house and pricks of conscience by immersing myself in
ungodly life with worldly friends. Resources were entirely spent to live in the freedom
RIWKHÁHVK/RRNLQJEDFN,VHHKRZGDQJHURXVP\OLIHVW\OHZDVWKHQGDQJHURXVERWK
in a temporal sense but more so in a spiritual sense. I can only thank God for His
protection from temporal death in those days. God also protected from many snares of
WKHHQHP\RIVRXOVZKLFKRQFHHQWDQJOHGLQZRXOGKDYHPDGHLWPXFKPRUHGLIÀFXOWWR
return to His kingdom and endeavor in faith.
Of the friends I associated with in the world many could be trusted, and many were
not trustworthy. They may have been friendly and fun to be with, but they were not
loyal friends whom one could rely on. Certainly, there could be no friends in the world
as are found in God’s kingdom – those who through the Holy Spirit can show concern
for one’s spiritual wellbeing.
 ,GLGQ·WUHDOL]HZKDWZDVKDSSHQLQJZKHQ*RGEHJDQWRDZDNHQPHIURPWKHVOHHSRI
sin. I became restless and unsettled. I felt I could no longer live at my childhood home
where the reminder of Christian life was ever present. On an impulse one evening, I
decided to leave and hitch hike to Florida. Thankfully, my brothers talked me out of
that foolish notion. They convinced me instead to move up north to the Wolf Lake area
where I had spent so many summers of my childhood and youth.
 0RYLQJDZD\IURPWKHFLW\DQGP\ZRUOGO\IULHQGVZDVWKHÀUVWVWHSRIP\UHWXUQ0\
Keranen family welcomed me back and were patient and willing to help me get back on

PHOTO: JULIANNE HOLDEN

5D\DQG/HDQGD:DDUDQLHPLGHOLJKWLQKROGLQJWKHLUƓUVWJUHDWJUDQGFKLOG$GGLVRQ+ROGHQ
Julianne and Matthew Holden’s daughter.
track. I was able, over time, to think more clearly. I started working and generally
LPSURYHP\OLIH·VVLWXDWLRQ%XWDOWKRXJKP\WHPSRUDOOLIHKDGLPSURYHGVLJQLÀFDQWO\,
didn’t feel a need to make repentance. Later, however, God took a hold of me in such a
way that I could no longer resist His call.
I was eighteen and staying at Robert and Nancy Keranen’s home at the time. There
were Spring services in Wolf Lake, with a few visiting ministers serving. Robert and
1DQF\KDGWKHPLQLVWHUVRYHUIRUGLQQHUWKDWGD\$V,UHFDOO(OPHU$ODMRNL5XEHQ
$ODMRNL/DXUL+DNVR3HWHU1HYDODDQG3HWHU1RUGVWURPZHUHSUHVHQW,NQHZWKDWWKH
ministers were going to be there for dinner. I didn’t want to be there, but somehow, I
couldn’t avoid it. It was an uncomfortable visit for me. Hakso came to talk with me
and lovingly asked me about my matters. I couldn’t say anything. It seemed that the
devil had ahold of my tongue. Then Nordstrom came to sit next to me, put his arm
DURXQGPHDQGDVNHGPHLI,ZDQWHGWREHOLHYH$WWKDWPRPHQWDOOP\GHIHQVHV
crumbled. I was able to weakly beg for grace. When the gospel was preached, the
weight of sin and the shackles of death were removed. I was able to experience true
freedom from sin and death.
There was great joy in the home as in the parable when “The father said to his
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
VKRHVRQKLVIHHW$QGEULQJKLWKHUWKHIDWWHGFDOIDQGNLOOLWDQGOHWXVHDWDQGEH
PHUU\)RUWKLVP\VRQZDVGHDGDQGLVDOLYHDJDLQKHZDVORVWDQGLVIRXQG$QGWKH\
began to be merry” (Luke 15:22–24). That evening, it was nice to go to services. There,
I was warmly welcomed by many who were now my brothers and sisters in faith and
escorts on the narrow way of life.
 $IWHUUHFHLYLQJWKHJUDFHRIUHSHQWDQFHP\IRRWVWHSVZHUHOLJKWDQGIRUDWLPHWKH
grace feelings seemed to carry me on the way of life. But as we know, in the endeavor
we experience both warm feelings and cold feelings. I then experienced the cold
feelings and had to simply believe. Salvation is not in our feelings, but by faith, both
conditions are acceptable (Rev. 3:15). I remember Hannes Kamula relating of when he
UHFHLYHGWKHJUDFHRIUHSHQWDQFH$WÀUVWKHIHOWWKDWIURPWKRVHZDUPJUDFHIHHOLQJVKH
could rise to heaven, but as time passed the warm feelings disappeared and cold feelings
came. He needed then to journey by faith.
Some years later I related to Lauri Hakso that I had experienced doubts about my
repentance because I didn’t want to repent that day. Lauri related of the parable of the
great supper. When those who were invited refused to come, the master of the house
gave instructions to his servants to bring in the poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind.
The master said, “Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in…”
(Luke 14:16–23). There’s no resisting anymore when the Father compels one to come
into His kingdom.
My life has been richly blessed. I have a believing wife, nine children, tens of
grandchildren and numerous friends in faith. God has provided abundantly for our
IDPLO\LQJRRGWLPHVDQGLQWLPHVRIWULDOV$ERYHDOOEOHVVLQJVWKHJUDFHWREHOLHYHKDV
been the greatest. To this day, I have been preserved in faith. )
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CAMP MATTERS
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We Are All Instruments of Christ’s Love
Matthew Keranen
THIS IS AN ARTICLE ABOUT KINDNESS at camp. It’s
also an article about how sometimes people are not kind
to others. I hope everyone reads this article all the way to
the end and ponders what he or she can do to foster
kindness at camps, or at other group activities. Or for that
matter, anywhere a person interacts with other people.
Even at home.
Camp season has started. If God so wills, the 2021
camp season will be able to proceed according to plan.
Many of us will attend camp. Kindness at camp is
everybody’s role, everybody’s business. Each of us, no
matter what age or what our role is at camp, has the
power to affect the outcome of each camp we attend
or work at.
I’d like to introduce a word into this article: bullying.
Bullying is a word that sometimes makes people stop
listening. They think they’ve heard enough about it or
else they think it doesn’t refer to them since they don’t
bully others. Or sometimes people might even say that’s
all we talk about. That is part (but only part) of the
reason I included the word kindnessLQWKHÀUVWVHQWHQFH
of this article, because that is something we can never
talk too much about.
Why does it pay for all of us to think of these topics?
One reason is that we here at the LLC have received a
number of letters asking us to write more about bullying.
That is a common request: write about bullying. Look,
for example, at the letter printed on page 7. We have also
received letters that contain heart-wrenching stories of
bad things, cruel treatment of others that has happened at
camps and other gatherings of believers.
In writing about bullying, I wish to expand on that to
include a spectrum of behaviors, from bullying to
kindness with many stops in between. Why should we
talk about a whole spectrum of behaviors? The answer is
because the fact that one avoids bullying does NOT
amount to kindness. The opposite of bullying is not
bullying, which still does not in most cases equate to
kindness, and in fact can even be complicit behavior if it
includes witnessing bullying by others. Instead, not
bullying often equates to ignoring or indifference, neither
of which are kind behaviors. That’s why we want to focus
on active kindness, not just on not bullying.
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 $PDLQSRLQWRIWKLVDUWLFOHLVWKLVHYHU\RQHFDQGR
something to prevent bullying. In fact everyone
SHOULD do what they can to prevent bullying. It’s
everybody’s business.

Affecting Camp Outcomes
Everyone at camp affects the outcome of a camp. Some
take a more direct role; for example, the director might
create the camp agenda that determines what campers do
throughout the day, which determines in part the ways in
which campers interact. The director also informs the
camp staff of expectations on how the staff will conduct
itself and interact with campers. Everyone plays a part,
and we can all learn from one another by example.
Children especially learn from the example that older
ones exhibit through their behavior. It’s good for all to
remember that actions and attitudes are more powerful
teachers than words.
Staff should talk before camp starts about what kind of
FDPSDWPRVSKHUHWKH\KRSHWRFUHDWH:KDWVSHFLÀF
actions will help create and maintain that good atmosphere? How can the staff lessen anxiety felt by campers
and ensure that all feel welcome? The answer is to make
sure that every camper, no matter what age, is seen and
heard and feels valued just as they are. Staff members
can ponder individually and together what that means and
how to achieve it.
 :KDWLVDVXFFHVVIXOFDPSRXWFRPH"$VXFFHVVIXO
FDPSLVRQHLQZKLFKDOOFDPSHUVIHHOWKH\ÀWLQDQGIHHO
they belong there, that it is good for them to be there.
When each and every camper feels welcome and like
they belong at that camp, that means many successes
have already occurred.
We have prepared a recipe that can help you foster
kindness at camps and contribute to a successful outcome. We know that there are already many wonderful,
creative things done at camps to help ensure a good camp
outcome. Our recipe – or set of suggestions – called
Kindness at Camp is Noticing and Including may provide
you with further ideas.

spread false rumors or offensive material about others
online or on social media. Bullying also encompasses
other kinds of behaviors.
So, what is bullying? Each of the points made below
ZRXOGGHVHUYHPRUHDWWHQWLRQDQGVFRSHWKDQÀWLQWKLV
article, so please consider this a brief overview. Perhaps in
another forum these topics can be expanded upon further.
Bullying is social, emotional, or socioemotional
YLROHQFH,WLVQHYHUDFFHSWDEOHRUMXVWLÀDEOH,WFDQVWHP
from many factors: attempts to gain attention, acceptance
or status, from the bully’s own insecurities, or jealousy, or
fear of otherness. It can stem from the bully’s own history
of being bullied, or even from mental health issues or a
personality disorder.
 $WLWVFRUHEXOO\LQJLVV\VWHPDWLFPLVXVHRISRZHUDQG
it often occurs in groups. In addition to the one who is
bullying and the one who is bullied, there are often other
participants – some who wouldn’t bully on their own, but
who will join in with what others are doing. This mob
behavior mentality may spur some to bully others to gain
status and acceptance from others whom they emulate or
admire. There are some who don’t do anything, even
WKRXJKWKH\VHHWKHEXOO\LQJ$QGWKHUHDUHWKRVHZKR
defend the one who is bullied.
 ,W·VLPSRUWDQWWRUHFRJQL]HWKDWEXOO\LQJLVQRWDQ
either-or kind of behavior. It’s not as if you’re either a
bully or a kind person. Instead, there is a spectrum of
behaviors from bullying to indifference to kindness, with
many stops in between. There is active bullying and
passive bullying. There is also passive kindness and, best
of all, active kindness. I don’t have room on this page to
tell about this spectrum exhaustively, but hopefully this
paragraph provides some food for thought. The main
point is that we can all do our best to veer toward the
kindness side of the spectrum.

Why Do People Bully?

What is Bullying?

Bullying is a way a person attains something they want
or need, such as attention, acceptance, status or
DQRWKHUIRUPRIJUDWLÀFDWLRQ:HFDQLGHQWLI\IRXU
general types of bullies found across a variety of
situations and environments:

When we talk about bullying, we often refer to people
who call each other names, speak poorly of others,
RVWUDFL]HRWKHUVKLWRUSXVKWKUHDWHQZLWKYLROHQFHRU

1) Those who themselves have challenges in homelife or
school life. Maybe they themselves have been bullied.
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They might seek relief for their own negative emotions
by taking it out on others.
2) Those that have a leader role in a group, who are often
admired for their social skills. They put down others to
maintain or raise their own status.
3) Those who are devoid of emotion or who even gain
pleasure in hurting others. Note that this is a marginal
JURXSWKDWLVVRPHWLPHVRYHUHPSKDVL]HGLQGLVFXVVLRQV
on bullying. Most bullies do not fall into this category.
4) So-called regular people who do dumb things in
groups. They go along with what others are doing
ZLWKRXWWKLQNLQJ$Q\SHUVRQFDQEHJXLOW\RIWKLV
They might feel guilty after the fact, or they might
shrug it away and think it wasn’t so bad. Maybe they
UDWLRQDOL]HWKDWRWKHUVHOVHZKHUHKDYHGRQHZRUVHVR
this wasn’t so bad. Or maybe they explain to themselves
that the bullied one brought it on himself or herself.

Factors That Contribute to Bullying
%XOO\LQJFDQDOVRRFFXUDVDUHVXOWRIFRQÁLFWVWKDWDULVHDV
children or youth learn to be together, to get to know one
DQRWKHUWRZRUNWRJHWKHULQDJURXS&RQÁLFWVDULVHZKHQ
children are taken away from their familiar environment
and come together in a situation where they know they
must be part of a group but don’t necessarily have the skills
to be part of that group. Some may choose unwise strategies, such as aggressive or bossy behavior. Others may use
questionable behavior to mask feelings of insecurity.
Bullying at its core often centers around tolerance of
differences. One important aspect of bullying that is
often overlooked is that when we talk about individuals,
psychology and environment, we fail to acknowledge that
LQEXOO\LQJRWKHUVFKLOGUHQRIWHQHPXODWHRUUHÁHFWWKDW
which is considered normal in their local environment,
their microsociety.
For example, if a child bullies based on ethnicity, this
PD\UHÁHFWZKDWWKHLGHDORUDFFHSWHGHWKQLFLW\LVLQWKH
bully’s community. If one bullies another based on
perceived sexual orientation (e.g. calling someone a homo),
the bully is simultaneously pointing out what the desired or
accepted kind of masculinity is in that community.
This leads to a situation in which a person who differs
in behavior or looks or demeanor or social skills or
knowledge level from what is considered “normal” or
what is aspired to, this person is more prone to be bullied.
These norms are determined not just at camp or at
FKXUFKEXWÀUVWDQGIRUHPRVWLQHDFKKRPHLQHDFK
FRPPXQLW\7KH\FDQEHLQÁXHQFHGE\WKHPHGLDE\
political decision-making and by other factors. Whatever
is considered normal or abnormal, acceptable or unacceptable, these create the basis for whether a person is
accepted as part of a given group or not. For this reason,
these norms must be discussed and acknowledged at all
levels, especially when children are bullied at camp or
other church events.
One discussion point that can help in this effort is the
following: how well are we taught to appreciate each
other’s differences? How well do we tolerate diversity?
What does God’s Word say about treating others?

What Skills Do Adults Need?
$GXOWVGRQRWDXWRPDWLFDOO\FRPHHTXLSSHGZLWKVNLOOVWR
handle situations in which someone is bullied. Overall,
we hear lots of talk about how people shouldn’t bully, but
we hear less on what each of us can do to address these
situations. What skills do adults need to effectively
engage with a young person or child who bullies? Where
can you even get such skills?
First of all, every gathering where youth are present
VKRXOGKDYHDQDQWLEXOO\LQJSROLF\7KHÀUVWPHDVXUH

WDNHQIRULGHQWLÀHGFDVHVLVGLVFXVVLRQDQGIROORZXS
monitoring, etc. If these don’t help, other measures may
be necessary. These guidelines are a good place to start
in helping adults deal with bullying. In addition, it is good
for an adult to gain the following:
• Knowledge of what bullying is. Bullying is rarely a
random act. There are reasons why it occurs. Knowing
the reasons can help prevent it.
• Knowledge on how to create an atmosphere from the
get-go where each is welcomed and supported, where
differences are tolerated and so on.
• Conviction that I can prevent this! Each of us can
work toward this. We must work together, it’s everybody’s business.
• Self-awareness of one’s own attitudes and behaviors. In
the camp context, each of us can ponder the following,
for example, along with the section below on attitudes:
What kind of signals do my attitudes and behaviors
send to others about what kind of campers are welcome here? What kinds of attributes and social skills
and looks and language use, what mannerisms and
hobbies and skills are valued and desired? Which of
these are rewarded with attention and favor and
warm-spirited camaraderie?

What Is Your Attitude?
When camp starts, staff and campers alike can keep their
eyes and ears open. Is everyone included? Does everyone
SDUWLFLSDWHLQJURXSDFWLYLWLHV"$UHWKHUHVRPHZKR
exhibit prickly behavior? Does every camper have a staff
member they feel comfortable talking to and being with?
Meanwhile, all involved in the camp can ponder what
factors might affect his or her attitude toward possible
occurrences of poor behavior at camp:

know what has happened. Give all involved a chance to tell
their story without jumping to snap judgments. It can help
to ask questions that aren’t directed at a person. Instead of
asking, “What did you do to her?” you can ask “What
happened here?” or “What led to this situation?” Make
sure you ask each involved what kind of help and support
they need and want. Even the one who has exhibited poor
or even cruel behavior needs support and love.
If you encounter and then follow up on an incidence of
bullying, believe what you hear. If falsehoods or exaggeration exist in the story, they’ll usually become evident.
It is good to remember that one who is bullied, especially
those who have a history of being bullied, may put on a
tough exterior, a veneer that rebuffs others’ attempts to
intervene and be kind. They might be used to acting a
certain way to ward off bullies or the bullies’ unkind
words and actions, but in the process they may ward off
those who are trying to help. Especially those with a
history of being bullied become wary over time of all
other people. It may be hard, especially in the context of a
short camp, to form that bond of trust that allows the
bullied one to accept kindness, love and support. Don’t be
put off by a wary one’s prickliness. It will melt over time.
This is a delicate subject to bring up, but it is important
that the staff would not “force” such a situation to end
with the bully asking for forgiveness from those she or he
has hurt. It may be that the parties involved are not ready
for that exchange. It can come with time, as God wills.
He can grant the heart and the desire to ask for – and to
grant to another – forgiveness. Instead, in the moment, it
may be better to reassure all present that wherever they
ÀQGWKHPVHOYHVWKH\FDQEHOLHYHDQ\DQGDOOVLQIRUJLYHQ
in Jesus’ name and precious blood. Remind them that
follow-up discussions will be held and that matters can be
talked about further.

• Were you bullied? Or have you sometimes bullied
another?
• What is your attitude towards bullies? Is your attitude
harsh and judging? Or is it one of questioning what
prompts the poor behavior? Do you think boys will be
boys, or kids are kids?
• What is your attitude toward the bullied? Do you hover
in over-protection mode? Or do you think that person
deserved it, he brought it on himself, she’s blowing it
out of proportion? Do you think that bullying happens
anyway, so people should just get used to it?
• What is your attitude toward the sexes? Do you think
e.g. boys are aggressive and girls are passive (or vice
versa)? Or boys are easy-going, and girls can be catty
and vicious?
• What is your attitude toward friendship? Do you feel
you can foster it? Or do you think you can’t force it, so
don’t bother trying?
This list of possible thoughts and attitudes does not imply
that you have them, nor is it meant to be a thorough list of
attitudes that people might have, but these are all real
examples from real life of thoughts that living, breathing
people have had. In any case, our own perceptions can
have an effect on how we perceive what’s going on
around us. So it pays to be aware of them.

What to Do When Bullying Occurs
,I\RXÀQGRXWWKDWEXOO\LQJLVRFFXUULQJRUKDVRFFXUUHGDW
camp, address it immediately. Don’t, however, assume you
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The main thing that a bullied individual should get to
hear from camp staff is as follows: what happened was not
your fault. You did not deserve to be treated like that. You
are not alone. I am here with you, I will listen to whatever
you care to say. You can ask me questions that may be
weighing on your mind. Jesus is also here with us, His
children. Jesus has promised to bear all His sheep in His
arms. Even when you are wounded and scarred from
others’ cruel treatment, Jesus wraps His arms around you
lovingly and tenderly. You can believe your sins forgiven.
When you know bullying has occurred, it’s also very
QHFHVVDU\WRWDONWRWKHRQHZKREXOOLHV$VORQJDV
bullying continues, the bullied child suffers, and the bully
may also be hurting inside. The earlier you do something
about it, the better. No matter the reason for the bullying,
bullies must learn to change their behavior, and that is
why each case must be dealt with tirelessly. If talking
doesn’t help end a bullying situation, then other measures
need to be taken.
Question the bully about their behavior. Why did they
do what they did? How did it start? Who started it? How
did they think it would end? Where did you learn this
behavior, who taught it to you? Often times the bully
doesn’t have clear answers to these questions.
 $ERYHDOODVNKRZ\RXFDQKHOSWKHEXOO\:KDW
support do they need? What will it take to help them end
this behavior? Who else could help them when they are
back at home?
It’s important to try awaken empathy. When the bully
understands how the bullying behavior feels to others, he or
VKHZLOOOLNHO\UHÁHFWRQKLVRUKHURZQEHKDYLRUPRUHHDVLO\
REMEMBER: if the bullying meets criteria of a criminal
act, then it should always be handled with authorities.
We can speak to the bully about caring for offenses and
EDGEHKDYLRUZLWKWKHJRVSHORIIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQV$QG
that even when one is free from the burden of sin, one
may still need to focus on changing one’s thought patterns
and behaviors. Remind the bully that he or she can also
get professional help to support him or her in this.
Camp staff can evaluate situations that arise and, as
deemed necessary, consider the following actions:
• File a camp report with the LLC: report what situations
arose and how they were dealt with. When shared with
others without names or other identifying information,
this can be a learning tool for future camp directors.

• Contact the involved ones’ home congregation, pastor,
Sunday school head or Home and Family liaison. Make
them aware of what has occurred, especially if both
bully and victim are from the same congregation.
• Consider referring those involved to other available
resources, such as counseling.

 $QDWWLWXGHRINLQGQHVVDQGDFWVRINLQGQHVVDQGWKHLU
good effect can be incorporated into camp lessons, camp
activities, even into the camp theme. The best examples
to share are Jesus’ teachings on loving one another.
Please refer to Kindness at Camp Is Noticing and
Including.

Prevention Points
• Form a kindness pact, as follows.

Kindness Pact
One useful tool in situations where bullying has occurred
is to create a kindness pact. This begins with a discussion
that results in a written agreement in which an adult
ZULWHVEULHÁ\
• What has happened?
• How the situation was resolved?

If you see someone being bullied, do something about it.
Every time. It’s everybody’s business. Here are thoughts
on ways to prevent bullying. Some of these are long-term
processes, but they can be applied even over the duration
of a brief camp experience.
1) Remember you’re a role model, whether you want to be
or not. What kind of model do we teach others,
especially children, through our own actions, through
how we treat others and talk to and about others? In the
adult world there can be trash-talking, harsh criticism
and labeling. Children learn from that too.

• What will happen or not happen hereafter?
• What does each participant promise?
• What will happen if these promises are not kept?
Each party involved signs and dates the pact. The camp
director keeps the written document for possible future
reference. It can later be discarded when no longer
necessary. In any case, it is essential that camp staff
follows up on this incident before camp ends. This allows
the one who was bullied the opportunity to discuss as
they wish and to feel they are taken care of. This equally
allows the one who bullied to feel they are also taken
care of and that they also can discuss.

Foster Kindness
In talking about fostering kindness at camp, it’s
important, I think, to insert a disclaimer here: we know
that this is something that is already done by many in
many camp settings. There are many acts of kindness
that occur every day a camp is held. Our point here is
to state that by giving these efforts special attention,
HYHU\RQHFDQUHDOL]HWKHLUUROHLQPDNLQJWKLVSRVVLEOH
DQGSHUKDSVHYHQPRUHRUDOOFDPSHUVZLOOEHQHÀWIURP
these efforts.

2) We can acknowledge that prevailing norms in society
come to camp right along with us. This means that
EHKDYLRUVDWWLWXGHVDQGDFWLRQVWKDWPDUJLQDOL]HRWKHUV
may be present at camp too. Youth are actually pretty
JRRGDWUHFRJQL]LQJDQGLGHQWLI\LQJWKHVH7KDW·VZK\
LW·VJRRGWRGLVFXVVWKHPZLWK\RXWK$VNWKH\RXWK
who is not being included at this camp. They may have
clearer vision on this than adults do.
3) Let everyone speak and engage. Children and youth
should be able to experience that they can tell their own
viewpoints, their thoughts and feelings without fear or
without being belittled or corrected. When children and
youth feel they are valued members of their community
or the group they are in, this will help them avoid using
harmful or wrong tactics to gain attention.
4) We have to talk to children and youth repeatedly
about being kind, about identifying bullying, intervening and preventing bullying. In doing so, we should
attempt to point out undesirable behaviors rather than
undesirable people. We can judge the actions, not the
actor. This knowledge and skill will carry into
adulthood. Children and youth can also learn that if
they are unable to intervene in situations they see, they
need to tell someone older.

In Closing
Let’s ponder this: even one positive experience in
childhood or youth can carry that child or young one for
a long time, even for the rest of their life. It can help the
\RXQJRQHWRVXUPRXQWGLIÀFXOWLHVWKDWPD\FRPHODWHULQ
life. Plus, kindness spreads! Kindness or an attitude or
desire to be kind to others that is strengthened at camp
can bear fruit later in all interpersonal relationships: at
Sunday school, at school, at work, at services, at haps,
even at home.
If this article contributes to a better camp experience
for even one person, then writing this article was very
ZRUWKLW$ERYHDOOPD\WKLVDUWLFOHUHPLQGDOOKRZZH
are blessed with the opportunity and the task of being
vessels of Christ’s love. We can share with others of
what we have been given: Christ’s soft and gentle and
yet brilliant love for our undying souls. When we show
kindness and love, we reinforce to recipients of that
kindness and love that they are welcome and wanted
here where children of God are together. That they have
sisters and brothers who can help and preach the gospel
ZKHQWKHLUVWHSVÁDJ7KDWWKH\WRRFDQWUDYHOZLWKWKLV
group, the group that every day is one day closer to
heaven’s home, where there are many arms that can lift
and carry. )
PHOTO: RAQUEL MONSAAS
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Kindness at Camp is Noticing and Including
Sandra Pylvainen and Matthew Keranen
$XWKRUV·QRWHZHERWKKDYHDEDFNJURXQGLQHGXFDWLRQ&ROOHFWLYHO\ZHKDYHÀIW\ÀYH\HDUVRIWHDFKLQJDQGVFKRRO
administration experience, mainly at the high-school level. We care deeply about the wellbeing of children and youth,
and this is the basis of this writing. A good start to an educational endeavor sets the stage for success.
EACH CAMP HAS ITS OWNVSHFLÀFSXUSRVHDQG
lessons, and kindness should be present throughout every
camp. This set of suggestions is designed to help you
foster an inviting camp climate. Many camps are short, so
these suggestions focus on the time before camp, the day
FDPSVWDUWVDQGWKHIROORZLQJÀUVWIXOOGD\RIFDPS(YHQ
at these short camps, focus on learning everyone’s names
and introducing each camper to the rest of the camp.

Task 1: Prepare with kindness mindset
1) Directors and staff become acquainted with each other.
Introductions help people feel included. Introductions
say, “You matter.”
2) Prepare yourselves to include others. Remember that
your own example is the best teacher, more powerful
than words.
3) Ponder what your attitudes are. Use M. Keranen’s article
from May 2021 Voice of Zion as a basis of discussion.
4) Talk about bullying, which is: abusive behavior that
involves phenomena of power and social dominance.
Even “good kids” may engage in this behavior, with or
without being aware of it. It can tie into popularity,
social dominance, even leadership: who is part of my
group, who is not? Who do I attach to for social credibility? Whose friendship increases my social standing?
a. Identify potential problem scenarios, such as campers
that spend time alone or don’t engage with others.
b. Ponder how to focus on kindness as a way of
preventing unwanted behavior, such as bullying:
• Camp theme: tie it to unity, caring for others,
NLQGQHVV(PSKDVL]HIULHQGPDNLQJDQGLQFOXVLRQ
• Plan all activities such that groups are mixed and
changed frequently
• Use intentional grouping, assigned seating
c. Plan how to intervene if necessary:
• One left out: befriend
• One being bullied: distract the bullies and engage
the one bullied in other discussion/activities.
Follow up with all parties later.
• $FWLYHH[FOXVLRQRIRWKHUVPL[JURXSVEUHDN
up cliques.

Task 2: Prepare for campers’ arrival
1) Study camper list and anticipate:
D$UHWKHUHFDPSHUVWKDWDUHVROHSDUWLFLSDQWVIURPD
congregation/area?
E$UHWKHLUNQRZQJURXSVRIVLEOLQJVRUFRXVLQV"
Known friend groups?
c. Campers with disabilities, special needs?
d. Neurodiversity, i.e. autism or other aspects of life
that may impact social behavior?
2) Prepare materials and activities for kindness promo:

d. Group interaction activities (e.g. Build highest tower
with marshmallows and toothpicks).

Task 3: First day: meet and greet campers.
1) Greet each camper. Make sure they know what to do
ÀUVWVHFRQGDQGWKHQDIWHUWKDW+HOSWKHPÀQGWKHLU
dorms and show them the schedule.
2) Have a designated “photo booth,” i.e. a backdrop
DJDLQVWZKLFKHDFKFDPSHU·VSKRWRLVWDNHQ$VVLJQ
staff to print photos and make a poster with faces and
names. Hang in staff room.
3) Make it clear to all that at this camp we will be open to
friendship with all, to extending friend- groups, to
opening existing circles of friendship to new members.
4) Conduct an ice-breaking and group-forming assembly or
activity right away. Go to eat and to dorms in new groups.

Task 4: First evening in dorms.
1) In dorm, counselors get to know each person’s name
YLDJURXSDFWLYLWLHVDQGQDPHJDPHV$VNWKHFDPSHUV
for e.g. favorite songs to sing to group singing sessions.
2) Counselors conduct brief one-on-one discussion with
HDFKFDPSHU&RXQVHORUFROOHFWVHJÀYHIDFWVDERXW
each camper on index card, one card per camper.
• Name, congregation, parents/guardians:
• Who do you already know at this camp?
• What is a surprising fact about you, a surprising
skill that you have?
• When I leave camp, I want people to remember
this about me:
• Something I don’t know about this camp (i.e.
VRPHWKLQJ,ZDQWWRÀQGRXW 
3) Collect camper cards to share with other staff.

RIA KERANE
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3) Pair off students and have each pair think of two
things that make a good camp. Prepare to list/tally
UHVSRQVHV$VNHDFKSDLURIVWXGHQWVWRQDPHWKHLU
ideas and list them on the board/screen. Group like
responses and keep a tally of how many groups
suggested them.
4) Compile these as a list and post them in a visible place
in e.g. the lunchroom.

Task 7: First day lunchtime:
1) Make up arbitrary rules to foster togetherness and
camaraderie, e.g.
• Tray swap: campers pair up. Each camper takes a
food tray for the other, asking how much they want
or what foods to avoid, etc. Pairs also sit together.
• Sit between people you’ve never talked to before.
• Eat with left hand only.
• )LUVWQDPHV$.XVHVSRRQRQO\ÀUVWQDPHV/²=
use fork only
2) Use lunchtime table groups to prepare for afternoon
activities or to e.g. plan random acts of kindness to be
carried out before the end of camp. It may be a good
idea to mention that a staff member/director has to
approve the act of kindness.

Task 8: Create camp collage.
$OOFDPSHUVFRQWULEXWHDYHUVHDTXRWHDVNHWFKD
doodle or an artifact to create a camp collage, which is
curated by staff.

Task 5: Staff meetings after camp has begun

7DVN&DPSDIƓUPDWLRQVRQƓQDOHYHQLQJRUƓQDO
morning of camp

1) Each staff member shares joys and challenges of day
in question.

1) Hang a piece of paper with small picture and name of
each camper on public wall space.

2) Discuss the campers as necessary and pertinent. If
some struggle to connect or are e.g. extremely anxious,
staff should pay special attention to them.

2) Counselors guide campers to write one positive thing
about other campers or e.g. own dormmates and post
them on the right paper.

3) Staff should commit to personal goal of talking to and
connecting with each camper before the camp is over.

3) Staff balances number of comments and edits as
QHFHVVDU\VRWKDWHDFKFDPSHUKDVSRVLWLYHDIÀUPDtions to take home with them.

4) Staff can study the index cards made in the dorms
by counselors.

Task 10: Collect feedback at a closing discussion

5) Consider ways to rotate counselors among groups, so
counselors can connect with as many groups as
possible. This also helps avoid the “favored big”
phenomenon, where campers wish to change groups
based on who their big is or isn’t.

 $WWKHHQGRIFDPSDVN\RXUFDPSHUVKRZVXFFHVVIXO
the camp was. Have a closing discussion as a whole
JURXSRULQVPDOOHUJURXSV6SHFLÀFDOO\DVNDOOWR
discuss whether they treated others with kindness and
whether they were treated with kindness.

7DVN1H[WPRUQLQJDVVHPEO\IROORZLQJŴDJ
raising, song, prayer, etc.

 $VNIRUIHHGEDFNRQWKHFDPSLQRUDORUZULWWHQIRUP
What did campers learn about active kindness at camp?
What forms of active kindness did campers witness
there? How was kindness incorporated into other lessons
and activities? If there were incidents where lack of
kindness was evident, how were these dealt with?

b. Contest to learn everyone’s names.

1) Group introductions. Each counselor brings group
forward and introduces each camper in a warm way,
handing each camper a name sticker as the introductions progress.

c. Make cool nametags.

2) Do another name game/contest.

a. New friend scavenger hunt (Find someone
who _____).

PHOTO: GLO
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3) Discuss this feedback at the closing staff meeting or
via email discussion after the camp. )
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Welcome to
Alaska St. John’s Services
June 25–27, 2021
To the poor the gospel is preached.
(Luke 7:22)
Friday, June 25
7:00

Service

Saturday June 26
3:00
6:30

Sept–May
Sunday school ............................................................................ 10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
1st Sunday communion
3rd Sunday evening service ........................................................ 7:00 pm
Song services 1st Friday of the month
Bible class Friday .......................................................................... 7:30 pm

Supper

ONTARIO

Lunch
2:00

Sunday school 9:15 am | Sunday service 10:30 am
For visiting minister and communion service details, see online calendar.
Chairman: 612-741-7615 | Secretary: 602-885-3105

Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am

Service
Closing Service

Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Lane, Wasilla, Alaska

Hand-Crocheted Baptism Gowns
Includes gown, cap, booties, slip and blanket.
$150.00 (+ shipping), proceeds to Brainerd LLC.
Contact 509-570-3467

Meeting place: Sturgeon Cromer Elementary School
5KNXGT5CFFNG4QCF(NCIUVCHH#<^NNEƃCIUVCHHQTI

Lethbridge Laestadian Lutheran Church

Service

Sunday, June 27

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Flagstaff

Chairman: Allen Pirness 403-894-0515 | pirness@hotmail.com
Secretary: Kris Ylioja 403-308-6170 | kylioja@hotmail.com

June–Aug

Discussion

10:00

SERVICE SCHEDULES
CANADA
ALBERTA

Toronto Laestadian
Lutheran Congregation
5579 Hwy 27, Cookstown, ON
Mailing address: PO Box 1035
Cookstown, ON, Canada L0L 1L0
Sunday school (Labour Day–Mother’s Day).............................12:00 pm
Sunday service (Labour Day–end of June) ................................ 1:00 pm
Sunday service (July–Labour Day) .............................................. 6:00 pm
Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Day Circle, Children’s Bible class, and song services
Friday (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) ........................................ 7:00 pm

Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
32424 N 43rd St, Cave Creek, AZ 85331
pllchurch.org | information@pllchurch.org
Chairman: 602-396-6929 | Secretary: 480-213-2201

Service Schedule
Phoenix Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................... 9:45 am
Glendale Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................... 6:00 pm
Sunday service .......................................... 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm
(1st Sunday Communion at all services)
Wednesday: Bible study .............................................................. 7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ................................................... 7:00 pm
Sunday service summer schedule .......................... 8:30 am & 11:00 am

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Prescott Valley
3120 Mountain View | PO Box 25517 | Prescott Valley, AZ 86312
Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday service (Communion–1st Sunday) ............................. 10:30 am
Wednesday–Bible class (except July) ....................................... 7:00 pm
Church: 928-775-5030
Chairman: 928-445-0407 | Secretary: 928-533-3347

Chairman: 416-688-5254 | Secretary: 905-936-6359
Church: 705-458-9568 (during services)

COLORADO

SASKATCHEWAN

Laestadian Lutheran Church of the
Roaring Fork Valley

Dunblane Laestadian Lutheran Church
Box 160, Macrorie, SK
Canada S0L 2E0
Phone & fax: 306-243-4837
Chairman: 306-243-4407
Secretary: 306-243-4836
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday services .......................................................................... 11:00 am
1st Sunday ................................................................................ 7:00 pm
Communion service 1st Sunday
Bible class (2nd, 3rd & 4th Friday) .............................................. 7:30 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ............................................................ 7:30 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday alt w/Outlook)............................ 7:00 pm

1859 N 1st St | PO Box 681 | Silt, CO 81652
Chairman: 970-618-7752 | www.llcrfv.org
Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services (1st Sunday Communion)............................. 10:30 am
2nd & 4th Sunday evening services ........................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Youth Bible class, Day Circle,
Home and Family, or song services ....................................... 7:00 pm

FLORIDA
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Florida
#HƂNKCVGF..%%QPITGICVKQP
Contact: Secretary – Russell Roiko 612-723-1422 or
Treasurer – Vesa Paukkeri 954-294-6567

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Outlook Laestadian Lutheran Church

UPCOMING LLC MISSION TRIPS

400 McKenzie St N
Outlook, SK Canada S0L 2N0
Phone: 306-867-8950
Chairman: 306-867-7530
Secretary: 306-867-9632
secretary.OLLC@gmail.com
www.outlookllchurch.org

Service Schedule (English & Finnish)
Apr–Nov

Dec–Mar

At homes
Contact above

Sunday–2:00 pm
St. Andrews Lutheran Church
928 South E St, Lake Worth

ILLINOIS
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Illinois
Chairman: 847-543-4121 | Secretary: 847-543-4121

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the LLC has
suspended foreign mission trips. We continue to
monitor the situation and will reinstate these activities
as it becomes possible. We remember in prayer our
DTQVJGTUCPFUKUVGTUKPHQTGKIPOKUUKQPƂGNFU

REMEMBER:
Service personnel, or their families may submit the
names and addresses of active duty members of the
armed services to appear in this space. Consider a gift
subscription to the Voice of Zion or recorded sermons
for your loved one who is in the service.
Note: Mail to all service personnel uses
regular U.S. postage rates.

LCPL Huhta, Blake
PO Box 91561
Yuma, AZ 85369-1561
218-539-9941
L CPL Ryan Kako
PO Box 8482
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547
Loren & Ashley Krey
PO Box 4724
Fort Eustis, VA 23604
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Sunday school (Sept–May)..................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service (June–Aug) ................................. 10:00 am
Sunday service (Sept–May) .................................. 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday
Sunday evening service (1st & 3rd Sunday) ......... 6:30 pm
Bible class (Friday) .................................................. 7:00 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ....................................... 7:00 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday) ..................................6:30 pm

June–Aug

Sunday school ............... 10:00 am Sunday services............ 10:00 am
Sunday services ............ 10:45 am
Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Bible class last Sunday of month

MICHIGAN
290 Fairground,
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-451-0500
www.dllchurch.org

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Service Men and Women in Prayer and with Mail

Mark & Angela Hoikka
6819 Dorothy Louise Dr
San Antonio, TX 78229-4905
Mark 623-332-7113
mhoikka@hotmail.com
Angela 623-337-0258
angela.hoikka@gmail.com

Welcome to our services!

Sept–May

Eric & Rosella Randall
2914 Gamewell Cir.,
Eastover, NC 28312
CPL Randall, John
1/4 DET 1, USS MAKIN ISLAND
Wpns Co, 81's plt, Alpha sec.
Unit 89041
FPO AP 96610-4100
MIDN 3/c Nels Waaraniemi
PO Box 15141
Annapolis, MD 21412
njwaaraniemi@gmail.com
763-607-6973

Saskatoon Laestadian
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Chairman: Briar Siljander 248-978-2982 | bsiljander@gmail.com
Secretary: Julie Honkala 248-224-1399 | juliehonkala@yahoo.com

Chairman: 306-343-1116 | saskatoonllc.org
Sunday school (Sept–Apr) .........................................................12:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (Sept–Apr) .............. 1:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (May–Aug) ............12:30 pm
Bible class / Song services – Friday (Sept–Apr) ........................ 7:00 pm

UNITED STATES
ALASKA
Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Ln, Wasilla, AK 99654 | Chairman: 907-315-1197
Sunday school (during school year) .........................................10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................11:00 am
Bible class – Wednesday .............................................................7:30 pm
Song services – 1st Wednesday .................................................7:30 pm

ARIZONA

SEPT–MAY:

Sunday services
Sunday school
Bible class
Song services

11:00 am (Communion on 1st Sunday)
9:45 am
7:00 pm on 1st & 3rd Wednesday
7:00 pm on 1st Wednesday
alternating with Bible class.
Youth Bible class 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesday
Day Circle 10:30 am on 1st Saturday

Ishpeming Laestadian Lutheran Church
567 Washington St, Ishpeming, MI 49849 | 906-485-1791

Sunday (Sept–May)

Sunday (June–Aug)

Sunday school .................9:45 am
Worship service .............11:00 am
6:30 pm

Worship service.............. 11:00 am
7:00 pm

Communion service – First Sunday | No evening service – Last Sunday

Wednesday (Sept–Apr) Bible class ......................................... 7:00 pm
Song service or discussion – First Wednesday

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Glendale

Pelkie Laestadian Lutheran Congregation

Chairman: 623-556-6911 | Secretary: 623-810-2911

Church address: 15439 Pelkie Rd, Pelkie, MI 49958 | 906-353-7531
Mailing address: 22399 Broemer Rd, Chassel, MI 49916
Chairman: Albert Hongisto 906-482-0878
Secretary: Roy Pikkarainen 906-482-2166
Pastor: James Frantti 906-483-0712

LLC of Glendale is holding services jointly with
Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church until further notice.
See the current service schedule at pllchurch.org
Please check the website for any location changes.
Website: http://www.llcofglendale.org | Email: info@llcofglendale.org
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Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sundays: Worship service......................................................... 11:00 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................................. 11:00 am
2nd Wednesday: Bible study ..................................................... 6:30 pm

SERVICE SCHEDULES
MINNESOTA
Brainerd Laestadian
Lutheran Church
& Manor
1501 S 8th St, Brainerd, MN
218-829-5745
Chairman: 218-828-0536 | Secretary: 218-829-8055

Welcome to our services!
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
1st Sunday: Communion service
Wednesday evenings: Online devotion services...................... 7:00 pm
Sunday school (held in homes during school year)

Cokato Laestadian
Lutheran Church
16144–20th St SW, Cokato, MN 55321
320-286-2413
Sunday school (during school year) .......................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................................. 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
Discussion ............................................................................... 7:00 pm
3rd & 4th Sundays:Services ...................................................... 10:30 am
Services.................................................................................... 7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services .................................................. 7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday: Bible class .................................... 7:00 pm
Chairman: 612-490-4103 | Secretary: 763-237-4663

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Elk River
8595 201st Ave NW, Nowthen, MN 55330
Mailing Address: 551 Marcia Dr, Big Lake, MN 55309
Chairman: Adrian Pirness 763-360-0820
Secretary: Becky Randall 763-274-1454

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday evening service* ............................................................. 6:30 pm
Wednesday activity* .................................................................... 7:00 pm
*No evening service on the 5th Sunday;
**The 1st Wednesday of the month is either
home services or song services.

Rockford Laestadian
Lutheran Church
741 Ibarra Ave NE, Buffalo, MN 55313
763-497-8211
Sunday morning service .......................................... 9:00 am & 11:30 am
1st Sunday: Communion service
Sunday school (Sept–May) ........................................................ 10:15 am
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sunday evening services ............................... 6:30 pm
1st Sunday: Finnish sermon
4th Sunday evening youth discussion........................................ 6:30 pm
Wednesday evening: Bible class ................................................ 7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services* ............................................. 7:00 pm
*Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr
Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari | 763-291-5818 | jhaapsaari@rllchurch.org
Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 763-710-0266
Secretary: Jeff Hanson 763-568-2645

MONTANA
Flathead Valley Laestadian Lutheran Church

25 Juniper Ave NW, Menahga, MN 56464
218-564-4064 | www.llcmenahga.org
Chairman: 218-538-6583 | Pastor: 218-564-4702
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services ......................................................................... 10:30 am
1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:00 pm)
Wednesday Bible class, song services, or home services ....... 7:00 pm

Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Services............................................... 7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Wednesday: Bible class ......................................... 7:00 pm
5th Wednesday: Song services ................................................... 7:00 pm
3rd Friday: Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr ..................... 7:00 pm
For visiting minister and communion service details,
see online calendar at fvllchurch.org

NORTH DAKOTA
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Williston
Meeting place: Zahl Community Center,
3rd Street (west end of), Zahl, ND 58856
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
Visiting Minister & Communion service: 1st Sunday of every month
Chairman: 602-908-9982 | Secretary: 928-499-9098

WASHINGTON
Longview Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
Service Schedule
Sunday school (Sept–May)
1st–4th Sundays ....................................................................... 9:15 am
5th Sunday ............................................................................... 5:15 pm
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
Youth discussion ...................................................................... 6:30 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Service .............................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
5th Sunday: Service ...................................................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Song service or service ..................... 7:00 pm
Website: llc-longview.org (Sunday 10:30 am service webcast)

Minneapolis Laestadian
Lutheran Church
13030 47th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55442
763-553-1601 | www.mllchurch.org
general@mllchurch.org

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services ......................................................................... 10:30 am
Sunday evening services ............................................................. 6:30 pm
1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:30 pm)
Wednesday evening .................................................................... 7:00 pm
Bible class, song services, or home services (Sept–May)
Services (June–Aug)
All Sunday morning sermons and special services are webcast
live from our website: www.mllchurch.org

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of Monticello
1860 County Rd 39 NE, Monticello, MN 55362
Chairman: 612-616-2252
Secretary: 612-298-5095
www.llcmonticello.org
Sunday School (Sept–May).......................................................... 9:15 am
Services (1st Sunday Communion) ........................................... 10:30 am
2nd and 4th Sunday: Services ..................................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday–Bible Class (except 1st Wednesday) .................... 7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* ............................................. 7:00 pm
*Home & Family Discussion Evening–Oct, Dec, Feb, and April

Wolf Lake Laestadian Lutheran Church
Wolf Lake, MN | 218-538-6708 | www.wlllchurch.org
Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:45 am
Sunday worship .......................................................................... 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday each month ...................................... 11:00 am
Friday – Bible class ....................................................................... 7:00 pm
Communion 1st Sunday even numbered months all year .........6:00 pm
2nd Sunday G.P.A. Nursing Home service ................................ 2:00 pm

Do you enjoy writing, photography,
or working with digital material?
Are you gifted in music, painting or drawing?
Are you bilingual?
Are you willing to share your talents
with us and everyone in Zion?

We hope to hear from you!
2NGCUGƂNNQWVVJGXQNWPVGGTHQTOQPVJG
LLC website by going to Events > Volunteer
or llchurch.org/volunteer
Once we get your volunteer form,
we will send you an email with our wish list.

Meeting Place: East Side Grange - 27 Creston Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901
Chairman: 406-309-4388 | Secretary: 406-314-2871

PO Box 2795 | Longview, WA 98632-9635 | 360-425-7410

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of Menahga

Help Wanted

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of the North Sound
Service Location: Highland Elementary
3220 113th Ave NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258
Chairman: Paul Jacobson 425-280-4240
website: llcns.org
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible class (last Wednesday song services) ......... 7:00 pm
(school year)
2nd Sunday/month service or discussion .................................. 6:00 pm

Seattle Laestadian
Lutheran Church
22420 - 102nd Ave SE
Woodinville, WA 98072
www.seallc.org
Mailing address: PO Box 981, Monroe, WA 98272-4907
Sunday school (during school year) ........................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
2nd Sunday: Services ...............................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
3rd Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
4th Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
Youth discussion .................................................................... 7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible class ............................................................. 7:00 pm
Church: 360-668-7116 | Chairman: 360-668-6382

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Spokane
Address: 35213 N Dalton Rd | Church: 509-276-7635
Mailing: PO Box 1896, Deer Park, WA 99006 | www.llc-spokane.org
Chairman: 509-280-9696 | Secretary: 509-276-7509
Sunday school (Sept–May): ......................................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................. 10:30 am
Service ...................................................................................... 1:00 pm
2nd Sunday: Service.................................................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
3rd, 4th Sunday: Service ............................................................ 10:30 am
1st Wednesday: Song service ..................................................... 7:00 pm
2nd, 4th Wednesday: Bible class ................................................ 7:00 pm

THE VOICE OF ZION

Thank you!

Editors: Matthew Keranen, mkeranen@llchurch.org
Sandra Pylvainen, spylvainen@llchurch.org
Layout: Annette Johnson, ajohnson@llchurch.org
LOCAL PUBLICATIONS DIRECTORS
Wendy Agbowada, Rockford, MN . . . . .wlhendrickson@gmail.com
Heidi Aho, East Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . nathanheidi.aho@gmail.com
Michelle Bowen, North Sound, WA . .michellebowen2001@yahoo.com
Deanna Byman, Longview, WA . . . . . . . . . . bymandm@gmail.com
Vanessa Byman, Williston, ND . . . . . . . . vaness1515@hotmail.com
Connie Erickson, Spokane, WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ctericks@aol.com
Peggy Glynn, Menahga, MN . . . . . . . . . . . . peggyglynn@msn.com
Gina Haapala, Elk River, MN . . . . . . . . . . . ginahaapala@yahoo.com
Christina Jacobson, Ishpeming, MI . . . tinananny2011@gmail.com
Keilah Johnson, Prescott, AZ . . . . . . . . . keilahroxanne@gmail.com
Taryn Johnson, Flathead Valley, MT . . . . . .tarynmattila@gmail.com
Shelby Jurmu, Monticello, MN . . . . . . . . . . . shelbyj229@gmail.com
Keith Kariniemi, Cokato, MN . . . . . . . . . keithkariniemi@gmail.com
Andrea Lahti, Roaring Fork Valley, CO. . . . . . .lahtial14@gmail.com
Brittany Laulainen, Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . rblaulainen@mtaonline.net
Brooke Loukusa, Seattle, WA . . . . . . . . . . . loukusa.be@gmail.com
Andrea Mattila, Minneapolis, MN ............... ahmattila@hotmail.com
Eija Mikkola, Toronto, ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vmikkol@gmail.com
Kendra Parks, Saskatoon, SK . . . . . . . . kendra.e.parks@gmail.com
Russ Roiko, Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .raroiko@reagan.com
Martha Rousu, Phoenix, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . .merousu@hotmail.com
Tiina Savolainen, Lethbridge, AB . . . . . . . . tiinasisko@hotmail.com
Lynn Siljander, Detroit, MI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lmsiljander@gmail.com
Karin Simonson, Dunblane, SK . . . . . . . . . . . . kls514@mail.usask.ca
Leah Simonson, Outlook, SK . . . . . . . . . leahsimonson@gmail.com
Rachael Smith, Glendale, AZ . . . . . . . . deserteyecare@yahoo.com
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Voice of Zion & Christmas in Zion:
North America Print Edition, $54/year
International Print Edition, $80/year
Shepherd’s Voice: North America Print Edition, $31/year
International Print Edition, $50/year
The current issue of the Voice of Zion and Shepherd’s Voice may
be purchased as a PDF download under eBooks for $5.00/each.
To order and renew subscriptions, go to the “Subscriptions” tab
on the LLC’s online store, www.llchurch.org.
Address Changes: Go to www.llchurch.org. Under Publications
tab complete “Change of Address” form. Also update your
address in your online store account to ensure continued delivery.
Note to U.S. residents: Subscriptions are sent bulk mail and are not
forwarded. Submit change of address information as soon as possible.
For subscription assistance, contact Ruth DeLacey at rdelacey@
llchurch.org or 763-479-2422.
ADVERTISING RATES
Small Ad (3" x 2" or less): $15.00/month
Large Ad (3" x 2" or more): $25.00/month
Note: minimum 15 euro charge for advertising invoices sent to Europe.
Announcements:
Birth, engagement, wedding and card of thanks: $17.00
Death: $35.00
Submit information on the forms at www.llchurch.org > About >
LLC Organization > Publications > Voice of Zion Announcements.
Contact Annette Johnson at ajohnson@llchurch.org with inquiries.
Submit death announcements and inquiries to Ruth DeLacey at
rdelacey@llchurch.org
Ads must be submitted by the 1st of the month preceding the
month of publication.

LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (LLC)
212 West 3rd Street, Monticello, MN 55362
Phone: 763-479-2422 | Fax: 763-479-2133 | info@llchurch.org
1HƂEGJQWTUs/s(

Chairman:
Jim Frantti
home: 906-483-0712
jfrantti@llchurch.org
Executive Director:
Eric Jurmu
cell: 763-402-3695
ejurmu@llchurch.org

Visit the LLC website at: www.llchurch.org
Site includes:
- Live sermons
- News and notes
- Publications information
- Online store
- Articles and presentations
- Camp activities enrollment
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2021 LLC Phoenix
Winter Services Online
March 18–21
The Word Spoken
at Phoenix Winter Services
PHOTOS: LLC ARCHIVES

Sandra Pylvainen

At the Friday evening service, Curt Simonson of Cokato, Minn., spoke of the tower of Babel.

PHOENIX WINTER SERVICES were broadcast online March 18–21, 2021 from the
//&RIÀFHLQ/RUHWWR0LQQHVRWD7KHWKHPHIRUWKHVHVHUYLFHVSRVWHGRQWKHIURQWRI
the pulpit read: “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth” (John 17:17). Twelve
sermons, among these one from Hannu Kallunki of Finland, two presentations and a
closing speech were included. Between speeches, the Service Coordinator Sarina
Siljander scheduled continual programs.
Participants at these services included the many volunteers who served as techniFLDQVUDGLRKRVWVDQGPHGLDFRRUGLQDWRUV,QWKH//&RIÀFHDWDQ\JLYHQSRLQWWHQWR
ÀIWHHQSHRSOHZRUNHGDWWKHLUDSSRLQWHGWDVNVDURXQGWKHRIÀFHRUVDWLQWKHFRQIHUHQFHURRPWROLVWHQWRWKHVHUPRQ$WKRPHRYHUFRPSXWHUVFRQQHFWHGWRWKH
services on YouTube or listened on Mixlr via the Laestadian Lutheran Church
website, llchurch.org.
On Friday evening, speaker Curt Simonson from Cokato, Minnesota spoke about how
God confounded the languages of the builders of the tower of Babel. The Genesis 1
VWRU\RIWKHWRZHURI%DEHOLVIDPLOLDUEXWFDUULHVQHZVLJQLÀFDQFHLQRXUWLPHVZKHQ
believers live in many continents on this earth. Simonson explained that the tower was

built by people who spoke one common language to draw nearer to God “onto heaven.”
God allowed this building by humankind; yet it was evident that they were building
without God. Therefore, God confounded the languages of the people to impede their
progress. God does not want things to go so well for us that we begin to forge another
way to heaven, Simonson explained. He has already created a salvation plan for us. This
SODQLVUHDOL]HGLQWKHSUHDFKLQJRIWKHJRVSHORIWKHIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQV7RGD\ZHVHH
that God allows human progress, and we know that He will end it when He wills. The
message of God’s kingdom belongs to all languages. Today in Ecuador believers hear
the services on a weekly basis via Zoom, all a result of the pandemic restrictions. God
allowed the coronavirus and its economic and social trials, yet from this He has
furthered the work of the kingdom.
The story of the tower of Babel was especially interesting in light of how the service
LWVHOIZDVVWUHDPHGOLYHRQOLQHSRWHQWLDOO\UHDFKLQJDQ\FRXQWU\RQHDUWK$V6LPRQVRQ
assured the listeners, God’s will and His work is done today. He can confound, and He
can open hearts and understanding through His Word. )

Hear What the Spirit Says
Jim Frantti, chairman of the LLC Board of Directors, gave
the welcome and kept the opening service. Frantti has given
many online sermons, from last year’s winter and summer
services to the evening devotions he records at home in front
of his wife and other family members. He has also served at
live online services with Ecuadorian service guests. In those
services, he enjoyed seeing the many familiar faces from his
eighteen mission trips on his screen.
7KRXJK)UDQWWLÀQGVLWGLIÀFXOWWRVSHDNWRDQHPSW\
room, tonight he imagines all the people listening online in
their own homes. Maybe even in far reaching countries that are unknown to us.
Following tradition, Jim Frantti used the service motto from John 17:17 for his text.
He told how “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing through the word of God.” This is
$SRVWOH3DXO·VPHVVDJHWRWKH5RPDQV6DQFWLI\LQJWKURXJKWKH+RO\6SLULWPDNHV
God’s Word a living Word. Jesus taught that the Spirit quickeneth. Jesus sent His Spirit
to the believers. He called it the Spirit of Truth and also the Comforter. We are able to
sit in the hearing of God’s Word and can say that this is how I believe and it is comforting. We are comforted that we are on the way to heaven.
Frantti pointed out how society is changing, the enemy is battling against God’s
kingdom. Therefore we must hear what the Spirit says, hear with open hearts that we
will be lead in the right way. God’s Spirit will not lead us astray.

Rick Nevala spoke from the shortest chapter in the Bible,
Psalm 117. It contains seventeen words in two verses. The
Israelites used this song as one of their Passover songs.
Nevala pondered what Martin Luther said about this
psalm. He discovered that Luther wrote thirty-six pages on
what this psalm meant to him.
1HYDODH[SODLQHGWKHÀUVWZRUG´SUDLVHµEULQJVWRPLQG
“Halleluja.” Praise is to sing to Him. The nations refer to
the Gentiles or people of this world. It is a call for the
world to praise the Lord. There are many who have
received the grace of repentance. How did they come to understand they should praise
the Lord? The Word is preached through weak and poor servants. Once a man said he
hadn’t intended to repent when he came to services, but God touched him. He felt totally
undressed until there was only one thing to do – repent. We wish to praise God, as in
familiar song of Zion “Sing O People of the Lord.”
Why should we praise God? His merciful kindness is great towards us. We don’t have
to create our own belief system. We can just follow Him. We should praise God so that
His truth endureth forever.
 7KLVSVDOPSUHVHQWVDQLPDJHRIXVFDOOLQJWR*RGLQSUDLVH1HYDODVXPPDUL]HG
Calling to God is central to our lives. The gospel is the center of our lives. It can turn
the one that doesn’t believe to believe again. )

Based on their experiences serving at 2021 LLC Summer Services online, broadcast technicians Darrel Hillukka and Aaron Nikula (left) and Bob Hall (center) along with video technician Tim
+LOOXNND ULJKW ZHUHFRQƓGHQWWKDWWKHRQOLQH:LQWHU6HUYLFHVZRXOGJRVPRRWKO\RQFHWKH\KLWWKHŏ*R/LYHŐEXWWRQ,QGLVFXVVLQJWKHVHZD\VRIVHUYLQJWKHPHQH[SUHVVHGWKHSUD\HUWKDW
OLVWHQHUVZRXOGƓQGWKHRQOLQHVHUYLFHVEURDGFDVW
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Volunteers Share Thoughts
about Home and Faith
I think my homeland is
beautiful.

2.

I live in Buffalo, Minnesota.

3.

My home community looks
OLNHVPDOOWRZQ$PHULFD

4.
5.

6.

I see other believers as
precious escorts.

7.

When we gather around God’s
Word we can be thankful to
be one of God’s own and feel
the unity of God’s Spirit.

8.

Remembered with love and longing by:

$SRUWLRQRIWKH%LEOHWKDWVSHDNV
to me is “For where your
treasure is, there will your
heart be also “ (Matt. 6:21).
10. In my outward life, my faith
is shown when people hear I
have 11 children.

My home in heaven waits for me,
and there my journey’s end will be.
My spirit yearns to go to rest,
CPFUKIJUQHNQPIKPIƂNNO[DTGCUV(SHZ 567:1)
Thank you for remembering us all with your many
ECTFUƃQYGTUVJQWIJVUCPFRTC[GTU

11. I rejoice that we can still freely
gather and hear God’s Word.
 $FKDOOHQJHWKDW,KDYHLQP\
life is worrying about life in
the future and putting all my
trust in God.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Leslie “Les” S. Halonen
Born May 19, 1962
Golden Valley, Minnesota
Called to his heavenly home
April 13, 2020
Loretto, Minnesota

His wife: Kari

My home community is a
small town. Buffalo has a cute
and inviting downtown by
Buffalo Lake. The big stores
and shops are a mile from
downtown.

Mother: Lorraine Hillukka

5.

6.

7.

I see other believers often;
there are many believers who
live nearby my family.
When we gather around
God’s Word, I am uplifted to
know I am not alone on this
journey to heaven. My heart
yearns to hear God’s Word
and the Gospel.
In Christianity, my responsibilities include helping with
video and audio archiving.

 $SRUWLRQRIWKH%LEOHWKDW
speaks to me is the portion
that speaks about how the
Lord is my Shepherd, and He
leads His lambs to food and

Children: Derek (Ashley), Bethany (Tyrone), Jason,
Dustin, Kelsey, Megan, Amber, Troy and Jenna.
11 grandchildren
Mother-in-law: Inez Seppala
Brothers: Nealen (Jean), Keith (Rebecca)
and Perry (Melanie)
Many, many relatives and friends.
drink. He protects us and
cares for us and loves us.
 ,QP\RXWZDUGOLIHP\IDLWK
is shown every day in the way
I speak and conduct myself. I
am often asked, Did you hear
this song? Or have you seen
this movie? I simply answer
QR$GLVFXVVLRQPD\RUPD\
not follow
10. I rejoice that I can gather
freely with other believers to
sing sons of Zion and discuss
matters of faith and life.
 $FKDOOHQJHWKDW,KDYHLQP\
life is raising four young boys
with my wife. We have a
four-year-old, two-year-old
and seven-month-old twins.
My life is quite busy.

NEW ARRIVALS
Born to
Adam & Maria Wuollet
Glendale, AZ

I think my homeland is: my
temporal homeland is in
0LQQHVRWD86$EXWP\
spiritual homeland is heaven.

In the United States, life as a
believer is blessed. I can
gather with other believers
freely and enjoy the
fellowship.

Williston, ND

Preceded in death by his parents Ernest and Lempi
Seppala, brother-in-law Earl Keskey, and one step
great-grandchild.

1.

4.

&
Jaclyn Alice Rintamaki

Sister: Rhita Keskey

Remembered with love and longing by:

My occupation is machinist.

Williston, ND

15 grandchildren, 5 step grandchildren, 18 greatgrandchildren, and 49 step great-grandchildren

In Christianity, my responsibilities include teaching my
FKLOGUHQWKH$%&·VRIOLYLQJ
IDLWKWKRXJKGLIÀFXOWDV,IHHO 13. In the future I would like to
like my own knowledge and
be able to travel to Summer
understanding is so small.
Services in Finland again! )

3.

Tait Anthony Siltala

Children: Loren (Gerry), John (Lori),
and Kari (Les) Halonen

My name is Stan Laulainen

2.

March 16, 2021

His wife of 64 years: Inez

My occupation is mother,
grandmother and homemaker
In the United States, life as a
EHOLHYHULVÀOOHGZLWKRSSRUtunities to gather with other
believers, to attend services
and other events of the
believers.

Born September 1, 1927
Laurium, Michigan
Called to his heavenly home
January 5, 2020
Crystal, Minnesota

My name is Linda Hillukka
1.

Karl E. Seppala

ENGAGEMENT

Preceded in death by his father Paul Halonen,
stepfather Ray Hillukka, father-in-law Karl Seppala,
sisters Helen and Arlene Halonen
Joy in heaven, joy, everlasting joy!
Joy is the angels’ hymn!
Alleluia, alleluia!
There saints are free from sin.
From that unnumbered throng
goes forth the rising song:
O Lord of hosts, amen!
Joy in heaven, joy, everlasting joy –
all knowledge is complete.
We shall see Him in His beauty,
our Bridegroom we shall meet.
No language here on earth
can tell of heaven’s mirth.
O Lord of Hosts, amen! (SHZ 587 1,2)

#DQ[

Weston Donald
March 4, 2021

Born to
Ryan & Anniina Niemela
Saskatoon, SK
#IKTN

Briony Myla
March 14, 2021

Born to
Mitchell & Mariah Laho
Buffalo, MN
#IKTN

Saylor Jean
April 4, 2021

Born to
Ken & Ann Byman
Silt, CO
#IKTN

Liisen Pearl
May 13, 2021

We’d like to express our heartfelt thanks for all of the
ECTFUOGCNUIKHVUCPFƃQYGTUHTQOKPFKXKFWCNUCPF
congregations. We have been very blessed. May God
bless you and keep you.

12. In the future I would like to
visit believing friends from
when I attended Ranua opisto
during the 2006–2007 year. )
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A PLACE OF WATCHING

San Antonio
is Our Place
of Watching

PHOTO: ANDREA GRANGROTH

Mark and Angela Hoikka and their family are stationed in San Antonio, Texas.
Angela Hoikka
As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things
(2 Cor. 6:10).
WE ALL TRAVEL AND STRUGGLE on this journey of
faith, especially now when we can live amid a congregation
and often feel as lonely as lepers. During this time of
pandemic, some – especially those who have pre-existing
conditions, are restricted from the simplicity of human touch,
a smile, a reassuring act or embrace.
 7KHYHUVHDERYHIURP$SRVWOH3DXOFDSWXUHVWKHVHQWLPHQWV
RIRXUPLOLWDU\OLIH$OWKRXJKRXUIDPLO\·VFRPPLWPHQWKDV
often carried us far from our home congregations, it has
always dropped us among other lonely believers. Here in San
$QWRQLR7H[DVZHDUHIRUWXQDWHWREHDEOHWRWUDYHOWR
Tauriainen’s home in Houston where we have been welFRPHGWRKRPHVHUYLFHVRUJDQL]HGURXJKO\HYHU\TXDUWHU
Here we can visit with other local believers and enjoy
fellowship and news from around the world. Military life has
been kind to us and brings displaced enlisted believers
together. Often the weary traveler comes to our doorstep.
 $OWKRXJKZHDUHIDUIURPVHUYLFHVZHKDYHQHYHUIHOW
closer; we were able to attend summer services as everyone

else did this year, and we have also enjoyed being
‘members’ of the Detroit congregation again. Virtually,
we have been able to attend services and join in the
visiting after services with our Detroit family. This has
been so important for our faith. Via the Zoom service,
we know that we are cared for and are also accountable
for our children attending Sunday school and services.
It would be so easy to fall asleep in faith. We might
carry on with household chores during services, receive
messages and news updates that distract us from God’s
Word. Planning activities for Sunday morning and
making the excuse that we could tune into services
anytime has stopped now that we are attending services
with a congregation of believers, greeting with God’s
peace as we Zoom in to hear God’s Word. In this time,
it has been necessary for myself as a weak child of
God, to be held accountable for my actions.
The absence of believers has made the novelty of a
visit more precious and necessary, as the absence of
health made me value the ability to move – it reminds
me not to take simple things for granted.
While we lived in England, I was crippled by
rheumatoid arthritis, riddled by pain and swelling,
unable to take stairs and too weak to lift a newborn.
This experience taught me to appreciate the miracle of

health. The ability to put pressure on my feet and turn a
door handle every day is a great gift. This capability I
now have may not last. Regardless, I will give prayers
of thanksgiving everyday it does, and prayers of
thanksgiving for other gifts when it does not.
Those of us who have little children to hug and guide
us must admit how few the prayers of thanksgiving are.
$VLWKDVDOZD\VEHHQIRUXVZKHQZHKDYHPRYHGWRD
new location, it is the children’s excitement and vigor
– their faith – that carries us. It is our responsibility to
love and support this faith of the child and let them
remind us to keep childlike faith ourselves. To support
ourselves and for present and future generations, we
can put aside our pride, analytical thoughts or anything
that separates us from salvation and simply believe our
sins and doubts forgiven. We can also remember how
Paul told the Thessalonian believers to recall the joy
they felt when they were given grace to believe: “Ye
became followers of us, and of the Lord, having
UHFHLYHGWKHZRUGLQPXFKDIÁLFWLRQZLWKMR\RIWKH
Holy Ghost” (1 Thess. 1:6).
Dear believers, remember us and others far and near.
Continue visiting the lonely. Love and bless our
brothers and sisters, especially when they are too weak
to ask. )

PHOTOS: ANGELA HOIKKA

LEFT: The Hoikka family attended services last year at the home of of Nida and Marko Tauriainen in Houston, Texas. RIGHT: Caroline Kuopus (left) along with Ken and Edna Kesti (seated on
sofa) were also present. Phil Huhta of the Glendale, Ariz., congregation served at the home services.
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