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O Jesus, Thou the Bread of Life,
art in this feast so holy,
and unto poor and languished souls
Thou comest with Thy mercy.
SHZ 230:1

Easter
Read about Easter on pages 4–7 and 10–11.
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EDITORIAL

Be a Believer!
Petri Hotari
I RECALL A MOTHER greeting her children who were
heading out the door with “God’s Peace,” followed by
“Remember to be a believer.” Why did this mother want
to remind them? Was there a premonition of events that
would reveal differences and boundaries between
believers and unbelievers? Was there an unsaid prayer for
children going into a world but not being part of it? There
is danger to faith when the world and unbelievers become
too close and when boundaries are blurred.
Believers have the gift of the Holy Spirit that calls, gathers
and unites into the one saving faith. They want to travel
together towards heaven battling against sin and living of the
gospel of the forgiveness of sins. When a believer greets
another with God’s Peace, it acknowledges a common faith
that is shared. God’s Word warns against greeting those
who do not believe in the same way (2 John 1:10–11).
Unbelieving youth in our area noticed young believers
greeting each other in public and this prompted questions.
It is good to answer questions about faith.
In this case, answers were happily provided, but
VRPHWLPHVTXHVWLRQVPD\EHGLIÀFXOW-HVXVFRPIRUWLQJO\
reminded that when you are questioned the Holy Spirit
helps provide answers (Matt. 10:19). Believers can answer
HYHQGLIÀFXOWTXHVWLRQVE\VLPSO\FRQIHVVLQJFKLOGOLNH
IDLWK6RPHWLPHVLWKHOSVIRUPDQDQVZHUE\ÀUVWDVNLQJ
ourselves “What does God’s Word say?” and “What do
the believers say?”
 ,QWHUDFWLRQVZLWKXQEHOLHYHUVFDQEHGLIÀFXOWHVSHFLDOO\
when there is an invitation to partake in worldly lifestyles. Peer pressure to conform to the world battles

against a conscience that warns of danger to faith.
Especially the youth can be tempted by sin in its many
forms related to unbelieving friends and their worldly
lifestyles. This temptation does not leave when one ages.
Today’s virtual world can draw a believer into regular
contact with unbelievers where confession of faith
EHFRPHVGLIÀFXOWDQGHYHQDEVHQW
God’s Word clearly warns about fellowship with
unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14) and this applies also to the
temptation to seek for a spouse outside of God’s kingdom.
Paul instructs, “Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate saith the Lord” (v. 17). This means
that interactions with unbelievers should be friendly and
respectful but with boundaries drawn by confessing faith
so one can “be a believer.”
While there may be danger to faith in interactions with
unbelievers, there is also a perspective of hope. The
believer can encourage one to come and hear God’s Word
at services of the believers and to pray that God would
lead unto footsteps of repentance. Whether such an
invitation is accepted is in the hands of our heavenly
Father. It is God who calls unto repentance and He may
use the internet to help in this! If the invitation is
rejected, the believer can be free and rejoice of his or her
personal faith that has been preserved in a clean conscience. This is the most important matter.
When a loved one is drawn away from faith through
love of the world or departs from God’s kingdom
having been deceived by the enemy of souls or wrong
spiritual teaching, a believer’s spiritual relationship
with that person is changed. That relationship naturally
becomes the same as our relationship with other

unbelievers. But hopes, prayers and love towards the lost
one remain strong especially in terms of family bonds or
closeness of once-shared spirit.
There may even be those who, during times of spiritual
battle don’t actually leave, but with human reason
continue to persist with questions that cause unrest
among the believers. It is important to approach such
persons in the love of Christ, which teaches patience and
forbearance, but to seek answers based on the Word of
God within His congregation. Our prayer would be that
God would help us with the wisdom that Apostle Paul
encouraged the believers in Colossae: “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another” (Col. 3:16). However, Paul also
taught about the importance of protecting childlike faith
in confusing situations such as had occurred in the
congregation at Rome: “Mark them which cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17).
Jesus instructed, “No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). The reminder to
“be a believer” is to serve God and endeavour on the way
of faith putting sin away when it besets. Sometimes the
gospel is needed moment by moment and under its care
believing friends become so dear! When sins are washed
away from the conscience, a believer can feel like a
stranger and foreigner amidst the unbelieving world – yet
even in weakness and stumbling he or she can feel the
most fortunate to be traveling on the way that leads to
heaven’s glory! )
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THE MEETING WAS RANCOROUS and alarming fruits
were evident in many speeches. The year was 1973 and a
congregation had gathered to discuss and decide whether or
not to go along with the Calumet Mission Board’s decision not
to call or use Finnish preachers in North American member
congregations. The congregation’s membership ultimately
voted in the majority to join the Mission Board in cutting ties
with the Finnish believers’ central organization and to ban
guest speakers from Finland “until things settle down.”
The minority – the children of God who remained in love
and unity with the believers of Finland – could no longer feel
WKDWWKH\KDGDVSLULWXDOKRPHLQWKDWÁRFN&RPSHOOHGE\WKH
Holy Spirit to leave, they rose as one and made their way
toward the door. One woman, who had been especially vocal
against them, couldn’t contain herself as she sat on the
armrest of a pew swinging her leg. “There go the losers!” she
said of the departing ones.
Among those leaving was a young woman, a good friend
of ours. She shared that she, too, felt that she couldn’t
remain there, even though all of her family remained seated.
As she got to the door, her father reached her, and with a
concerned look, embraced her and tried to hold her in,
pleading, “Don’t leave.”
Wishing that he, too, would feel and see what she felt and
saw, she said, “Dad, I have to go where Christ is.” She recalls
how his countenance immediately changed from an imploring
expression to one of aggravation, and instead of drawing her to
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him and keeping her in, he began pushing her over the
threshold and out the door.
Was this encounter merely two people disagreeing at a
threshold? Surely, they loved each other as father and daughter
and did not wish to be separated. Nevertheless, they both knew
WKDWWKHWKUHVKROGWKH\VWUDGGOHGVLJQLÀHGPRUHWKDQWKHORZHU
frame of the building’s doors. At that moment it also symbolized a border – the border of God's kingdom.
To help me understand that scene and learn from it, I have
visualized that the young woman and her father weren't free
agents, but theirs was the earthly manifestation of a much
larger pitched battle for undying souls. Spiritual battle was
being waged. The Holy Spirit and a foreign spirit both spoke at
the meeting that formally divided the church’s membership.
The minority hearkened to the voice of the Holy Spirit and
followed it to “where Christ is.”
The 1973 schism, of course, changed many things. It
spiritually divided congregations, families, even married
couples. Disagreements on points of doctrine, formal votes,
debate points, etc. are in the end matters that can be discussed
and mutually resolved if the partakers in a conversation are of
the same spirit. If the truth, love, and being “where Christ is”
is the utmost goal of the discussion, common understanding
can be achieved. When the Holy Spirit, which “calls, gathers,
and enlightens” guides the discussion and we hearken, we
remain in Christian love and unity. And our feet remain on the
same side of the threshold. )
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News and Notes from LLC
Eric Jurmu
FOR THOSE LIVING in northern lands who
experience long dark cold days of winter,
March welcomes longer days and the hope of
spring. This year March also marks the
Lenten season which leads us to the celebration of Easter and the Lord’s resurrection.
One day, at the end of this journey, children
of God will close their eyes of faith to open
them in the glorious resurrection in heaven,
and there, experience spring eternal.

Updates on LLC Activities
• Online 2021 LLC Winter Services
broadcast will begin at 8 p.m. CDT,
Thursday, March 18, and continue through
Sunday afternoon, March 21. Visit the
LLC website for details.
• An extra day of meetings for LLC Board
and staff will take place during the
Winter Services weekend. The extra day
of meetings will give opportunity to
discuss short- and long-term planning
needs of the LLC.
• Planning has started for the 2021 online
Summer Services and are planned to
RULJLQDWHIURPWKHQHZ//&RIÀFH:H
hope to have a regular daily schedule of
services which will be broadcast with both
audio and video feeds. Details will be
communicated on the LLC website and on
social media as they develop.
• Many prayers have been offered as the
LLC Board and Pastoral Committee works
on plans for a continent-wide meeting on
May 7–8. The purpose of the meeting will
be to discuss spiritual concerns affecting
North American Zion.

BILINGUAL:
Mary’s Grief and Joy
Page 18
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CAMP MATTERS:

Easter Celebrations

Pharisees and Sadducees

Adeline God’s blessing as she begins her
ZRUNDWWKHRIÀFH
• Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
(PLLC) has begun their search for a
new full-time pastor to replace Harri
Vahajylkka, who returned to Finland in
July 2020. The Phoenix congregation
hopes that this will continue to be a shared
position between PLLC and the LLC. We
pray and trust that God will guide this
search as He has guided those in the past.
For more information about this pastoral
position, please reach out to Andy Kesti in
Cave Creek, Ariz.
• 3URJUHVVRQWKHQHZRIÀFHIDFLOLW\LQ
Monticello, Minn., is coming along very
well. Many volunteers have been working
diligently on the project. At the end of
February, interior framing was complete,
electrical and plumbing rough-ins were
mostly complete and drywall hanging was
started. We plan to move into the new
RIÀFHLQ0D\,QWKDWFDVHRXU6XPPHU
Service broadcast will originate from the
QHZRIÀFH
• A new songbook app for purchase is
planned to be released in June. It will
contain songbooks from three organizations, Songs and Hymns of Zion (LLC),
Siionin Laulut ja Virsikirja (SRK) and
Sions sånger och psalmer (SFC). The
development was necessary as the old
songbook could no longer be upgraded to
new technology.
• The annual camp staff workshop was held
on March 4 in support of those asked to
serve at 2021 LLC camp events.
• The biennial LLC Ministers Camp will be
held at Stony Lake Camp April 9–11. The
main focus of the camp will be on timely
topics and spiritual concerns experienced
in North American Zion.

• Kathy Laho retired as Communications
Administrative Assistant on February 28.
Kathy worked over 14 years in various
VXSSRUWLQJUROHVDWWKH//&RIÀFH5HSODF• Summer camps are being planned as
ing her is Ruth DeLacey. We wish Kathy
scheduled. Necessary precautions will be
abundant blessings in retirement, and
taken as COVID-19 guidelines evolve
ZHOFRPH5XWKWRKHUQHZGXWLHVDWWKHRIÀFH
throughout the summer. Online enrollment
is open on the LLC website to register.
• $GHOLQH0ROOZDVKLUHGDWWKH//&RIÀFH
LQ)HEUXDU\WRÀOO+HOHQ+LOOXNND·V
May God continue to bless His work as
position as Mission Work Administrative
only He can. )
Assistant. We welcome her and wish
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2021 LLC LECTIONARY
PASSION WEEK

EASTERTIME

March 29, 2021
Monday of Passion Week
Jesus in Gethsemane
Ps. 102:1–9; Jer. 18:19,20;
1 Pet. 2:21–24; Matt. 26:30–56

Easter Night
Christ has overcome death
Ps. 30:1–5; Gen. 1:1–5,26–28
(29,30),31–2:1; Gen. 8:1–12
(18–22); Exod. 14:8,10–16,21,22;
Isa. 55:1–7; Ezek. 36:24–28;
Rom. 6:3–11; Col. 3:1–4;
Mark 16:1–8

March 30, 2021
Tuesday of Passion Week
Jesus examined
Ps. 69:1–4(6–9); Isa. 52:13–15;
1 Cor. 1:18,19; Matt. 26:57–27:10
March 31, 2021
Wednesday of Passion Week
Jesus is sentenced
Ps. 69:16–22(29–33);
Isa. 49:1–6; Rom. 5:6–11;
Matt. 27:11–32
April 1, 2021
Maundy Thursday
The Lord’s Holy Supper
Ps. 111:2–5; Exod. 12:1–8,11–14;
1 Cor. 10:16,17; Matt. 26:17–30
April 2, 2021
Good Friday
The Lamb of God
Ps. 22:6–19; Isa. 53;
Heb. 5:7–10; Heb. 10:12–20;
Matt. 27:33–54
Jesus’ Hour of Death
Jesus dies
Luke 23:44–49; Matt. 27:45–56;
Mark 15:33–41
Good Friday Evening
Jesus is buried
Ps. 142; Isa. 53:9–11;
Matt. 27:55–61
April 3, 2021
Passion Saturday
Jesus in the grave
Job 19:25–27; 1 Pet. 3:18–22;
Matt. 27:62–66

April 4, 2021
Easter Day
Christ is risen!
Ps. 118:15–23(24); Hos. 6:1–3;
Isa. 25:8,9; 1 Cor. 5:6–8;
Matt. 28:1–8
April 5, 2021
2nd Day of Easter
Meeting the Resurrected
Ps. 16:8–11; Ps. 73:23–28;
1 Pet. 1:18–23; Matt. 28:8–15
THE WEEK AFTER EASTER
April 6, 2021
Tuesday after Easter
Ps. 105:1–6(7–10);
Acts 13:23–33; Luke 24:36–49
April 7, 2021
Wednesday after Easter
Ps. 96:1–6; Acts 2:22–32;
John 21:1–14
April 8, 2021
Thursday after Easter
Ps. 68:19,20; Acts 8:26–40;
Mark 16:9–16
April 9, 2021
Friday after Easter
Ps. 40:5–8; Acts 23:1,6–11;
Matt. 28:8–15
April 10, 2021
Saturday after Easter
Ps. 100; Eph. 5:8–14;
Matt. 28:16–20
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Fasting Is Walking
alongside Christ
n the church calendar, Shrovetide immediately precedes the Lenten
period, and the name for this time (Esto mihi, which is Latin for “be for
me”) refers to preparing for a period of fasting. The actual pre-Easter
fasting, which lasts forty working days, begins with Ash Wednesday. Lent
– the time of fasting – culminates in the Passion Week preceding Easter.
Nowadays, fasting is spoken of in many different ways. More and more people are
focusing on mental wellbeing and calm. Fasting for some can be an aspiration for a
simple lifestyle. For another, it can mean stopping in the midst of a busy day to think
about what is important and essential in life.
 7KHUHVKRXOGEHPRUHWDONDERXWWKHVSLULWXDOVLJQLÀFDQFHRIIDVWLQJ)DVWLQJLQWKH
Lutheran tradition invites us to examine ourselves and exhorts us to be obedient to God’s
will, to follow Jesus, to carry the cross and to help our neighbor. It is a great opportunity
to quieten and pause before the Word of God.
The biblical content of Lent is revealed by following the course of the church year. The
church calendar consists of Bible texts which address the salvation history, and it opens to
us God’s revelation in all its richness. On Shrove Sunday, Jesus’ public works reaches its
turning point. The journey to Jerusalem, toward suffering and death, begins. But it is on this
YHU\SDWKWKDWWKH6RQRI0DQLVJORULÀHG'LYLQHORYHWULXPSKVDVLWVXEPLWVLWVHOIWRGHDWK
Lent is a time of preparation for the great celebration, Easter. As such, it means joining
Christ and in our hearts walking alongside Him in on the way of suffering, which has
EHHQWKHPRVWGLIÀFXOW/HQWRUIDVWLQJLVSUHSDUDWLRQIRU-HVXV·FUXFLÀ[LRQ²DQG+LV
joyous resurrection.
From the viewpoint of salvation, it is essential that one relies on the gospel of God’s
kingdom and believes in Jesus, who suffered and died for the sins of all the world. With
His resurrection, He won over the power of sin and death and opened the way to heaven
for His followers. )

I

This article was originally published in Finnish as the editorial in the February 26, 2020,
issue of Päivämies. Translated and published with permission.
Translation: M. Keranen

The Bread
of Life
Duane Pirness
I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the
wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.
I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any
man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread
WKDW,ZLOOJLYHLVP\ÁHVKZKLFK,ZLOOJLYHIRUWKHOLIHRIWKH
world. The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying,
+RZFDQWKLVPDQJLYHXVKLVÁHVKWRHDW"7KHQ-HVXVVDLG
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the
ÁHVKRIWKH6RQRIPDQDQGGULQNKLVEORRG\HKDYHQROLIH
LQ\RX:KRVRHDWHWKP\ÁHVKDQGGULQNHWKP\EORRGKDWK
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my
ÁHVKLVPHDWLQGHHGDQGP\EORRGLVGULQNLQGHHG+HWKDW
HDWHWKP\ÁHVKDQGGULQNHWKP\EORRGGZHOOHWKLQPHDQG,
in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the
Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is
that bread which came down from heaven: not as your
fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this
bread shall live forever.
John 6:48–58
esus went up into a mountain with His
disciples. He was followed up there by a
great multitude of people who had seen the
miracles that He performed on people with
various illnesses and disabilities. When He
saw the great throng, Jesus wondered how to feed them and
asked Philip what they should do. Andrew said that a boy
WKHUHKDGÀYHEDUOH\ORDYHVDQGWZRVPDOOÀVKHVZKLFK
ZRXOGFHUWDLQO\QRWEHHQRXJKWRIHHGDFURZGRIDERXWÀYH
WKRXVDQG-HVXVKRZHYHUWRRNWKHEUHDGDQGÀVKHVDQG
blessed them, and the disciples fed the people. After
everyone had been fed, the leftover fragments were gathHUHGWKH\ÀOOHGWZHOYHEDVNHWV7KHSHRSOHWKRXJKWWKDW
Jesus was the prophet that should come. Jesus feared they

J
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The King of Glory’s
Lowly Way
Sam Roiko

ILLUSTRATION: LLC ARCHIVES

would take Him by force and make Him into a king, so He
departed from them alone.
The next day, the people found Jesus on the other side of the
sea. Jesus told them that they were looking for Him only because
He had fed them the previous day. Jesus told them that they
should not desire the food that perishes, but rather that food
which leads to everlasting life, which He could give to them. The
people asked how they could do that which God required of them,
and He replied, “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent” (John 6:29).

Who Cometh to Me Shall Never Hunger
The people didn’t understand this at all, confusing the manna
which God fed their fathers in the wilderness with the bread from
heaven. When the people said that they wanted the true bread
from heaven, Jesus told them, “I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst” (John 6:35). This offended the people who said
that Jesus was a man whom they knew and whose parents they
knew, and that He couldn’t say that He had come from heaven.
The Jews complained among themselves about what Jesus said,
because they could not believe upon Him; they could not believe
that He was the Son of God. They had not repented and believed
the gospel as Jesus encouraged all listeners to do.
 -HVXVWROGWKH-HZVWKDWLIWKH\GRQ·WHDW+LVÁHVKDQGGULQN+LV
blood, they don’t have life, but if they do, they have eternal life
and Jesus will raise them on the last day, and they shall live
forever. This was incomprehensible to them, because they lacked
faith and the power of the Holy Spirit. They could only think of
eating Jesus’s body and drinking His blood physically, and not at
all in the way that Jesus meant.
Jesus meant that when we believe the gospel of the forgiveness
of sins preached in God’s kingdom, then we are His followers and
own that bread of life – the bread that feeds us now and takes us
one day to eternal life in heaven. God’s children today also live of
that bread of life which Jesus gives. Let us be content with it,
because it will one day take us to our eternal reward. )

Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out
all them that sold and bought in the temple,
and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers,
and the seats of them that sold doves, and said
unto them, It is written, My house shall be
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it
a den of thieves. And the blind and the lame
came to him in the temple; and he healed them.
And when the chief priests and scribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, and the children
crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to
the Son of David; they were sore displeased,
and said unto him, Hearest thou what these
VD\"$QG-HVXVVDLWKXQWRWKHP<HDKDYH\H
never read, Out of the mouth of babes and
VXFNOLQJVWKRXKDVWSHUIHFWHGSUDLVH"$QGKH
left them, and went out of the city into Bethany;
and he lodged there.
Matt. 21:12–17
he theme for Palm Sunday
EULQJVXVEDFNWRWKHÀUVW
Advent Sunday, where we
remembered how “Your king
comes in humility.” This
shows how the happenings of Christmas and
Easter are intertwined, and that both are
LQWHJUDOWR*RG·VVDOYDWLRQSODQEHLQJIXOÀOOHG
in His Son, Jesus Christ.
After His entry into Jerusalem on a colt, our
Savior went into the temple of God and cast out
those who sold and bought and exchanged
money. The Passover festival drew people from
around the known world to Jerusalem, who
came with the currency of their own locality or
had Roman money. However, only the Jewish
currency was allowed for offering in the temple,
and the travelers needed to exchange their
money to the Jewish coins. This gave an
opportunity for greed, and the travelers often
had to exchange their money at overpriced rates.

T

Jesus Knew Their Hearts
Jesus, who was true God and true man, knew
the hearts of all people and saw how the lust for
greed overshadowed the real purpose of the
festive Passover worship service. In his righteous zeal, He overthrew the tables. “For the
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the
reproaches of them that reproached thee are
fallen upon me” (Ps. 69:9). He noted, as the
prophet Isaiah had written, that the house of
God was to be “a house of prayer for all people”
(Isa. 56:7) but they had turned it into a den of
thieves. He spoke openly of that which was
wrong, rebuked sin as sin, and as a result He
suffered the reproach, or contempt, of those
whose consciences were pricked. The preaching
of God’s kingdom either heals or offends.
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After Jesus rebuked the money changers, He
ministered to the lowly people. The blind and
the lame came to Him in the temple, and He
healed them. Children were there crying and
singing Hosanna to the Son of David. The joy of
the children and those who found a place of
healing with Jesus was evident.

In Their Wisdom, They Knew Not God
The chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful
things that happened and were sore displeased.
The joy of God’s children was absent in them.
Jesus had said, “They that be whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick” (Matt. 9:12).
7KHVFULEHVDQGFKLHISULHVWVGLGQRWÀQG
themselves in need of healing, nor was there joy
that others were healed.
Instead of rejoicing in happiness at the sight
of Jesus’ ministry to the lowly, the scribes and
chief priests were offended. They asked Jesus,
don’t you hear what they are saying? They
couldn’t bear to hear the cries of rejoicing
children and those who were healed. Jesus
reminded them what the psalmist says: “Out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings thou has
perfected praise.” Much earlier Jesus had
rejoiced, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sight” (Matt. 11:25–26).

Only through Faith Do We Comprehend
The way of faith is a lowly way, which our King
of glory walked. The human mind cannot
understand or comprehend this way of faith as
the Proverb states, “There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12).
Also, Paul wrote to the Corinthians how the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness, but unto us which are saved, it is the
power of God. God has made foolish the
wisdom and understanding of the world: After
that, in the wisdom of God, the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe (1 Cor. 1:18–21).
This pathway is one of humility, but it leads to
glory. It is such a pathway that those who travel
there, even though they be blind, or stumbling, or
deaf, or weak, there they can experience the
RSHQLQJRIWKHLUH\HVDQGHDUVDQGÀQGKHDOLQJ
and strength to continue to travel. The wayfaring
ones, the ones who travel there, even though they
would be fools, they will not be lost (Isa. 35).
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6). When we can continue to travel this
lowly pathway prepared by our Lord and Savior,
we too will once obtain our goal, eternal life in
the bliss and glory of heaven. )
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Easter Celebrations
TRADITIONS SUCH AS EASTER CUSTOMS help humans mark the passing
of time. We can recall what we did as individuals or as a family on Easters of
the past and invoke the meaningful thoughts and feelings that surrounded
the service or the family meal. This issue, we asked contributing writers to
recount past Easters, some from decades ago, and some from last Easter.
You may relate to the writers’ memories with memories of your own.

Easter 2020, an Unusual Year
for a Familiar Celebration
Kevin Moll
IN OUR HOME we look forward to Easter with joy and anticipation. Usually, the cold
Minnesota winter is giving way to warm spring air and it feels like our attitudes are
brightening with the weather. Often there is a Passion Week or Easter presentation in
Sunday school and evening services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Easter Sunday
morning is full of excitement and candy bags. Then we wash sticky hands and faces and put
on Sunday best clothes. The commotion and repeated calls that “Moll’s bus is leaving in 15
minutes” are forgotten when we are lined up on the church bench. There we are reminded of
the great victory of our Lord and Savior.
Last year, this normal routine was interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Minnesota
JRYHUQRUKDGPDGHDVKHOWHULQSODFHRUGHUWKDWUHVWULFWHGJDWKHULQJWR´ÁDWWHQWKHFXUYHµ
This meant we would pause our church services.
At the time, many things were unknown, and we were anxious and startled by the sudden
changes in our routines. How would this Easter be? We knew that we would be at home for
services, listening online. I was scheduled to serve on Maundy Thursday evening, so we felt
fortunate that we were able to go to church that night, even during the shelter-in-place order.
It felt strange to be in church with only a few essential workers there to assist with the
recording and to play organ and sing. But once the service started and we heard God’s
Word, it brought comfort and felt somewhat normal.
Good Friday evening, we sat at home and attended services online, happy that there was
such a thing as the internet, and we could be reassured by God’s Word in a time of uncertainty. Easter morning our routine of the candy bag
hunt was paused while we watched a video that the
LLC had published. “Risen Is Our Sun in Victory”
ÀOOHGWKHOLYLQJURRPZLWKVRQJDQGZHEOLQNHG
back tears to better see the many faces of familiar
believing friends who sang for the recording.
:KHQZRXOGZHEHDEOHWRJHWWRJHWKHUDJDLQ" we
wondered. Next was an online Sunday school
lesson that covered the events of Passion Week. It
felt good to be reminded of the love that Jesus
has for us. He paid dearly for our sins.
After online services, our traditional ham
dinner was eaten from great grandma’s “nice”
dishes. Hannah was careful not to get any food
on her best teal dress. We were thankful that
we were able to, for the most part, forget about
the turmoil outside our door and throughout
the world. We had a secure place where we
could celebrate Easter and peacefully keep
many of our familiar traditions. )

The Moll family observes Easters in many
special ways, with baby chicks, greatgrandma's nice dishes, dyed eggs and
Hannah's best Sunday dress.
PHOTOS:
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FROM THE READER

On the Way
to Golgotha

Twins Margaret Oja (left) and
Marlene Ylitalo (right, now
deceased) stand on either side
of their brother Dan Rintamaki
in special church dresses
made by their mother.

Condemned and compelled to carry
on His shoulders the crossbeam
VQVJGRNCEGQHETWEKƂZKQP
on the way to Golgotha.

How We Observe
Good Friday

Captain leads the death procession,
with a sign that all could see:
Jesus Christ is the King of Jews
on the way to Golgotha.

Maria Loukusa
IN REFLECTING ON GOOD FRIDAY, both
Dan Rintamaki and Margaret Oja express
thankfulness that in these times they can observe
the church holiday by attending services.
Dan and Margaret, brother and sister, grew up
in Ishpeming, Michigan in a believing home.
When they were growing up, their family
observed Good Friday as they did the Sabbath.
PHOTO COURTE
SY OF MARGAR
“We did our daily chores, but aside from that, we
ET OJA
didn’t work,” recalls Margaret. Dan remembers that it was
important to his mother that they pause on all church holidays such as St. Stephen's Day and Ascension Day as
well. In those years, Good Friday was also acknowledged in the community, with businesses closing from noon
to 3 o’clock to allow for church services.
Although they observed Good Friday at home, Dan and Margaret remember that there were not always
services held in Ishpeming. Dan recalls that in the 1960s and early 1970s, there was a lenient spirit, and
services may not have occurred as regularly as they do today. After the heresy in 1974, the siblings remember
that there were always services scheduled for Good Friday, for which they have been thankful. They remember
singing “The Hour in Gethsemane” at services (now SHZ 97), and also have fond memories of SHZ 107,
“Easter Is Our Day of Great Festivity,” later in the weekend on Easter Sunday.
In the years raising children with his wife Marilyn, Dan remembers often traveling for Easter weekend. In
those days, children had the week before Easter off of school, and Dan’s work often allowed for time off as
well. The family traveled to the Detroit area several times in the 1960s to visit family for the weekend. Dan
especially remembers that in 1962, a Finnish speaker named Hannes Kamula spoke at Easter services in Detroit
during an eight-month speaking tour. As a young man, Dan would not have imagined that twenty-four years
later, he would be staying with Hannes and his family during his own 1986 speaking trip to Finland! In later
years, the Rintamaki family would also travel to the Minneapolis area to visit believing family for Easter. After
the heresy, there would often be ministers from other areas serving the Upper Michigan area for Easter
weekend, speaking in both Pelkie and Ishpeming. In the years that they did not travel, Dan’s children remember
attending Good Friday services in the neighboring congregation of Pelkie, as the visiting minister would
usually be speaking there.
 :KHQDVNHGLIDQ\VSHFLÀFVRQJVFDPHWRPLQGLQWKLQNLQJRI*RRG)ULGD\'DQPHQWLRQHG´9RLFHRIWKH
Blood of Jesus.” Although it isn’t necessarily a Good Friday or Easter song, it emphasizes the blood of Christ,
which He shed for us on that day. For Dan, this blood represents the love of Christ, which is what Good Friday
means to him: )URP-HVXV·ZRXQGVLVÁRZLQJWKLVEORRGWKDWFDOOVWRDOO:KHUH-HVXV·EORRGLVSUHDFKLQJWKH
WKURQHRIJUDFHLVIRXQG,WJXVKHVIRUWKIURP=LRQXQWRHWHUQDOOLIHWKHFXSRIMR\R·HUÁRZLQJGLVSHOVGLVWUHVV
and strife (SHZ 190:4). )

Zion’s daughters gather, follow
weeping, wailing, sorrowful;
Jesus sees and says, do not weep
on the way to Golgotha.
Weary, beaten, weak, exhausted,
on His head a thorny crown;
Simon lifts the crossbeam from Him
on the way to Golgotha.
On the hilltop Roman soldiers
wait to nail Him on the cross;
all this He endured for my sake
on the way to Golgotha.

Jane Alanen 2021

Discussion Questions:
(DVWHU·VPHDQLQJLVRIXWPRVWVLJQLÀFDQFHIRU
believers – how does the unbelieving world
view Easter?
2. What can we do to prepare our hearts for Easter
and its solemn message?

'LVFXVVWKHVLJQLÀFDQWHYHQWVRI0DXQG\7KXUVGD\
Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
4. After reading the two articles about Easters past,
share your childhood Easter memory or a special
memory from last year’s Passion week.
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MUSIC NOTES

THE SOWER'S BASKET

Now the Day Is Over

There is a total of six singers in this project, but never do
they all sing at the same time. Most of the songs are done
by one to three singers. We have been working on the basis
ONE OF THE MANY THINGS that’s evident in our
circles is babies and children. That’s one thing the Laestadi- of improvisation, to keep the songs simple and bed-sidemannerly, but also for saving time and effort, avoiding the
ans are known for in the world. Something that’s common
QHHGWRÀQGRUZULWHRXWHYHU\DUUDQJHPHQW)RUVLPSOH
for everyone, is having a parent or two, whether biological
songs, there can often be simple, but totally functioning
or otherwise. And amongst all the childcare, many of us
musical applications, like rounds and such. Most songs are
have been sung to, no matter what kinds of musical skills
accompanied by piano, some songs are sung a cappella,
our parents possess. Using your voice to soothe a child
without accompaniment, some have other instruments like
seems to be one of those built-in instincts for humans.
ÁXWHUHFRUGHUFHOOREDVVRRQRUJXLWDULQWKHP<RXZLOODOVR
Humming cradle songs, lullabies, seems to be a universal
activity. The types of songs vary, but there are some unifying ÀQGDFRZEHOORUWZRLQVRPHRIWKHSDVWRUDOWKHPHGVRQJV
Many of the singers that agreed to work on this project
factors. In some cultures, singing is a way of passing
KDYHEHHQLQWKHSURMHFWIURPVWDUWWRÀQLVKFKRRVLQJ
traditions from one generation to the next. Depending on the
religious convictions, many lullabies have an aspect of asking songs and suggesting ideas for arrangements. The ladies’
voices are so similar, that sometimes it’s hard to pick out
for the higher powers’ guidance and protection for the child.
Of course, the most essential characteristic of a lullaby is that ZKLFKRQHRIWKHPLVVLQJLQJ7KDWLVDELJEHQHÀWZKHQ
they’re singing together; their voices blend with ease.
it is soothing to babies and lulls them to sleep. Many songs
They also all have to be brave enough to sing alone and
have some repetitiveness in them, in both text and melody, a
give some expression in their singing. That’s not always
repetitiveness that would ultimately achieve the goal of
an easy task.
getting the baby to sleep. It is also interesting that even
We have been meeting once or twice a month, and it’s
though times have changed, the lullabies we sing are tied to
been a blessing to be able to keep this project going, since
the olden times, talking of birds and beasts going to bed.
there’s so few musicians in it, and they have all been
Somehow, there’s no mention of cars and phones being
compliant with the current restrictions. Pandemic or not,
tucked in. That is quite all right with me.
The idea of lullabies invokes thoughts of a modest home, the LLC still wishes to produce albums, and people are
still waiting for new products to come out.
where a parent or older siblings are singing calmly and
At one practice we had a bassoon in the far corner of the
soothingly to put a fussy baby to sleep. Or older children
church, a recorder in another corner and three or four
are calming down by listening to engaging stories of
singers spread out in the front of the church, wearing
animals and nature, or stories that remind of the heavenly
singers’ masks. (They’re the kind that allow more room for
Father and all His angels watching their sleep.
the jaw to open, and there’s a structure that doesn’t come
The LLC has received many wishes for more music for
children, one of them being a wish for lullabies, something close to your face while inhaling). After practicing like
this, doing it without the masks for the recording felt so
that one could put playing after tucking the children in.
much easier! It’s kind of like when professional skiers go
This project was in the plans before this strange pandemic
practice in the mountains, so they gain the much-needed
time hit us. We had started to scheme the style of the
resilience that’s useful even in easier conditions, something
album, ensembles, song selections and so on. The original
idea didn’t change much because of COVID-19 restrictions, to draw from.
The outline of the album is to start with the secular
since the idea all along had been to keep it simple and
playtime songs and go from there to calm down the
small. We just had to move our meetings online.
 ,QRXUÀUVWPHHWLQJVZHZHQWRYHUWHQVDQGWHQVRIVRQJV atmosphere with the spiritual songs. The religious songs
and songs and hymns of Zion appear at the very end.
GHÀQLQJZKDWÀWVRXUJRDORIWKHSURMHFW7KHUHDUHPDQ\
There are so many songs on this album that maybe there’s
lullaby choices within different cultures, and we ended up
material for many nights before the album is totally
using some Irish, French, English, Gaelic, Armenian,
consumed. The hope is, of course, that the children will
Finnish, Welsh, American, Scottish, Manx... And despite
be asleep by the second song. In that case, adults are
the origin, each song sounds like a lullaby, like something
allowed to continue listening. )
that would calm and soothe.
Liisa Keranen
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Childlike
Faith
Olivia Frantti
WHILE GROWING UP, I attended a
Lutheran church most Sundays with my
family. As I got older, I realized that even
though we all went to the same church,
many of the members had different beliefs
and ideas about God’s Word. During my
teenage years, this feeling of disconnection
with the other people at my church made me
ask myself if this was what God’s kingdom
was supposed to feel like. We all went to the
same church on Sunday, but outside of
church, our lives were vastly different, and it
just didn’t seem like we were all traveling
the same journey.
In high school, I happened to have a
teacher who was a believer. The more I got to
know him, the more I realized that there was
something different about him. Our conversations eventually turned to topics of faith
and religion. These conversations led me to
ask myself, “Am I really in the right place?” I
started thinking a lot about what would
happen to me if I were to die. These thoughts
left me very troubled and afraid.
During one of our conversations, I asked
this believer if he thought that I was going to
heaven when I died. He paused for a minute,
then explained that he did not believe we
were on the same path. I was surprised and
hurt by his answer. I tried to brush it off. I
told myself that it really didn’t matter what
he thought. However, over the next few days,
I just kept thinking about if I was truly
believing correctly.
Looking back, I believe that this feeling of
uneasiness was God guiding me. I truly
believe that if others in my life had told me

CONGREGATION LIFE

The Congregation Cares
for Those Who Grieve
Heidi Plough

PHOTO: RIUTTA IMAGES

they didn’t believe we were on the same path, it
wouldn’t have bothered me. However, for some reason,
when this believer told me the same thing, I just
couldn’t shake the anxiety it caused me.
A week or so later, I was invited to have dinner with
the family of the believer I had been talking with. I told
myself on the drive over that I wasn’t going to make any
big decisions that night. If they brought up faith, I might
ask some questions and then do my own research later
to try and make up my mind about what seemed the
right thing to do. We had dinner and visited about
everyday life – my schooling and my family.
As it got later, someone asked me if I had any
questions about faith or how they believed. I remember asking, “What is repentance?” In my mind, I had
imagined repentance as being a long and complicated
SURFHVV,WKRXJKWLWZRXOGOLNHO\EHGLIÀFXOWDQG
UHTXLUHDORWRIUHÁHFWLRQRQKRZ,KDGOLYHGP\OLIH
up to this point. I was surprised when someone
simply said, “Repentance is believing your sins
forgiven.” Repentance sounded like such a simple
matter compared to the series of formal steps I had
expected. I heard the words “I want to repent” and
then realized that those words had come from me.
Everyone preached the gospel to me. God had given
me simple childlike words to say to replace my
thinking and reasoning.
 2QWKHULGHKRPH,UHÁHFWHGRQWKHHYHQLQJ,ZHQW
there thinking I needed to learn enough about their
beliefs and have everything about living faith explained
to me to make any sort of decision about what to do. In
the end, the exact opposite happened. I simply believed
my sins forgiven and God gave me understanding later.
I thank God for knowing that I was searching for His
kingdom and placing people in my life to help guide me
there. My experience showed me that faith really is
simple and childlike. )

HOME CONGREGATIONS OFFER LOVING SUPPORT for brothers and sisters in faith, during
times of sorrow as well as times of joy. The Spokane congregation recently experienced the death of an
elderly member, Carl Maki. Carl was a beloved husband to Mary Maki and friend to many. He passed
away at the age of 80 on the morning of January 25, 2021. He will be remembered for his adventurous
spirit, “can-do” attitude, and his ability to make everyone feel individually loved and appreciated.
During a sorrowful time, such as death, the congregation supports the family both temporally and
spiritually. In a temporal sense, the congregation can provide meals in the weeks following death.
Congregation members can also oversee various funeral preparations such as cleaning the church and
planning a funeral meal. Most important, however, is the support shown to the grieving family by
attending song services in memory of the one who has attained the victory.
The evening Carl passed away many congregation members gathered at Mary’s home. Along with
the sharing of hugs and condolences, comforting songs and hymns of Zion were sung, even Carl’s
favorite song SHZ 14 We Greet Thee Christmas. Singing songs and hymns of Zion is a comfort,
especially in times of sorrow, and the songs also encourage and remind to remain journeying.
The funeral service of Carl Maki was held on Saturday afternoon. Many congregation members
attended to share in the sorrow of losing a dear husband, father, grandfather, friend and brother in faith.
Reassuring words of God were spoken during the funeral and graveside services. The messages of the
battle of faith and the comfort of the gospel were shared.
Faith is a treasured gift from God. He has a promised an eternal home in Heaven for all who believe.
:HFDQWUXVWLQWKHVXUHSURPLVHVRI*RG:HHDFKHQGHDYRUWRÀJKWWKHJRRGÀJKWRIIDLWKWRUHDFKRXU
eternal home, as Carl has. The congregation shares in the sorrow felt by those left behind, but also
shares in the joy that a dear brother has reached his eternal reward.
Following the graveside service, a meal was prepared by congregation members at the church. After
the meal, Carl’s life was remembered with a slideshow during which many recounted memories of
shared time with Carl.
The congregation will continue to support Carl’s family, not only by reaching out to help temporally
and spiritually, but also by holding them in prayer. The support of the home congregation is such a
blessing, felt especially in times of sorrow. )
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YOUTH

PROVERB 3:3,4: Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck;

Celebration of Easter
AS WE ENTER THE EASTER SEASON, we may consider how this holy time is observed in our lives
and in our congregations. For many people around the world, Christian holidays are noted and even
celebrated, but these celebrations may be only in name, décor and clothing. Believers usually mark
holidays with services, special music and family meals. We were curious about how young people
view the holidays and the customs that surround them.

The Meaning of Easter

The Remembrance
of Communion

Keegan Nevala

Kyleigh Skoog

EASTER IS A SPECIAL TIME for believers. We are able to read and remember how
Jesus died for our sins so we are able to go to heaven one day.
 7KLVFDQVRPHWLPHVEHGLIÀFXOWWRH[SODLQWRVRPHRQHOLNHD\RXQJVLEOLQJ7KH\FDQ
DOVRVRPHWLPHVEHGLVWUDFWHGE\RWKHUWKLQJVVXUURXQGLQJ(DVWHUVXFKDVÀQGLQJWKHLU
Easter basket on Easter morning. It is good to remind them of the meaning of Easter,
just like at Christmas time with the meaning of Christmas.
One way to help explain about the meaning of Easter is to use books such as A
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories, or other simple-to-read Bible story books. These
books can help children learn about the Easter story, using simpler language and
pictures. Children are often accepting of things that someone trusted might tell them,
and sometimes little explanation is needed.
Song SHZ 449, verse 3 says, “I am not too little for my heart to be where the Holy
Spirit lives and speaks to me.” As this song points out, children are believers just like
you and me. Something as simple as “Jesus died on the cross for all of our sins, so that
we are able to go to heaven” is all someone needs to say. This explanation is also good
for anyone to understand, not just a little child. We don’t always need to understand
everything that happens in the Bible. We just need to have faith and believe. )

“THE BREAD WHICH WE BREAK, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one
bread (1 Cor. 10:17–18).
Communion during the time of Easter is especially meaningful as we remember
the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. As a symbol of unity, we kneel
WRJHWKHUDVRQHWRSDUWDNHRI+RO\&RPPXQLRQ7KLVVLJQLÀHVWKHRQHNLQJGRPRI
*RGWKHRQHÁRFNRIEHOLHYHUVDQGWKHRQHWUXHIDLWK
We, as believers, partake of the same gospel of Christ. We strive for the comfort
and peace that is received when our sins are forgiven. Jesus instructs, “This do in
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19). As we partake of Holy Communion, we remember our Lord Jesus who died for our sins.
During the time of Easter, we want to give many thanks to our heavenly Father
for giving us His Son to die for our sins. We are thankful to be able to go to the
FRPPXQLRQWDEOHDVZHÀQGRXUVHOYHVDQGUHFHLYHVWUHQJWKWRFRQWLQXHWUDYHOLQJLQ
God’s kingdom. Holy Communion brings peace to the heart of a child of God,
peace that encourages us to remain faithful and childlike as we journey towards
heaven’s shore. )

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEEGAN NEVALA

Little children listen intently to stories of Jesus' life, including the events around Easter
when He died for our sins. Here Keegan reads the Christmas Gospel from the Bible to
little brother Liam.
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Kyleigh plays piano while her sisters Jada (left) and Shanna (right) sing.
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favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

CHILDRENS COLUMN

How I Cope
with COVID-19
Sienna Kangas

PHOTO: KAISA WUOLLET

Aleksi Wuollet

PHOTO: GRETA KERANEN

Alendra Ylitalo

Youth Page Questionnaire

What is different about our Easter
and Christmas celebration customs?
Two teens, Aleksi Wuollet and Alendra Ylitalo, share their thoughts:

Is Christmas more widely celebrated than Easter? If so, why?
Aleksi: Christmas is one of the most commercialized holidays of the year.

WHEN COVID-19 SHOWED UP in Longview, Washington, our
schools were shut down. We had to start doing online school;
instead of going to class we have Zoom meetings. It’s more
FKHƂEWNVVQNGCTPQPNKPGVJCPIQKPIVQUEJQQNUKPEGVJGTGCTGPoV
any teachers to directly help me.
#VCIGVJKTVGGPUGNHFKUEKRNKPGKUFKHƂEWNVHQTOGs+oOPQVVJCV
great at it for the most part. There are lots of distractions at
home where I live with my mom, dad and older brother. Sometimes, my older siblings stop by with their kids. Also, electronics are a distraction. I could be in the middle of an assignment
and get a text from my niece, who I talk to frequently; then I’ll
start a conversation with her.
Another reason I don’t like online school is because I don’t
get to see my friends or go to the courtyard after lunch. And,
at the beginning of COVID-19, we couldn’t attend church
services. Every year we usually go to Phoenix Winter Services,
but last March it was cancelled. Still, we could listen to online services, and eventually we could go back to church and
listen to the service while sitting outside. Then when it got
cold, church services paused again. We just listened to online
services for a while.
When we started going to church again there were tables of
hand sanitizer and masks at the entrance. Every other bench
was taped off for social distancing. I’m thankful we were able
to attend church services even during the pandemic. )

Alendra: Christmas is more commercialized so that is why the world celebrates it more. For
believers, I think there is just something special and festive about the Christmas season that
is different than any other time of year.

Is there a tie to the time of year that makes our celebrations different?
Aleksi: No, I don’t believe there is a tie to the time of year; it is celebrated the way it is
because of the meaning, not the time of year.
Alendra: I think that there is something special about December in general. I think it seems
more festive because of the way people decorate their homes and the stores and businesses
decorate with Christmas lights, trees, etc.

Describe how some people celebrate Easter in a celebratory and special way.
Aleksi: People celebrate by having Easter dinner and attending Easter services.
Alendra: We can celebrate Easter appropriately by attending church services and having a
nice meal, while remembering what Christ did for us.

Do people dress up more for Christmas than for the Easter service?
Aleksi: The clothing is equally formal but different styles and colors are worn.
Alendra: I think people typically dress up more for Christmas services than for Easter, but
that doesn't mean that Christmas is more important, just that there is a joy and peace at
Christmas time that is different and better than any other time of year.

+RZPLJKWRXUFORWKLQJUHŴHFWZKDWZHYDOXH"
Aleksi:,IWKHRFFDVLRQPHDQVPRUHWR\RX\RXZLOOVSHQGPRUHWLPHÀQGLQJWKHDSSURSULDWH
clothes and dressing for it. )

PHOTO: LORI KANGAS

Sienna smiles for a birthday photo.
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DOCTRINE AND LIFE – QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME
Installment 2 of 2
Our sister organization in Finland, Suomen Rauhanyhdistysten Keskusyhdistys (SRK) organized its annual Ministers Meeting online on January 9, 2021.
#TK2GNMQPGPMGRVCRTGUGPVCVKQP9JCVKU(CKVJ!6JKUKUVJGUGEQPFJCNHQHVJCVRTGUGPVCVKQP6JGƂTUVJCNHYCURTKPVGFKPVJG(GDTWCT[KUUWGQHVJG
Voice of Zion.

What is Faith?
6. Faith and Doctrine
Faith of the heart and doctrine founded upon God’s
Word are connected. In doctrine there is a question about
the content of faith, which does not change with the
times. The content of doctrine is founded upon Jesus’
teachings and the witness of the apostles found in the
Bible. According to Luther, the Bible is faith and life’s
highest guide. This is called the Reformation’s formal
principle. All doctrine is to be examined and evaluated
according to God’s Word (Church Act, §1). At the core of
doctrine is the Trinity of God and the righteousness of
faith, central to which is distinguishing between the law
and the gospel.
Doctrine does not justify, but rather faith which owns
the righteousness of Christ. Even if a person would have
correct understanding of Christ’s doctrine, he or she
remains without salvation if he or she lacks the gift of
faith. Doctrine nonetheless has an important role. If
doctrine is wrong, then neither is faith correct. John
writes, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son”
(2 John 1:9). In the Acts of the Apostles, it says of the
early Jerusalem congregation, that “they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine” (Acts 2:42).
In 1916, preacher Matti Suo wrote in Siionin Lähetyslehti: “But if the teacher turns to another gospel, he
has then abandoned grace and lost Christ. He then
receives a deadly and destructive spirit and salvation is
based on a person’s own perfection. We don’t attach any
value to such doctrines…Such teachers have completely
lost the border of kingdoms, and the vineyard wall is not
found anywhere.…For now the God of the world has been
clothed with a robe of light and proclaims the whole
world blessed without repentance, without new birth,
without coming into the kingdom of God, even though
Jesus has commanded men to seek the kingdom of God
and His righteousness before all else (Matt. 6:33)”
(Matti Suo, Salattu viisaus, I osa. s. 75).
Many are offended by the congregation doctrine. We
believe and teach about the congregation in accord with
the Bible and the Confessional Writings of our church.
The Augsburg Confession, Article 7, teaches correctly
when saying, “It is also taught among us that one holy
Christian church will be and remain forever. This is the
assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is
preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are
administered according to the Gospel” (Tappert, T. G.
(Ed.). (1959). The Book of Concord the confessions of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. (p. 32). Philadelphia:
Mühlenberg Press.). The Apology of the Augsburg
Confession states: “The church is not merely an association of outward ties and rites like other civic governments, however, but it is mainly an association of faith
and of the Holy Spirit in men’s hearts. To make it
recognizable, this association has outward marks, the
pure teaching of the Gospel and the administration of the
sacraments in harmony with the Gospel of Christ. This
church alone is called the body of Christ, which Christ
renews, consecrates, and governs by his Spirit…”
(Tappert, T. G. (Ed.). (1959). The Book of Concord the
confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (p. 169).
Philadelphia: Mühlenberg Press.).
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Living faith among God’s children is but one and of
one kind (2 Pet. 1:1). We believe in the same way. The
Holy Spirit does not teach in different ways in issues of
doctrine. In the Large Catechism, Luther says that God’s
congregation is “in one faith, mind, and understanding.
It possesses a variety of gifts, yet is united in love
without sect or schism” (Tappert, T. G. (Ed.). (1959).
The Book of Concord the confessions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. (p. 417). Philadelphia: Mühlenberg
Press.). Even though heresies have detached from the
visible congregation, the invisible congregation of
Christ is still one, entire and complete body of Christ.
An individual believer or some group of believers can
err in matters of faith, but the worldwide congregation
of God led by the Holy Spirit is as a whole unerring.
This is properly understood from the perspective of the
congregation as a whole. Luther states in his The
Bondage of the Will: “For the church is ruled by the
Spirit of God, and Rom. 8 tells us that the saints are led
by the Spirit of God (v. 14). And Christ abides with His
church till the end of the world (Matt. 28:20). And the
church is the pillar and ground of truth (1 Tim. 3:15).
This we know; the Creed, which we all hold runs thus,
‘I believe in the holy catholic church.’ So it is impossible that she should err in even the least article” (The
Bondage of the Will, pp.119, 120, United States of
America: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1957).

7. Faith and Life
Jesus had mercy on the woman taken in adultery, but
condemned adultery and exhorted the woman to avoid sin
in her life: “Go, and sin no more” (John 8:10,11). Faith
and life cannot be separated from one another. We are
believers every moment and everywhere. The righteousness of life follows the righteousness of faith. The
righteousness of life means the fruits of faith and life in
accord with the values of the gospel (Phil. 1:27). Faith
guides a Christian’s choices so that he or she would not
transgress God’s will and so that the person would
preserve a good conscience. God’s grace teaches us to
reject ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live with
restraint, righteously and glorifying God (Titus 2:11,12).
A child of God, a twofold being, battles a threefold
enemy, the devil, the world and his or her own corrupt
ÁHVKDQGLWVGHVLUHV$VWZRIROGZHFDQKRZHYHUEHOLHYH
ourselves holy though we are evil and righteous though
we are sinners. Our battlefront is in our own hearts. We
don’t battle against unbelieving people, but our adversaries are the spiritual powers of evil (Eph. 6:11,12). The
shield of faith is protection against evil. In spiritual
warfare we use spiritual weaponry and the sword of
God’s Word. Paul exhorts us to take truth as our belt,
righteousness as our breastplate, readiness to proclaim
the gospel of peace as our footwear, and then continues:
“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
EHDEOHWRTXHQFKDOOWKHÀHU\GDUWVRIWKHZLFNHG$QG
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:14–17). The battle is
God’s, the weaponry is God’s, and also the power to
battle comes from God. God takes care of His own also
GXULQJGLIÀFXOWWLPHV$FKLOGRI*RGFDQIHHOVHFXUH
Our Savior has promised to be with His own every day
until the end of the world (Matt. 28:20).
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Putting God’s Word in question and the blurring of sin
are part of the devil’s ruse. Sin is the heart’s departure
from God (CD 23, 1948) and a destructive power that
opposes God. The enemy attempts to lead a Christian
astray into permissiveness of sin, which means that one
gives himself or herself permission to act contrary to
God’s Word and God’s will. Sin is always an obstacle to
faith. This does not mean that falling into sin means the
immediate loss of faith. But if we consent to permissiveness of sin, so that sin piles on sin, and one is not able to
repent of them, faith little by little dies and the result is
that one falls into unbelief and loses God’s grace. Just as
bright day slowly fades to evening and evening to the
dark of night, so also fades the light of faith and begins
the straying from the kingdom of light to the darkness of
unbelief. The peace of God in the conscience is lost and
before long may actually be replaced by the peace of a
hardened conscience.
John in his epistle warns against loving the unbelieving
ZRUOG7KHOXVWVRIWKHÁHVKWKHGHVLUHVRIWKHH\HVDQG
extravagant life are not of God (1 John 2:15–17). Paul
warns against conforming to the ways of this world
(Rom. 12:2). Conforming to the world can mean many
things, for example, things related to marriage.
At the beginning of time, God established marriage as
a lifelong covenant between a man and a woman. Jesus
ODWHUFRQÀUPHGWKLV 0DUN² $EHOLHYHUPD\ZRUU\
if he or she has not found a believing spouse. In this kind
of situation there may be a temptation to court with and
marry an unbeliever. Paul instructs: “Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth
ZLWKDQLQÀGHO"µ &RU 
With his teaching Paul joins with Moses’ farewell speech
to the children of Israel as they were settling in a foreign
land. Moses taught: “Neither shalt thou make marriages
with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son,
nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will
turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve
other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be kindled
against you, and destroy thee suddenly” (Deut. 7:3,4;
cf. Judg. 3:6,7). Moses saw there was a danger of losing
faith if members of God’s people married one who
believed differently. This is seen as sin in the Book of
Malachi as well (Mal. 2:11). When Ezra confessed the
nation’s sins before the temple, a man by the name of
Shechaniah joined the confession saying, “We have
trespassed against our God, and have taken strange wives
of the people of the land” (Ezra 10:2). Here, people of the
land means pagan peoples who served false gods.
The Word of God also rejects divorce (Mark 10:6–9).
Before God only the death of a spouse dissolves marriage. Paul mentions that after the death of her spouse, a
widow can marry again as long as it happens “in the
Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39). Thus, a new spouse must be a
Christian, that is, a believing person. According to Paul it
is not possible to marry an unbelieving person. The
Epistle to the Hebrews urges us to honor marriage in
every way (Heb. 13:4).
In life believing parents have to live under pressure
from the world since many criticize our negative stance

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

H
on birth control. The enemy of souls continues to
challenge God’s command to increase, given at creation
(Gen. 1:28). With this issue too, it is good to discuss what
faith means personally and on what basis we make
decisions when faced with the need to do so. Has our
faith in God as Creator and the institutor of marriage
dimmed within our Christianity as well?
Jesus taught that a good tree bears good fruit, and a
corrupt tree bears evil fruit (Matt. 7:17,18). Faith and
unbelief have different fruits. One fruit of faith is the
confession of faith. Jesus said: “Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I confess also
before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before
my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32,33). We
confess our faith with our speech and with our lives.
According to the Epistle of James, faith without works
is dead faith (James 2:14–26). Faith is seen in a Christian’s life as deeds that are in accord with God’s will,
even though a believer doesn’t see them himself or
herself, as Jesus’ description of the last judgment shows
(Matt. 25:37–39). As a result of faith, fruits of the Holy
Spirit are also born: love, joy, peace, patience, friendliness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and temperance
(Gal. 5:22,23).
 7KHÀUVWIUXLWRIWKH6SLULWLVORYH$FKLOGRI*RG
loves God and His Word and His people. Love is the
hallmark of Christ’s followers (John 13:35). If love is
lacking, it’s a sign that the condition of soul is not right
(1 Cor. 13:1–3). Love does not seek its own advantage
or glory, but rather what is best for one’s neighbor.
God’s children are of equal worth in faith and love
among themselves and none should rise above another.
“For if a man think himself to be something, when he
is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3). Jesus
encouraged the disciples who sought the highest
position to childlike faith instead (Matt. 18:1–4). Love
follows faith and they cannot be separated from one
another. Faith works by love (Gal. 5:6). Love guides us
to serve unbelieving neighbors as well. Jesus exhorted
us to love even our enemies and to pray on behalf of
our persecutors (Matt. 5:44).

8. Faith and Carrying the Cross
Living faith includes carrying the cross, which means that
the boundary between the two kingdoms manifests itself.
Jesus said: “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:38). Unbelieving
people wonder at believers, when we “run not with them
to the same excess of riot” and malign us (1 Pet. 4:4).
Paul’s experience was “being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are
PDGHDVWKHÀOWKRIWKHZRUOGDQGDUHWKHRIIVFRXULQJRI
all things unto this day” (1 Cor. 4:12,13).
A believer may in various situations be discriminated
against or mistreated because of his or her faith. We are
foreigners and strangers in this world. We can be ready to
answer with meekness and respect those who ask the
reason for our hope (1 Pet. 3:15,16). The Word of God
instructs that we would not answer evil with evil or slander
with slander, and that we would live peaceably with all
people so far as it depends on us (Rom. 12:14,17,18;
1 Pet. 3:9). The early congregation of Jerusalem

experienced a time during which Christians were in
favor with all the people (Acts 2:47). There are those
that appreciate believers in our time as well.
 %HDULQJWKHFURVVWULHVRXUIDLWK*ROGLVSXULÀHGLQ
ÀUHEXWIDLWKLVPXFKPRUHSUHFLRXVWKDQJROGZKLFK
perishes (1 Pet. 1:7). A child of God has a temptation to
lessen the weight of the cross and avoid carrying the
cross altogether in the midst of the world. It would be
easier for the “old portion” to blend in with the world
and not stand apart from it in concepts of faith and issues
of righteousness of life. The human mind would attempt
to change God’s congregation to make it more “proper,”
then it would be more acceptable to the world. If the
perspectives of faith dim, faith may begin to feel like a
shackle. The enemy of souls turns issues upside down:
the world’s ways appear to be freedom and faith slavery.
Faith is not something that inhibits life, but rather
something that supports life. Although we must bear the
weight of the cross, faith brings us security, peace, and
joy as well as the freedom of a child of God. Faith gives
purpose to life and opens the view that we carry the
cross for a time, and we will once go from carrying the
cross to wearing a crown.

9. The Goal of Faith
3DXOZURWHWR7LPRWK\RIWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRIIDLWK
´«JRGOLQHVVLVSURÀWDEOHXQWRDOOWKLQJVKDYLQJ
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come” (1 Tim. 4:8). The Epistle to the Hebrews urges us
to run the race of faith to the end with our gaze upon
WKHDXWKRUDQGÀQLVKHURIRXUIDLWK-HVXV +HE 
Like Moses, a child of God looks for the reward that
awaits in heaven (Heb. 11:26). In a song of Zion, we
look beyond the border of time: “A new fatherland rises
before eyes of faith. The Lord’s people journey there.
The glory of heaven none can comprehend. So holy is
the destination of faith” (SL 291:1).
Living faith is resurrection faith. If Christ had not risen
from the dead, our proclamation and faith would be in
vain. According to Paul, if we had hope in Christ only
for this life, we would be the most miserable of all
people (1 Cor. 15:14,19). Because Christ has overcome sin
and death, we, as children of God, will once rise in the
resurrection of life. Already in this time, we have by faith
overcome the world and obtained eternal life as our own
(1 John 5:4). We join in the apostle’s praise: “But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). )

Topics for Discussion:

QYFQ[QWURGPF
your Sundays?

> #VVGPFKPIUGTXKEGUƂTUVVJGPYJGVJGTYG
are visiting or home alone, we like to get
out and take a long walk on Sunday. This
adds nature, fresh air and calmness to
our day. – Just me
> It is such a relief to have a day where one
doesn’t feel pressure to do and achieve
and chip away at work and other projects. Instead, we can rest and devote our
thoughts and energy to fellowship and
the true meaning of the Sabbath. Earthly
thoughts of work and obligations are
never far away, but God in His wisdom
gave us that day to be able to set those
aside. – Rejuvenated
> 9GIGPGTCNN[CNYC[UXKUKV9GƂPFYG
receive so much refreshment in our lives
of faith, as well as renewed energy for
the week ahead from our Sunday
afternoon visits. It's an opportunity to
visit with friends old and new alike.
– Melissa Hendrickson
> Our Sundays are usually quiet! After
attending morning services, we go home
and listen online to other services from
congregations in different time zones. In
the afternoon, our married kids often
come visit or we go to their houses.
Sometimes, we visit with friends. Mostly
my husband enjoys a lazy Sunday after
his long work week and Saturday’s
chores! – almostemptynesters

W

hat is your favorite
memory from your
childhood home?

To answer, send an email message
to fromthereader@llchurch.org

The introductio n subheadings and the following:
1. The importance of personal faith
2. Living in harmony with the values of the gospel
3. Supporting the faith of children and youth
4. Caring for faith
5. The importance of being in union with
the congregation
6. Permissiveness of sin and conforming to
the world
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You may sign your message with your given
PCOG ƂTUVPCOGQTƂTUVCPFNCUVPCOGU QTYKVJ
a pseudonym or pen name. We reserve the right
to select which answers we publish. We may edit
spelling and grammar in responses. If necessary,
we may also edit for brevity and clarity. Submit
your answers by April 15, 2021. Look for the
answers to this question in the May Voice of Zion!

MARCH 2021 | PAGE 13

BILINGUAL

THE FOLLOWING WRITING ABOUT MARYÃÌ iw>ÃiVÌv
a writing by Keijo Nissilä based on Matt. 1–2, Luke 1:26–2:52,
John 2:1–12 and John 19:25–27. Prior to this passage, Nissilä has
already recounted Mary’s visit by the angel announcing the coming
birth of Jesus, Mary’s relationship with Elizabeth, the mother of John
the Baptist, and Mary’s experiences as mother to a young boy who
would be the Savior of the world.
This writing is excerpted from the book Raamatun naisia Eevasta
Priscaan [Women of the Bible from Eve to Priscilla], Ed. Marja-Liisa
Sivula and Raili Ojalehto (SRK, 2011). In 2021, our Bilingual feature
consists of excerpts from this book, as translated by Sandra Pylvainen.

ILLUS TR ATION:

SIRPA TUOMAA

LA

Mary’s Grief and Joy

Marian murhe ja ilo

Keijo Nissilä

Keijo Nissilä

THE TIME CAME FOR JESUS to begin His public ministry. His father Joseph had
died and His mother Mary was left a widow and sole caregiver for the family. Jesus
ZRUNHG+LVÀUVWPLUDFOHDWDZHGGLQJLQ&DQD0DU\ZDVDOVRDWWKHZHGGLQJ:KHQ
WKHZHGGLQJZLQHUDQRXW0DU\QRWLÀHG-HVXVZKRXQGHUVWRRGKHUPHDQLQJ+LV
answer to her was surprising: “Let me be, woman. My time has not yet come.” Jesus
had grown beyond His childhood household into adulthood and public ministry.
Moments of His life were more consciously guided by the heavenly Father. God
DOORZHG+LV6RQWRZRUNDÀUVWPLUDFOHWKDWVXUSDVVHG+LVPRWKHU0DU\·VEROGHVW
hopes and expectations. The water changed to wine. By this act, Jesus showed His
glory. And His disciples believed in Him.
Soon after the wedding in Cana, Mary moved with her family to Capernaum. Life
ZDVÀOOHGZLWKWKHGDLO\ZRUNRIIDPLO\FDUH)URPWKHYDQWDJHSRLQWRIKHUKRPH
and her housework, Mary followed Jesus’ steps forward as His public ministry
continued. Jesus’ path from His childhood home led towards the Father’s home in
heaven, to which He himself proved to be the way and that He’d prepare the way for
each who believes in Him. Ultimately He had to go the path to Golgotha and death.
At the foot of the cross where Jesus was dying stood His faithful escorts: His mother
Mary, her sister, Mary Magdalene and Mary, wife of Cleophas.
Jesus’ mother Mary watched her Son suffer and die. The mother’s grief was at its
greatest and her sorrow unmeasurable. Suffering more pain than any other ever,
Mary carried in her heart incomprehensible questions: Is this how the prophecy of
ROG6LPHRQZRXOGEHIXOÀOOHGUHJDUGLQJWKHVZRUGWKDWZRXOGSLHUFHWKHPRWKHU·V
KHDUW":DVWKLVWKHZD\*RG·VSURPLVHZRXOGEHIXOÀOOHGRIWKHZRPDQ·VVHHGWKDW
would crush the head of the serpent?
When Jesus saw His mother Mary and His disciple John, He said to His mother:
“Woman, this is your son!” Then He said to His disciple: “This is your mother!”
From that moment on the disciple cared for Jesus’ mother.
Mary spent the last years of her life in Jerusalem with her own sons, Jesus’
brothers. They lived together serving as members of the earliest congregation of
believers. “They kept together and prayed unceasingly together.”
Mary is an example to all believers throughout time. She was at the center of
VDOYDWLRQKLVWRU\7KURXJKKHUWKHIXOÀOPHQWRIWKH2OG&RYHQDQW·VSURSKHVLHV
were realized. Thereafter began the time of the New Covenant. Mary was like a
QHZ(YH7KURXJKWKHÀUVW(YHWKHIDOOLQWRVLQWRRNSODFH7KURXJKWKHQHZ(YH
the new Adam was born who would recompense the sins of all humankind. Also,
this is succinctly stated in Elizabeth’s words to Mary: “Blessed are you, among
women most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” This, God’s salvation
work in Christ, is recognized by the Christian congregation in their worship
service: “Conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” Mary was not
saved solely by her motherhood but rather by her faith and obedience: “Blessed are
you who believed!” )

TULI AIKA, ETTÄ JEESUS ASTUI julkiseen toimintaansa. Isä Joosef oli
kuollut ja äiti Maria jäänyt leskeksi ja perheen yksinhuoltajaksi. Jeesus teki
ensimmäisen julkisen tunnustekonsa Kaanan häissä. Myös Maria oli siellä.
Kun häissä loppui viini, Maria kertoi siitä Jeesukselle, joka ymmärsi äidin
tarkoituksen. Hänen vastauksensa äidilleen oli yllättävä: ”Anna minun olla,
nainen. Minun aikani ei ole vielä tullut.” Jeesus oli kasvanut ulos kodistaan
aikuisuuteen ja julkiseen tehtäväänsä. Hänen elämänsä hetket olivat entistä
tietoisemmin taivaallisen Isän johdatuksessa. Jumala salli Poikansa tehdä
ensimmäisen tunnustekonsa, joka ylitti äiti Marian rohkeimmatkin toiveet ja
odotukset. Vesi muuttui viiniksi. Tällä teolla Jeesus ilmaisi kirkkautensa.
Myös hänen opetuslapsensa uskoivat häneen.
Kohta tämän jälkeen Maria muutti perheensä kanssa Kapernaumiin. Elämän
täyttivät jokapäiväiset askareet perheen huoltajana. Maria seurasi kodistaan ja
sen tehtävistä käsin Jeesuksen vaiheista, kun tämän julkinen toiminta jatkui.
Jeesuksen tie lapsuuden kodista kulki kohti Isän kotia taivaassa, johon hän
osoitti itse olevansa tie ja valmistavansa tietä jokaiselle, joka uskoo häneen.
Lopulta hänen oli kuljettava ristin tie Golgatalle ja kuolemaan. Kuolevan
Jeesuksen ristin luona seisoivat uskollisina saattajina hänen äitinsä Maria,
tämän sisar sekä Magdalan Maria ja Maria, Klopaksen vaimo.
Jeesuksen äiti Maria katseli poikansa kärsimystä ja kuolemaa. Äidin suru oli
suurimmillaan ja murhe mittaamaton. Tuskallisemmin kuin kukaan toinen
koskaan Maria kantoi sydämessään käsittämättömiä kysymyksiä: Näinkö oli
toteutuva vanhan Simeonin ennustus miekasta, joka on käyvä äidin sydämen
lävitse? Näinkö oli toteutuva Jumalan lupaus vaimon siemenestä, joka on
polkeva rikki käärmeen pään?
Kun Jeesus näki äitinsä Marian ja opetuslapsensa Johanneksen, hän sanoi
äidilleen: ”Nainen, tämä on sinun poikasi!” Sitten hän sanoi opetuslapselle:
”Tämä on äitisi!” Siitä hetkestä lähtien opetuslapsi piti huolta Jeesuksen äidistä.
Elämänsä loppuvuodet Maria asui Jerusalemissa omien poikiensa, Jeesuksen
veljien luona. He elivät yhteydessä alkuseurakuntaan sen toimivina jäseninä.
”He pitivät kaikki yhtä ja rukoilivat lakkaamatta yhdessä.”
Maria on esikuva kaikille uskoville kaikkina aikoina. Hän oli pelastushistorian keskuksessa. Hänen kauttaan toteutuivat vanhan liiton ennustukset. Alkoi
uuden liiton aika. Maria oli kuin uusi Eeva. Ensimmäisen Eevan kautta
tapahtui syntiinlankeemus. Uuden Eevan kautta syntyi uusi Aadam, joka sovitti
ihmisten synnit. Tämä kiteytyy myös Elisabetin sanoissa Marialle: “Siunattu
olet sinä, naisista siunatuin, ja siunattu sinun kohtusi hedelmä!” Tätä Jumalan
pelastustekoa Kristuksessa tunnustaa kristillinen seurakunta jumalan palveluksessaan: ”Sikisi Pyhästä Hengestä, syntyi neitsyt Mariasta.” Maria ei ole autuas
ainutlaatuisen äitiytensä vaan uskonsa ja kuuliaisuutensa perusteella: ”Autuas
sinä, joka uskoit!” )
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Kathy Looks Forward
to A New Season
Sandra Pylvainen
“WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME? For a few years now, the thought of ‘lightening the load’ has been gnawLQJµ.DWK\/DKRH[SODLQHG7KHQVKHÀQDOO\GHFLGHGWKHWLPHKDGFRPHWRUHWLUHIURPKHUSRVLWLRQDV
&RPPXQLFDWLRQV$VVLVWDQWDWWKH//&RIÀFHDQGWRPRYHIRUZDUGWRKDYLQJPRUHIUHHDQGÁH[LEOHWLPH
For the past fourteen years, Kathy was a welcoming smile for co-workers who turned to her for help with
HPDLOVDQGSKRQHFDOOVDQGIRUYLVLWRUVZKRFDPHWRWKHRIÀFH,WZDV.DWK\·VFDOPDQGVWHDG\YRLFHWKDW
guided callers and visitors toward answers to their questions.
 ,QDVKHUEDELHVKDGJURZQ.DWK\ÀUVWFDPHWRZRUNSDUWWLPHDV5HFHSWLRQLVWDQG3XEOLFDWLRQV
Assistant at the LLC. Then she added Christian Education Assistant to her duties. Eventually, Communications
Assistant was also added to her list of responsibilities. At each step, Kathy willingly took on new tasks and
learned them quickly.
When asked about her best memories, Kathy says, “I’ve enjoyed all of the different tasks to some degree,
but the most enjoyable and rewarding of all these years has been meeting and getting to know so many
different believers from all over the country.” This statement coincides with the feelings so many have about
Kathy’s work at the desk and the phone. She was a reliable source of friendliness and patience.
So often, the tasks are listed, but the blessings that come with the work are greater, as Kathy points out:
´,·YHUHFHLYHGVRPXFKIURPWKHIDLWKGLVFXVVLRQVWKDWFRPHDERXWVRRIWHQµ7KLVEHQHÀWRIWKHZRUNLVZKDW
each worker receives when involved in the work of the kingdom of God, whether employed or volunteering.
Going forward, Kathy plans to work at home in the family business. Most important though, she looks
forward to spending time with children and grandchildren and getting back to the personal pastimes, like
sewing, that have given her pleasure for years. In this new season of life, other opportunities to serve will
present themselves. Kathy’s gifts will be appreciated there, too. )

PHOTO: MATTHEW KERANEN

Kathy Laho

New Smiles Warm
Ì i "vwVi
Ruth DeLacey and Adeline Moll
Join the Staff
Sandra Pylvainen

Ruth DeLacey
PHOTO: ADELINE MOLL

Ruth DeLacey

AS WE WISH Kathy Laho a happy retirement, we in turn welcome Ruth DeLacey to Kathy’s
former position as LLC Communications Administrative Assistant.
 5XWKVD\VVKHDOZD\VZDVIDVFLQDWHGZLWKZRUNDWWKH//&RIÀFH$VDYROXQWHHUZLWKWKH
Publications Committee, she saw some of the work, like the publishing of board books, close
up. This interest is what led her to apply at LLC.
The position as an administrative assistant is a “lane-change” for Ruth. She will miss her
former workplace, Parkside Elementary, where she was a paraprofessional for ten years. But
with an optimistic outlook, Ruth already is settling into her new setting. She says she is learning
a lot, and “whatever God means for me, I want to be helpful in this work.”

Adeline Moll

PHOTO: RUTH DELACEY

Adeline Moll

ADELINE MOLL will take on the position of Administrative Assistant for Mission Work, a
position formerly held by Helen Hillukka, but paused for the past year due to the imposed travel
UHVWULFWLRQVRIWKHSDQGHPLF$VWUDYHOLVUHVXPHGWKH0LVVLRQ:RUNRIÀFHZLOODJDLQEH
sending speakers on trips abroad.
Adeline’s college preparation is in mathematics and education; presently, she is a graduate
student in a computer science program. Her interest in computer technology will support the
LLC in multiple ways, and especially in the area of Mission Work, where schedules and travel
GRFXPHQWVQHHGFORVHPRQLWRULQJDQGLQIRUPDWLRQQHHGVHDV\DFFHVV$VWKHPLVVLRQÀHOG
continues to expand, the need for online support grows.
After teaching mathematics last year, Adeline looks forward to this time of further study and
work at the LLC. She views the work at LLC as a perfect way to apply her learning in a
practical setting. Since working at camps in the past, Adeline feels positively towards working
with believers. She expects that the work climate will be warm and supportive for her faithlife,
and the work experience will help develop her skills in computer science applications. )
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UPCOMING LLC MISSION TRIPS
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the LLC has
suspended foreign mission trips. We continue to
monitor the situation and will reinstate these activities
as it becomes possible. We remember in prayer our
DTQVJGTUCPFUKUVGTUKPHQTGKIPOKUUKQPƂGNFU

REMEMBER:
Service Men and Women in Prayer and with Mail
Service personnel, or their families may submit the
names and addresses of active duty members of the
armed services to appear in this space. Consider a gift
subscription to the Voice of Zion or recorded sermons
for your loved one who is in the service.
Note: Mail to all service personnel uses
regular U.S. postage rates.
Mark & Angela Hoikka
6819 Dorothy Louise Dr
San Antonio, TX 78229-4905
Mark 623-332-7113
mhoikka@hotmail.com
Angela 623-337-0258
angela.hoikka@gmail.com
LCPL Huhta, Blake
PO Box 91561
Yuma, AZ 85369-1561
218-539-9941
L CPL Ryan Kako
PO Box 8482
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547

Eric & Rosella Randall
2914 Gamewell Cir.,
Eastover, NC 28312
CPL Randall, John
1/4 DET 1, USS MAKIN ISLAND
Wpns Co, 81's plt, Alpha sec.
Unit 89041
FPO AP 96610-4100
MIDN 3/c Nels Waaraniemi
PO Box 15141
Annapolis, MD 21412
njwaaraniemi@gmail.com
763-607-6973

Loren & Ashley Krey
PO Box 4724
Fort Eustis, VA 23604

2021 LLC
Summer Services
Online

SERVICE SCHEDULES
CANADA
ALBERTA

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Flagstaff
Meeting place: Sturgeon Cromer Elementary School
5KNXGT5CFFNG4QCF(NCIUVCHH#<^NNEƃCIUVCHHQTI

Lethbridge Laestadian Lutheran Church

Sunday school 9:15 am | Sunday service 10:30 am

Chairman: Allen Pirness 403-894-0515 | pirness@hotmail.com
Secretary: Kris Ylioja 403-308-6170 | kylioja@hotmail.com

For visiting minister and communion service details, see online calendar.
Chairman: 612-741-7615 | Secretary: 602-885-3105

Sept–May
Sunday school ............................................................................ 10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
1st Sunday communion
3rd Sunday evening service ........................................................ 7:00 pm
Song services 1st Friday of the month
Bible class Friday .......................................................................... 7:30 pm

June–Aug
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am

ONTARIO
Toronto Laestadian
Lutheran Congregation
5579 Hwy 27, Cookstown, ON
Mailing address: PO Box 1035
Cookstown, ON, Canada L0L 1L0
Sunday school (Labour Day–Mother’s Day).............................12:00 pm
Sunday service (Labour Day–end of June) ................................ 1:00 pm
Sunday service (July–Labour Day) .............................................. 6:00 pm
Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Day Circle, Children’s Bible class, and song services
Friday (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) ........................................ 7:00 pm

Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
32424 N 43rd St, Cave Creek, AZ 85331
pllchurch.org | information@pllchurch.org
Chairman: 602-396-6929 | Secretary: 480-213-2201

Service Schedule
Phoenix Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................... 9:45 am
Glendale Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................... 6:00 pm
Sunday service .......................................... 8:30 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm
(1st Sunday Communion at all services)
Wednesday: Bible study .............................................................. 7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ................................................... 7:00 pm
Sunday service summer schedule .......................... 8:30 am & 11:00 am

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Prescott Valley
3120 Mountain View | PO Box 25517 | Prescott Valley, AZ 86312
Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday service (Communion–1st Sunday) ............................. 10:30 am
Wednesday–Bible class (except July) ....................................... 7:00 pm
Church: 928-775-5030
Chairman: 928-445-0407 | Secretary: 928-533-3347

Chairman: 416-688-5254 | Secretary: 905-936-6359
Church: 705-458-9568 (during services)

COLORADO

SASKATCHEWAN

Laestadian Lutheran Church of the
Roaring Fork Valley

Dunblane Laestadian Lutheran Church
Box 160, Macrorie, SK
Canada S0L 2E0
Phone & fax: 306-243-4837
Chairman: 306-243-4407
Secretary: 306-243-4836
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday services .......................................................................... 11:00 am
1st Sunday ................................................................................ 7:00 pm
Communion service 1st Sunday
Bible class (2nd, 3rd & 4th Friday) .............................................. 7:30 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ............................................................ 7:30 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday alt w/Outlook)............................ 7:00 pm

1859 N 1st St | PO Box 681 | Silt, CO 81652
Chairman: 970-618-7752 | www.llcrfv.org
Sunday school (Sept–May) ......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services (1st Sunday Communion)............................. 10:30 am
2nd & 4th Sunday evening services ........................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Youth Bible class, Day Circle,
Home and Family, or song services ....................................... 7:00 pm

FLORIDA
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Florida
#HƂNKCVGF..%%QPITGICVKQP
Contact: Secretary – Russell Roiko 612-723-1422 or
Treasurer – Vesa Paukkeri 954-294-6567

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Outlook Laestadian Lutheran Church
400 McKenzie St N
Outlook, SK Canada S0L 2N0
Phone: 306-867-8950
Chairman: 306-867-7530
Secretary: 306-867-9632
secretary.OLLC@gmail.com
www.outlookllchurch.org

Service Schedule (English & Finnish)
Apr–Nov

Dec–Mar

At homes
Contact above

Sunday–2:00 pm
St. Andrews Lutheran Church
928 South E St, Lake Worth

ILLINOIS
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Illinois
Chairman: 847-543-4121 | Secretary: 847-543-4121

JULY 1–4

Welcome to our services!

“Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.”
– Rev. 2:10

Sunday school (Sept–May)..................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service (June–Aug) ................................. 10:00 am
Sunday service (Sept–May) .................................. 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday
Sunday evening service (1st & 3rd Sunday) ......... 6:30 pm
Bible class (Friday) .................................................. 7:00 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ....................................... 7:00 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday) ..................................6:30 pm

Sept–May

June–Aug

Sunday school ............... 10:00 am Sunday services............ 10:00 am
Sunday services ............ 10:45 am
Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Bible class last Sunday of month

MICHIGAN
290 Fairground,
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-451-0500
www.dllchurch.org

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Information on this online event
will be posted on our website
llchurch.org and on Facebook
and Instagram.

Join us there!

Saskatoon Laestadian
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Chairman: 306-343-1116 | saskatoonllc.org
Sunday school (Sept–Apr) .........................................................12:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (Sept–Apr) .............. 1:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (May–Aug) ............12:30 pm
Bible class / Song services – Friday (Sept–Apr) ........................ 7:00 pm

UNITED STATES
ALASKA
Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Ln, Wasilla, AK 99654 | Chairman: 907-315-1197
Sunday school (during school year) .........................................10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................11:00 am
Bible class – Wednesday .............................................................7:30 pm
Song services – 1st Wednesday .................................................7:30 pm

ARIZONA

SEPT–MAY:

Sunday services
Sunday school
Bible class
Song services

11:00 am (Communion on 1st Sunday)
9:45 am
7:00 pm on 1st & 3rd Wednesday
7:00 pm on 1st Wednesday
alternating with Bible class.
Youth Bible class 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesday
Day Circle 10:30 am on 1st Saturday

Ishpeming Laestadian Lutheran Church
567 Washington St, Ishpeming, MI 49849 | 906-485-1791

Sunday (Sept–May)

Sunday (June–Aug)

Sunday school .................9:45 am
Worship service .............11:00 am
6:30 pm

Worship service.............. 11:00 am
7:00 pm

Communion service – First Sunday | No evening service – Last Sunday

Wednesday (Sept–Apr) Bible class ......................................... 7:00 pm
Song service or discussion – First Wednesday

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Glendale

Pelkie Laestadian Lutheran Congregation

Chairman: 623-556-6911 | Secretary: 623-810-2911

Church address: 15439 Pelkie Rd, Pelkie, MI 49958 | 906-353-7531
Mailing address: 22399 Broemer Rd, Chassel, MI 49916
Chairman: Albert Hongisto 906-482-0878
Secretary: Roy Pikkarainen 906-482-2166
Pastor: James Frantti 906-483-0712

LLC of Glendale is holding services jointly with
Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church until further notice.
See the current service schedule at pllchurch.org
Please check the website for any location changes.
Website: http://www.llcofglendale.org | Email: info@llcofglendale.org
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Chairman: Briar Siljander 248-978-2982 | bsiljander@gmail.com
Secretary: Julie Honkala 248-224-1399 | juliehonkala@yahoo.com

THE VOICE OF ZION

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sundays: Worship service......................................................... 11:00 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................................. 11:00 am
2nd Wednesday: Bible study ..................................................... 6:30 pm

SERVICE SCHEDULES
MINNESOTA
Brainerd Laestadian
Lutheran Church
& Manor
1501 S 8th St, Brainerd, MN
218-829-5745
Chairman: 218-828-0536 | Secretary: 218-829-8055

Welcome to our services!
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
1st Sunday: Communion service
Wednesday evenings: Online devotion services...................... 7:00 pm
Sunday school (held in homes during school year)

Cokato Laestadian
Lutheran Church
16144–20th St SW, Cokato, MN 55321
320-286-2413
Sunday school (during school year) .......................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................................. 10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
Discussion ............................................................................... 7:00 pm
3rd & 4th Sundays:Services ...................................................... 10:30 am
Services.................................................................................... 7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services .................................................. 7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday: Bible class .................................... 7:00 pm
Chairman: 612-490-4103 | Secretary: 763-237-4663

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Elk River
8595 201st Ave NW, Nowthen, MN 55330
Mailing Address: 551 Marcia Dr, Big Lake, MN 55309
Chairman: Adrian Pirness 763-360-0820
Secretary: Becky Randall 763-274-1454

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday evening service* ............................................................. 6:30 pm
Wednesday activity* .................................................................... 7:00 pm
*No evening service on the 5th Sunday;
**The 1st Wednesday of the month is either
home services or song services.

NEW ARRIVALS
Rockford Laestadian Lutheran Church
Church address: 741 Ibarra Ave NE, Buffalo, MN
Church: 763-497-8211
Sunday morning services .......................................................... 10:30 am
Communion services on 1st Sunday............................................10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sunday evening services with a
Finnish sermon on the 1st Sunday......................................... 6:30 pm
4th Sunday youth discussion....................................................... 6:30 pm
Bible class on Wednesdays (except 1st Wednesday) .............. 7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* ............................................. 7:00 pm
*Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr
Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari | 763-291-5818 | jhaapsaari@rllchurch.org
Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 763-710-0266
Secretary: Jeff Hanson 763-568-2645

25 Juniper Ave NW, Menahga, MN 56464
218-564-4064 | www.llcmenahga.org
Chairman: 218-538-6583 | Pastor: 218-564-4702
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services ......................................................................... 10:30 am
1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:00 pm)
Wednesday Bible class, song services, or home services ....... 7:00 pm

Minneapolis Laestadian
Lutheran Church
13030 47th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55442
763-553-1601 | www.mllchurch.org
general@mllchurch.org

All Sunday morning sermons and special services are webcast
live from our website: www.mllchurch.org

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of Monticello
1860 County Rd 39 NE, Monticello, MN 55362
Chairman: 763-286-3097
Secretary: 612-298-5095
www.llcmonticello.org
Sunday School (Sept–May).......................................................... 9:15 am
Services (1st Sunday Communion) ........................................... 10:30 am
2nd and 4th Sunday: Services ..................................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday–Bible Class (except 1st Wednesday) .................... 7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* ............................................. 7:00 pm
*Home & Family Discussion Evening–Oct, Dec, Feb, and April

Derek & Ulla Mattila
South Haven, MN

A girl!

A girl!

Lotta Catherine

Georgia Ulla

January 12, 2021

February 5, 2021

Flathead Valley Laestadian Lutheran Church
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Services............................................... 7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Wednesday: Bible class ......................................... 7:00 pm
5th Wednesday: Song services ................................................... 7:00 pm
3rd Friday: Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr ..................... 7:00 pm
For visiting minister and communion service details,
see online calendar at fvllchurch.org

NORTH DAKOTA
Laestadian Lutheran Church of Williston
Meeting place: Zahl Community Center,
3rd Street (west end of), Zahl, ND 58856
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
Visiting Minister & Communion service: 1st Sunday of every month
Chairman: 602-908-9982 | Secretary: 218-255-1872

WASHINGTON
Longview Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
Service Schedule
Sunday school (Sept–May)
1st–4th Sundays ....................................................................... 9:15 am
5th Sunday ............................................................................... 5:15 pm
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
Youth discussion ...................................................................... 6:30 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Service .............................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
5th Sunday: Service ...................................................................... 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Song service or service ..................... 7:00 pm
Website: llc-longview.org (Sunday 10:30 am service webcast)

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of the North Sound
Service Location: Highland Elementary
3220 113th Ave NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258
Chairman: Paul Jacobson 425-280-4240
website: llcns.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible class (last Wednesday song services) ......... 7:00 pm
(school year)
2nd Sunday/month service or discussion .................................. 6:00 pm

Seattle Laestadian
Lutheran Church
22420 - 102nd Ave SE
Woodinville, WA 98072
www.seallc.org
Mailing address: PO Box 981, Monroe, WA 98272-4907
Sunday school (during school year) ........................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
2nd Sunday: Services ...............................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
3rd Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
4th Sunday: Services ................................................................ 10:30 am
Youth discussion .................................................................... 7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible class ............................................................. 7:00 pm

Editors: Matthew Keranen, mkeranen@llchurch.org
Sandra Pylvainen, spylvainen@llchurch.org
Layout: Annette Johnson, ajohnson@llchurch.org
LOCAL PUBLICATIONS DIRECTORS
Wendy Agbowada, Rockford, MN . . . . .wlhendrickson@gmail.com
Heidi Aho, East Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . nathanheidi.aho@gmail.com
Michelle Bowen, North Sound, WA . .michellebowen2001@yahoo.com
Deanna Byman, Longview, WA . . . . . . . . . . bymandm@gmail.com
Vanessa Byman, Williston, ND . . . . . . . . vaness1515@hotmail.com
Connie Erickson, Spokane, WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ctericks@aol.com
Peggy Glynn, Menahga, MN . . . . . . . . . . . . peggyglynn@msn.com
Gina Haapala, Elk River, MN . . . . . . . . . . . ginahaapala@yahoo.com
Christina Jacobson, Ishpeming, MI . . . tinananny2011@gmail.com
Keilah Johnson, Prescott, AZ . . . . . . . . . keilahroxanne@gmail.com
Taryn Johnson, Flathead Valley, MT . . . . . .tarynmattila@gmail.com
Shelby Jurmu, Monticello, MN . . . . . . . . . . . shelbyj229@gmail.com
Keith Kariniemi, Cokato, MN . . . . . . . . . keithkariniemi@gmail.com
Andrea Lahti, Roaring Fork Valley, CO. . . . . . .lahtial14@gmail.com
Brittany Laulainen, Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . rblaulainen@mtaonline.net
Brooke Loukusa, Seattle, WA . . . . . . . . . . . loukusa.be@gmail.com
Eija Mikkola, Toronto, ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vmikkol@gmail.com
Kendra Parks, Saskatoon, SK . . . . . . . . kendra.e.parks@gmail.com
Russ Roiko, Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .raroiko@reagan.com
Martha Rousu, Phoenix, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . .merousu@hotmail.com
Tiina Savolainen, Lethbridge, AB . . . . . . . . tiinasisko@hotmail.com
Lynn Siljander, Detroit, MI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lmsiljander@gmail.com
Karin Simonson, Dunblane, SK . . . . . . . . . . . . kls514@mail.usask.ca
Leah Simonson, Outlook, SK . . . . . . . . . leahsimonson@gmail.com
Rachael Smith, Glendale, AZ . . . . . . . . deserteyecare@yahoo.com
SUBSCRIPTION RATES (New rates effective January 1, 2020)
Voice of Zion & Christmas in Zion:
North America Print Edition, $54/year
International Print Edition, $80/year
Shepherd’s Voice: North America Print Edition, $31/year
International Print Edition, $50/year
The current issue of the Voice of Zion and Shepherd’s Voice may
be purchased as a PDF download under eBooks for $5.00/each.
To order and renew subscriptions, go to the “Subscriptions” tab
on the LLC’s online store, www.llchurch.org.
Address Changes: Go to www.llchurch.org. Under Publications
tab complete “Change of Address” form. Also update your
address in your online store account to ensure continued delivery.
0QVGVQ75TGUKFGPVU5WDUETKRVKQPUCTGUGPVDWNMOCKNCPFCTGPQV
HQTYCTFGF5WDOKVEJCPIGQHCFFTGUUKPHQTOCVKQPCUUQQPCURQUUKDNG
For subscription assistance, contact Ruth DeLacey at rdelacey@
llchurch.org or 763-479-2422.
ADVERTISING RATES
Small Ad (3" x 2" or less): $15.00/month
Large Ad (3" x 2" or more): $25.00/month
Note: minimum 15 euro charge for advertising invoices sent to Europe.
Announcements:
Birth, engagement, wedding and card of thanks: $17.00
Death: $35.00
Submit information on the forms at www.llchurch.org > About >
LLC Organization > Publications > Voice of Zion Announcements.
Contact Annette Johnson at ajohnson@llchurch.org with inquiries.
Submit death announcements and inquiries to Ruth DeLacey at
rdelacey@llchurch.org
Ads must be submitted by the 1st of the month preceding the
month of publication.

Church: 360-668-7116 | Chairman: 360-668-6382

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Spokane

Wolf Lake, MN | 218-538-6708 | www.wlllchurch.org

Address: 35213 N Dalton Rd | Church: 509-276-7635
Mailing: PO Box 1896, Deer Park, WA 99006 | www.llc-spokane.org
Chairman: 509-280-9696 | Secretary: 509-276-7509

Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:45 am
Sunday worship .......................................................................... 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday each month ...................................... 11:00 am
Friday – Bible class ....................................................................... 7:00 pm
Communion 1st Sunday even numbered months all year .........6:00 pm
2nd Sunday G.P.A. Nursing Home service ................................ 2:00 pm

Sunday school (Sept–May): ......................................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................. 10:30 am
Service ...................................................................................... 1:00 pm
2nd Sunday: Service.................................................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
3rd, 4th Sunday: Service ............................................................ 10:30 am
1st Wednesday: Song service ..................................................... 7:00 pm
2nd, 4th Wednesday: Bible class ................................................ 7:00 pm

Wolf Lake Laestadian Lutheran Church

Ward & Mandy Plough
Longview, WA

Meeting Place: East Side Grange - 27 Creston Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901
Chairman: 406-309-4388 | Secretary: 406-314-2871

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services ......................................................................... 10:30 am
Sunday evening services ............................................................. 6:30 pm
1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:30 pm)
Wednesday evening .................................................................... 7:00 pm
Bible class, song services, or home services (Sept–May)
Services (June–Aug)

Born to

MONTANA

PO Box 2795 | Longview, WA 98632-9635 | 360-425-7410

Laestadian Lutheran Church
of Menahga

Born to

THE VOICE OF ZION

LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (LLC)
279 N Medina St, Suite 150, Loretto, MN 55357
Phone: 763-479-2422 | Fax: 763-479-2133 | info@llchurch.org
1HƂEGJQWTUs/s(

Chairman:
Jim Frantti
home: 906-483-0712
jfrantti@llchurch.org
Executive Director:
Eric Jurmu
cell: 763-402-3695
ejurmu@llchurch.org

Visit the LLC website at: www.llchurch.org
Site includes:
- Live sermons
- News and notes
- Publications information
- Online store
- Articles and presentations
- Camp activities enrollment
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MISSION WORK FIELD NOTES

CAMP MATTERS

Supporting Domestic
Mission Work
Allen Pirness
YOU MAY REMEMBER seeing a link to an online survey
about the Domestic Mission Work Project a few months ago.
The link to the survey was sent out to congregations from the
//&2IÀFH7KDQN\RXWRWKRVHZKRZHUHDEOHWRFRPSOHWH
this survey. This survey was used as an information gathering
component to a project that the Midwestern Area Mission
Committee has been working on over the last couple years.
This project started when Jon Bloomquist, who at the time
was the Director of Mission Work for LLC, requested help in
one of our meetings. LLC resources have been largely
dedicated to foreign mission work and the domestic mission
work component has not been able to be revisited in a meaningful way for some years.
Our committee discussed what falls within the parameters
of domestic mission work and how we can support it at a local
level. We did a mission work resource material inventory and
from that we realized how powerful the search tool on the
LLC website is. Our discussion recognized that the way people
communicate and access information has changed, so we need
to make sure that information and support for individual’s
mission work interactions are in a useable format as well.
We did not want to assume that our discussions were
H[KDXVWLYHRQGHÀQLQJWKHVFRSHRIWKHWRSLFVRZHFDPHXS
with a survey that would help to steer us in the right direction
with this project. It was reassuring to receive many responses
to the survey. It encouraged us that the responses were in line
with what our discussions have been also. There is broad
support for the work of God’s kingdom and this Domestic
Mission Work Project is no exception.
We are now looking at the survey results and working to
create support materials for considering the interactions we
have with those outside of our congregations at times such as
when outsiders come to services or ask questions during
interactions in our daily life. We expect that this will take
some time and will allow us to develop useful information for
congregations and individuals. It may also help us to consider
more deeply how welcome our services and events are to those
on the outside.
God’s kingdom is where the gospel of the forgiveness of sins
is preached. We want all to believe, as we have been granted
grace to believe. The invitation to the world is still the same as
it was to Nathanael; “come and see.” As such, we want to
remember that our services and events are open invitations to
our neighbors. We hope to continue to explore this topic in our
discussions. We have been encouraged by the support for this
project and we ask that you continue to remember the workers
and the work, even domestic mission work, in your prayers. )
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Pharisees and Sadducees
Rockford Bible Study Day
Jouko Haapsaari and Dan Wuollet
Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
Sadducees. (Matt. 16:6)
WHO WERE THE PHARISEES AND THE SADDUCEES of Jesus’ time? This question was posed
before the Rockford Bible Study Day held on January 23, both in person at the Rockford Church, and
synchronously online via Zoom.
Jesus spoke often with and about the Pharisees and the Sadducees. John the Baptist refers to both
groups as vipers (Matt. 3:7). Who were these two groups and what is their history? The Jewish
historian Josephus calls them two of the most important sects among the Jews. They existed as
parties from about 200 years before Jesus until the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem by the
5RPDQVLQ$'7KH\ZHUHDWWKHSHDNRIWKHLULQÁXHQFHGXULQJ-HVXV·OLIHWLPH
Easton’s Bible Dictionary says the Pharisees were separatists with the name stemming from the
Hebrew word “parash” meaning to separate. The Sadducees (Zadokites) trace their history to Zadok,
a high priest in the times of David and Solomon. The Sadducees were mainly educated upper class
residing predominately in Jerusalem. They controlled the temple, the center of Jewish religious life.
Most of the high priests at that time were Sadducees. They were a majority in the Sanhedrin (or
Council) that served as the highest court in Judea. The Pharisees, by contrast, were a populist faction
that controlled the synagogues; they also served in the Sanhedrin. The two groups did not get along
with each other. Both groups hated Jesus and strived to kill Him. Later they persecuted His followers,
Saul of Tarsus being the prime example (Acts 26:10–11).
The presentations brought out how Jesus dealt with these sects and their teachings. The Pharisees strictly followed the laws of Moses and added perhaps six hundred more based on the traditions of the elders. These they followed in minute detail. Jesus spoke a parable of the prayers of the
Pharisee and the Publican to point out the self-serving hypocrisy of the Pharisee (Luke 18:9–13).
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus (Apostle Paul) serves as an example of how the wrong minded
zeal of the Pharisee was changed in an instant when Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus
(Acts 9 and 26).
The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection, nor angels, nor spirits (Acts 23:8). They set logic
traps for Jesus, one in asking whether to pay tribute to Rome and in another, challenging who would
be a woman’s husband in the resurrection if she had married seven brothers, each in succession
(Mark 12:18–27). Jesus derided their lack of knowledge of God’s power and for their lack of understanding the scriptures. The Sadducees were limited by trusting only in human understanding and
not being able to believe God’s Word or trust it.
Jesus taught his disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the leaven of the Sadducees. After not initially understanding Jesus’ meaning, the disciples later realized that He spoke of
the teachings of these two sects. While the teachings were different from each other, they are both
wrong. The discussion following the presentations centered on the question, does this instruction of
Jesus still apply to believers today? Several local participants took speaking turns and one remote
attendee joined in the discussion.
We experienced how God’s Word warmed the atmosphere and became alive and applicable for this
time. God’s Word is a living Word, and His Spirit joins the hearts together to thankfully marvel at
the gift of living faith and the hope of heaven. )
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The Reward Is Great
Wolf Lake Fall Services
Renae Wuollet and Esa Vilkama

PHOTO: JOUKO HAAPSAARI

NEARLY FIFTY PEOPLE
gathered in the Rockford
church for the annual January Bible Study Day. In addiVKQPVJGTGYGTGCTQWPFƂHV[
connected to the event by
<QQOCUYGNNCUVJGƂHV[
or so who listened to the
event via Mixlr. This was the
largest attendance yet for
this event. The technical
staff masterfully handled
the audio/visual/computer
connections so that all the
attendees, local and remote, were able to hear, or
hear and see all the presentations and discussion.
Remote participants were
able to add their comments to the discussion
from home with their voices
clearly heard in the church
and presumably also by
the remote attendees. The
advances in communication
and computer technology
over the last several years
are remarkable. God has
gifted the knowledge, skill,
and energy to believers to
willingly use their time and
VCNGPVUHQTVJGDGPGƂVQH*KU
kingdom. These technical
skills have been especially
important in this past year
as the pandemic has rendered travel and meetings
FKHƂEWNVQTGXGPKORQUUKDNG

THE WOLF LAKE, MINN., CONGREGATION
held its annual Fall Services on October 2–4,
,WZDVWKHÀUVWWLPHZHKDGELJJHUVHUYLFHV
in our renovated church. The original church was
built in 1956. We are happy and thankful to the
heavenly Father for the beautiful place of worship
He has provided.
In his opening words, Wolf Lake speaker Darwin
Lake spoke how “he that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life” (John 3:35,36). A guest speaker
Brian Johnson from Elk River, Minn., spoke about
the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, and the sheepfold
(John 10:1–11). In order to come into God’s kingdom
a person must enter through the door. Tomm Stewart
from Seattle, Wash., was another guest speaker. His
text was Ephesians 2:1–9. He reminded us of Luther
and the theme of the Reformation: we are saved
alone by grace, alone by faith, alone by the merit of
Christ. Faith is a grace gift.

On Saturday, Johnson spoke about the parable of the
sower. Then, in the evening Stewart gave a presentation on
“The Righteousness of Faith and Righteousness of Life”.
Our righteousness is Christ. It is founded on Scriptures – the
Word of God is our highest authority. God has called and
protected us in turmoil and rest. True righteousness of life as
God would see it comes only as a fruit of correct faith. As
grace beggars we desire to hear the gospel. “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth “(Rom. 1:16). “Fear
QRWOLWWOHÁRFNIRULWLV\RXU)DWKHU VJRRGSOHDVXUHWRJLYH
you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
On Sunday, Tomm Stewart spoke on Psalm 139:1–24. He
emphasized the importance of “Search me, O God, and
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts.” Brian
Johnson’s text was Matthew 18:35. He reminded us that we
are living in the kingdom of forgiveness. Wolf Lake
speaker Phil Alajoki concluded our services with a sermon
on the text of Numbers 6:22–27. He reminded listeners that
it pays to believe because the reward is great that is
prepared for us. )

PHOTOS: ESA VILKAMA

Service guests visit under the
autumn sun in front of the newly
renovated Wolf Lake church.
LEFT: Guest minister Tomm Stewart
of Seattle, Wash., served at Fall
Services.
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A PLACE OF WATCHING

A Special Place
to Teach
Becky Simonson
GOD IS THE GIVER OF ALL GIFTS. I have found that trusting in His will has led
me on a career path for which I am grateful. My teaching career began with some
variety. I worked in a kindergarten classroom for several years in small town Saskatchewan. Following this, I was fortunate enough to secure a position to teach grade one
for a year in New Zealand. Then, I did substitute teaching and accepted a temporary
position at a school on a First Nations reserve. Finally, my substitute teaching led me to
my current position: teacher/principal for kindergarten to grade nine at a small school
on a Hutterite colony.
This school is special: it is not far from the city of Saskatoon, and the community is
tucked along the river in a verdant valley. I was initially quite taken with this unique
culture with the traditional dress, their English language with a German accent, and
their lifestyle. The Hutterite people live and share together in community as this is a
central part of their doctrine.
 7KHVFKRROURRPZKHQ,ÀUVWEHJDQWHDFKLQJWKHUHZDVVPDOOEXWFR]\LQWKH
EDVHPHQWRIWKHFKXUFKEXLOGLQJ7KDWÀUVWGD\ZDVH[FLWLQJDV,DUULYHGDWWKHVFKRRO
just one hour before my students! The most exciting part though, was when I got the
FDOODIHZZHHNVODWHUWRFRQÀUPWKDW,ZRXOGEHVLJQHGRQSHUPDQHQWFRQWUDFWWR
WHDFKLQWKLVORYHO\OLWWOHVFKRRO,QWKDWÀUVW\HDURIWHDFKLQJ,KDGRQO\QLQHVWXGHQWV
and I was the lone teacher. Gradually, as the community grew, so did the student
PHOTOS: BECKY SIMONSON
QXPEHUVDQGVWDIÀQJ1RZWKLVVFKRROKDVVWXGHQWVDQG,KDYHDKDOIWLPHWHDFKHU
Becky in her classroom.
and an educational assistant to help with the learning program. Our school moved
from the basement of the church to the upstairs. With a new church built on the
Having taught in this community for so many years, I have gotten to know its people
colony, the old church has been renovated to include two large classrooms, one for the
well.
They are supportive and generous to the teachers of their children and have
kindergarten to grade three students and the other, where most of my teaching time is
welcomed us in their midst in so many ways. We share meals with them in the commuspent, for grades four to nine.
nity dining room and are often invited over for a cup of coffee. This has provided a
Teachers on Hutterite colonies need to become masters at multitasking, as our
unique and continuous line of communication between the home and the school. The
classrooms are truly split grade classrooms. I group students together in many of the
parents are grateful for the work we do for their children and show their support and
subject areas and rotate the curriculum so that all students meet the outcomes that our
appreciation regularly.
provincial government has set. Some subjects present more of a challenge than others.
COVID-19 has limited these interactions with the community, but we have managed
Math, for example, must be taught by grade and developmental readiness. Also, since I
quite well through texting and phone calls, and outdoor conversations. I have felt
teach these students through every grade, we develop a deep, caring relationship. As a
fortunate to be able to teach in my classroom this year. Schooling was done at home
teacher, this lets me see teaching through a very wide lens, and I can seamlessly work
IURP0DUFKWR-XQHLQDQGLWZDVGLIÀFXOWWRPDQDJHWKDWDVRXUVWXGHQWVDQG
on skills from one year to the next.
Physical Education is a favourite subject for many students, and it’s no different at my families do not have the devices to do schooling online.
I feel God’s guidance in my teaching position at the Hutterite Colony. I have not felt
school. What is unique is that our “gymnasium” is the great outdoors! Because of the
shy to discuss my faith with the members of this community, and they have likewise been
colony’s great location, we enjoy hiking along the river in every season. In the winter,
free to discuss theirs. Mutually, we believe that we trust in God, and we live our lives
we do treks on snowshoes, and we groom long cross-country trails. Just behind our
according to our faith. Though our faith doctrine is different, we respect and accept these
school in the valley is an amazing hill for sledding, so every recess and many physical
education classes are spent climbing and sliding down that hill. Field hockey, broomball, differences. We have found unity in knowing that God is the giver of all gifts. I love
being the teacher in this community and have felt that love and care in return. )
soccer and baseball have become the favourite sports amongst my students.

Saskatchewan River and the valley, taken during a fall hike with students.

PAGE 20 | MARCH 2021

The sliding hill behind the school.
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