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Read about this theme on pages 6–8.

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,  
from whence cometh my help. 
My help cometh from the Lord,  
which made heaven and earth. 
Psalm 121:1,2
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We Have Felt God’s Hand 
Brita Fredrickson 

ON JANUARY 17, Greg Jacobson of Columbia Falls, 

EDITORIAL

What Does God Wish 
to Teach Us? 

Adrian Pirness 

AT THE CLOSE OF A YEAR and the beginning of a new one, we 

we need to wait a few seconds for the screen to refresh, we wonder if the 

remind and encourage one another with patience and allow time for God 

written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience 

PHOTO: ANNE SERVIN 

PHOTO: CAROLINE JACOBSON 



FEBRUARY 2021  |  PAGE 3THE VOICE OF ZION

Page 6–7
HOME AND FAMILY: 

Contentment  

and Patience
  

Page 10–11
YOUTH: 

Seeking Patience
  

Page 14–15 
MISSION WORK  

FIELD NOTES:

Mission Work  

is Assigned by God 
  

VZ/2
THE AUTHOR OF A POPULAR BOOK 

at another’s gifts with greed in our heart, it can 

Why is my house so plain? 
And how can someone be so fortunate to have 
such a beautiful home? Their furniture looked 
new, the décor like I’d see in a magazine, not 

other used items. And how did they know how 
to put everything together so nicely? 

We can want another person’s nature or 

communicate with others, and we wish we 

humbled and penitent, and Joseph was able to 

mind is central to happiness in life and 

brothers and sisters when we see how God 

In addition to being a wife, 
mother and grandmother, 
Lori Loukusa recently 
retired from her LLC 
position as publications 
Assistant Editor. She looks 
forward to cultivating her 
interest in memoir writing 
and working with textiles. 

Lori Loukusa

Envy Steals Happiness 

COLUMN

2021 LLC LECTIONARY 

EASTER PERIOD – LENT 

February 17, 2021 
Ash Wednesday 
Penitence and fasting 
Ps. 57:1–3,10,11; Joel 2:12–17;  
2 Pet. 1:1–11; 1 Pet. 4:1–5;  
Matt. 6:16–21; Luke 13:22–30 

February 21, 2021 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Jesus, the Victor  
over temptations 
Ps. 91:1–4,11,12; Isa. 1:16–20; 
Gen. 3:1–7(8–19); Heb. 2:9,17,18; 
Mark 1:12,13 

February 28, 2021 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Prayer and faith 
Ps. 25:1–10; Gen. 32:22–32; 
James 1:2–6; Luke 7:36–50 

March 7, 2021
3rd Sunday in Lent
Jesus, the Victor  
over evil’s power
Ps. 25:11–20; Jer. 7:23–26;  
1 John 5:18–20; John 8:46–59 

March 14, 2021 
4th Sunday in Lent 
The Bread of Life 
Ps. 84:5–9,12; Isa. 55:1–3;  
Rev. 21:6,7; John 6:48–58 

March 21, 2021 
Mary’s Day 
The handmaid of the Lord 
Ps. 113:1–8; 1 Sam. 2:1,2,6–9; 
Rom. 8:1–4; Luke 1:46–55 

March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday 
The King of Glory’s lowly way 
Ps. 22:1–5; Ps. 118:26–29;  
Isa. 50:4–10; Zech. 9:9,10;  
Phil. 2:5–11; Heb. 7:24–27;  
Matt. 21:12–17(18–22)
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of God’s Love 
Rick Nevala 

And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before 
them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And 
he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen 
unto him, Saying Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the son of man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall 
condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: And they 
shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall 
kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. And John and James the 
sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. And he said unto them, 
What would ye that I should do for you? They said unto him, Grant unto us 
that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in 
thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink 
of the cup that I drink of? And be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with? And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, 
Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I 
am baptized withal shall ye be baptized; But to sit on my right hand and on 
my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is 
prepared. And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased 
with James and John. But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, 
Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But 
so shall it not be among you; but whosoever will be great among you, shall 
be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be 
servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:32–45 

J

THE SABBATH WORD 2

Eric Jurmu 

WE CONTINUE TO

challenges, God’s Word would still reach to 
those who need comfort and encouragement 

LLC Winter and Summer Services 

• After careful consideration, and through 
discussion with planning committees, the 

has decided to hold both of these 2021 
 

Yet, in light of the continuing challenges 

 

 

again in person for the 2022 Winter 

Mission Work 

• 

We wish Greg, along with his wife 

• 
that all foreign mission trips are cancelled 

due to the pandemic, and mission trips 

• 

Facilities and Camp Work 

• 

details in purchasing the building in 

place and construction of the buildout will 

cations will be sent to LLC congregations 

• 

•  

• 

• 

with needed gifts, both temporal and 

News and Notes from LLC

Corrections 
Voice of Zion. 

Sower's Basket 

Summer Services Dates 
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Christ Forgives Sinners 
Michael Ylioja 

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went 
into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, 
which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind him weeping, 
and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
head, and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the 
Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, 
if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is 
that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering him said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. There was 

Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I 
suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast 
rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this 
woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she 
hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou 
gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my 
feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him 
began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said 
to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

Luke 7:36–50 

Jesus’ Mission 
Jesus came into this world not to call the righteous, but 

S

THE SABBATH WORD 4

• 
beset:

• Finnish Raamattu
synti kietou-

tuu meihin:

• 
• Finnish Biblia

synti tarttuu meihin: sin catches or 

Who is  
this  

that forgiveth  
sins also? 

of God,

ARTWORK: FÉLIX LOUIS LEULLIER
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Contentment and Patience: 
“Run with Patience the Race That Is Set before Us.” 

HOME AND FAMILY

John Stewart 

SPRING IS THE TIME OF YEAR 

nutrients are as the gentle care of the wholesome Word of God, while the warmth can be seen as the 

be barren nor unfruitful in the 

gospel, the essence of which is the 

and blood, remains our source of 

from this life and reached the 
reward it is good to recall the 
encouragement of the writer to 

we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of wit

weight, and the sin which doth 

with patience the race that is set 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOHN STEWART
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What Has Brought 
Contentment? 

Elida Holmstrom 

IS EVERYTHING OKAY

happiness and satisfaction, drawn from being at ease with one’s 

Have I been 
forgotten? Why doesn’t anyone come and visit?

Contentment and Patience in Life:  
Forgiveness, Pausing Social Media,  
and Soothing Music 

Emily Pirness 

CONTENTMENT IS 

Songs and Hymns of Zion has 

Discussion Points 

PHOTO: LINDSEY HAAPALA
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Aging in Faith 
Don Rousu 

AS TIME PASSES BY,

been against that, but God allowed this to happen as we under

much better to suffer, endure or put up with the trials here and 

FROM THE READER

Jason Parks 

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he 
inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He 
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out 
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 
and established my goings. And he hath put a 
new song in my mouth, even praise unto our 
God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall 
trust in the LORD.”

Ps. 40:1–3 

are times when the child of 
God anticipates the future but 

prophet Nathan that his infant child would die 

the child and so he left all to God’s hand while 

patience the course that is set before us  

 

heart, and grant us the strength to approach that 
fountain of grace where those sins can be 

 A child of God also must be patient with 

uniqueness also means that we are tempted and 

difference between the patience of man and the 

understand that our great debt of sin has been 

 
I was a weak one, toiling with my brothers; 
We were together, lifting one another. 
I had this grace: I worked beneath the Sun –  
Hope everlasting shined on all my labor.

SHZ 601:5 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

About Patience 

O
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I Will Forever Be Grateful 
Avery Forstie 

FROM A YOUNG AGE, 

THE SOWER'S BASKET

PHOTO: CHELSEA SIMONSON 

God’s Word for other reasons, perhaps to reinforce a 

others, including our children, grandchildren, with our 

creatures here below: Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost
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God’s Time 

Elle Wittenberg 

Hear the wind, 
Softly blow 
Sifting through 
The winter snow 

See the sun’s 
Golden rays 

Illuminate winter days 

Feel the chill 
Wrap around; 
Writhe through 
A small town 

All is quiet, 
Calm as night 
God stills disquiet 
Today, all is right 

Tomorrow will come, 
Hear creation’s hum 
Ride life’s rhyme; 
All in God’s time.  

Gratitude Can Bring Contentment and Patience 
Chandler Byman 

IN A YOUNG BELIEVER'S LIFE, patience is one aspect of faith that is both hoped and 

YOUTH

Seeking 
Patience 
ALL AGES MAY BE CHALLENGED 

and contentment. Yet, we can learn 
from others, especially we learn that 
we are not alone in this effort and 
that there are strategies that can help 
when we feel impatient. These youth 
pages explore the many obstacles 
and roads to contentment. Perhaps 
readers in every age and situation 

PROVERB 13:12: Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: 

I I am content, 
then I am happy, 

PHOTO: ELLE WITTENBERG

Being Able to Wait 
Julia Herrala 

PATIENCE IS BEING ABLE TO WAIT
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My Thoughts about Patience 
Tory Jurmu 

PATIENCE IN A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE 

go as planned, it is hard to accept how things 

lessons to teach that there’s a bright side to 

people, which leads to impatience and stress 

that there is nothing new under the sun and it is 

but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.

My Pie 
Maaret Petaisto 

I’M THE WORST PERSON

Patience Means 
Waiting 

Avery Davison 

WE ALL WAIT all the time. Our birthdays 
never seem to come quickly enough. 
Christmas always seems like an eternity 
away. But how can we be patient when wait-
ing for these things? 
 When I’m waiting for something, such as 
the time to leave to go to a friend’s house, 
it’s good to keep myself busy by going 
outside or calling a friend. I know I’m being 
patient when I’m calm. 
 It’s also good to be patient with others. 
It can be hard sometimes to be patient with 
our younger siblings, or with our parents, or 
with our friends. But the Bible tells us that 
fruits of the spirit are things like peace, joy, 
longsuffering, meekness, gentleness. 
 When I was little, I wanted to be bigger 
so I could do things like reach items on the 
top shelf. As a teenager, it’s hard to wait for 

or being able to drive. 
 But we aren’t only impatient for earthly 
things. Going to heaven is something we 
spend our whole life waiting for. We need 
patience to wait for that, too. The Bible tells 
us, “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
him” (Ps. 37:7). This means that we need to 
be patient when we wait for God to take us 
to heaven, because there we will be reward-
ed for waiting patiently for Him.  

CHILDRENS COLUMN

PHOTO: NADYA KERANEN 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TORY JURMU
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Ari Pelkonen

(pistis) means to 
regard as true, and also obedience, trust, faithfulness, and 

 Faith, as God’s gift, is owning Christ’s merit, righ

sense understand the issues that pertain to faith and 
doctrine, but according to Jesus’ words a child nonethe

or method to attain the grace of God and eternal life than 
The Com-

plete Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 2,

 

that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 

demanding law, which a person is not himself or herself 

 God’s election of man happens from grace through 

repentance, that God had chosen them to be saints in 

appointed some people to damnation and others to 

The Book of 
Concord the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.

for our sins and the wrath of God that was to come upon 

price of redemption is the precious blood of the unblem

faith in the heart of a child of God, the child of God at the 

DOCTRINE AND LIFE – QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME 

What is Faith?
Voice of Zion. 
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same time possesses the righteousness that Christ has 

of Christ

describes faith and the union of faith with Christ’s 

through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and 

raise me and all the dead and will grant eternal life to 

 Faith of the heart can die out so that faith becomes 

different than the understanding of God’s congrega

was nonetheless dead, and he was urged to repent 

admitted to the wedding reception, because there was 

foolish bridesmaids were left outside the closed doors 

According to Jesus’ teaching, the angels will not 

faltering, and lifting the fallen with the power of the 

for the life of faith, which God affects, is the hearing of 
God’s Word which happens in the fellowship of God’s 

Christian the gospel is a treasure and power to 

The 
Complete Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 1,

communion strengthens our faith and the hope of 

 > By Faith is truly a favorite publication. Basics of 
living faith concerning the Word of God are 
presented in a way understandable to children. 
Scriptural doctrine taught in living Christianity 
since the beginning of time is discussed. The 
book was published in 1982 as a translation of 

 originally published by the SRK in 
1980. True righteousness of faith, by which the 
child of God lives, leads to heaven.  

 > My favorite LLC publication changes with what is 
happening in my life. Right now my favorite is 
the “I am Jesus Little Lamb” board book! As we 

a heartwarming sight to watch two-year-olds 

have been given much encouragement to keep 
making board books!  

 > Among the many great LLC publications, the 
Voice of Zion is my favorite. Due to its variety in 
material (scriptural, doctrinal, featured pieces, 
news) and the variety in authors and contribu-
tors, all centered around God's Word and the 

toward heaven. The arrival of the latest Voice of 
Zion is always eagerly anticipated in our house-
hold. 

 > I would say my favorite publication is the 
 I get lost in the words when I 

read the songs even without singing. The words 
bring so much comfort, joy and encouragement 
for my daily life as a believer.  

 > My favorite publication is the 
 written by Raimo Österberg. Its summaries 

of Bible stories are simple, and these summaries 
clearly describe the stories. The illustrations 
draw me into the stories and are full of details. I 

preparing Bible class and Sunday school les-
sons. Most of all, I enjoy reading and looking at 
it with my kids.  

H  

 

What is your favorite  

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

You may sign your message with your given 

a pseudonym or pen name. We reserve the right 
to select which answers we publish. We may edit 
spelling and grammar in responses. If necessary, 
we may also edit for brevity and clarity. Submit 
your answers by March 1, 2021. Look for the 
answers to this question in the April Voice of Zion!

• • •
We will publish the second half of this article in the 
March issue of the  
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MISSION WORK FIELD NOTES

Mission Work Is Assigned by God 
Adrian:

Jon:

Adrian:

What is Mission Work in addition to arranging services  

Adrian:

brothers who had been called needed to continue, and the selected 

has also felt good in the foreign mission countries to establish a 

Explain the division of LLC mission work into domestic  

Adrian:

Jon:

 
 

Adrian:

Jon:

EACH MONTH, the 
Voice of Zion reports 
on mission work at 
home and in foreign 

important and inter-
esting, yet we may 
forget about the 
foundation of this 
work, the mission 
command, mission 
work in the Bible, 
and even the mis-
sion work in North 
America by Finnish 
believers beginning 
in the 1800s. 
Because we forget, 
this interview aims 
to ask fundamental 
questions about 
mission work from 
LLC Mission Work 
directors Adrian 
Pirness and Jon 
Bloomquist. 
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Who Was Miriam? 
Editorial Staff 

MIRIAM APPEARS IN THE BIBLE
is the girl, the big sister, who stays and watches the reed basket that 

instrumental in reuniting Moses with his birth mother. After Moses’ 
infancy, he grew to adulthood in the Pharaoh’s court. We can read 
about Miriam and Moses in e.g.  (pages 68 
and 80), or in the  story published in six installments in 
the  in 2020. 

from Egypt. The following writing tells of an event that happened 

book  [Women of the Bible from Eve to Priscilla], Ed. Marja-Liisa 
Sivula and Raili Ojalehto (SRK, 2011). In 2021, our Bilingual feature consists of excerpts from this book, 
as translated by Sandra Pylvainen.  

THIS EXCERPT from  relates how God spoke through 
Miriam. When the prophetess Miriam drums and sings, she may remind us of someone “rejoicing,” 
a phenomenon that happens when believers are moved to express their joy of believing. Many of 

-
tonished, maybe a bit fearful of this outpouring of emotion that we couldn’t understand. Miriam’s 
story may help us understand that God gives such gifts to certain believers.  

BILINGUAL

Miriam’s Song
Jari Kupsala 

MIRIAM IS MENTIONED

horses and men 

instrument for interpreting the feelings of the entire 

from the Lord to Miriam and that it was not her own 

became MirJam the ‘woman of the bitter sea’, a 

Mirjamin laulu 
Jari Kupsala 

MIRJAMISTA KERROTAAN, 

MirJam 

We in the Mission Department always 

appreciate your input. What have you 

done during the pandemic to support 

your congregation? We are happy to 

share these ideas with others! Are 

there things that could support you at 

this time? We want to hear these 

requests, too!

Foreign Mission 
Projects: Facilities 
Building Report  
2020 

• 
• 
• 
• 

2021 
• 
• 

THE LLC CONTINUES to support congrega
tions in Africa with funds to complete buildings 

actual construction for 2021, with funds 

ILLUSTRATION: SIRPA TUOMAALA
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UNITED STATES

SERVICE SCHEDULES

290 Fairground,  
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-451-0500
www.dllchurch.org

Chairman: Briar Siljander 248-978-2982  |  bsiljander@gmail.com
Secretary: Julie Honkala  248-224-1399  |  juliehonkala@yahoo.com

  11:00 am (Communion on 1st Sunday) 
SEPT–MAY:  9:45 am
 Bible class 7:00 pm on 1st & 3rd Wednesday
 Song services 7:00 pm on 1st Wednesday 
  alternating with Bible class.
 Youth Bible class 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesday
  10:30 am on 1st Saturday

Outlook Laestadian Lutheran Church
400 McKenzie St N
Outlook, SK Canada S0L 2N0
Phone: 306-867-8950
Chairman: 306-867-7530
Secretary: 306-867-9632
secretary.OLLC@gmail.com
www.outlookllchurch.org

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) ..................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service (June–Aug)  ................................. 10:00 am
Sunday service (Sept–May) .................................. 11:00 am
    Communion 1st Sunday
Sunday evening service (1st & 3rd Sunday) .........6:30 pm
Bible class (Friday) ..................................................7:00 pm
Song services (1st Friday) .......................................7:00 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday) ..................................6:30 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Laestadian Lutheran Church of the 
Roaring Fork Valley

1859 N 1st St  |  PO Box 681  |  Silt, CO 81652
Chairman: 970-618-7752  |  www.llcrfv.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday services (1st Sunday Communion) .............................  10:30 am
2nd & 4th Sunday evening services ...........................................6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Youth Bible class, Day Circle, 
 Home and Family, or song services .......................................7:00 pm

ILLINOIS

MICHIGAN

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Illinois 
Chairman: 847-543-4121  |  Secretary: 847-543-4121

Sunday school ............... 10:00 am Sunday services ............  10:00 am
Sunday services ............  10:45 am

Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Bible class last Sunday of month

FLORIDA

COLORADO

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Florida
Contact: Secretary – Russell Roiko 612-723-1422 or

 Treasurer – Vesa Paukkeri 954-294-6567

Service Schedule (English & Finnish)

Lethbridge Laestadian Lutheran Church
Chairman: Allen Pirness 403-894-0515  |  pirness@hotmail.com

Secretary: Kris Ylioja 403-308-6170  |  kylioja@hotmail.com

Sunday school ............................................................................ 10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
 1st Sunday communion
3rd Sunday evening service ........................................................7:00 pm
 Song services 1st  Friday of the month
Bible class Friday ..........................................................................7:30 pm

June–Aug
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am

ALBERTA
CANADA

Dunblane Laestadian Lutheran Church
Box 160, Macrorie, SK
Canada S0L 2E0
Phone & fax: 306-243-4837
Chairman: 306-243-4407
Secretary: 306-243-4836

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday services .......................................................................... 11:00 am
 1st Sunday ................................................................................7:00 pm
 Communion service 1st Sunday
Bible class (2nd, 3rd & 4th Friday) ..............................................7:30 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ............................................................7:30 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday alt w/Outlook)............................7:00 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

SASKATCHEWAN

ONTARIO

ALASKA

ARIZONA

Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
32424 N 43rd St, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 

pllchurch.org  |  information@pllchurch.org
Chairman: 602-396-6929  |  Secretary: 480-213-2201

Service Schedule
Sunday school (Sept–May) ........................................................   9:15 am
Sunday service ..........................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
 (1st Sunday Communion, no evening service)
Wednesday: Bible study ..............................................................7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
Sunday service summer schedule ............................................ 10:00 am

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Prescott Valley
3120 Mountain View  |  PO Box 25517  |  Prescott Valley, AZ 86312

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday service (Communion–1st Sunday) .............................  10:30 am
Wednesday–Bible class (except July) .......................................  7:00 pm

Church: 928-775-5030
Chairman: 928-445-0407  |  Secretary: 928-533-3347

Pelkie Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
Church address: 15439 Pelkie Rd, Pelkie, MI 49958  |  906-353-7531

Mailing address: 22399 Broemer Rd, Chassel, MI 49916 
Chairman: Albert Hongisto 906-482-0878
Secretary: Roy Pikkarainen 906-482-2166

Pastor: James Frantti 906-483-0712

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sundays: Worship service .........................................................  11:00 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................  11:00 am
2nd Wednesday: Bible study .....................................................  6:30 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Flagstaff
Meeting place: Sturgeon Cromer Elementary School  

Sunday school 9:15 am | Sunday service 10:30 am

For visiting minister and communion service details, see online calendar.
Chairman: 612-741-7615 | Secretary: 602-885-3105

Ishpeming Laestadian Lutheran Church 
567 Washington St, Ishpeming, MI 49849  |  906-485-1791

Sunday school .................9:45 am Worship service .............. 11:00 am
Worship service .............11:00 am  7:00 pm
  6:30 pm

Communion service – First Sunday  |  No evening service – Last Sunday

      Bible class .........................................7:00 pm

Song service or discussion – First Wednesday

Saskatoon Laestadian 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Chairman: 306-343-1116  |  saskatoonllc.org

Sunday school (Sept–Apr) .........................................................12:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (Sept–Apr) ..............1:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (May–Aug) ............12:30 pm
Bible class / Song services – Friday (Sept–Apr) ........................7:00 pm

Toronto Laestadian  
Lutheran Congregation
5579 Hwy 27, Cookstown, ON
Mailing address: PO Box 1035 
Cookstown, ON, Canada L0L 1L0

Sunday school (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) .............................12:00 pm
Sunday service (Labour Day–end of June) ................................1:00 pm
Sunday service (July–Labour Day) ..............................................6:00 pm 
 Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Day Circle, Children’s Bible class, and song services
 Friday (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) ........................................7:00 pm

Chairman: 416-688-5254 | Secretary: 905-936-6359
Church: 705-458-9568 (during services)

Apr–Nov
At homes
Contact above

Dec–Mar
Sunday–2:00 pm
St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
928 South E St, Lake Worth

REMEMBER: 
Service Men and Women in Prayer and with Mail

Service personnel, or their families may submit the 
names and addresses of active duty members of the 

armed services to appear in this space. Consider a gift 
subscription to the Voice of Zion or recorded sermons 

for your loved one who is in the service.

Note: Mail to all service personnel uses  
regular U.S. postage rates.

Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Ln, Wasilla, AK 99654  |  Chairman: 907-315-1197

Sunday school (during school year) .........................................10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................11:00 am
Bible class – Wednesday .............................................................7:30 pm
Song services – 1st Wednesday .................................................7:30 pm

Mark & Angela Hoikka
6819 Dorothy Louise Dr 
San Antonio, TX 78229-4905
Mark 623-332-7113 
mhoikka@hotmail.com
Angela 623-337-0258
angela.hoikka@gmail.com

LCPL Huhta, Blake
PO Box 91561
Yuma, AZ 85369-1561
218-539-9941

Loren & Ashley Krey
PO Box 4724
Fort Eustis, VA 23604

Eric & Rosella Randall 
2914 Gamewell Cir., 
Eastover, NC 28312

CPL Randall, John
1/4 DET 1, USS MAKIN ISLAND
Wpns Co, 81's plt, Alpha sec.
Unit 89041
FPO AP 96610-4100

MIDN 3/c Nels Waaraniemi
PO Box 15141
Annapolis, MD 21412
njwaaraniemi@gmail.com
763-607-6973

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Glendale
Chairman: 623-556-6911  |  Secretary: 623-810-2911 

LLC of Glendale is holding services jointly with  
Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church until further notice.  

See the current service schedule at pllchurch.org

Please check the website for any location changes.  
Website: http://www.llcofglendale.org  |  Email: info@llcofglendale.org

2021 LLC 
Summer Services 

Online

JULY 1–4

“Be thou faithful unto death,  
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

– Rev. 2:10

Information on this online event  
will be posted on our website 
llchurch.org and on Facebook  

and Instagram.  

Join us there!  

2021 LLC 
Winter Services 

Online

MARCH 18–21

“Sanctify them through thy truth:  
thy word is truth.” – John 17:17

This event will be broadcast online  
in both audio and video format.  

Information will be posted  
on our website llchurch.org and  

on Facebook and Instagram.
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UPCOMING LLC 
MISSION TRIPS

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the LLC has suspended foreign 
mission trips. We continue to 
monitor the situation and will 
reinstate these activities as it 

becomes possible. We remember 
in prayer our brothers and sisters 

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis Laestadian  
Lutheran Church 
13030 47th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55442 
763-553-1601  |  www.mllchurch.org 
general@mllchurch.org

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services .........................................................................  10:30 am
Sunday evening services .............................................................6:30 pm
 1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:30 pm) 
Wednesday evening ....................................................................7:00 pm
 Bible class, song services, or home services (Sept–May) 
 Services (June–Aug)

All Sunday morning sermons and special services are webcast  
live from our website: www.mllchurch.org

Brainerd Laestadian 
Lutheran Church  
& Manor
1501 S 8th St, Brainerd, MN 
218-829-5745

Chairman: 218-828-0536  |  Secretary: 218-829-8055

Welcome to our services!
Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
 1st Sunday: Communion service
Wednesday evenings: Online devotion services ......................7:00 pm
Sunday school (held in homes during school year)

Wolf Lake Laestadian Lutheran Church
Wolf Lake, MN  |  218-538-6708  |  www.wlllchurch.org

Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:45 am
Sunday worship .......................................................................... 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday each month ...................................... 11:00 am
Friday – Bible class .......................................................................7:00 pm
Communion 1st Sunday even numbered months all year .........6:00 pm
2nd Sunday G.P.A. Nursing Home service ................................2:00 pm

Cokato Laestadian  
Lutheran Church

16144–20th St SW, Cokato, MN 55321 
320-286-2413

Sunday school (during school year) ..........................................  9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................  10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Services ................................................................  10:30 am
 Discussion ...............................................................................  7:00 pm
3rd & 4th Sundays:Services ......................................................  10:30 am
 Services ....................................................................................  7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ..................................................  7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday: Bible class ....................................  7:00 pm

Chairman: 612-490-4103  |  Secretary: 763-237-4663

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Elk River
8595 201st Ave NW, Nowthen, MN 55330

Mailing Address: 551 Marcia Dr, Big Lake, MN  55309
Chairman: Adrian Pirness 763-360-0820 
Secretary: Becky Randall 763-274-1454

Welcome to our services!
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday evening service* .............................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday activity* ....................................................................7:00 pm

*No evening service on the 5th Sunday;  
**The 1st Wednesday of the month is either 

home services or song services.

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Menahga
25 Juniper Ave NW, Menahga, MN 56464
218-564-4064  |  www.llcmenahga.org
Chairman: 218-538-6583  |  Pastor: 218-564-4702

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services .........................................................................  10:30 am 
 1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:00 pm) 
Wednesday Bible class, song services, or home services .......7:00 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Monticello
1860 County Rd 39 NE, Monticello, MN 55362
Chairman: 763-286-3097 
Secretary: 612-298-5095
www.llcmonticello.org

Sunday School (Sept–May).......................................................... 9:15 am
Services (1st Sunday Communion) ........................................... 10:30 am
2nd and 4th Sunday: Services .....................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday–Bible Class (except 1st Wednesday) ....................7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* .............................................7:00 pm

*Home & Family Discussion Evening–Oct, Dec, Feb, and April

Rockford Laestadian Lutheran Church
Church address: 741 Ibarra Ave NE, Buffalo, MN 

Church: 763-497-8211

Sunday morning services .......................................................... 10:30 am
Communion services on 1st Sunday ............................................10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sunday evening services with a 
 Finnish sermon on the 1st Sunday .........................................6:30 pm
4th Sunday youth discussion .......................................................6:30 pm
Bible class on Wednesdays (except 1st Wednesday) ..............7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* .............................................7:00 pm
 *Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr 

Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari  |  763-291-5818  |  jhaapsaari@rllchurch.org
Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 763-710-0266 
Secretary: Jeff Hanson 763-568-2645

MONTANA

WASHINGTON

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Williston
Meeting place: Zahl Community Center,  
3rd Street (west end of), Zahl, ND 58856

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
Visiting Minister & Communion service: 1st Sunday of every month

Chairman: 602-908-9982  |  Secretary: 218-255-1872

NORTH DAKOTA

Longview Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
PO Box 2795  |  Longview, WA 98632-9635  |  360-425-7410

School Year
Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
 Youth discussion ......................................................................6:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Services ...........................10:30 am & 6:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ....................................................................6:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible Class ..............................................................7:00 pm

Summer
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
 Youth discussion ......................................................................7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Services ...........................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ....................................................................7:00 pm
Wednesday: Services ...................................................................7:00 pm

Website: llc-longview.org (Sunday 10:30 am service webcast)

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Spokane
Address: 35213 N Dalton Rd  |  Church: 509-276-7635

Mailing: PO Box 1896, Deer Park, WA 99006  |  www.llc-spokane.org
Chairman: 509-280-9696  |  Secretary: 509-276-7509

Sunday school (Sept–May): ......................................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................. 10:30 am
 Service ......................................................................................1:00 pm
2nd Sunday: Service .................................................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
3rd, 4th Sunday: Service ............................................................ 10:30 am
1st Wednesday: Song service .....................................................7:00 pm
2nd, 4th Wednesday: Bible class ................................................7:00 pm

Seattle Laestadian  
Lutheran Church
22420 - 102nd Ave SE 
Woodinville, WA 98072  
www.seallc.org

Mailing address: PO Box 981, Monroe, WA 98272-4907

Sunday school (during school year) ........................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
2nd Sunday: Services ...............................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
3rd Sunday: Services  ................................................................  10:30 am
4th Sunday: Services  ................................................................  10:30 am
 Youth discussion  ....................................................................  7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible class  .............................................................  7:00 pm

Church: 360-668-7116  |  Chairman: 360-668-6382

Flathead Valley Laestadian Lutheran Church
Meeting Place: East Side Grange - 27 Creston Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901 

Chairman: 406-309-4388  |  Secretary: 406-314-2871

Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Services ...............................................7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Wednesday: Bible class .........................................7:00 pm
5th Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
3rd Friday: Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr .....................7:00 pm

For visiting minister and communion service details,  
see online calendar at fvllchurch.org

Laestadian Lutheran Church  
of the North Sound
Service Location: Highland Elementary  
3220 113th Ave NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258
Chairman: Paul Jacobson 425-280-4240
website: llcns.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am 
Wednesday Bible class (last Wednesday song services) .........7:00 pm 
(school year)
2nd Sunday/month service or discussion ..................................6:00 pm

SERVICE SCHEDULES

LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (LLC)
279 N Medina St,  Suite 150, Loretto, MN 55357

Phone: 763-479-2422  |  Fax: 763-479-2133  |  info@llchurch.org

Chairman:
Jim Frantti
home: 906-483-0712
jfrantti@llchurch.org

Executive Director:
Eric Jurmu
cell: 763-402-3695
ejurmu@llchurch.org

Visit the LLC website at: www.llchurch.org

  Site includes: 
 - Live sermons 
 - News and notes
 - Publications information 
 - Online store
 - Articles and presentations
 - Camp activities enrollment

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (New rates effective January 1, 2020)
Voice of Zion & Christmas in Zion:  
North America Print Edition, $54/year 
International Print Edition, $80/year

Shepherd’s Voice: North America Print Edition, $31/year
International Print Edition, $50/year
The current issue of the Voice of Zion and  may 
be purchased as a PDF download under eBooks for $5.00/each.
To order and renew subscriptions, go to the “Subscriptions” tab 
on the LLC’s online store, www.llchurch.org.
Address Changes: Go to www.llchurch.org. Under Publications 
tab complete “Change of Address” form. Also update your 
address in your online store account to ensure continued delivery. 

For subscription assistance, contact Kathy Laho at klaho@llchurch.org 
or 763-479-2422.

Editors: Matthew Keranen, mkeranen@llchurch.org  
               Sandra Pylvainen, spylvainen@llchurch.org
Layout: Annette Johnson, ajohnson@llchurch.org

LOCAL PUBLICATIONS DIRECTORS
Wendy Agbowada, Rockford, MN . . . . .wlhendrickson@gmail.com
Heidi Aho, East Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . nathanheidi.aho@gmail.com
Michelle Bowen, North Sound, WA . .michellebowen2001@yahoo.com
Deanna Byman, Longview, WA  . . . . . . . . . . bymandm@gmail.com
Vanessa Byman, Williston, ND . . . . . . . . vaness1515@hotmail.com
Connie Erickson, Spokane, WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ctericks@aol.com
Peggy Glynn, Menahga, MN  . . . . . . . . . . . . peggyglynn@msn.com
Gina Haapala, Elk River, MN . . . . . . . . . . . ginahaapala@yahoo.com
Christina Jacobson, Ishpeming, MI . . . tinananny2011@gmail.com
Keilah Johnson, Prescott, AZ . . . . . . . . . keilahroxanne@gmail.com
Taryn Johnson, Flathead Valley, MT . . . . . .tarynmattila@gmail.com
Shelby Jurmu, Monticello, MN . . . . . . . . . . . shelbyj229@gmail.com
Keith Kariniemi, Cokato, MN . . . . . . . . . keithkariniemi@gmail.com
Andrea Lahti, Roaring Fork Valley, CO . . . . . . .lahtial14@gmail.com
Brittany Laulainen, Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . rblaulainen@mtaonline.net
Brooke Loukusa, Seattle, WA . . . . . . . . . . . loukusa.be@gmail.com
Eija Mikkola, Toronto, ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vmikkol@gmail.com
Kendra Parks, Saskatoon, SK  . . . . . . . . kendra.e.parks@gmail.com
Russ Roiko, Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .raroiko@reagan.com
Martha Rousu, Phoenix, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . .merousu@hotmail.com
Tiina Savolainen, Lethbridge, AB . . . . . . . . tiinasisko@hotmail.com
Lynn Siljander, Detroit, MI . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lmsiljander@gmail.com
Karin Simonson, Dunblane, SK . . . . . . . . . . . . kls514@mail.usask.ca
Leah Simonson, Outlook, SK  . . . . . . . . . leahsimonson@gmail.com
Rachael Smith, Glendale, AZ  . . . . . . . . deserteyecare@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING RATES  
Small Ad (3" x 2" or less): $15.00/month
Large Ad (3" x 2" or more): $25.00/month
Note: minimum 15 euro charge for advertising invoices sent to Europe.
Announcements:
Birth, engagement, wedding and card of thanks: $17.00
Death: $35.00
Submit information on the forms at www.llchurch.org > About > 
LLC Organization > Publications > Voice of Zion Announcements. 
Contact Annette Johnson at ajohnson@llchurch.org with inquiries.
Submit death announcements and inquiries to Kathy Laho at 
klaho@llchurch.org

Ads must be submitted by the 1st of the month preceding the  
month of publication. 
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Welcome Baby Otto 
Allen Pirness 

THERE ARE TIMES IN OUR LIVES

 

CONGREGATION LIFE

PHOTOS: ALLEN PIRNESS

Mother Jessica looks on as Susanna and Nicholas 
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Comfort Flows from Hymns 

MUSIC NOTES

 to the altar of my soul 

 and come escort me along 

 the path of daily life, 

 as I leave to my place of work 

 to be with other people 

2. Grant me to think of others 

 with compassion, 

 to listen to my workmates, 

 and to encourage them with thanks. 

 Keep my mind open, 

 so that controversy subsides 

 and a mind of friendship grows. 

3. At work and at rest 

 care for me with Your hand 

 and, Lord, let me always 

 live near You. 

 If You give a heavy burden, 

 grant also the strength to bear it 

 and the will to accept it. 

4. When I listen or watch 

 or read in my home, 

 that which is harmful away from my soul. 

 Lord, help me select 

 only the good, true and pure, 

 that which pleases You. 

5. Grant that to the hearing of the Word  

 in the temple I would often rush. 

 Guide me to the holiness 

 to Your altar, 

 that there I would enjoy 

 eternal nourishment 

 for the salvation of my soul. 

M: Variant from Finland 

W: Jaakko Haavio 1962. VK supplement 1963. 

Translation: Matthew Keranen

A Literal Translation  
of Finnish Hymn 518

Liisa Keranen 

WE OFTEN HEAR

also grants an appreciation for what the generations before 

virsi

this page is accurate in meaning, but is not crafted into 

to do with free time, whether it’s reading, listening or 

Nyt anna, Herra, tultasi are 

PHOTO: ANNETTE JOHNSON
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Darius’ thoughts: 

teacher in a small town named Vieremä in the Northern 

luokanopettaja

kyläkoulu

yläkoulu

Venla’s thoughts: 

päiväkerho in most 

kerho. 

kerho started, we found out that at our 
children’s kerho

kerho,

corona situation allowed, there were some outdoor 
perhekerho

on thee do I wait all the day. 

From America to Finland: 
Finding a Job 
and a Home Congregation 

A PLACE OF WATCHING

PHOTO: AMALIA ALAKARPPA

Darius and Venla Pylvainen 

discouraging. In this article, Darius and Venla share some of the concerns they felt during this process of continued 
job-seeking, and they comment on how they see God’s care for them. 

Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me:  
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day (Ps. 25:4,5)

PHOTO: DARIUS PYLVAINEN 
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round the table
Quia viderunt Oculi mei Salutare tuum 
In the Bible, the book of Psalms is known to consist of songs – songs that express the feelings of 
Old Testament believers, from despair to exaltation. Did you know there are also a number of 
songs in the New Testament? One of them is Simeon’s song of praise, found in the Gospel 
according to Luke, chapter 2. The headline above contains one line of this song in Latin. 

We printed the headline in Latin to acknowledge the fact that this song of Simeon has been 
used as a prayer, especially as an evening prayer, since the days of the early church. The name of 
this song in Latin is Nunc dimittis. 

We continue to welcome your feedback and ideas for this Voice of Zion feature.  
Send Sandra a message at spylvainen@llchurch.org Go

 in
 Pe

ac
e!

 

SIMEON SANG A SONG OF PRAISE on a special 
occasion. You can read about this in chapter 2 of 
the Gospel according to Luke – and on page D of 
this insert! Do you remember why Simeon rejoiced 
in song? Here’s a tip: the headline above written 
in Latin means, “For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” What – or whom – did Simeon see? 

If you wish to see depictions of Simeon, you can 

detail from Rembrandt van Rijn’s Simeon’s Song of 
Praise, which was painted in 1631. Search online or 
in a library if you wish to see the entire painting. 

The Radiance of God’s Glory 
This year on February 7, we celebrate Candlemas. 
On the Church calendar we observe this holy day in 
memory of baby Jesus being brought to the temple. 
When Jesus was 40 days old, Mary and Joseph had 
to travel from their home in Nazareth to the Temple 

Here is Simeon’s song in Latin, 
as it appears in the Vulgate, 
which is a 4th-century Latin 
translation of the Bible. 
Nunc dimittis servum tuum, 
Domine, secundum verbum  
tuum in pace: 
Quia viderunt oculi mei  
salutare tuum 
Quod parasti ante faciem  
omnium populorum: 
Lumen ad revelationem gentium, 
et gloriam plebis tuae Israel. 

Did you know that our hymnal, 
Songs and Hymns of Zion,  
also contains Simeon’s song? 
You can find it in song 67.  
Read or sing verses 4–6.  
Verse five is printed here; 
Righteous Father, Lord of Heaven  
take Thy servant home to Thee – 
Now mine eyes have  
seen salvation. 
Which Thou hast prepared for me: 
Christ, the peace of Israel, 
And the Gentiles’ peace as well. 

How closely does this song text 
match Simeon’s song as recorded 
in Luke 2:29–32?

Read the Bible portion on page D of this insert, in any of the three languages presented. 
Afterwards, you can discuss these topics. Use reliable sources to find more information. 

Old Simeon 

1. What is Candlemas? Where does that 
name come from? 

2. What do you know about old Simeon? 

3. How did Simeon know that this 
particular baby was the Messiah? 

4. In Simeon’s song, he describes baby 

three descriptions and explain in your 
own words what they mean. 

5. We read that Joseph and the baby’s mother marveled. 
What caused them to marvel? 

6. Before the Bible was compiled, how did believers 
access the Word of God? 

7. How do we know the Word of God today? 

8. In addition to singing his song of praise, Simeon told 
Mary that her child would cause the rising and falling of 
many in Israel, and that a sword would pierce her soul 
too (Luke 2:34–35). What does this refer too? How do you 
think Mary may have felt when she heard these words?
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Points to ponder or discuss: 

Where did God’s Spirit dwell 
in biblical times? What 
modern-day countries are 
located in these areas now? 

How does God’s Spirit 
spread from country  
to country? 

What does the Bible say 
about where God’s Spirit 
dwells? Look in e.g.  
Acts, chapter 17. 

What is a time of visitation? 

Look in your By Faith  
(LLC, 1982) book, page 8. 
What does Martin Luther say 
about this topic?

CIA World Factbook

Activities: 

familiar to you. 

Use a reliable source to 

not yet familiar. 

corresponding country on 
the map. To do this, you 
can use one of the follow-
ing methods or another 
method that is meaningful 
to you: 

to the country 

then write the numbers  
in or near the correct 
country on the map. 

Our heavenly Father allows His Spirit to reside among people in many 

Where in the World?
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Country Language Greeting 
Canada, Great Britain, United States
 English God's peace 
Ecuador Spanish Paz de Dios 
 Quechua Sumak Apunchik Yaya 
Estonia Estonian Tere Jumalas /
  Jumala rahu 
Finland Finnish  Jumalan terve /
  Jumalan rauhaa 
France, Switzerland, Togo
 French  Paix de Dieu 
Gambia Wollof Jamma yalla 
 Mandika Allah la kairo 
 Jola Karonika Kasumay kiti Putupa 
Germany German Gottes Friede 
Ghana Ashante Nyame Asomdwe 
Guinea Guerze Yala woo Lila e ke e po  
Hungary Hungarian Isten békessége 
  legyen veled 
Kenya Luo Kwe Mar Nyasyae 
 Swahili Amani ya Mungu 
 Kamba Muuo Wa Ngai 
 Kisii Omorembe o Nyasae 
 Kelenjins Kalyeet ab Jehova 

Country Language Greeting 
Kenya (cont.) Luhyia Milembe kio mwami 
 Turkana Ekisil A Akuj 
 Kikuyu Thayo Wa Ngai 
 Bukusu Omwami Afume 

Norway Norwegian Guds fred 
Pakistan Urdu   
  (Khuda apko 
  salamti bukshay )  
  (Note: Urdu is 
  written and read  

Russia, Latvia  Russian    
  (S mirom Boga) 
Rwanda Kinyarwanda Amahoro Y' Imana 
Sierra Leone Mende Ngewo lilei
 Kono Yata a fachima.
 Koranko Allah Kelchi
 Mandingo Allah lakain
 Temne Mathofal ma pa kuru
 Sherbro Ruban abatokeh
Sweden Swedish Guds frid 
Togo Ewe Mawu fe Ntifafa 
 Kabyè Esso dè lanhèziè

God’s Peace! 
There are people in many countries that carry the peace of God in their hearts. 
Isn’t it wonderful to think how many languages there are in which believers greet 
one another with God’s peace on a daily basis? 

Do you see that there are two languages on the 
list below for which two greetings are listed? 
And can you tell that these languages are 

greeting (God’s greetings) is used when believ-
ers encounter one another, and the second 
greeting (God’s peace) is used in parting. 

This list was compiled in cooperation with Miika 

Agbowada, a Togo native who now resides in 

names of the languages and spelling of all items 
in this list are accurate to the best of our knowl-

languages, please get in touch with us! 
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Study the Bible

This image shows a detail from a large mosaic found in a 
cathedral in Lourdes, France, called Notre Dame du Rosaire de 
Lourdes. The name of the mosaic is La présentation au Temple 
(The Presentation at the Temple). It was created in 1902 by 
Louis-Édouard Fournier, a French painter and illustrator. Whom 
do you see in this mosaic? What is Joseph carrying? Who is the 

Read in English (King James Version, published in 1611) 
25. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; 

and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation  
of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

26. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should  
not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

27. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents 

28. Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
29. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according  

to thy word: 
30. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
31. Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
32. A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 
33. And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were 

spoken of him. 

Read in Spanish (Reina Valera 1960) 
 

 

 

Jesús lo trajeron al templo, para hacer por él conforme  
al rito de la ley, 

31. La cual has preparado en presencia de todos los pueblos; 

 

Read in French (Louis Segond 1910) 
25. Et voici, il y avait à Jérusalem un homme appelé Siméon.  

Cet homme était juste et pieux, il attendait la consolation d'Israël,  
et l'Esprit-Saint était sur lui.

 
point avant d'avoir vu le Christ du Seigneur. 

27. Il vint au temple, poussé par l'Esprit. Et, comme les parents  
apportaient le petit enfant Jésus pour accomplir à son égard  

28. il le reçut dans ses bras, bénit Dieu, et dit:
29. Maintenant, Seigneur, tu laisses ton serviteur S'en aller en paix,  

selon ta parole.
30. Car mes yeux ont vu ton salut,

32. Lumière pour éclairer les nations, Et gloire d'Israël, ton peuple.
33. Son père et sa mère étaient dans l'admiration des choses  

English  Spanish  French 
just  justo  juste 

into the temple  al templo  au temple 

God (cf. Deity)  Dios Dieu 

thy servant  tu siervo  ton serviteur 

peace  paz  paix 

people  los pueblos  les peuple 

hast prepared  has preparado  as préparé 

glory  gloria  gloire 

mother  madre  mère 

Luke 2:25–33

Compare Cognates 
The English language is derived from a mixture of 
Germanic and Latin languages. Spanish and French 
are derived from Latin. That is why some words in 
Spanish and French look familiar to English speakers. 

Study the chart below. You see examples of cognates, 
which are words that share a common etymological 
origin. This means that they come from the same root 

Bible texts additional examples of cognates that are 
not in the chart below? 


