
“The Economics & Politics of Cryptocurrency” 

“Morals and Markets” meets at 8PM Eastern  

on the fourth Thursday of every month.  
Add to your calendar! Tell your friends! 

 

Course Information: 

https://www.atlassociety.org/events/morals-markets-presents-the-

economics-politics-of-cryptocurrency  

 

Upcoming Events: 
https://www.atlassociety.org/education/morals-and-markets 

 

Next Session: Thursday, January 27th from 8-9:30 ET  

Meeting url: https://kazm.com/space/the-atlas-

society/discuss/mwhtsnuDMZKJSCuPVhgp/l8Fbj3OQ7Dg77IxiCzYN  

 

 

 

  

Suggested Readings/Sources:   
 

▪ Anthony, N. “What Do Cryptocurrencies Mean for Liberty?” Cato Institute, 2022.01.07. 

▪ Hanke, S. “Could a Collapse of Cryptocurrencies Force a Reform of the Global Monetary System?” Cato 

Institute, 2021.08.07  

▪ Fernandez-Villaverde, J. “Cryptocurrencies and All That: Two Ideas from Monetary Economics,” Cato Journal, 

Spring-Summer 2021. 

▪ Boyapati, V. “The Bullish Case for Bitcoin” (Medium, 2018.03.02) 

 
Host: Dr. Richard M. Salsman is an assistant professor of political economy at Duke University, founder and president 
of InterMarket Forecasting, Inc., a senior fellow at the American Institute for Economic Research, and a senior scholar 
at The Atlas Society. In the 1980s and 1990s he was a banker at the Bank of New York and Citibank and an economist 
at Wainwright Economics, Inc. Dr. Salsman has authored three books: Breaking the Banks: Central Banking Problems and 
Free Banking Solutions (1990), Gold and Liberty (1995), and The Political Economy of Public Debt: Three Centuries of Theory and 
Evidence (2017). His most recent book, Where Have all the Capitalist Gone?, was published in 2021 by the American Institute 
for Economic Research. He is also author of a dozen chapters and scores of articles. His work has appeared in the 
Georgetown Journal of Law and Public Policy, Reason Papers, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Forbes, the Economist, 
the Financial Post, the Intellectual Activist, and The Objective Standard. Dr. Salsman earned his B.A. in economics from 
Bowdoin College (1981), his M.A. in economics from New York University (1988), and his Ph.D. in political economy 
from Duke University (2012). His personal website is https://richardsalsman.com/. 

 

 

In this session we examine whether cryptocurrencies are genuine or instead fraudulent as monies, 
what role they’ve played in the economy so far, and how they might influence the future. What 
explains their attraction? What are their main risks, and might they spread as a contagion, globally? 
Do cryptocurrencies differ materially (Bitcoin, Ethereum, Solana, USD Coin) and if so, why might it 
matter? El Salvador has designated Bitcoin as legal tender, while other states (China) are hostile to 
cryptocurrencies. Are they an alternative to government fiat monies or instead a possible model for 
well-run public digital currencies? 
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