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HHope

Read about hope and hopelessness on pages 8–10.

Show me thy ways, O Lord;  
Teach me thy paths.  
Lead me in thy truth, and teach me:  
For thou art the God of my salvation;  
On thee do I wait all the day. 

Psalm 25:4,5
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EDITORIAL

In the Flock of the Good Shepherd 

Jim Frantti 

PROPHET ISAIAH depicted the kingdom of God as a sheepfold whose shepherd is the 

WE MOVED OUT OF THE CITY to a 

 After a few weeks of working from 

 Amid the chaos of the immediate needs 

 God shows His power to call the elect 

made known His perfect order amid the 

how God has added another fresh new 

power of the preached gospel of the 

article of a new  
feature in 2021 

Lethbridge, Alberta, 

 

Allen Pirness 

Is God in Control?
COLUMN
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Eric Jurmu 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021! 

were canceled and local congregations 

LLC Update Tour Continues 

Staff Changes 

2021 LLC Winter Services 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 

2021 LLC Summer Services 

immediate needs and coordinators will 

• 

The Heavenly 
Where 

 an 

Voice of 

Zion

• 

Voice of Zion

• 

• The Voice of Zion contained an insert in 

Round the 
table, 

Round the table 

• 

Workshop for New Ministers 
An online workshop for new ministers is 

Mission Work Update 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-

MISSION WORK 

FIELD NOTES:

An Opportunity  

in God’s Plan
  

THE SOWER'S BASKET: 

I Heard the Voice  

of My Creator
  

YOUTH: 

We Have a Future  

and a Hope
  

The Best Words  

in the Best Order –  

and God’s Blessing
  

VZ/1News and Notes from LLC

2021 LLC LECTIONARY 

January 17, 2021 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus reveals His divine power 
Ps. 105:2–5,39–42; Isa. 62:1–3; 
Titus 1:1–3; Luke 4:16–21;  
Mark 1:14,15 

January 24, 2021 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Jesus awakens faith 
Ps. 102:15–22; Deut. 32:36–39;  
2 Cor. 1:3–7; Mark 1:29–39 

EASTER PERIOD – THE 
SUNDAYS BEFORE LENT 

January 31, 2021 
Septuagesima 
(3rd Sunday before Lent) 
Unmerited grace 
Ps. 18:1–6; 1 Sam. 16:1–13;  
Rom. 9:11–23; Luke 17:7–10 
 
February 7, 2021
Candlemas
Christ, the radiance  
of God’s glory
Ps. 48:10–14; Mal. 3:1,2;  
1 John 1:5–7; Luke 2:22–33 
Alt. Texts: John 1:14–18;  
John 12:35–36 

February 14, 2021 
Shrove Sunday 

Ps. 31:1–5; Ezek. 18:30–32;  
1 Cor. 13; 1 Tim. 2:4–6;  
Mark 10:32–45 
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Jeremy Honga 

one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 

was a chosen messenger of God 

The 

O

THE SABBATH WORD 2

The Gift 
of Baptism 

An Opportunity in God’s Plan 
Emmanuel Ametsife 

AFTER A FOUR-HOUR FLIGHT,

God Cared for Me 

MISSION WORK FIELD NOTES

PHOTO: EMMANUEL AMETSIFE

Service guests 
gathered during 

stay in Sierra Leone.
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Carey Simonson 

s life 

Jesus Awakens Faith 

T

and commissioned them to likewise 

Faith and a Good Conscience 

Hand-

remain in the fellowship of the congrega

THE SABBATH WORD 4
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I Heard the Voice  
of My Creator 
Lori Loukusa 

I GREW UP IN A STABLE, HAPPY HOME

THE SOWER'S BASKET

George Koivukangas 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

God Gives Us a Future 
with Hope 

H
PHOTOS COURTESY OF LORI LOUKUSA
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not go!

God Arranged Services Just for Me 
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Hope and Hopelessness 

HOME AND FAMILY

Addiction: Learning to Cope and to Hope 
Leanne Niemela 

THE DISEASE OF ADDICTION

Elaine Nikula 

TODAY, I HOLD ON TO HOPE

Hope is a bird that lifts its voice  
in song at the hint of dawn. 
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Carried by Prayer 
Shari Byman 

IN APRIL 2020, 

mom necessities and food to make it Quite the Journey 
Alice Makela 

AFTER MY HUSBAND CLINT was admitted to the hospital on 

Two Months in Texas 
Clint Makela 

IN APRIL, 

PHOTO: LIZ WIKMAN
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Hope for 
the Hopeless 
Karina Haapala 

BY DEFINITION, HOPE MEANS TO 
CHERISH

YOUTH

Open Letter to My Child 
DEAR LOVED ONE, 

We Have 
a Future 
and a Hope 
HOW DO TEENS VIEW THE FUTURE? 
Do teens have a hopeful outlook? Are 

personal decisions before us? This 
youth page explores some issues that 
can cause distress. These writers from 
the Toronto, Ontario, congregation re-
mind us that we are not alone and that 
we can trust in God’s care for us.

Because I Love You 
MY DEAR CHILD, 

HOME AND FAMILY
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When Worries Abound, God is Hope 
Lillian Heilimo 

AS TEENAGERS, 

PROVERB 3:6: In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

I Want to Be Like My Grandpa 
Theo Kumpula 

I LOOK UP TO MY GRANDPA for many reasons. He is always there for me 
if I need something, and he is kind and generous. Sometimes when he 
goes to the store, he’ll come back with a treat or some neat gadget and 
toss it in my lap. 
 If I am down, he comforts and consoles me and cheers me up. He 

example to others. I want to be like my grandpa. 
 My grandpa is always kind and loving no matter who he is speaking 
to. He gives advice when I need it and holds me accountable for what I 
do. I love that he brings humor into many situations. 
 My grandpa treasures his faith, and I can tell it is important to him. He 
is always at church and he frequently teaches Bible class lessons. I can tell 
that he wants to be a believer as much as anyone else. 
 My grandpa is a great example of honor, integrity and faith. When-
ever he is around I feel safe, loved and welcome.  

CHILDRENS COLUMN

PHOTO: JOANN HONKALA

together.
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Ilari Kinnunen 

IT HAS TRADITIONALLY

for reasons of conscience do not want to 

planned and controlled appeals to 

fathom how great a gift the hope of 

-

DOCTRINE AND LIFE – QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME 

Future and Hope 

In 2021 Doctrine and Life will feature translations of articles from previous SRK Yearbooks.

God’s written Word 
has remained the 

same through the  
centuries. How is it  
possible that its  
instruction and values 
can be relevant and  
appropriate in all times?
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All Saints’ Eve Services
Nicole Parks 

ON THE COLD, SHADOWY EVENING

CONGREGATION LIFE 

On Weddings 
Liisa Keranen 

I HAVE SERVED AS ORGANIST 

 There are lots of classical pieces that work well for these 
 

MUSIC NOTES

PHOTO: RAMONA LAULAINEN
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Women in the Bible 
THE BIBLE MENTIONS nearly three thousand people. Of these, 156 are women men-
tioned by name. Some are well known; some have a more minor role. In addition, many 
women are mentioned as wives, sisters, mothers, widows or servants. These women 
are often described as resourceful, active and tenacious women. In the Bible, there are 

instrumental roles He chose all kinds of people, from the mighty and strong to the 

    In SRK’s book Raamatun naisia Eevasta Priscaan [Women of the Bible from Eve to 
Priscilla], believing Finnish authors write about women in the Bible. The book is a 
cross-section of how women have acted as intermediaries in God’s salvation plan. 
The writings give us a broader picture of familiar women and tell about some Bible 

characters that may be unknown to us. 
    These biblical characters are described with their joys and sorrows, strengths and weaknesses and with their 
own individual personalities. Each woman is described based on biblical texts, without interpretation. The authors 
have also drawn on historical research and data to provide information about the times in which the women lived. 
 The following writing is excerpted from the book Raamatun naisia Eevasta Priscaan [Women of the Bible from 
Eve to Priscilla], Ed. Marja-Liisa Sivula and Raili Ojalehto (SRK, 2011). In 2021, our Bilingual feature will consist of 
excerpts from this bookwith the goal of eventually publishing a translation of the entire book. The stories of 
these Biblical women encourage us to persevere in life and faith and to continue in our own personal Bible 

W
TH
tio
w
a

cha

The Creation of Eve 
Keijo Nissilä 

IT WAS NOT GOOD

Havah 
chayah, which 

 and woman is  

BILINGUAL

Eevan luominen
Keijo Nissilä 

AADAMIN EI OLLUT HYVÄ

haja,

 

 > On my journey into the new year, I 
hope the fog will lift. The fog 
through which we cannot see very 
far or very clearly. Nevertheless, 
God has the future in His hands. We 
can trust in His guidance and care. 
His all-knowing gaze sees what is 
best for us. His plans are perfect, 
and He guides our lives according 
to His will. – M.L. 

 > We haven’t had a new baby in a long 
time, and it would mean so much 
were God to grant us another infant 
to have and to hold. – Empty arms 

 > I pray for God’s protection, that I 
can remain in the love and grace of 
God. I pray that God would help 
and protect my family. I hope that 
my home congregation would stay 
united in faith and hope. May God 
also give wisdom and the fear of 
God to our government to do their 
work in a way that would please 
God, giver of all good gifts. – 
Jouko Haapsaari 

 > I hope 2021 will bring the strength 
and the will to accept that which I or 
we collectively cannot change. God 
knows what our future will hold. I can 
be content that, yet for this moment, 
I am given grace to believe. – Brian 

 > I am hopeful that in the new year we 
will be able to have services where 

-
less, in whatever kind of services we 
are allowed to hold, God’s Word 
can still be preached, and that is the 
main thing. – Hopeful 

How do you spend  
your Sundays?

 

What do you hope 
2021 will bring? 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

You may sign your message with your given 

with a pseudonym or pen name. We reserve 
the right to select which answers we publish. 
We may edit spelling and grammar in 
responses. If necessary, we may also edit for 
brevity and clarity. Submit your answers by 
February 1, 2021. Look for the answers to this 
question in the March Voice of Zion!
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Welcome 
to 2021 LLC 
Summer Services! 

Food Service 

Transportation 

Hotels

Comfort Suites

Lodging 

 

Camping  

 
Campground  

Michigamme Shores  

Hotels/Motels – Ishpeming 

FOLLOW US  
on Facebook 
or Instagram! 

Posts containing 
Summer Services 
information and 
updates will also 
appear on LLC’s 
Facebook and  

Instagram feeds.

Join us there!  

JULY 1–5

Marquette,

Michigan
  

THE LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (LLC) Summer Services will be held in Marquette, Michigan, Thursday,  
July 1 through Sunday, July 5, 2021. All services, activities and meals will take place at the Superior Dome on  
the campus of Northern Michigan University. Hosts for the services are the Eastern Area congregations. 
 The motto for the services is taken from Revelations 2:10: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” On behalf of the 2020 Summer Service Planning Committee, I extend a warm welcome to all! 

Peter Hill, Planning Committee Chairman 
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UNITED STATES

SERVICE SCHEDULES

290 Fairground,  
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-451-0500
www.dllchurch.org

Chairman: Briar Siljander 248-978-2982  |  bsiljander@gmail.com
Secretary: Julie Honkala  248-224-1399  |  juliehonkala@yahoo.com

 Sunday services 11:00 am (Communion on 1st Sunday) 
SEPT–MAY:  9:45 am
  7:00 pm on 1st & 3rd Wednesday
 Song services 7:00 pm on 1st Wednesday 
  alternating with Bible class.
  7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesday
  10:30 am on 1st Saturday

Outlook Laestadian Lutheran Church
400 McKenzie St N
Outlook, SK Canada S0L 2N0
Phone: 306-867-8950
Chairman: 306-867-7530
Secretary: 306-867-9632
secretary.OLLC@gmail.com
www.outlookllchurch.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) ..................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service (June–Aug)  ................................. 10:00 am
Sunday service (Sept–May) .................................. 11:00 am
    Communion 1st Sunday
Sunday evening service (1st & 3rd Sunday) .........6:30 pm
Bible class (Friday) ..................................................7:00 pm
Song services (1st Friday) .......................................7:00 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday) ..................................6:30 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

Laestadian Lutheran Church of the 
Roaring Fork Valley

1859 N 1st St  |  PO Box 681  |  Silt, CO 81652
Chairman: 970-618-7752  |  www.llcrfv.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday services (1st Sunday Communion) .............................  10:30 am
2nd & 4th Sunday evening services ...........................................6:30 pm
Wednesday: Bible class, Youth Bible class, Day Circle, 
 Home and Family, or song services .......................................7:00 pm

ILLINOIS

MICHIGAN

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Illinois 
Chairman: 847-543-4121  |  Secretary: 847-543-4121

Sunday school ............... 10:00 am Sunday services ............  10:00 am
Sunday services ............  10:45 am

Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Bible class last Sunday of month

FLORIDA

COLORADO

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Florida
Contact: Secretary – Russell Roiko 612-723-1422 or

 Treasurer – Vesa Paukkeri 954-294-6567

Lethbridge Laestadian Lutheran Church
Chairman: Allen Pirness 403-894-0515  |  pirness@hotmail.com

Secretary: Kris Ylioja 403-308-6170  |  kylioja@hotmail.com

Sunday school ............................................................................ 10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
 1st Sunday communion
3rd Sunday evening service ........................................................7:00 pm
 Song services 1st  Friday of the month
Bible class Friday ..........................................................................7:30 pm

Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am

ALBERTA
CANADA

Dunblane Laestadian Lutheran Church
Box 160, Macrorie, SK
Canada S0L 2E0
Phone & fax: 306-243-4837
Chairman: 306-243-4407
Secretary: 306-243-4836

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday services .......................................................................... 11:00 am
 1st Sunday ................................................................................7:00 pm
 Communion service 1st Sunday
Bible class (2nd, 3rd & 4th Friday) ..............................................7:30 pm
Song services (1st Friday) ............................................................7:30 pm
Youth Bible class (4th Sunday alt w/Outlook)............................7:00 pm

No Bible class or song services June, July and Aug.

SASKATCHEWAN

ONTARIO

ALASKA

ARIZONA

Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church
32424 N 43rd St, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 

pllchurch.org  |  information@pllchurch.org
Chairman: 602-396-6929  |  Secretary: 480-213-2201

Sunday school (Sept–May) ........................................................   9:15 am
Sunday service ..........................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
 (1st Sunday Communion, no evening service)
Wednesday: Bible study ..............................................................7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
Sunday service summer schedule ............................................ 10:00 am

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Prescott Valley
3120 Mountain View  |  PO Box 25517  |  Prescott Valley, AZ 86312

Sunday school (Sept–May) .........................................................  9:15 am
Sunday service (Communion–1st Sunday) .............................  10:30 am
Wednesday–Bible class (except July) .......................................  7:00 pm

Church: 928-775-5030
Chairman: 928-445-0407  |  Secretary: 928-533-3347

Pelkie Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
Church address: 15439 Pelkie Rd, Pelkie, MI 49958  |  906-353-7531

Mailing address: 22399 Broemer Rd, Chassel, MI 49916 
Chairman: Albert Hongisto 906-482-0878
Secretary: Roy Pikkarainen 906-482-2166

Pastor: James Frantti 906-483-0712

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sundays: Worship service .........................................................  11:00 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................  11:00 am
2nd Wednesday: Bible study .....................................................  6:30 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Glendale
Chairman: 623-556-6911  |  Secretary: 623-810-2911 

LLC of Glendale is holding services jointly with  
Phoenix Laestadian Lutheran Church until further notice.  

See the current service schedule at pllchurch.org

Please check the website for any location changes.  
Website: http://www.llcofglendale.org  |  Email: info@llcofglendale.org

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Flagstaff
Meeting place: Sturgeon Cromer Elementary School  

Sunday school 9:15 am | Sunday service 10:30 am

For visiting minister and communion service details, see online calendar.
Chairman: 612-741-7615 | Secretary: 602-885-3105

Ishpeming Laestadian Lutheran Church 
567 Washington St, Ishpeming, MI 49849  |  906-485-1791

Sunday school .................9:45 am Worship service .............. 11:00 am
Worship service .............11:00 am  7:00 pm
  6:30 pm

Communion service – First Sunday  |  No evening service – Last Sunday

      Bible class .........................................7:00 pm

Song service or discussion – First Wednesday

Saskatoon Laestadian 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Chairman: 306-343-1116  |  saskatoonllc.org

Sunday school (Sept–Apr) .........................................................12:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (Sept–Apr) ..............1:30 pm
Sunday service (Communion 1st Sunday) (May–Aug) ............12:30 pm
Bible class / Song services – Friday (Sept–Apr) ........................7:00 pm

Toronto Laestadian  
Lutheran Congregation
5579 Hwy 27, Cookstown, ON
Mailing address: PO Box 1035 
Cookstown, ON, Canada L0L 1L0

Sunday school (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) .............................12:00 pm
Sunday service (Labour Day–end of June) ................................1:00 pm
Sunday service (July–Labour Day) ..............................................6:00 pm 
 Communion service 1st Sunday of month
Day Circle, Children’s Bible class, and song services
 Friday (Labour Day–Mother’s Day) ........................................7:00 pm

Chairman: 416-688-5254 | Secretary: 905-936-6359
Church: 705-458-9568 (during services)

At homes
Contact above

Sunday–2:00 pm
St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
928 South E St, Lake Worth

REMEMBER: 
Service Men and Women in Prayer and with Mail

Service personnel, or their families may submit the 
names and addresses of active duty members of the 

armed services to appear in this space. Consider a gift 
subscription to the Voice of Zion or recorded sermons 

for your loved one who is in the service.

Note: Mail to all service personnel uses  
regular U.S. postage rates.

Alaska Laestadian Lutheran Church
1341 E Sue Ln, Wasilla, AK 99654  |  Chairman: 907-315-1197

Sunday school (during school year) .........................................10:00 am
Sunday service ............................................................................11:00 am
Bible class – Wednesday .............................................................7:30 pm
Song services – 1st Wednesday .................................................7:30 pm

Mark & Angela Hoikka
6819 Dorothy Louise Dr 
San Antonio, TX 78229-4905
Mark 623-332-7113 
mhoikka@hotmail.com
Angela 623-337-0258
angela.hoikka@gmail.com

LCPL Huhta, Blake
PO Box 91561
Yuma, AZ 85369-1561
218-539-9941

Loren & Ashley Krey
PO Box 4724
Fort Eustis, VA 23604

Eric & Rosella Randall 
2914 Gamewell Cir., 
Eastover, NC 28312

CPL Randall, John
1/4 DET 1, USS MAKIN ISLAND
Wpns Co, 81's plt, Alpha sec.
Unit 89041
FPO AP 96610-4100

MIDN 3/c Nels Waaraniemi
PO Box 15141
Annapolis, MD 21412
njwaaraniemi@gmail.com
763-607-6973

UPCOMING LLC MISSION TRIPS

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the LLC has 
suspended foreign mission trips. We continue to 

monitor the situation and will reinstate these activities 
as it becomes possible. We remember in prayer our 

  

PHOTO: ANNETTE JOHNSON
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MINNESOTA

Minneapolis Laestadian  
Lutheran Church 
13030 47th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55442 
763-553-1601  |  www.mllchurch.org 
general@mllchurch.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services .........................................................................  10:30 am
Sunday evening services .............................................................6:30 pm
 1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:30 pm) 
Wednesday evening ....................................................................7:00 pm
 Bible class, song services, or home services (Sept–May) 
 Services (June–Aug)

All Sunday morning sermons and special services are webcast  
live from our website: www.mllchurch.org

Brainerd Laestadian 
Lutheran Church  
& Manor
1501 S 8th St, Brainerd, MN 
218-829-5745

Chairman: 218-828-0536  |  Secretary: 218-829-8055

Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
 1st Sunday: Communion service
Wednesday evenings: Online devotion services ......................7:00 pm
Sunday school (held in homes during school year)

Wolf Lake Laestadian Lutheran Church
Wolf Lake, MN  |  218-538-6708  |  www.wlllchurch.org

Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:45 am
Sunday worship .......................................................................... 11:00 am
Communion 1st Sunday each month ...................................... 11:00 am
Friday – Bible class .......................................................................7:00 pm
Communion 1st Sunday even numbered months all year .........6:00 pm
2nd Sunday G.P.A. Nursing Home service ................................2:00 pm

Cokato Laestadian  
Lutheran Church

16144–20th St SW, Cokato, MN 55321 
320-286-2413

Sunday school (during school year) ..........................................  9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................  10:30 am
2nd Sunday: Services ................................................................  10:30 am
 Discussion ...............................................................................  7:00 pm
3rd & 4th Sundays:Services ......................................................  10:30 am
 Services ....................................................................................  7:00 pm
1st Wednesday: Song services ..................................................  7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday: Bible class ....................................  7:00 pm

Chairman: 612-490-4103  |  Secretary: 763-237-4663

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Elk River
8595 201st Ave NW, Nowthen, MN 55330

Mailing Address: 551 Marcia Dr, Big Lake, MN  55309
Chairman: Adrian Pirness 763-360-0820 
Secretary: Becky Randall 763-274-1454

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday evening service* .............................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday activity* ....................................................................7:00 pm

*No evening service on the 5th Sunday;  
**The 1st Wednesday of the month is either 

home services or song services.

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Menahga
25 Juniper Ave NW, Menahga, MN 56464
218-564-4064  |  www.llcmenahga.org
Chairman: 218-538-6583  |  Pastor: 218-564-4702

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday services .........................................................................  10:30 am 
 1st Sunday communion (10:30 am & 6:00 pm) 
Wednesday Bible class, song services, or home services .......7:00 pm

Laestadian Lutheran Church 
of Monticello
1860 County Rd 39 NE, Monticello, MN 55362
Chairman: 763-286-3097 
Secretary: 612-298-5095
www.llcmonticello.org

Sunday School (Sept–May).......................................................... 9:15 am
Services (1st Sunday Communion) ........................................... 10:30 am
2nd and 4th Sunday: Services .....................................................6:30 pm
Wednesday–Bible Class (except 1st Wednesday) ....................7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* .............................................7:00 pm

*Home & Family Discussion Evening–Oct, Dec, Feb, and April

Rockford Laestadian Lutheran Church
Church address: 741 Ibarra Ave NE, Buffalo, MN 

Church: 763-497-8211

Sunday morning services .......................................................... 10:30 am
Communion services on 1st Sunday ............................................10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sunday evening services with a 
 Finnish sermon on the 1st Sunday .........................................6:30 pm
4th Sunday youth discussion .......................................................6:30 pm
Bible class on Wednesdays (except 1st Wednesday) ..............7:00 pm
Song services on 1st Wednesday* .............................................7:00 pm
 *Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr 

Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari  |  763-291-5818  |  jhaapsaari@rllchurch.org
Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 763-710-0266 
Secretary: Jeff Hanson 763-568-2645

MONTANA

WASHINGTON

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Williston
Meeting place: Zahl Community Center,  
3rd Street (west end of), Zahl, ND 58856

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday service ............................................................................ 11:00 am
Visiting Minister & Communion service: 1st Sunday of every month

Chairman: 602-908-9982  |  Secretary: 218-255-1872

NORTH DAKOTA

Longview Laestadian Lutheran Congregation
PO Box 2795  |  Longview, WA 98632-9635  |  360-425-7410

Sunday school .............................................................................. 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
 Youth discussion ......................................................................6:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Services ...........................10:30 am & 6:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ....................................................................6:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible Class ..............................................................7:00 pm

Summer
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
 Youth discussion ......................................................................7:00 pm
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays: Services ...........................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ....................................................................7:00 pm
Wednesday: Services ...................................................................7:00 pm

Website: llc-longview.org (Sunday 10:30 am service webcast)

Laestadian Lutheran Church of Spokane
Address: 35213 N Dalton Rd  |  Church: 509-276-7635

Mailing: PO Box 1896, Deer Park, WA 99006  |  www.llc-spokane.org
Chairman: 509-280-9696  |  Secretary: 509-276-7509

Sunday school (Sept–May): ......................................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service .............................................. 10:30 am
 Service ......................................................................................1:00 pm
2nd Sunday: Service .................................................10:30 am & 6:30 pm
3rd, 4th Sunday: Service ............................................................ 10:30 am
1st Wednesday: Song service .....................................................7:00 pm
2nd, 4th Wednesday: Bible class ................................................7:00 pm

Seattle Laestadian  
Lutheran Church
22420 - 102nd Ave SE 
Woodinville, WA 98072  
www.seallc.org

Mailing address: PO Box 981, Monroe, WA 98272-4907

Sunday school (during school year) ........................................... 9:15 am
1st Sunday: Communion service ............................10:30 am & 1:30 pm
2nd Sunday: Services ...............................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
3rd Sunday: Services  ................................................................  10:30 am
4th Sunday: Services  ................................................................  10:30 am
 Youth discussion  ....................................................................  7:00 pm
5th Sunday: Services ................................................10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Bible class  .............................................................  7:00 pm

Church: 360-668-7116  |  Chairman: 360-668-6382

Flathead Valley Laestadian Lutheran Church
Meeting Place: East Side Grange - 27 Creston Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901 

Chairman: 406-309-4388  |  Secretary: 406-314-2871

Sunday service ............................................................................ 10:30 am
Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
1st and 3rd Wednesday: Services ...............................................7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Wednesday: Bible class .........................................7:00 pm
5th Wednesday: Song services ...................................................7:00 pm
3rd Friday: Home services in Oct, Dec, Feb, Apr .....................7:00 pm

For visiting minister and communion service details,  
see online calendar at fvllchurch.org

Laestadian Lutheran Church  
of the North Sound
Service Location: Highland Elementary  
3220 113th Ave NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258
Chairman: Paul Jacobson 425-280-4240
website: llcns.org

Sunday school (Sept–May) .......................................................... 9:15 am
Sunday morning service ............................................................ 10:30 am 
Wednesday Bible class (last Wednesday song services) .........7:00 pm 
(school year)
2nd Sunday/month service or discussion ..................................6:00 pm

SERVICE SCHEDULES

LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (LLC)
279 N Medina St,  Suite 150, Loretto, MN 55357

Phone: 763-479-2422  |  Fax: 763-479-2133  |  info@llchurch.org

Chairman:
Jim Frantti
home: 906-483-0712
jfrantti@llchurch.org

Executive Director:
Eric Jurmu
cell: 763-402-3695
ejurmu@llchurch.org

Visit the LLC website at: www.llchurch.org

  Site includes: 
 - Live sermons 
 - News and notes
 - Publications information 
 - Online store
 - Articles and presentations
 - Camp activities enrollment

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (New rates effective January 1, 2020)
Voice of Zion & Christmas in Zion:  
North America Print Edition, $54/year 
International Print Edition, $80/year

Shepherd’s Voice: North America Print Edition, $31/year
International Print Edition, $50/year
The current issue of the Voice of Zion and Shepherd’s Voice may 
be purchased as a PDF download under eBooks for $5.00/each.
To order and renew subscriptions, go to the “Subscriptions” tab 
on the LLC’s online store, www.llchurch.org.
Address Changes: Go to www.llchurch.org. Under Publications 
tab complete “Change of Address” form. Also update your 
address in your online store account to ensure continued delivery. 
Note to U.S. residents: Subscriptions are sent bulk mail and are not 
forwarded. Submit change of address information as soon as possible.
For subscription assistance, contact Kathy Laho at klaho@llchurch.org 
or 763-479-2422.

Editors: Matthew Keranen, mkeranen@llchurch.org  
               Sandra Pylvainen, spylvainen@llchurch.org
Layout: Annette Johnson, ajohnson@llchurch.org

LOCAL PUBLICATIONS DIRECTORS
Wendy Agbowada, Rockford, MN . . . . .wlhendrickson@gmail.com
Heidi Aho, East Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . nathanheidi.aho@gmail.com
Michelle Bowen, North Sound, WA . .michellebowen2001@yahoo.com
Deanna Byman, Longview, WA  . . . . . . . . . . bymandm@gmail.com
Vanessa Byman, Williston, ND . . . . . . . . vaness1515@hotmail.com
Connie Erickson, Spokane, WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ctericks@aol.com
Peggy Glynn, Menahga, MN  . . . . . . . . . . . . peggyglynn@msn.com
Gina Haapala, Elk River, MN . . . . . . . . . . . ginahaapala@yahoo.com
Christina Jacobson, Ishpeming, MI . . . tinananny2011@gmail.com
Keilah Johnson, Prescott, AZ . . . . . . . . . keilahroxanne@gmail.com
Taryn Johnson, Flathead Valley, MT . . . . . .tarynmattila@gmail.com
Shelby Jurmu, Monticello, MN . . . . . . . . . . . shelbyj229@gmail.com
Keith Kariniemi, Cokato, MN . . . . . . . . . keithkariniemi@gmail.com
Andrea Lahti, Roaring Fork Valley, CO . . . . . . .lahtial14@gmail.com
Brittany Laulainen, Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . rblaulainen@mtaonline.net
Brooke Loukusa, Seattle, WA . . . . . . . . . . . loukusa.be@gmail.com
Eija Mikkola, Toronto, ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vmikkol@gmail.com
Kendra Parks, Saskatoon, SK  . . . . . . . . kendra.e.parks@gmail.com
Russ Roiko, Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .raroiko@reagan.com
Martha Rousu, Phoenix, AZ. . . . . . . . . . . . . .merousu@hotmail.com
Tiina Savolainen, Lethbridge, AB . . . . . . . . tiinasisko@hotmail.com
Lynn Siljander, Detroit, MI . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lmsiljander@gmail.com
Karin Simonson, Dunblane, SK . . . . . . . . . . . . kls514@mail.usask.ca
Leah Simonson, Outlook, SK  . . . . . . . . . leahsimonson@gmail.com
Rachael Smith, Glendale, AZ  . . . . . . . . deserteyecare@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING RATES  
Small Ad (3" x 2" or less): $15.00/month
Large Ad (3" x 2" or more): $25.00/month
Note: minimum 15 euro charge for advertising invoices sent to Europe.
Announcements:
Birth, engagement, wedding and card of thanks: $17.00
Death: $35.00
Submit information on the forms at www.llchurch.org > About > 
LLC Organization > Publications > Voice of Zion Announcements. 
Contact Annette Johnson at ajohnson@llchurch.org with inquiries.
Submit death announcements and inquiries to Kathy Laho at 
klaho@llchurch.org

Ads must be submitted by the 1st of the month preceding the  
month of publication. 

Welcome to 
Monticello Winter Services! 

February 5–7, 2021 
Due to COVID-19 guidelines,  

physical attendance may be limited.  
Check our website www.llcmchurch.org  

for updates as the date nears.  

For additional information, please contact  
Brandon Jurmu (612-772-8599). 
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The Best Words in the Best Order 
– and God’s Blessing 
LLC Publications Online Workshop Fall 2020 
Matthew Keranen, Sandra Pylvainen and Anne Servin 

THE FIRST LLC PUBLICATIONS Online Workshop was held on 
October 31, 2020, via the Zoom communication platform. Partici-
pants from across the continent gathered in an online space to learn 
and be encouraged in prose, poetry and photojournalism both for 
their personal development and for the future of LLC publications. 
 LLC Publications staff view the expansion of communications 
capacity as important to mission work both here on the American 
continent and to mission work in Africa and South America. To 

Haibun 

The hands, no longer mobile, lay on the bedcover, under which 

albums from the shelf in the corner and carry them to the bedside 

the summer day shines brightly, grass waving in the sun on the 

His strong hands pulled nets 

Slippery livelihood. 

The determined, monotonous purr of a John Deere diesel engine 
is the same whether pulling a plow or leaving the bay out to sea in 

smell of bacon and coffee versus the tractor cab waft of old 

another stimulating contrast to the differences vacation brings 

 The hurried, half-asleep routine of the captain and crew reminds 

hooks are baited, the captain glides to a stop at a promising patch of 

Fishing lines are cast. 
An instant strike on the bait. 

The Kalevala)

 

 
 disturbed mounds 
dry eyes, all tears cried out 
twittering birds 

translating sorrow to angels’ songs 
Lisa Wuollet

It’s been two years 
but sometimes I stop in my step 
and recall 
the cardamom smell of your kitchen 
and your soft wrinkled hand 

spread with the butter from the  
    Blue Bonnet tub on the counter 
and the rounded wooden knife that  

Keilah Johnson

Under the Father’s Table 

This poor sheep dog 
Crawls under the grace table 

Father’s gentle hand 
Reaches down to caress 

Safe and secure 
 

Jim Moll 

The walk is crisp, 

A bus scurries by, 

Doors open to a muted hush, 

Karl Haapala 

that end, the online workshop was conceived during the era of COVID-19 restrictions. LLC 
workshop organizers found that they were unable to convene at Stony Lake Camp as 
planned, so in place of the in-person workshop, an online workshop plan emerged. 
 Over thirty participants from across the United States and Canada met for four hours, an 
hour for each subject session, with instructors Matt Keranen, Sandra Pylvainen and Anne 
Servin. Presentations included mini-lessons, panelist commentary from across the conti-
nent, writing activities and small group discussions. While the foundational elements of 
each subject area comprised much of each lesson, the instructional plans developed with 
the central idea of encouraging current and future contributors to LLC publications – the 
Voice of Zion, Shepherd’s Voice, Christmas in Zion and Easter Messenger. 
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NEW ARRIVALS

Born to

Helmiina & Jaakko Rimpioja 
Saskatoon, SK

A boy!

Auden Eemil
September 30, 2020

Born to

Ed & Yvonne Tolkkinen 
Monticello, MN

A boy!

Will Ernest
October 5, 2020

Born to

Davin & Sara Tarnanen 
Cave Creek, AZ

A girl!

Lydia Joy
October 19, 2020

Born to

Tim & Melinda Kallio 
Williston, ND

A boy!

Colt Anders
October 27, 2020

Born to

Daren & Melissa Hendrickson
Monticello, MN

A girl!

Laura Yvonne
November 1, 2020

Voice

and how lighting and placement is of central importance in 

 

Voice of Zion and 

of us to try this week.

PHOTO: MATTHEW KERANEN

This screenshot of the zoom event shows writers and photographers from across the continent.

PHOTO: MATTHEW KERANEN
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Staying Home 
and Staying 
Positive 

Wendy Agbowada 

“IT’S COMFORTING TO KNOW and feel that God is in 

do 

A PLACE OF WATCHING

preparing donuts for Christmas festivities.

PHOTOS: WENDY AGBOWADA


