
“Big Tech Attacks: Who’s Truly Guilty” 

“Morals and Markets” meets at 8PM Eastern  

on the fourth Thursday of every month.  
Add to your calendar! Tell your friends! 

 

Course Information: 

https://www.atlassociety.org/education/morals-and-markets 

 

Upcoming Events: 

https://www.atlassociety.org/events/morals-and-markets   

 

Next Session: Thursday, July 22nd from 8-9:30 ET  

Zoom url: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0scO2upjguE90U0m9R4_I_jH2-

2XCGNUj6  

 

 

  

Suggested Readings/Sources:   
 

▪ Pusok and Lange. “Washington’s Attack On Big Tech Will Harm Consumers.” (RCM, 2021.06.29). 

▪ Ovide, S. “Why Is Big Tech Under Assault? Power.” (NYT, 2021.04.21). 

▪ Kang, C. “Lawmakers, Taking Aim at Big Tech, Push Sweeping Overhaul of Antitrust.” (NYT, 2021.06.11).  

▪ Editorial Board. “Big Tech’s Assault on Parler Proves It’s Gone Full Cartel,” (NYP, 2021.01.10). 

▪ Shapiro, G. “In Defense of Big Tech.” (Fox Business, 2019.07.21). 

▪ Feeney, M. “Big Tech and Free Speech.” (Cato Institute, 2021.02.01). 

▪ Wheeler et al. “The Need for Regulation of Big Tech Beyond Antitrust.” (Brookings Institution, 2020.09.23). 

▪ “The Five Big Tech Companies; Their Size and What They Own” (2020.09.07).  
 

 
Host: Dr. Richard M. Salsman is an assistant professor of political economy at Duke University, founder and president 

of InterMarket Forecasting, Inc., a senior fellow at the American Institute for Economic Research, and a senior scholar 

at The Atlas Society. In the 1980s and 1990s he was a banker at the Bank of New York and Citibank and an economist 

at Wainwright Economics, Inc. Dr. Salsman has authored three books: Breaking the Banks: Central Banking Problems and 

Free Banking Solutions (1990), Gold and Liberty (1995), and The Political Economy of Public Debt: Three Centuries of Theory and 

Evidence (2017). His next book, Where Have all the Capitalist Gone?, will be published in 2021 by the American Institute 

for Economic Research. He is also author of a dozen chapters and scores of articles. His work has appeared in the 

Georgetown Journal of Law and Public Policy, Reason Papers, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Forbes, the Economist, 

the Financial Post, the Intellectual Activist, and The Objective Standard. Dr. Salsman earned his B.A. in economics from 

Bowdoin College (1981), his M.A. in economics from New York University (1988), and his Ph.D. in political economy 

from Duke University (2012). His personal website is https://richardsalsman.com/. 

So-called “big tech” companies – Amazon, Apple, Facebook, Google, Microsoft – are increasingly 
under assault from politicians, regulators, and trustbusters. Foes include Democrats and Republicans 
alike. Is this justified – or is it unjust? What have the firms accomplished? Have they inflicted torts? 
Crimes? Professor Salsman argues that these are creative, private entities providing enormous value; 
they got big by satisfying billions of customers; they do not “censor;” their rights deserve protection. 
The assaults on them are unjust. People falsely believe “big is bad” and “consumer welfare” is 
primary. 
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